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President: Jackson Roth 6 1 2

Vice President:  Miles Steinert 6 1 2

Zeitgeist Editor  -in-Chief: Dani el Wel ch

012
Zeitgeist Publisher: Henry Burbank 0612

About the Club

In a matter of years, our generation will be the status quo. We will be

running the businesses and casting the votes and contributing to the
culture that will serve to identify our country for decades to come. As
such, it is our duty to cultivate a devotion to political curiosity and

vigilance so that we can shape this future in the most well -informed
manner we possibly can. The Political Awareness Club is a part of that
cultivation, providing an environment for students to discuss and debate
what is going on inthe world and develop their own unique perspective
they can carry with them into the adult world. We meet on Th ursday
afternoons in Mr. Szabsds room (B407) .
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The End of the Iraq War

Owen Gi bson 0613

Regarded by many Americans to be
the biggest mistake of
presidency, the Iraq War is finally drawing
to a conclusion. Having begun in March of
2003 with the purpose of locating illicit
nuclear arms, the invasion of Iraq resulted
in the destabilization of the country and
ultimately dragged on as a lengthy and
costly occupation. To the relief of most
Americans, it finally seems to be at an end.

The fir st major step toward ending
the war occurred on February 27, 2009,
when President
Obama announced
in a speech that
the U.S. combat
operations in Iraq
would end by
August 31, 2010.
However, he also
mentioned that a
otransition
of up to 50,000
soldi ers would
remain to train
Iragi Security
Forces, conduct
counterterrorism
operations, and provide general support
until the end of 2011.

Coalition forces, beginning with the
United Kingdom in April 2009 and
Australia in July, started to withdraw and
hand over control to the Iragi government.
U.S. forces began to depart in June of
2009, leaving Baghdad and transferring
control of 38 bases over to the Iragis.

On February 17, 2010, U.S. Secretary
of Defense, Robert Gates, announced that
the mission aentayi 0 Oper

Freedomdé woul d be ¢ hange dgoveroment,@pdeailtineately siab

Tikrit. This devastating blowtoa  |-Qaeda

G elendeslp WAS a reRgssgimg &ign that the

Iragis would be capable of self -reliance.

Despite suffering several major
attacks and bombings, the last U.S.
combat brigade withdrew from Iraq on
August 19, 2010, leaving behind the
planned oOtransesebdti ohmbqf
about developing its armed forces, using
$13 billion in arms deals with the U.S. to
build up its army, navy, and air force, and
become a state -of-the -art fighting force.
The UN has also lifted its
Hussein -era restrictions
on Irag, allow ingitto
now participate in civil
nuclear research
programs.

In 2011, Iraq -based
al-Qaeda was officially
defeated following the
killing of Huthaifa al -
Batawi, the only man left
in the group as the head
leader. In September
2011, the Iraqi
government signe da
contractto buy 18 F  -16
fighter jets, and is considering doubling its
order so as to be able to battle a stubborn
Islamic insurgency. Finally, in a speech on
October 21, 2011, President Obama
announced that all U.S. military personnel
will leave Iraq b y the end of the year, in
compliance with agreements with the Iraqi
government.

As long and tedious as the Iraqg War
has seemed, it appears some real progress
has been made in Iraqg: deposing the
Hussein regime, electing a new
ilizing the

New Dawn, 6 ef f ectsi ten Se ptceumtyé&rthe doint where it can rely on

on April 18, 2010, U.S. and Iraqi forces
killed Abu Ayyub al -Masri, the leader of
the al -Qaeda in Iraqg, in a joint operation in

itself for welfare and defense. It has been a
l ong time in coming, but
the end of the Iraq War.



Occupy Oakland

Charlie Maxstol oni 61

The country has been gripped in the
past few months by the Occupy Movement.
What started in Zucotti Park as a small
gathering to protest corporate influence
and greed has spread across the United
States and worldwide to places s uch as
Rome, London, and Madrid. People around
the world are taking notice as the
protesters spread their message of
mending the economic inequality between
the top 1% of all income earners and the
bottom 99%. One location people have
been paying particula r attention to during
all this has been Oakland, where some of
the most tumultuous events of the
movement are taking place.

For starters, the protesters succeeded
in shutting down the Port of Oakland. The

Port of Oakl and i s one

bustling ports and by shutting it down the
protesters are proving that they are not
just arag -tag group of unorganized hippies
after all. These protests have meaning and
purpose, and they will not rest until the
financial district is reorganized.

Not all things they have done are to
be looked upon in a completely positive
light, though For one thing, the amount of
vandalism in Oakland has increased
tenfold since the emergence of its Occupy
outpost. Shop windows are bein g broken
and nightly street fires have become as
consistent as the moon rising. That being
said, this is not enough reason to
disregard the message. The looters possess
the very mentality that this organization is
trying to eradicate. The true protesters

owfant A rereatl i dasiessesmo ot profit



and have more power
than they do now. The
very thing they are
protesting is greed. It
would be rash to base
an image of the
activists on criminals

who have managed to
mix in with them. That

is a sweeping

generalization, and one
t hat simply

correct.

The people of
Oakland are not the
ones at fault here.
Much of the violence
has been escalated by
the Oakland Police
Department. Recently,
police have become
rather  trigger -happy
with their tear gas
when protesters go
into ar eas they feel

they shoul dnd

as tear gas
stopped there: police
brutality has also been
abundant. The
culmination of all this
was when protester
and veteran  Scott
Olsen was hospitalized
on October 25 t  after
sustaining a  skull
fractur e caused by a
gas canister fired at
his head. This man
served in Irag only to

be beaten down by the

very country he swore to

protect. All in the name of
Ojusticebd. Kayv @n
another  veteran, was

recently admitted into

intensive care with a

lacerated spleen  from
beatings by  Oakland

police. Here is his story:

o[ af ter bein t
disperse] ...they lined up in
front of me. | was talking
to one of them, saying,
OWhy are you dojg nc
when one moved forward
and hit me in my arm and
legs and back with his
baton. Then three or four
cops tackled me and
arrested me. 6

The police, it seems,
have taken to violence as
a way to deal with these
protests. By far, Occupy
Oakland is the most
violent leg of the
movement, due to not only
the few criminals that are
mixing in  with the
legitimate protesters, but
primarily the police
themselves. Police
brutality laws are being
broken all over, leaving far
too many injured in the
wake. This is a violation of
the laws and principles of
this country and it needs
to stop.



Could Life ENnd For The Merchant Of
Death?

Mar k Giannini, 613

If you have seen the 2005 Nic olas happen. Preet Bharara, a United States
Cage thriller oOLord of Wattodey, call® uhe arsegal ofveapens to be
some similarities to the infamous Viktor supplied by Mr. Bout t
Bout. Viktor Bout, the notorious arms smal | countrieso, and t at
dealer, has been allegedly selling and would be used for no other purpose than to
supplying terrorist groups and rebellions okill Americans. 6
with weapons since the mid -1990s. His The trial itself was a relatively short
0 busi nlas beén officially deemed by one considering the importance and

t he United St ates as a mumeyaus t variabiea tinvalveda [This case
aims-t raf fi cking networ ko ‘dastaetl a Biera threeiwsekspemding with a

trial for the conspiracy to sell antiaircraft conviction that Bout was guilty of

missiles and other arms to Columbian oconspiring to kil!l Amelf i C

terrorists who would use these weapons agreeing to sell weapons to drug

against Americans. enforcement i nformant s é, o]
Bout was finally caught by American acquire and export surface -to-air

officials posing Columbian terrorists from antiaircraft missiles, and of conspiring to

FARC, t he OFuer zas proide mmeatdrial ssupport or resources in

Revolucionari as de theCforin ofmvedpe@n® to a foreign terrorist

(Revolutionary Armed Forces of Columbia). organization. 0 These crji m

He planned on selling o0°tmimnum @if tim¢ of @31 years) bus could

of AK-47 rifles, millions of rounds of go all the way to life in prison.

ammunition, hundreds of missiles, ultra After the t wo and a half years that it

lightweight airplanes, and other military took to get Viktor Bout from his original

equi pment. 6 Al though Mr . platafyaaeast,in B&gkokt tdAmerica, the

l awyer, said that this wRusssiaa gaveronen ,is moe prequestiag

indicate that it was in fact going to that he be returned to Moscow. The



Americans see this as a very poor plan and Bout to re turn, we must hold strong and

all rumors of their trading of Viktor Bout not all ow the worl dos |
for prisoners ar e d e e m dbe givem banothéruchamde yto fuel the
basel esso. Such a rumor \mae,s rebeliionsb and i genocales of the

the Americans feel that releasing such a world. Viktor Bout has supplied to the
renowned worldwide criminal to Russia Taliban, Al Qaeda, civil wars in Africa,

could result in his freedom, which is genocide movements and man y others
unfavorable for all countries in the world. worldwide. He offers no good to the world

Vikt or Bout , one of t h e and ohis | bdisingss immalet funding and
dangerous men, needs to be imprisoned supplying of death and destruction. The

and in the United States. If we allow him to Mer chant of Deat hds r ei
go to another country, he could be freed or arms dealer and the wor
given back the power that he had before. must come to an end immediately.

Even with Russiads pressure to allow Viktor

Savvy Scheme could Save Students:
Obama Has New Student Loan Plan

Kevin Culligan, 613

On Wednesday, October 26th, during students and recent graduates simply do
a visit to the Auraria Campus in Denver, not have the ability to earn enough money
Colorado, President Obama outlined for to pay off their debt in a timely fashion.
the assembled students a new plan aimed Ob a msa dwope is that this plan will
at easing the debt generated by having to encourage people to continue their
pay off federal loans for college tuition . education without being deterred by the
With this plan, President Obama is extravagant costs.
addressing what ; @206 aorhiMY

caglecartoons,com

has become a
major issue in
America, and a
bigger problem
than most people
realize. USA
Today recently
reported that by
the end of 2011,
student loans yet
to be repaid will
surpass $1
trillion - greater /
than the ng
credit card debt.

MOVE BACK
HOME7/... KIDS
TODAY ARE 50 LAZY
AND [RRESPONSIBLE!
YOUR MOTHER AND
STARTED OUT WITH

Jetker@flatoday, net

" TRUST ME:

And with tuition

prices rising an IWULD’V'E
additional 8% this ¢, LO%E{% S&?IT?’T{ NG
fall, it o s NOTH(NG-’-.-

to get worse.
Currently, college




Obamads
things to benefit the students facing this
burden. Part of that is the fact he is
already passed by
Congress last year. That plan was set to go
into effect in 2014, but Obama is pushing

accelerating a

it up to
2012. This
plan will
allow

students to
reduce their
monthly
payments
from 15% of
their

income, to
10% of t heir
income.

Also, any
remaining

debt will be
canceled

after 20
years, as
opposed to
25 years.

This could save some borrowers several
hundred dollars a month in payments.

Unfortunately, the plan does not cover
private loans, as well as those students
who are already in default, but there are

extra provisions for
teachers, and public service workers. An
extra nugget of good news is that this plan
will reportedly not cost anything extra for

taxpayers.

This plan has some wider significance
with the other political issues curr
gobbling up headlines. The plan is seen as
somewhat
Occupy Movement. Many of its members
are young, frustrated Americans struggling
to find jobs and pay off their loans. These

ogi fto

are people who votéd for Obama in 2008
with the hopes of reform and change, but
they have become disenchanted with the
president as he has generally failed to live
up to expectations. Obama is now
attempting to regenerate their interest and

S recapture
z;w their ~ votes
SN with this
plan.

= ARE However, it

may n ot be
as effective
as he hopes:
Opponents of
Obama are
arguing that
the plan does
nothing to
make college

more
affordable in
the long run,
and that the
benefits are
minimal  for

most
students. Sen. Mike Enzi (R -WY), ranking
Republican on the Senate Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions Committee
decl ared, oWe are | eft it
than answers. 6

| believe that this plan is more of a

campaign tactic and an attempt to placate
the Occupy Wall Street protestors than a
legitimate undertaking  for  reform.
Although the plan may end up benefitting
many students, the timing of the move so
close to the upcoming 2012 Presidential
Election seems suspicious. Ultimately, the
torilyewvaynicekrolv dor ssire the effectivamness
of the plan is to wait and see.
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