June 4, 2018
Dear Families,

This year, students in 4th and 5th grades are embarking on a special project, a unique book
club called One School, One Book. It is a program designed to engage and involve parents in the
essential task of fostering the love of reading in children. This summer, students in 4th and 5th
grades will be reading the novel, Fish in a Tree, by Lynda Mullaly-Hunt. The story focuses on Ally, a
youngster who has always been good at drawing, but carries a big secret: She never quite learned
how to read. This wonderful book captures the ups and downs of school, friendships, and the
search for identify experienced by tweens and young teens everywhere. It also leaves its readers
better than it found us — with greater empathy and a larger appreciation of ourselves and others.

The One School, One Book initiative is designed to create a shared learning experience
between our school community and home. Every 4th and 5t grade family is asked to read the book
over the course of the summer, with the goal of promoting a shared reading experience through
families reading aloud with their children. Reading aloud to your child has tremendous educational
benefits and can be a source of enjoyment for both students and parents. Read-alouds are not only
enjoyable for beginning readers, but are just as essential for students in the upper elementary
grades, as well. Reading comprehension improves as students listen to and discuss events,
characters, and motivations. They learn to predict what will happen next as well as increase their
vocabulary knowledge and build syntactic awareness. To facilitate this process, students will
receive a Discussion Guide which features questions that can be used to talk about the book at
home. However, our utmost goal is to encourages a lifelong enjoyment of reading, a gift your child
will treasure forever.

In addition to reading the novel, 4th and 5t grade students are asked to create a Summer
Reading Project that reflects what they have learned after reading the novel. Students will be able
to share their projects at our One Book, One School Celebration on Thursday, September 13th
during the school day. Ideas for projects, listed on the Summer Reading Project Selections Sheet,
range from designing a game or a T-shirt, creating a diorama, a slide show or a video, to writing a
new ending for the book, and the projects will be available for parents to see at Back to School Night
that evening. Finally, students will participate in a whole Lower School activity to show what they
learned by creating a display, which will be available for viewing during parent conferences in
October.

We thank you in advance for your support with this important endeavor and hope that you
and your child have a wonderful time enjoying many great books together this summer.

Happy Summer Reading!



Summer Reading Project Selections

*Select one activity for your assigned summer reading book.

Write a new ending for your story. This new ending should be at least one
page long.

Write a continuation of your story. What happens in the new ‘next’
chapter? This should be at least one page in length.

Write a song that tells about your story. You may sing your song with or
without music. This song can be pop, country, rap-- the choice is yours! Be
prepared to perform this for the class or have someone video your
performance and bring the DVD for us to enjoy!

Make a 3-minute video recording with a reenactment of one of your favorite
events from the story. You may use friends and family members as actors and
actresses. Please copy the video onto a DVD, or schedule a time for your
parent to bring the camcorder and necessary cables for viewing.

Write a comic book that tells about your favorite part of the book. The comic
strip should have a minimum of six scenes or sections. Include comic style
illustrations in either black and white or color. Include dialogue bubbles, too.

Create a life-size portrait of one of the characters from your book. The
portrait should include a written piece that tells about the character. The
piece should also include information about events, or conflicts in the book
that involve the character.

Make a shadow box or diorama displaying your favorite scene.

Write a character diary, writing at least five journal entries as if you are the
main character in the story. Write down events that happen during the story
and reflect on how they affected the character and why.

Write a poem about one of the characters. Be sure it is at least 8 lines long.

Create a timeline of the major events of your book. Use drawings or
magazine cutouts to show the events along the timeline. Label each event.

Design a t-shirt that promotes your book.

Design a poster to advertise your book. Be creative! Include details,
elaborate and use color! Try to make it 3-D or movable.
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FISH IN A TREE
CHAPTERS 1-3
ON PAGE 9, DISCUSS THE ANALOGY, “I NEED

ATTENTION LIKE A FISH NEEDS A SNORKEL"”
AND HOW IT RELATES TO HOW ALLY FEELS
WHEN AT SCHOOL?

WHY WAS ALLY IN TROUBLE FOR GIVING
MRS. HALL A SYMPATHY CARD? EXPLAIN
HOW IT HAPPENED AND WHY IT WAS A
MISTAKE? (PAGE 10)

sketch space

AIM ACADEMY
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FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 1-3

ON PAGE IIl, ALLY SAYS, “I WISH | HAD
MY SKETCHBOOK OF IMPOSSIBLE
THINGS. IT'S THE ONLY THING THAT
MAKES ME FEEL LIKE I'M NOT A WASTE
OF SPACE.” IN THE SKETCHBOOK, ALLY
DRAWS THE IMAGES SHE SEES IN HER
MIND MOVIES. WHY DOES ALLY FEEL LIKE
A WASTE OF SPACE? WHAT ARE ALLY'S
STRENGTHS?

ON PAGE 14, DISCUSS THE ANALOGY,
“ME AVOIDING CONSEQUENCES WOULD
BE LIKE THE RAIN AVOIDING THE SKY”
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN AND HOW DOES
IT RELATE TO ALLY'S EXPERIENCES IN
SCHOOL?

AIM ACADEMY




FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 4-6

ALLY AND ALLY'S MOM BOTH LOVED THE
BOOK ALICE IN WONDERLAND. ALLY
DESCRIBES THE BOOK, “"A BOOK ABOUT
LIVING IN A WORLD WHERE NOTHING
MAKES SENSE”. IN YOUR WORLD, WHAT
ARE SOME THINGS THAT DON'T MAKE
SENSE TO YOU?

GRANDPA AND DAD WOULD ASK TRAVIS
AND ALLY IF THEY WERE HAVING A
SILVER DOLLAR DAY OR A WOODEN
NICKEL DAY. WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN THESE TYPES OF DAYS?
DESCRIBE A SILVER DOLLAR DAY FOR
YOU. DESCRIBE A WOODEN NICKEL DAY
FOR YOU.

AIM ACADEMY

FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 4-6

TRAVIS TOLD ALLY TO NOT HAVE LOW
EXPECTATIONS OF HERSELF. DO YOU
THINK YOU HAVE LOW OR HIGH
EXPECTATIONS FOR YOURSELF? GIVE AN
EXAMPLE OF SOME HIGH EXPECTATIONS
TO HAVE.
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FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 7-9

ALLY SEES HERSELF TIED UP AND LYING
ON IMAGINARY TRAIN TRACKS,
WATCHING THE ENGINE COMING AROUND
THE CORNER.

DESCRIBE A TIME WHEN YOU FELT THE
SAME WAY, DREADING SOMETHING THAT
WAS ABOUT TO HAPPEN.

ALLY LIKES MATH AND ART IN SCHOOL.
HOW ARE YOU AND ALLY ALIKE? HOW
ARE YOU DIFFERENT FROM ALLY? WHAT
SUBJECTS DO YOU LIKE IN SCHOOL?
WHAT SUBJECTS DO YOU DISLIKE?
WHY?

AIM ACADEMY

FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 7-9

WHEN THINKING ABOUT WHAT TO BRING
TO SCHOOL THAT REPRESENTS HER, ALLY
CONSIDERS A BAG OF NOTHING OR A
BAG OF DIRT. WHAT DOES THIS TELL US
ABOUT HOW ALLY IS THINKING ABOUT
HERSELF? WHAT WOULD YOU CHOOSE TO
REPRESENT YOU? HOW DOES IT
REPRESENT YOU?
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FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 10-12

ALLY TELLS MR. DANIELS, “IT WOULD BE
EASIER TO BE INVISIBLE.” WHAT DO
YOU THINK SHE MEANS BY THIS? HAVE
YOU EVER FELT INVISIBLE? EXPLAIN.

IN THE CAFETERIA ALLY WISHES SHE
WAS MORE LIKE ALBERT. IN WHAT WAYS
DOES SHE WANT TO BE MORE LIKE HIM?

HOW DID ALLY “MAKE THINGS RIGHT"”
WITH ALBERT? HAVE YOU EVER HAD TO
DO THIS WITH A FRIEND OR
CLASSMATE? EXPLAIN.

AIM ACADEMY
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FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS
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FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS I3-15

WHO STOOD UP FOR ALBERT WHEN SHAY
MADE FUN OF HIS CLOTHES? HOW DID

SHE STAND UP FOR HIM? HAVE YOU EVER
STOOD UP FOR A FRIEND OR CLASSMATE

BEFORE?

WHY WERE ALLY AND KEISHA THE ONLY

TWO GIR

LS IN THE HOLIDAY CONCERT

THAT DID NOT HAVE FLOWERS?
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FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS I13-15

WHY DOES MR. DANIELS HIGH FIVE ALLY?
HOW DO YOU THINK ALLY FELT AT THAT
MOMENT? WHY?

WHAT DID KEISHA GIVE TO ALLY AND
WHY?
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CHAPTERS

B

IN A TREE

16-19

FISH

ALBERT SAYS, “"SOMETHING IS NOT A
MISFIT SIMPLY BECAUSE IT HAS A
DIFFERENT NAME”. ALLY THINKS THAT
“PEOPLE ACT LIKE THE WORDS ‘SLOW
READER’' TELL THEM EVERYTHING THAT’S
INSIDE”. DO YOU AGREE THAT THERE IS
MORE TO SOMEONE OR

SOMETHING THAN ITS LABEL?

WHY DOES ALBERT WEAR THE FLINT
SHIRT EVERY DAY?

AIM ACADEMY

CHAPTERS

C
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IN A TREE

16-19

FISH

ALLY SHARES A STORY ABOUT SHAY
HOLDING A GRUDGE. DO YOU DO THIS
OR ARE YOU ABLE TO FORGIVE AND
FORGET?

AIM ACADEMY




FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 20-23

sketch space

WHAT DOES ALLY SAY IS THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN AN OLDER BROTHER AND A BIG
BROTHER? IF YOU HAVE OLDER
SIBLINGS, DO YOU CONSIDER THEM
OLDER BROTHERS/SISTERS OR BIG
BROTHERS/SISTERS?

ALLY'S MOM INSISTED THAT ALLY
ATTEND SHAY'S BIRTHDAY PARTY. HAVE
YOU EVER GONE TO A PARTY YOU
DIDN'T REALLY WANT TO ATTEND? WHY
DID YOU GO THE PARTY?

AIM ACADEMY

FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 20-23

C

ALLY EXPLAINS THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
ALONE AND LONELY. DISCUSS WHAT SHE
SAID AND A TIME THAT YOU FELT EACH
OF THESE.
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FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 24-27

IN CHAPTER 24, MR. DANIELS TELLS
ALLY THAT SHE THINKS “OUT OF THE
BOX” AND THAT PEOPLE LIKE THAT ARE
“WORLD CHANGERS”. DISCUSS WHAT
BOTH OF THESE PHRASES MEAN. DO
YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO THINKS LIKE
THIS?

ALLY LEARNS THAT SHAY CHARGES HER
“FRIENDS” FOR THE FRIENDSHIP
BRACELETS SHE MAKES. WHAT DOES
THIS SHOW US ABOUT

SHAY'S CHARACTER? WOULD YOU PAY
MONEY FOR ONE OF THESE BRACELETS?

AIM ACADEMY

FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 24-27

WHEN MR. DANIELS GIVES ALLY THE
POETRY AWARD SHE THINKS IT IS A
“PITY AWARD”. WHAT EXACTLY DOES
ALLY MEAN BYTHAT? WHY DO YOU
THINK MR. DANIELS GAVE HER THE
AWARD?

KEISHA TELLS ALLY: “ONE THING'S FOR
SURE. WE'RE NOT GONNA FIT IN, BUT
WE'RE GONNA STAND OUT.” IF YOU'RE
TOTALLY HONEST, ARE YOU MORE
COMFORTABLE FITTING IN OR STANDING
OUT? WHY? DO YOU THINK THAT ONE
IS BETTER THAN THE OTHER? WHY OR
WHY NOT?

AIM ACADEMY




CHAPTERS 28-30

A

FISH IN A TREE

MR. DANIELS TELLS ALLY THAT EVERYONE
IS SMART IN DIFFERENT WAYS. DO YOU
BELIEVE THIS? DISCUSS SOME OF THE
WAYSTHAT EACH OF YOUR FAMILY
MEMBERS ARE SMART.

“IF YOU JUDGE A FISH ON ITS ABILITY
TO CLIMB A TREE, IT WILL SPEND ITS
WHOLE LIFE THINKING THAT IT'S
STUPID.” DISCUSS THIS

FAMOUS QUOTE WITH YOUR FAMILY.
HOW DOES THIS SAYING RELATE TO
ALLY AND HER STRUGGLES?

AIM ACADEMY

FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 28-30

C

MR. DANIELS TOLD ALLY SHE WAS BRAVE.
HAVE EACH FAMILY MEMBER TALK ABOUT
A TIME IN THEIR LIFE WHEN THEY HAD
TO BE BRAVE.

AIM ACADEMY




FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 31-33

IN CHAPTER 31, ALLY LEARNS ABOUT
“LEARNING DIFFERENCES”. HAVE YOU
EVER HAD A TIME IN YOUR LIFE WHEN
YOU REALIZED

YOU THOUGHT ABOUT OR LEARNED
ABOUT SOMETHING IN A DIFFERENT
WAY THAN OTHERS? IF SO, WHAT WAS
IT AND HOW WAS

YOUR THINKING DIFFERENT?

IN CHAPTER 32, WHAT ARE SOME WAYS
THAT ALLY, TRAVIS, AND MOM SUPPORT
EACH OTHER WITH DAD BEING AWAY?
HOW IS DAD SUPPORTING THEM WHILE
HE 1S DEPLOYED?

AIM ACADEMY

FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 31-33

IN CHAPTER 33, ALLY SAYS: “IN THE
WORLD OF WORLDS, SOMETIMES THEY
C JUST CAN'T SAY EVERYTHING.” WHAT
DO YOU THINK SHE MEANS BY THAT?

AIM ACADEMY




FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 34-36

A

CHAPTER 34 ILLUSTRATES HOW KEISHA,
ALBERT, AND ALLY SUPPORT EACH OTHER
THROUGH THEIR PROBLEMS. HOW DOES
THEIR REACTION TO ALLY'S SECRET HELP
HER?

IN CHAPTER 35, HOW COULD THE
SUBSTITUTE TEACHER HAVE DONE A
BETTER JOB WITH ALLY’'S ASSIGNMENT?

AIM ACADEMY

FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 34-36

C

DO YOU THINK MR. DANIELS REALLY
BETRAYED HER? WHY OR WHY NOT?

ALLY SAYS SHE TRUSTS MR. DANIELS AT
THE END OF CHAPTER 37. WHAT DO YOU
THINK HER TRUST MEANS TO HIM?
WHAT DID HE DO EARLIER IN THE
CHAPTER TO SHOW HE CARES ABOUT
HER AND HER TRUST?

AIM ACADEMY




FISH IN A TREE FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 37-39 | CHAPTERS 37-39

WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT THE LAST HOW WAS THE SPEECH ALLY GAVE

A SENTENCE: “1 GUESS MAYBE ‘I'M C DIFFERENT THAN THE ONE SHAY GAVE?
HAVING TROUBLE’ IS NOT THE SAME AS
SIECTAIN" Tase?

WHY DO YOU THINK MR. DANIELS MADE
THE KIDS WRITE THEIR VOTES ON PAPER

WHY DO YOU THINK SHAY RECOMMENDS RATHER THAN RAISE THEIR HANDS?

ALLY FOR PRESIDENT? WOULD YOU

B HAVE THE COURAGE TO ACCEPT THE
NOMINATION IF

YOU WERE ALLY?

AIM ACADEMY AIM ACADEMY




FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 40-44

A

ALLY AND HER MOTHER’'S TEARS ARE FOR
JOY. HOW DID SHAY'S MOTHER REACT
TO HER WHEN SHE HEARD THAT SHAY
LOST THE CLASS ELECTION? DOES IT
GIVE SHAY A RIGHT TO TREAT OTHERS
THE WAY SHE IS BEING TREATED?

IF YOU COULD MAKE SUGGESTIONS OR
IDEAS FOR CHANGES AT SCHOOL, WHAT
WOULD YOU HAVE SUGGESTED TO ALLY?

AIM ACADEMY

FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 40-44

ALLY'S CLASS MUST ANSWER THE
FOLLOWING QUESTION: “SO I'D LIKE
YOU TO TELL ME, IF YOU COULD HAVE AN
UNLIMITED AMOUNT OF ANY SINGLE
OBJECT, WHAT WOULD IT BE? IT CAN'T
BE MAGICAL, HAVE SPECIAL POWERS, OR
ANYTHING LIKE THAT. JUST AN
ORDINARY, EVERYDAY TYPE OF OBJECT.”
HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER THIS
QUESTION?

AIM ACADEMY




CHAPTERS 45-47

A

FISH IN A TREE

ALLY HAD TO WORK VERY HARD TO
LEARN TO READ. HAVE YOU EVER HAD
SOMETHING THAT WAS DIFFICULT FOR
YOU THAT YOU HAD TO WORK VERY
HARD AT TO BE SUCCESSFUL?

WHAT DOES ALBERT MEAN BY “THICK
SKIN” WHEN HE IS TALKING TO ALLY
AND KEISHA? DOES THIS MAKE HIM

STRONGER IN YOUR EYES? HOW DOES
THIS MAKE YOU FEEL ABOUT ALBERT?

AIM ACADEMY

FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 45-47

C

WHAT DO THE WORDS GRIT AND
PERSEVERANCE MEAN TO YOU? HOW DO
THESE THINGS HELP CREATE CHANGE
FOR ALLY AND HER FRIENDS?

AIM ACADEMY




FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 48-50

A

ALLY REALIZES THAT EVERYONE HAS
PROBLEMS THAT MAKE THEM SCARED OR
WORRIED. SHE CALLS THEM CONCRETE
BLOCKS. WHAT IS SOMETHING THAT YOU
WORRY ABOUT? (IT DOESN'T HAVE TO BE
ABOUT SCHOOL.)

MR. DANIELS TELLS ALLY TO FOCUS ON
THE THINGS SHE DOES WELL. WHAT ARE
SOME THINGS THAT YOU DO WELL?
WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP FOCUS ON
THEM RATHER THAN YOUR CONCRETE
BLOCKS?
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FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTERS 48-50

C

WHY DOES ALLY TRY TO TALK TO SHAY
AFTER SHE HAS BEEN SO MEAN TO HER?
WOULD YOU BE WILLING TO DO THE SAME IF
SOMEONE HAD TREATED YOU THE WAY SHAY
TREATED ALLY?
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FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTER 51

ON PAGE 262, IT SAYS “"HER VOICE
CRACKS” WHILE MRS. SILVER IS
APOLOGIZING TO ALLY. WHAT DOES
THIS MEAN? HAVE YOU EVER
EXPERIENCED THIS YOURSELF?

WHAT DO YOU THINK MADE ALLY WANT
TO GO BACK AND ASK MR. DANIELS TO
HELP HER BROTHER, TRAVIS?

AIM ACADEMY

FISH IN A TREE

CHAPTER 51

WHY DO YOU THINK ALLY PASSED HER
PIECE OF PAPER WITH THE WORD
“POSSIBLE” ON IT, TO HER BROTHER?

IS THERE ANYTHING IN YOUR LIFE THAT
YOU ONCE THOUGHT WAS “IMPOSSIBLE"
THAT COULD NOW BE POSSIBLE?

AIM ACADEMY
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