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1. Definitions
The definition of terms is intended to highlight vocabulary used throughout the document.
1.1. Accommodations

Accommodations for assessments are changes in the test administration that do not alter the validity
of score interpretation, reliability, or security of the test. These accommodations may be available to
students with special needs (e.g., IEP, 504, or EL plans), but not to general education students.

1.2. English learners (ELs)

Students whose native language is not English, and who do not yet possess sufficient English language
proficiency to participate effectively in general education classes.

1.3. English learners with disabilities (ELs with disabilities)

Students whose native language is not English and who have been identified through the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) as having a disability.

1.4. |IDEA
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.
1.5. Resources

Tools that do not alter the validity of score interpretation, reliability, or security of the test. These are
available for all students, including general education students and students with special needs.

1.6. Student special needs plans

Plans for students with special needs, such as Section 504 plans and Individualized Education Programs
(IEPs).

1.7. Students with Section 504 plans

Students with disabilities who are eligible to receive accommodations through Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act.

1.8. Students with disabilities (SWD)

Students who meet eligibility criteria for special education and related services, as defined in the IDEA
and Utah State Board of Education Special Education Rules (USBE SER).

1.9. Students with special needs

Students with disabilities, students on Section 504 plans, ELs, ELs with disabilities, and ELs on Section
504 plans.
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1.10. Utah Accountability Systems

The Utah State Board of Education (USBE) makes annual accountability determinations for schools and
Local Education Agencies (LEAs) based on student academic outcomes, growth, English learner
progress, equitable educational opportunity, postsecondary readiness, and test participation. All
countable and valid assessments are included in the accountability calculations, regardless of a
students’ special needs status.

Utah also has an Alternative and Special Needs Accountability Report.

1.11. Utah State Board of Education (USBE)

Utah Constitution Article X, Section 3 and Title 53A of the Utah Code describe in detail the specific legal
duties of the Board. Among these duties are:

Version Date 1/23/18

Appoint the State Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Adopt administrative rules directed to the whole system.

Establish minimum standards for public schools. Make rules that establish basic ethical conduct
standards for licensed public education employees.

Define, establish, and implement a core curriculum.
Maintain general control and supervision over adult education.

Annually prepare and submit to the Governor and Legislature a budget for the operation of the
institutions and agencies under the Board.

With the State Auditor, set and approve auditing standards for auditors employed by local
school boards and charter schools.

Verify audits of financial and student accounting records of school districts and charter schools
for purposes of determining the allocation of Uniform School Fund monies.

Fulfill statutory responsibility for the management of the Utah State Board of Education staff,
[Utah Office of Rehabilitation], and the Utah Schools for the Deaf and the Blind.



2. Introduction

The purpose of this document is to establish statewide policy for the participation of students with
special needs in Utah’s accountability systems and to provide guidance on accommodations and
resources for use during instruction and statewide assessments. The purposes of the Utah Participation
and Accommodations Policy are to:

e Identify avenues for all students to participate in the statewide assessment program.

e Describe procedures that must be used when, in extremely unusual circumstances, a student
must be exempted or excused from participation in the statewide assessment program.

e Provide detailed information regarding the valid and appropriate use of accommodations and
resources for students participating in the statewide assessment program.

2.1. Description
2.1.1. Utah’s Accountability Systems

The Utah State Board of Education (USBE) makes annual accountability determinations for schools and
Local Education Agencies (LEAs) based on student academic outcomes, growth, English learner
progress, equitable educational opportunity, postsecondary readiness, and test participation. All
countable and valid assessments are included in the accountability calculations, regardless of a
students’ special needs status.

For more information on Utah’s accountability systems, see the Utah Accountability Technical Manual
located at https://www.schools.utah.gov/file/8654712b-b5c3-4d5e-a470-39734b235b30.

Utah also has an alternative accountability system for schools identified as primarily serving alternative
and/or special needs students. For more information about Utah’s Alternative and Special Needs
School Accountability Report, see the Utah Accountability Technical Manual.

2.2. Changes in Policy

This policy will be reviewed annually and revised as needed, based on research and stakeholder input.

Version Date 1/23/18 9
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3. Full Participation in Utah’s Assessments

Federal and State laws require that all students enrolled in public schools participate in assessments
designed to provide accountability for the effectiveness of instruction in schools. The Utah Code
requires an accountability system that includes students with special needs (53A-1-1101 through
1113). School team members, including English learner (EL) teams, Individualized Education Program
(IEP) teams, and Section 504 teams, must actively engage in a planning process that addresses:

e The need for accommodations to provide access to grade-level instruction and state
assessments, and

e The use of alternate assessments when required to assess the achievement of students who
receive instruction based on alternate achievement standards. Alternate achievement
standards are specific statements of the content, skills, and grade-level-specific expectations for
students with significant cognitive disabilities that are linked to the Utah Core Standards.

All students are expected to participate in the state accountability system, with only a few exceptions
as noted below. This principle of full participation includes students who are ELs, students with an IEP,
and students with a Section 504 plan. In addition, any student with a physical, emotional, or medical

emergency just prior to an assessment may receive accommodations or aid based on individual need.

3.1. Special Conditions That Warrant Exemption from Statewide Assessment

A parent or legal guardian may opt his or her student out of taking an assessment if the parent
contacts the local school to request/inform the school that the parent’s student not be tested,
consistent with LEA administrative timelines and procedures. When a student is exempted from an
assessment, it is only for the immediate administration of the assessment. The student will be included
in the next administration of the assessment, or in other assessments administered during the same
school year. The reason for the exemption must be documented in the student’s cumulative record.
Students not tested due to parent request shall receive a non-proficient score, which shall be used in
school accountability calculations.

The student with special needs planning team (IEP, 504, etc.) cannot exempt a student from the
statewide testing requirements.

3.2. Statewide Assessments—Descriptions/Details
3.2.1. Utah Core Standards Assessments
3.2.1.1. Student Assessment of Growth and Excellence (SAGE Summative and SAGE Interim)

The SAGE Assessments are aligned with the Utah Core Standards in order to assess students’
knowledge of the state’s academic content standards. The SAGE assessments are computer-adaptive,
which means that, based on the student’s responses, SAGE adjusts the difficulty of questions
throughout the assessment in order to pinpoint the student’s current level of knowledge. All questions
at all difficulty levels presented to a student are aligned to the grade level content standards.
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SAGE assessments are administered via computer. All student responses must be submitted via the
online system. There is no accommodation that allows for a paper-based submission of a student’s
response. Refer to the Test Administration Manuals (TAMs) for specific procedures.

Subject Assessed Grades/Courses Assessed
English Language Arts (ELA) 3-11*
Mathematics 3-8, Secondary Math |, 11, IlI
Science 4-8, High School—Course Specific

*11th grade participation is an LEA decision for each test.

Additional information regarding SAGE administration may be found at the Sage Portal
(http://sageportal.org).

All students enrolled in the grades/subjects described above are expected to participate in the SAGE
Summative assessment for that grade/course, unless the student is receiving instruction based on
alternate standards and have been determined eligible for the alternate assessments (Dynamic
Learning Maps [DLM] for mathematics and English language arts and Utah’s Alternate Assessment
[UAA] for Science). Students must take the appropriate assessments for their enrolled course. For
assessments that are course-specific, students are expected to enroll in the course that is standard for
that grade level (for example, a student in grade 9 must enroll in Secondary Math | or a higher math
course). If a lower-grade assessment is administered, the student is considered non-proficient (i.e., a
proficiency score of 1 will be assigned).

3.2.1.2. DIBELS

The Utah K-3 Reading Improvement Act (53A-17a-150) is created to supplement other school
resources to achieve the state's goal of having third graders reading at or above grade level. The Utah
State Board of Education (USBE) has designated the Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills
(DIBELS) Next as the benchmark assessment to be administered at the beginning, in the middle, and at
the end of grade one, grade two, and grade three to measure the reading competency of students. In
addition, LEAs have the option to administer the DIBELS to students in kindergarten.

The USBE has also designated the English Language Arts SAGE assessment as the benchmark reading
assessment to be administered at the end of grade three.

Subject Assessed Grades Assessed
. 1-3
Reading (Kindergarten is optional)

DIBELS Alternate Assessment Options for Grades 1-3 are available for students whom DIBELS is not
accessible. See Alternate Assessment below for more details.

3.2.1.3. Kindergarten Entry and Exit Profile (KEEP)

Utah’s Kindergarten Entry and Exit Profile (KEEP) is intended to inform various stakeholders such as
parents, teachers, and leadership, on the academic and social-emotional development of entering and
exiting kindergarten students. The information gained from the profile will be used to:
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Provide insights into current levels of academic and social-emotional performance upon entry
and exit of kindergarten.

Identify students in need of early intervention instruction and promote differentiated instruction
for all students.

Analyze the effectiveness of programs, such as extended-day kindergarten and preschool.

Provide opportunities for data-informed decision-making and cost-benefit analysis of early
learning initiatives.

Identify effective instructional practices or strategies for improving student achievement
outcomes in a targeted manner.

Understand the influence and impact of full-day kindergarten on at-risk students in both the
short- and long-term.

Subject Assessed Grades Assessed
Kindergarten entry (3 weeks prior to or after
Emotional Kindergarten Exit (Last 4 weeks of

Kindergarten)

KEEP Alternate Assessment is available for students with significant cognitive disabilities that cannot
access the KEEP even with appropriate accommodations. See Alternate Assessment below for more

details.

3.2.2.

Alternate Assessments

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA) articulates several
requirements related to the assessment of students with disabilities.

All children with disabilities must be included in general State- and district-wide assessment programs,
including alternate assessments (§612(a)(16)(a)).

1.

2.

3.

The State must develop and implement alternate assessments for those children who cannot
participate in regular assessments with accommodations as indicated in their IEP plans
(§612(a)(16)(c)).

The alternate assessment must be aligned with the State’s challenging academic content
standards (the Utah Core Standards), and measure the achievement of students with
disabilities against Utah’s alternate academic achievement standards (the Utah Essential
Elements and Extended Core Standards for Science) (§612(a)(16)(c)(ii)).

The alternate assessment must be valid and reliable for assessing the performance of children
with disabilities (§663(b)(2)).

Each State must report on the effectiveness of schools, LEAs, and the State in improving the
academic achievement of students with disabilities participating in alternate assessments
(§664(b)(2)(D)(i)).
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The reauthorization of ESEA, as the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), reaffirmed under section
1111(b)(1) of the ESEA, that the alternate assessment is an appropriate assessment for students with
the most significant cognitive disabilities to demonstrate their knowledge and skills based on alternate
academic achievement standards—AA-AAAS. ESSA has a new provision that limits the total number of
students with the most significant cognitive disabilities who are assessed Statewide with an AA-AAAS
to 1.0 percent of the total number of students in the State who are assessed in that subject (section
1111(b)(2)(D)(i)(1).

LEAs must mark the “1% Alternate Assessment” flag in UTREx for the students with significant cognitive
disabilities who will be participating in Alternate Assessments.

3.2.2.1. Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM)

The DLM is aligned with the Utah Essential Elements (Utah’s alternate standards aligned with the Utah
Core Standards) in order to assess students’ knowledge of the state’s academic content standards. The
DLM provides a way for all students with significant cognitive disabilities to demonstrate their learning
throughout the school year via the DLM Alternate Assessment System. Traditional multiple-choice
testing does not always allow students with significant cognitive disabilities to fully demonstrate their
knowledge. The DLM system maps student learning aligned with college and career readiness
standards in English language arts and mathematics through Alternate Achievement Standards, the
Essential Elements. Students will demonstrate their knowledge of the Essential Elements by
participating in a flexible and adaptive year-end assessment.

The DLM system is accessible by students with significant cognitive disabilities, including those who
also have hearing or visual disabilities and/or neuromuscular, orthopedic, or other motor disabilities.
DLM assessments are flexible and allow for the use of common assistive technologies in addition to
keyboard/mouse and touch-screen technology.

The criteria for participation in the DLM Alternate Assessment reflect the pervasive nature of a
significant cognitive disability. All content areas should be considered when determining eligibility
for this assessment. Thus, a student who participates in the DLM Alternate Assessment participates
in this assessment for all content areas.

Subject Assessed Grades/Courses Assessed
ELA 3-11
Math 3-11

3.2.2.2. Utah Alternate Assessment (UAA)

The UAA is aligned with the Utah Extended Core Standards for Science (Utah’s alternate standards
aligned with the Utah Core Standards for Science). The UAA provides a set of assessment tasks with
standardized administration procedures and performance criteria, from which the teacher chooses
assessment targets for individual students. This system is designed to provide valid annual assessment
of important outcomes for students with significant cognitive disabilities.

Utah’s Alternate Assessment Administration Manual and Assessment Tasks are located at
https://schools.utah.gov/file/88826648-9678-41ce-a5fc-52b325a4af0b.

Version Date 1/23/18 13


https://schools.utah.gov/file/88826648-9678-41ce-a5fc-52b325a4af0b

Subject Assessed Grades/Courses Assessed
Science 4-12

3.2.3. College and Career Readiness Assessments

The Utah Code requires that secondary students participate in a college readiness assessment (53A-1-
611). A college readiness assessment includes a college admissions test that provides an assessment of
language arts, mathematics, and science. The Utah college readiness assessment must be commonly
used by local universities to assess student preparation for college. A student with an IEP may take an
appropriate college readiness assessment other than the tests adopted by the USBE, as determined by
the student’s IEP team.

3.23.1. ACT

The USBE has designated the ACT as the assessment that will be used for accountability measures for
school year 2017-2018, and is also designated as the college readiness assessments that must be
administered to Utah students in grade 11. The ACT is a national college admissions examination that
consists of subject area tests in English, mathematics, reading, and science. ACT results are accepted by
all four-year colleges and universities in the U.S.

Subjects Assessed Grades Assessed
English
Mathematics
Reading 11
Science

ACT has established policies regarding documentation of disability and the process for requesting
accommodations for the ACT. For more information about specific accommodations and their
appropriateness for this assessment, contact the LEA Assessment Director, visit the Utah ACT website
(https://www.act.org/content/act/en/public-affairs/state-organizations/utah.html), and see Appendix
J.

3.2.3.2. Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB)

ASVAB is a nationally normed, multi-aptitude test series that provides high school students with a
gauge to measure their academic and occupational readiness. The career information program section
encourages students to explore a wide variety of careers.

There are nine subject/content areas that are tested with the ASVAB:
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Subjects Grades/Courses Assessed

General Science
Arithmetic Reasoning
Word Knowledge
Paragraph Comprehension

Mathematics Knowledge 11or12
Electronics Information
Auto and Shop Information
Mechanical Comprehension
Assembling Objects

Some accommodations are available for the ASVAB. For more information about specific
accommodations and their appropriateness for this assessment, contact the LEA Assessment Director.

3.3. Other Assessments—Descriptions/Details
3.3.1. National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

The NAEP is the largest nationally-representative and continuing assessment of what students know
and can do in various subject areas. Assessments are conducted periodically in the areas of
mathematics, reading, science, writing, the arts, civics, economics, geography, U.S. history, technology,
and engineering literacy. NAEP assessments are administered uniformly across the nation, and
therefore serve as a common metric for all states. The NAEP assessment remains essentially the same
from year to year, allowing an evaluation of student academic progress over time.

Schools are selected to participate in NAEP assessments using a stratified random sampling process.
This process means that not all students will experience the NAEP assessment. All students with
disabilities enrolled in Utah schools selected for NAEP assessments are expected to participate, unless
the student is receiving instruction based on alternate standards and is eligible for the alternate
assessment (DLM/UAA).

The participation of each school and student selected helps ensure that NAEP truly reflects the
diversity of our nation's student population. For example, NAEP reports results for male and female
students, students in different regions of the country, and students with different racial and ethnic
backgrounds. The school (including the IEP team) may not exclude a student with disabilities from
participation in NAEP assessments.

Year Subject National Grades | State Grades | TUDA Grades
Assessed Assessed Assessed
2014 U.S. History* 8
Civics* 8
Geography* 8
Technology and Engineering 8
Literacy
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Year Subject National Grades | State Grades | TUDA Grades
Assessed Assessed Assessed

2015 Reading* 4,8,12 4,8 4,8
Mathematics* 4,8,12 4,8 4,8
Science** 4,8,12 4,8

2016 Arts* 8

2017 Reading 4,8 4,8 4,8
Mathematics 4,8 4,8 4,8
Writing 4,8,12

2018 U.S. History 8,12
Civics 8,12
Geography 8,12
Technology and Engineering 8

Literacy

2019 Reading 4,8,12 4,8 4,8
Mathematics 4,8,12 4,8 4,8
Science 4,8,12
High School Transcript Study

2020 Long-term Trend

2021 Reading 4,8 4,8 4,8
Mathematics 4,8 4,8 4,8
Writing 4,8,12 8

2022 U.S. History 8.12
Civics 8,12
Geography 8,12
Economics 12
Technology and Engineering 8,12

Literacy

2023 Reading 4,8,12 4,8 4,8
Mathematics 4,8,12 4,8 4,8
Science 4,8,12 4,8 4,8
High School Transcript Study

2024 Arts 8
Foreign Language 12

Many accommodations are available for NAEP assessments. For more information about specific
accommodations and their appropriateness for this assessment, contact the LEA Assessment Director.

3.3.2. Assessing Comprehension and Communication in English State-to-State for English Language
Learners (ACCESS for ELLs)

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 is an online assessment of English language proficiency administered annually to all
students who have been identified as English learners (ELs) and who receive services in an English
language acquisition program 