
 
 

Discounted Summer Reading Books for Students entering 8th grade: 
 

Bomb: The Race to Build – and Steal – The World’s Most Dangerous Weapon 
by Steven Sheinken (10.00 Paperback) 
In 1938, a chemist in a German laboratory made a shocking discovery: When placed next to 
radioactive material, a Uranium atom split in two. That simple discovery launched a scientific 
race. In Great Britain and the United States, Soviet spies worked their way into the scientific 
community; in Norway, a commando force slipped behind enemy lines to attack German 
heavy-water manufacturing; and deep in the desert, a group of scientists was hidden away at 
a remote site at Los Alamos. This is the story of the plotting, the risk-taking, the deceit, and 
genius that created the world's most formidable  weapon. 

 
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson (8.50 Paperback) 
In vivid poems, Woodson shares what it was like to grow up as an African American in the 
1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil 
Rights movement. Touching and powerful, each line a glimpse into a child’s soul as she 
searches for her place in the world. Woodson’s poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice 
through writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her love of 
stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the writer she was to 
become. 

 
Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick (5.50 Paperback) 
Meet Maxwell Kane, a timid soul stuck in the body of a teenage giant with size 14 shoes. 
Haunted by a dark secret in his past, he hides out in the basement room, avoiding the world. 
But when a new kid moves in next door, Max’s life changes forever. The two outcasts from the 
“normal” world team up to become “Freak the Mighty”. Like knights of old, they defend the 
weak, right every wrong – and solve the mystery of Max’s past – proving once and for all that 
courage comes in all sizes. 

 
 

Running Dream by Wendelin Van Draanen (8.00 Paperback) 
When track star Jessica loses her leg in a school bus accident, she is devastated that she will 
never run again. She’s not comforted by the news that she’ll be able to walk with the help of a 
prosthetic leg. Her family, friends and teammates support her as she returns to school and 
practice. However, it is her friendship with Rosa, a girl with cerebral palsy, which helps Jessica 
accept the limitations and discover the gifts of her new life. 

 
 -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WITH YOUR CASH ONLY PAYMENT TO THE ROSA LIBRARY BY MONDAY, MAY 21. 
All books are being sold at the discounted rate for educational institutions. Sales are cash only and we cannot accept 
returned books.  Students will receive their books in school in June. 
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Rosa Summer Reading Book Sale 
Sponsored by our community partner, Barnes and Noble of Cherry Hill 


