Childhood fiteracy
at Parkland School District

By the Numbers

Number of School Districts in Pennsylvania That
Currently Provide A Full-Day Kindergarten Program
(from the 2015 Kids Count Data Center)

Number of States That Do Not Currently Require
Kindergarten. Pennsylvania Is Included In This Minority.
(from the 2015 Kids Count Data Center)

Percent of Parkland Kindergarten Students Requiring
Intervention Based on the STAR Reading Readiness
Assessment Administered in September, 2015.

Percent of Parkland Students Who Currently Qualify for Free
or Reduced Lunch in 2015. This is a 5% Increase from 2014.

0" Building Foundational Skills for ~o
- thefuture

72 na\;u\?:\‘l"l

Research shows that the more words
parents use when speaking to an
8-month-old infant, the greater the
size of their child’s vocabulary at age
3. The landmark Hart-Risley study on
language development documented
that children from low-income families
hear as many as 30 million fewer
words than their more affluent peers
before the age of 4.

Books contain many words that J\\/& oy
children are unlikely to encounter

frequently in spoken language. I~
Children’s books actually contain V"~
50% more rare words than

primetime television or even college

The primary grades (K-2) focus on building
literacy skills. In grades 3-5 the focus shifts
from Learning to Read, to Reading to Learn.
Students who have not mastered reading by
3rd grade therefore struggle in all other
academic areas (math, science, social
studies, efc.)
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The gap widens as students progress through
the curriculum. Research shows that students
who are not reading on grade level by the
end of 3rd grade have a 75% higher
likelihood of not graduating.

2015 STAR

students conversations. ‘Kmdergarten
Research has also revealed the Data
detrimental effect to children when ik

N they are deprived of these b4

&= opportunities. Gaps in reading -

readiness can hamper literacy
%1 development throgughout a clﬁgi
%\,1 S | years an yond, hindering
career options when the child
becomes an adult (NELP, 2009).

What are we
reading tonight?

Let's visit the
\ library!

2015 Kindergarten Reading
Readiness Data
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