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Why have a pull-out program
for advanced learners at the
elementary level?

Most of our dis-
trict’s advanced
learners spend
their time in tra-
ditional class-
rooms. Because
of their academic
abilities, these
students may or
may not be chal-
lenged. The SEM
program is need-
ed because:

o Few teachers have had adequate
training to effectively differentiate
for high ability students

e  Research has shown these students
need to spend time with their intel-
lectual peers

The SEM Program is designed for stu-
dents who are consistently:

e Above average in a specific area of
talent or academic ability

e  Motivated to do more challenging
work

o  Uniformly high in their talent or
ability area on classroom assign-
ments and/or tests.

SEM provides an enriched curriculum
designed to challenge these high ability
learners.

Who are Davis District’s high ability
students?

According to Davis District Policy, they are children
and youth whose high performance or potential for
accomplishment requires a differentiated and chal-
lenging education program to meet their needs in any
one or more of the following areas:

o  (Creative, critical or productive thinking

e  Extraordinary ability in one or more academic
disciplines

e  Visual and performing arts

o Leadership

e  Overall academic ability

What types of learning experiences does SEM
provide?

SEM is designed to provide a variety of enrichment
and extension activities in which students partici-
pate on a part-time basis, usually between 30-60
minutes a week. SEM students may also have the
opportunity to participate in district sponsored com-
petitions such as History Fair, Science Fair, Math
and Science Olympiad, Elementary Debate, Story-
telling Festival or others.

Who teaches SEM?

The SEM Program is directed at the school level by
teacher-assistants. These assistants participate in
an initial in-depth district training and then meet
monthly for training directed by the SEM Supervi-
sor. Teacher-assistants work with the classroom
teacher and School Enrichment Team to offer chal-
lenging learning opportunities for these students.

What curriculum is taught in SEM?
The teacher-assistant works in conjunc-
tion with the traditional classroom
teacher to enrich the students’ learning
by adding depth, rigor and complexity to
the Davis Essential Skills and
Knowledge (DESK) standards. Activi-
ties are designed based on student
needs and interests and may be tied to
any curricular area. The SEM program
offers the following types of experiences:

e Type I - General enrichment for all
students

e  Type II - Specific cluster classes
designed for groups of identified
high ability students

e  Type III - Independent research-
based student projects facilitated by
the teacher-assistant.

How are students identified for
SEM?

Student test scores as well as classroom
performance are examined and provide
the data used for identification. Teach-
ers in the traditional classroom work
with the SEM teacher-assistant to offer
input in the identification of students to
be served.
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