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PARKLAND
WINS TOP WORKPLACE AWARD
Parkland School District has been awarded a 2016 Top Workplaces honor and Richard Sniscak,
Superintendent, received the Top Leadership Award in this year’s Morning Call Top Workplace Program.
The Top Workplaces List is based solely on the results of an employee feedback survey administered by
WorkplaceDynamics, LLC, a leading research firm that specializes in organizational health and workplace
improvement. Several aspects of workplace culture were measured, including alignment, execution, and
connection, just to name a few.

Richard Sniscak stated, “We are honored to receive this award. We have a wonderful, caring group of
employees who come to work each day for one reason – to inspire children to achieve greatness. It’s hard
to imagine a better job than helping a child grow into a responsible, compassionate and educated citizen.
This award is one that we share with our entire staff and the amazing Parkland community we call home.”
“The Top Workplaces award is not a popularity contest. And often, people assume it’s all about fancy perks
and benefits,” says Doug Claffey, CEO of WorkplaceDynamics. “But to be a Top Workplace, organizations
must meet our strict standards for organizational health. And who better to ask about work life than the
people who live the culture every day—the employees. Time and time again, our research has proven that
what’s most important to them is a strong belief in where the organization is headed, how it’s going to
get there, and the feeling that everyone is in it together. Without this sense of connection, an organization
doesn’t have a shot at being named a Top Workplace.”
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DAVID ORDWAY IS
THIS YEAR’S MR. PARKLAND
PHS male students
competed in the
20th Annual
Pageant for the title
of Mr. Parkland and
the chance to win a
$500 scholarship.
During the evening,
each young man
showcased his
talents. David
Ordway was this
year’s winner! He
performed a lipsync tribute to Miley
Cyrus. Runners-up
included Steven
Garcon and
Daniel Zahn.

Get Home Safe.

Don’t drink and
drive.

CONGRATULATIONS PHS
ATHLETES!
STATE CHAMPS TO DATE
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
STATE SILVER MEDALISTS
Football
DISTRICT CHAMPS TO DATE
Football
Boys Basketball
Girls Volleyball
Girls Soccer
Boys Cross Country
Girls Swimming
Volleyball Gatorade PA Player of the Year:
Kristin Krause
PA State Volleyball Coaches Association All-State
Selections
Erika Foose, Kristin Krause, Avery Perosa,
Siena Salvaggio and Sam Webber
PA Soccer Coaches Association
All-State selections
Rachel Medlar, Brooke Schutter and Jake Stengel
2015 Pennsylvania Football All-State Team
Noel Brouse, Devante Cross and Kenny Yeboah
PIAA Northeast Regional Wrestling Championship
Jacob Lesak

119,100 deaths
have been cause by
Drinking and Driving
(National Highway Traffic Administration)
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CONTINUOUS ENERGY IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM = MAJOR SAVINGS

Parkland became involved in a Continuous Energy Improvement (CEI) Program in June 2014. It is a program sponsored by PPL Electric Utilities and
implemented under the guidance of the Strategic Energy Group (SEG). The Program included the creation of Energy Green Teams in every school to work
in concert with PPL and SEG. Orefield Middle School was designated as a pilot school in 2014-15, which witnessed a 26% total energy reduction,
in large part due to the conversion to natural gas and a more
efficient boiler system that was installed during the summer of 2014.
The goal of this year’s program is to reduce electric consumption
by at least 2% district-wide by enlisting “Energy Green Teams” in all
other Parkland buildings to engage all students and staff in
becoming stewards of energy conservation.
Ironton Elementary School is the focus of this month’s feature, where
electrical consumption has declined by 3,000 kWh equating to a
$200 savings from November through February. Here, the main
hallway has been transformed into a showcase of electrical
consumption/savings awareness. Conceived by and undertaken by
Gifted Teacher Kathy Urban and supported by Principal Rob Holmes,
the long hallway is not only a great piece of visual art, it is a living
creation that illustrates for the entire school how much electricity is
consumed each day and also compares consumption (in kWh and
demand) with yesterday, last month and last year. The graphics are
maintained daily by the students at Ironton who can’t wait to see how
the school performs on a daily basis.

Ironton teacher Kathy Urban stands with several students in the hallway of the school where
the Energy Champions Unite poster she designed is displayed.

Many neat initiatives have been undertaken in other schools as well.
Reminders have been placed on light switches to turn out the lights
when not in use and videos with energy-saving tips have been produced and shared at Parkland High School via the TV Daily News.

Poster contests have motivated students to depict energy conservation ideas. Some schools have created Green Team Mascots, and all use the newly
purchased Dashboard System to showcase daily building energy usage (the public can view this also at www.parklandsd.org). Green Teams promote
conservation discussions during classroom instruction, conduct student/staff surveys regarding energy usage, and create energy conservation goals for
each building. District-wide, since the inception of this program in June 2014, Parkland has saved 1,181,289 kWh, or approximately $100,410.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Dear Parkland Community,
Welcome Spring!
I’d like to take this opportunity to update you on the results of a Feasibility Study that was conducted over the past year
to help us plan through the year 2025. In the last issue, we reported on two major decisions that were direct outcomes
of the study. The first surrounds the fact that we will redistrict all sending school areas this fall by pushing our population
north and east. This will occur as the population in the southwest corner of the District explodes with new residential
developments and student enrollment declines steadily in the northern tier of the District. We will also be implementing a
full-day Kindergarten Program in the fall for all students. The Feasibility Study helped lead us to these outcomes as one of
its main goals was to project enrollment through 2024. The firm we hired also examined every District facility and outlined
capital improvement project needs for the next decade, as well as studied options for the aging Troxell Building. The findings
from the study were presented during three separate board meetings in October, February and March. Below is a summary
of the presentations.

KEY DATES IN THE
2016-17 BUDGET
TIMELINE

MAY 5 – Budget Seminar Day-long Board Meeting where
budget is reviewed in fine detail
with Administration and Board
MAY 24– Adoption of Proposed
Final Budget
JUNE 13 – District newsletter is
mailed out to all residents and
includes budget overview
JUNE 28– Adoption of Final
Budget by the School Board

As Demographics Change, Parkland
continues to meet the needs of ALL
students
70% WHITE
12% HISPANIC
4% AFRICAN AMERICAN
11% ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER
3% ALL OTHERS
25% Eligible for Free/Reduced Lunch
15% Receive Special Education
Services
8% Receive Gifted Education Services
39 Students are labeled “homeless”
Number of English Language
Learners: 231

Some capital improvement projects that were cited in the Feasibility Study will be tackled this year as the District just
borrowed $10M to improve school facilities. The District will install portable classrooms at Fogelsville and Jaindl schools
to accommodate full-day Kindergarten in the fall, build a few additional bathrooms in Kindergarten classrooms, purchase
10 new school buses, resurface the outdoor track at PHS, and resurface the pool liner at PHS. Other upcoming projects
include the probable need to construct a new elementary school in Upper Macungie where enrollment projections show that
an influx of an additional 500 elementary students in that corner of Parkland is possible in the next few years. Part of the
$10M borrowed this year has been earmarked for a possible land acquisition that would house the new school. Additional
capital improvement projects cited in the study include energy audits/HVAC system upgrades, site lighting projects, carpet
replacement in various buildings, new computers and network upgrades, concrete and drain repairs, and roofing projects.
The Troxell Building, built in 1922 and which was the first “Parkland High School,” houses the Transportation, Food Services,
School Services, Curriculum and Instruction, and a portion of the Technology Department. The building also consists of a
computer lab, meeting space for professional development and an In-school Suspension Program. A portion of the building
is rented out to Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit 21, and a Pre-K Counts Program, sponsored by the Community Services
for Children, will be based at Troxell in the spring. This building has been showing its age for some time as it stopped
housing students regularly in 1999. At some point in the next 5-10 years, the District will need to make a decision whether
to renovate the building, demolish it, or sell the property. Options for all of these, as well as a combination of these options
(such as razing a portion and adding on to the existing building), were presented to the School Board for consideration.
Large sections of the building go unused and the overall efficiency of the outdated facility is well below what Parkland
has come to expect of its buildings. The cost to renovate the space for its current use was projected at $32-38M. Another
option that was reviewed was one that would demolish the existing building and build another building on site behind
the current building. This would cost about $26-28M. The Board also reviewed an option to sell the Troxell Building and
subdivide the property and build a new building behind it on the baseball fields with an estimated cost of $22-24M. The
last option consisted of relocating the Curriculum and Instruction, Technology and Alternative Education Departments to the
Administration Center by adding an addition. This would cost about $8M. Food Services and Transportation would be added
to the Orefield site on Stadium Road at a cost of about $9M bringing the total cost to approximately $17M. In this scenario,
the district would also benefit from the sale of the Troxell site. Whatever the School Board ultimately decides to do, we will
ensure that the Troxell Building, in its current form, is given a meaningful goodbye by inviting alumni back for a trip down
memory lane.
It’s hard for me to comment on the budget at this time. Frustratingly, I can only report that as of mid-March, we still don’t
have a state budget in place and it doesn’t seem likely that the impasse will end soon. Therefore, our June newsletter will be
filled with budget information for our residents to review prior to the final adoption on June 26th.
Please take the time to peruse the wonderful offerings we provide to our community, whether it be the free adult education
classes for our senior citizens, a spring performance by our talented students, or the community web site that links
parents to summer camp information and recreational opportunities. We invite you to share in all the wonderful ways our
community continues to be one of the most sought after districts in the Lehigh Valley.
Thank you for your continued support,
Richard T. Sniscak
Superintendent of Schools

SUPERINTENDENT'S

PARKLAND
PRIDE AWARD

YOU TOP THE RANKS, YOU DESERVE THANKS.

NOMINATE AN EMPLOYEE OR VOLUNTEER SUPERINTENDENT’S PARKLAND PRIDE AWARD
RECOGNIZES EMPLOYEES AND
VOLUNTEERS WHO GO ABOVE AND BEYOND

Parkland School District students, parents, residents and staff, are invited to
participate in the new Superintendent's Parkland Pride Award Program which
recognizes outstanding employee and volunteer achievements within Parkland School District. We invite you to tell us about a Parkland School District staff member or volunteer who has gone the extra
mile this school year to make you proud to live in Parkland or be a part of the Parkland staff! Don't
delay - nominations are due April 15, 2016.

All nominations must be made online. Click the QR code for more information or visit www.parklandsd.org for more information.
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THE CLASS OF 2016 WILL
GRADUATE AT PPL CENTER
JUNE 14, 2016 AT 7 PM.
PARENTS OF PRESCHOOLERS: NEW WEB-BASED PROGRAM GIVES
IDEAS
TO ENSURE CHILDREN ARE SCHOOL-READY
I

Teach Me to Learn at Home is a website uniquely designed for parents and grandparents of children 2-5 years old who want
to accelerate their learning. The site: http://learningportal.teachmetolearnathome.com/register/ is FREE for Parkland
residents to access (use membership code PARKLAND to register). The site is can be accessed via any computer, laptop,
tablet or smartphone and even has a convenient “read this page to me” feature on each web page so that parents can
listen to the site while they are cooking or performing other tasks. The web site focuses on six learning paths that teach the
most critical learning skills needed to best prepare children for the academic rigors of kindergarten. There are hundreds
of evidence-based activities and ideas for parents to try at home or on the go, such as in the car or at the grocery store.
Activities are presented in step by step videos and include printable activities. A social media component allows parents to
engage with educational experts, thereby developing a professional learning community for parents.

NEW SYNTHETIC TURF FIELD IS A COMMUNITY FACILITY

Parkland School District installed a new synthetic turf surface at the Parkland High School Stadium. The surface is designed specifically for Soccer,
Lacrosse and Field Hockey and primary use of it will be for those three sports. Information regarding recreational organization use and related fees may be
obtained by emailing Steve Walck at facilitiestracker@parklandsd.org. All PHS sporting events (except track) that are open to the public at the stadium will
be subject to the normal entry fee for PIAA athletic events as follows: $3 for students; $5 for adults. Preschoolers, Senior Citizens aged 62 and older, and
military personnel/veterans will be admitted free of charge.
Weather permitting, the PHS Stadium will be open Monday – Friday, 7 AM to dusk, year-round (except for holidays) for Parkland School District residents
to walk the all-weather track. Unauthorized use of the turf field will not be permitted. Exceptions: If an organized sporting event is taking place on the turf
field such as a Parkland Soccer, Field Hockey or Lacrosse Game/Practice or a Youth Group Sporting Event, the track will be closed to the general public.
We expect that the facility will be closed May 23 - July 14, 2016, while we resurface the track.
The OMS football stadium will be open, weather permitting, Saturday and Sunday 8 AM - 4 PM during the school year, September 12 through June 11
(except for holidays), for Parkland School District residents to walk on the cinder track. At no time will unauthorized use of the grass field be permitted.
Exceptions: If an organized sporting event is taking place on the field (either a game or practice), the track will be closed to the general public.

FOOD SERVICE GRANTS BRING
BREAKFAST CART & SMOOTHIES TO PSD
The Food Services Department received two grants, one grant from Dairy on the Go and
another from the Mid-Atlantic Dairy Association. One grant will pay for a mobile breakfast
cart that will be set up outside the PHS library starting in April. Students will be able to grab
healthy breakfast items such as hot sandwiches, bagels, fresh fruit, and yogurt for breakfast
on the go.
The second grant paid for two industrial-sized blenders which will start out at Parkway
Manor and Kratzer and eventually be rotated
throughout the District. The blenders will
be used to pilot a smoothie program at the
schools. Smoothies will consist of low-fat/fat
-free milk, low-fat yogurt, and fresh fruits such
as strawberries, blueberries, and bananas.
Smoothies will be piloted during breakfast
at the cost of a breakfast meal, free for free
students, $.30 for reduced students, and
$1.25 for paid elementary students.

Genuine Photo Booth

& Chocolate Fantasy Fountain Rentals

Go Trojans!

When planning a Prom, Graduation, Sweet Sixteen,
team, club party, or any party at all...
Consider renting state of the art equipment at
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES.

Photo Booths
Chocolate Fountains
Professional Balloon Decorations
Ice Cream Sundae Bar
Espresso Bar
Photo Booth Rentals

$600

PennsylvaniaPhotoBooths.com
YourChocolateFantasy.com
LehighSweets.com
PartiesByBalloonWorks.com

610-451-9538
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WHAT IS A MAKER SPACE?
At Fogelsville Elementary, a new Maker Space section of the Media Center was piloted this year. What is a Maker
Space? Essentially, it is a place where kids can tinker, design and create. Creativity is encouraged, as is trial and
error. Maker spaces encourage experimentation and open-ended exploration with the belief that making mistakes
is a great way to learn. Maker Spaces teach perseverance and grit. They encourage students to think critically and
work collaboratively.
In Parkland, the Maker Space is a place that reinforces literacy and STEM skills that are being taught in the
classroom. The Maker Space pilot was developed when Media Specialist Samantha Edwards and Principal Tim
Chorones applied for and received grants that supplied the Media Center with initial equipment. The stations they
have created within Fogelsville are highlighted below.
Publishing Center - Here, students can bring their written works to life via a book binding machine. They can also
bring their stories to life through video. A video green screen enables students to make book reviews for their
peers. Videos that include illustrations from books get fellow students excited about reading. Using an iMac’s
video editing software, students recently created stories about bully prevention which were able to be shared
school-wide. Students who struggle with engagement during literacy activities in class might exhibit
understanding when engaging with LEGO® Education StoryStarter. Each set comes with 1,174 pieces and five
Chase Mengel enjoys the Lego table.
plates, each of which are used to show the beginning, middle and end of a story. Students choose from a variety
of pieces to develop settings, characters and plots for the stories they tell. They develop their context through building before putting their thoughts and
creations into words.
Robotics Coding Center - With Dash and Dot® robots, students are learning how to write computer code while
they program the robots to perform movements, navigate a maze and play a xylophone. This year’s Fogelsville
student team entered into a national competition and took home 7th Place out of more than 1,150 teams
across the nation as they tackled seven computer coding challenges administered by the robot’s creators,
Wonder Workshop. Over the course of two months, students worked together to code solutions and upload
videos of successful missions for each competition challenge. Another coding favorite is the Ozobot. Students
program and control the mini robots with OzoCodes by simply drawing lines and color segments.
Dash and Dot robots.

Electronics Center - Elenco’s Snap Circuits® makes learning electronics easy and fun.
Students follow colorful pictures to build radios, digital voice recorders, burglar alarms,
doorbells, and more. Makey Makey Kits® is a product that was initiated by two students
at MIT. Kids use bananas and circuits to construct a banana piano - you can’t get much
more fun than that!
Engineering and Design Center - A favorite station is the Lego® table which was built and
painted by Fogelsville parents. Legos® were donated by school families (shown above).
Also, a K’NEX® set was given to Fogelsville by the Lehigh Carbon Intermediate Unit when
the school registered a team to participate in an upcoming Building and Design Challenge.
Students also use these tools to start the writing process. They can build out their story
ideas and then start writing.

Measuring slightly over an inch, Ozobots are one of the
world’s smallest smart robot toys.

Early Literacy Center - Osmo® works with the iPad’s camera. Attach a mirror and your
table top becomes an interactive game pad. The image projection on the desk creates a
cool interactive experience. Tangrams® work with Osmo® to allow students to explore
shapes and how they go together. Osmo® is also a great tool with younger classes as
games on the device allow children to work on beginning letter sounds and sight words.

Want to try this at home? Check out
Samantha Edwards’ list of favorite
computer coding web sites at:
http://www.fvmediacenter.org/
hour-of-code.html

Special thanks to volunteers Heather & Glenn Hechler who
designed and crafted the Lego table and Camille Chase,
Katrina Sundstrom, and Michelle McEvoy for painting the
table and to the many families who donated Legos!

We are excited to announce that
the Parkland School District
Education Foundation plans to use
Education Improvement Tax Credit
donations from The Neffs National
Bank, Weis Markets, UGI, American
Bank, and Embassy Bank to create
Maker Spaces in all Parkland
Elementary Schools for the start of
next school year.

Fogelsville
students won
7th in Nation
in the Wonder
League
Robotics
Competition.
Back row from
left to right:
Owen Rodgers,
Brady Phillip,
Jason Heller
Middle:
Chloe Chase,
Emily Collins
Front: Natalie
Pelizzoni
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PARKLAND SENIORS

A Community of Learners

The following classes will be offered this spring to senior citizens, ages 55 and older, who reside in the
Parkland School District. The classes are FREE of charge. Please register before the class deadline of April 11,
2016 either online at www.parklandsd.org/seniors/ or complete the registration form on the facing page and
mail or FAX to: Community Relations, Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse Rd., Allentown, PA 18104,
FAX 610-351-5509.
Because this program is very popular, we ask that people do not register unless they can attend a majority of
the sessions. All classes (excluding Zumba Gold and Yoga) will be reserved via a lottery system. Please note
that registration forms received after 4/11/16 will be added to a waiting list and will be notified after class
rosters are finalized and if a class spot becomes available. Parkland School District will send out course
notifications the week ending April 15th. Kindly refrain from contacting the office until after April 18th if you
have not yet received confirmation. Zumba Gold and Yoga registrants are automatically enrolled and will not
receive a confirmation email/letter. Thank you.

WATER AEROBICS

Parkland High School Pool, Maximum of 25 participants/class
Saturdays, April 23-June 11, 1-2 PM
OR
Wednesdays, April 27-June 15, 6-7 PM
The class features low impact aerobics (conducted in shallow water)
specifically geared to seniors. These classes are taught by local instructors.
The class will focus on the use of all muscles and limbs, breathing and
stretching. Water shoes or old clean sneakers are suggested for safety. Swim
noodles are provided at the pool. Swimmers should enter through the lower
entrance at the back of the Athletic Wing. Two classes will be offered this
spring in the Parkland High School Pool located at
2700 North Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown, PA 18104.

YOGA FOR SENIORS - NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Schnecksville Elementary School Gym
Tuesdays, May 10-June 14, *No class on May 17*,4-5 PM
Maria and Joe will be the instructors. For part of the year, they teach yoga
on Crystal Cruises. She is co-author of the yoga e-book, “Yoga--a Quick
and Effective Program for Cyclists.” Her philosophy is that staying flexible
helps people move better and prevents the possibility of further injury.
Join them for a class of simple but effective yoga postures that will help
you feel energized. Plus, a relaxation period is included in each class.
Please bring your own yoga mat. One class will be offered at Schnecksville
Elementary School, 4260 Sand Spring Rd., Schnecksville, PA 18078.

55 ALIVE/SAFE DRIVER AARP REFRESHER COURSE

Parkland Administration Center Board Room, 4 or 8 hour sessions:
Thursday, May 19, 9 AM-1 PM (for repeat course takers)
OR
Wednesday and Thursday, June 8 & 9, 9 AM-1 PM (for first time course
takers/expired certificate holders only)
Sponsored by the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP), the
course includes either four or eight hours of classroom instruction that
refines existing skills and knowledge and develops safe, defensive driving
techniques. Upon completion, Pennsylvania residents age 55 and over
may be eligible for auto insurance discounts. PennDot and the state of
Pennsylvania have approved a 4-hour AARP driver safety class for any
student who has previously taken the “55 Alive” 8-hour Driver Safety class
in the past. *To be admitted to the 4-hour course, you must present to
the instructor written proof that you have taken a Pennsylvania approved
driver safety course within the past 3 years. Therefore, if it’s been 37
months since you have completed a class, you will be required to take
the 8-hour class to qualify for the insurance discount. Proof may be in
the form of a copy of the course certificate or the insurance policy that
shows the driver course discount. Please also bring your driver’s license,
a pen, and your AARP membership card with you if you are a member.
The Parkland Administration Center is located at 1210 Springhouse Rd.,
Allentown, PA 18104.

MICROSOFT OFFICE 2013 WORD

Troxell Building Computer Lab, Room 108, Maximum of 20 participants
Monday and Wednesday, May 9 and May 11, 5:30-8:00 PM
Prerequisite: Basic Understanding of Computers
Need to type a simple letter or note? Learn to use menus and toolbars
in Microsoft Word 2013 to accomplish basic tasks including selecting /
highlighting, scrolling, saving and printing. Create, edit, revise and format a
document. Learn how to cut, copy, and paste text, and save files.
Work with Spell Check, the Dictionary, Help menu and Clipart. We will create
a flyer or poster during class. Troxell Building is located at 2219 N. Cedar
Crest Blvd. Allentown, PA 18104. Please enter the building through the back
parking lot.

ZUMBA GOLD - NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Parkway Manor Elementary School Gym
Wednesdays, April 20-June 15, 4:45-5:45 PM
Zumba Gold is a dance fitness class designed for the active senior
and will be taught by a certified instructor who is volunteering her
time to teach Parkland seniors. The class will feature dance routines
set to Latin music as well as some pop hits. Easy to follow low impact
moves - great rhythms - lots of FUN! Come Join the Party! Parkway
Manor Elementary School is located at 768 Parkway Road, Allentown,
PA 18104.

QIGONG (pronounced “Chee gong”) WITH TAI CHI

Parkland Administration Center Board Room, Maximum of 30 participants
Tuesdays, April 26 – June 14, 10-11:30 AM

Qigong is an exercise for health and longevity and an essential part of
Classical Chinese Medicine. Tai Chi (or Taijichuan) is a Chinese martial
art also widely practiced as a health exercise. Qigong movements are less
demanding than yoga or tai chi but offer similar benefits. Both qigong and tai
chi focus on coordinating one’s intention, breath and movement. This class
will begin with one hour of qigong practice; the optional last 30 minutes
will be devoted to learning a short, simplified tai chi form. No equipment is
needed; both exercises are done standing. Please wear comfortable shoes
and clothing that allows free movement. The Parkland Administration Center
is located at 1210 Springhouse Rd., Allentown, PA 18104.

THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT

Troxell Building Computer Lab, Room 108, Maximum of 20 participants
Wednesday, May 4, 6:00 – 8:30 PM
Learn about the fast emerging world of mobile applications (apps, for
short). An app is a piece of software that can run on the Internet, on
your computer, or on your mobile phone, tablet or other electronic
device. In this class you will learn how to search for, download and add
apps to your mobile devices and then, learn how to have fun with them.
Prerequisite: A valid email address (will need to download apps), an
iPhone or mobile ‘smart’ phone, iPad or a mobile tablet. Troxell Building
is located at 2219 N. Cedar Crest Blvd. Allentown, PA 18104. Please enter
the building through the back parking lot.

INTRODUCTION TO FACEBOOK & PINTEREST

Cetronia Elementary Computer Lab, Max of 25 participants
Wednesday, April 27, 5:30-8:30 PM
Have you been hearing these buzz words and don’t know what all
the fuss is about? Don’t be left behind. Pinterest is a social
bookmarking site where users collect and share photos of their favorite
events, interests and hobbies and best of all, you can browse pinboards
created by other people. We’ll help guide you through the ins and outs
and get you on the Pinterest bandwagon. This course will also introduce
you to the basics of getting started with a Facebook account as well
as using this social networking tool. This is a fast-paced class with
advanced instruction on using online tools. Only intermediate computer
users should sign up for this class. Users that want to create their own
Pinterest boards during class should create an account before the class
begins at http://pinterest.com. Cetronia Elementary School is located at
3635 Broadway, Cetronia, PA 18104. Please enter the building through
the back parking lot.

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT PARKLAND’S FREE PUBLIC ACCESS TV CHANNELS?
Service Electric Cable Channel 264 or HD Channel 102.9
RCN Cable Channel 65
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SENIOR CITIZENS
INVITED TO ANNUAL
SPRING CONCERT
AND DINNER
SPONSORED BY:

610-351-5597
RESERVATION HOTLINE WILL OPEN
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 6 AT 11 AM TO ALLOW
EQUAL ACCESS FOR ALL IN THE COMMUNITY
Join us for one of our most popular spring concert
events this year! Parkland senior citizens are invited
to enjoy a free dinner at Parkland High School and
then adjourn to the auditorium for some great
music by talented student musicians. Seniors can
choose to attend the Parkland High School Band
concert on Thursday, April 21st or the Parkland
High School Orchestra concert on Thursday, May
12th. On both nights, doors open at 5:00 PM in the
high school cafeteria. Dinner will be served at 5:30
PM and the concerts begin at 7:00 PM. Residents
should select only one so that we can host as
many people as possible. Please call 610-3515597 and follow the prompts to leave your RSVP on
our automated voice message system. In order to
ensure that all seniors in the community have equal
access to both dinner concerts, WE WILL NOT

OPEN OUR RESERVATION HOTLINE UNTIL 11
AM ON WEDNESDAY APRIL 6, 2016.

At that time, reservation requests will be
accommodated in the order they are received until
the dinner concerts are full.
You will only receive a call back if you have a
specific question. Your RSVP will be recorded and
you can simply check in under your last name when
you attend the dinner.

NOTE: ALL GUESTS MUST BE 55 OR OLDER
AND RESIDE WITHIN THE PARKLAND SCHOOL
DISTRICT.
For any questions pertaining to the Senior Citizen
Program at Parkland, please contact Nicole Mehta
McGalla, Director of Community Relations &
Development, at (610)351-5630.

Parkland Seniors - A Community of Learners

Register online at
www.parklandsd.org/seniors/

If you don’t have access to the Internet, complete the registration form below.
Because this program is very popular, we ask that people do not register unless
they can attend a majority of the sessions. Be sure to write clearly and include your
phone number. Room locations will be posted in the main lobby of schools.
Thank you for your interest.
THE DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS APRIL 11, 2016. PLEASE NOTE THAT A
LOTTERY SYSTEM IS USED AND COURSE NOTIFICATIONS WILL BE SENT OUT
THE WEEK ENDING APRIL 15, 2016.
WATER AEROBICS
Please choose only (1) class below:
____Class 1: Saturdays, April 23-June 11, 1-2 PM, PHS pool
____Class 2: Wednesdays, April 27-June 15, 6-7 PM, PHS pool
55 ALIVE/ SAFE DRIVER AARP REFRESHER COURSES
Please choose only (1) class below:
Note: 4-hour sessions listed below are for those that have completed 8-hour Driver
Training Safety courses in the past or have not taken a course within the last 3
years. Refer to details on facing page for more info.
___ Class #1 Thursday, May 19 (for repeat course takers), 9 AM-1PM, Admin Ctr.
Board Rm
___ Class #2 Wednesday and Thursday, June 8 & 9 (for first-time course
takers or expired certificate holders only), 9 AM-1 PM, Admin Ctr. Board Rm
MICROSOFT OFFICE 2013 WORD
____ Monday and Wednesday, May 9 & May 11, 5:30-8:00 PM, Troxell Building
Computer Lab
QIGONG WITH TAI CHI
____ Tuesdays, April 26-June 14, 10-11:30 AM, Parkland Administration Center
THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT!
____Wednesday, May 4th, 6-8:30 PM, Troxell Building Computer Lab
INTRODUCTION TO FACEBOOK AND PINTEREST
____ Wednesday, April 27th, 5:30-8:30 PM, Cetronia Elementary Computer Lab
YOGA – *No registration required, all are welcome*
Tuesdays, May 10-June 14 (*No class on May 17*), 4-5 PM Schnecksville
Elementary Gym
ZUMBA GOLD – *No registration required, all are welcome*
Wednesdays, April 20-June 15, 4:45-5:45 PM, Parkway Manor School Gym
Registrations will be accepted through Monday, 4/11/16. Those registering after
4/11/16 will be added to a waiting list and will be notified after class rosters are
finalized if a class spot becomes available. If you don’t register online, please mail
this form to: Community Relations, Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse
Rd., Allentown, PA 18104 or FAX to 610-351-5509.
Name_____________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________
Address__________________________________________ Zip Code___________
Email: _________________________

TAX REBATE REMINDER FOR SENIORS and

Other Qualifying Claimants with Limited Incomes

The Senior Citizens Real Property Tax Rebate Resolution of 2005 allows a portion of property tax
dollars to be rebated to senior citizens and other qualifying claimants with limited incomes.
The tax rebate program refunded approximately $33,000 throughout the community last year.
Parkland School District will once again be conducting the rebate program in 2016.
Applications are available in the Business Office at 1210 Springhouse Road and can be
downloaded from the web at http://www.parklandsd.org/departments/business-administration/
senior-citizen-property-tax-rebate/
A list of frequently asked questions is also available on the district web site at the same web
address.
For further help or information, please call the Business Office at (610) 351-5510 between 8 AM
and 4 PM, Monday – Friday.
The deadline for filing is June 30, 2016.
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FOR KIDS AND FAMILIES

2016 ASUMMER
YOUTH
CAMPS
Convenient Listing for Parkland Families
WWW.PARKLANDSD.ORG/COMMUNITY/SUMMERCAMPS
Recreational, Outdoor, Athletic, Arts, Academic Camps
are listed for your convenience
under the Community tab of the PSD web site www.parklandsd.org

Support Yourself, Ladies.
Divorce shouldn’t leave you feeling financially powerless.
You’re not alone. Navigate your various divorce settlement options with the help of
an experienced professional and invest in your future. Men we are here for you, too.

Get a head start
on the fall semester
with summer classes.
Sessions start
May 23 and July 11.

Get
Julie M. Dellisant-Flugel, CFP ®, CDFA™
Helping You Make Smart Decisions In Difficult Times.

AHEAD

610-799-1575
admissions@lccc.edu
lccc.edu
Start Here | Go Anywhere

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ / Certified Divorce Financial Analyst
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC | 1 E. Broad St. Suite 550
Bethlehem, PA | 610.861.8403 | juliedellisantflugeljanney.com
Member:NYSE,FINRA,SIPC

2015-16 PSD PROFILE
SAT RESULTS

SPRING 2015 PSSA SUMMARY
The scores at left provide information about Parkland’s
performance compared to the performance of districts
state-wide in English Language Arts, Mathematics, and
Science on the Pennsylvania System of School
Assessment (PSSA) which were administered in grades
3-8 during the Spring of 2015. The average Reading
Growth Index Score, which measures the amount that
students exceed in the standard for PA Growth was the
2nd highest in the state. Math scores of 4th-8th
graders ranked 16th highest in the in the state. There
are 500 school districts in Pennsylvania.

SAT Results for the Class of 2015
79% of the Class of 2015 took the SAT1

ADVANCED PLACEMENT

Parkland offers 28 Advanced Placement (AP) courses as part of the high school curriculum. In 2015, 84% of the 753 AP tests taken achieved a score of a three or
higher and 26% scored a five. These scores allow students to be eligible to receive college credit for the equivalent course at one of more than 2,900 colleges
nationwide. In 2013, 2014 and 2015 Parkland School District made the College Board’s Annual AP District Honor Roll — a list of less than 450 districts across
the U.S. and Canada who are honored for increasing access to AP course work while simultaneously maintaining or increasing the percentage of students earning
scores of 3 or higher on AP Exams.

PARKLAND HIGH SCHOOL PERFORMANCE PROFILE SCORE: 86

Want to see all the awards, news and info as it happens?
Follow @ParklandSchools or like Parkland School District on Facebook to receive a WEEKLY UPDATE that includes
UPCOMING EVENTS and ANNOUNCEMENTS about AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS.
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Education Foundation 5Th Anniversary

PRESENTED BY

Parkland School District
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2016 DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI WHO WILL BE HONORED
Preserving Excellence, Building a Dream

DENISE DONATELLI, 1968

Three-time Grammy nominated
recording artist and jazz vocalist

FEATURING

ROBERT B. HEINTZELMAN, 1976

Supervisor & Co-Owner,
Heintzelman Funeral Home, Inc.

BARRY E. ISETT, 1954

Calling all Alumni! Stay connected to your
Parkland High School network through
LinkedIn. With new alumni events taking
place, you won’t want to miss out on all that is planned. Join a
discussion of fellow alums talking about your industry, comment on
an article someone has posted or make a new connection by visiting
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/904327.

CEO & Chairman of the Board,
Barry Isett & Associates, Inc.

AIMEE MULLINS, 1993

Actress, athlete, model and TED
conference All-Star speaker

BEN YOUNGERMAN, PHS ’05
known as “Bow Tie Ben” of
the Lehigh Valley Phantoms

D. BRAD PATT, 1990

Senior VP / Regional Manager,
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
Fox & Roach Realtors & The Trident
Group; Lehigh Valley & Bucks County

MONDAY, MAY 2, 2016

EIGHT ELEMENTARY ART
TEACHERS COLLABORATE TO
RECEIVE FOUNDATION GRANT

THE CENTER AT HOLIDAY INN
I N B R E I N I G S V I L L E , PA

}

6PM Cocktail Hour

Purchase tickets at:

For more info:
www.parklandsd.org/foundation
610-351-5572 or karehak@parklandsd.org
Purchase tickets at:
or call 610-351-5572
www.parklandsd.org/foundation.

2016 marks the five-year anniversary of the Parkland School District
Education Foundation. Since its inception, the Foundation has raised
more than $475,000 to give back to the District in the form of Celebrate
Innovation Grants. Two hundred teachers and staff members have
received these funds to foster innovation in the classroom and support
grassroots initiatives within their clubs and inside their buildings.
The Celebrate Innovation Grant program is designed to support projects
that enhance the current curriculum and have measurable educational
benefits for a wide range of students and/or staff. The range of impact
was most evident this year in a grant called, “Document Cameras in the
Art Room.” Last spring, all eight elementary school art teachers came
together to apply for one grant in hopes of increasing the visual standards
in every art room across the District.
Document cameras are real-time image capture devices for displaying an object to a large audience. They are able to
magnify and project the images of actual, three-dimensional objects, as well as transparencies. Fred J. Jaindl
Elementary School art teacher, Megan Lesser, explains, “For many art lessons, we need to physically demonstrate
directions. The usual methods used are gathering students around a table or teaching from the board. These traditional
practices are no longer the best practices as time is wasted when making the transition, behavior issues can occur, and
students can forget the directions by the time they are back at their seats and ready to move on. With a document
camera we are able to demonstrate from a single location, students remain at their seats with their own art project right
at hand, and students stay focused, engaged, and motivated.”
Above: A document camera projects an
The need to update traditional practices in the art rooms was seen by all eight teachers. While what happens at one
school may not effect another, this group felt there was a responsibility to work together to improve the process for
all students.
The document cameras were installed in the fall, but the opportunity for teamwork did not end there. The group recently
reported, “We are able to record instructional videos to use in times of need. We save the videos on Google Drive and
share them so we can learn from and help one another. This is great because we often do not have time to work
together on projects.”

image while students work in art class.
Below: Elementary art teachers Marcie
Kuhns, Nancy Nahrgang, Hailey Brown,
Helen Krizan, Marlanda Birns, Susan
Hardy and Megan Lesser meet
frequently to collaborate on the
curriculum and special projects.
Emily Binder not pictured.

The Parkland School District Education Foundation’s primary goal is to raise funds to promote, enhance, and supplement the educational and
co-curricular programs for the benefit of students and staff, and this grant did just that. “We received the grant at a perfect time, as we are in the
process of revising our curriculum. The document cameras will enhance our lessons and give us more options for what we teach.” The group continued to
explain the power of team-work, “In the beginning there were technical issues, but we are learning fast and we are learning from each other.”
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DIGITAL EQUITY INITIATIVES SEEK TO ENSURE STUDENTS HAVE ACCESS
TO THE INTERNET
Based on the results of Parkland’s Clarity Technology Survey from last year, 94% of our students have access to a computer or tablet device at home, and
97% have access to the Internet.
With the increasing use of digital curriculum resources and use of software for completion of homework, the Parkland School District wants to ensure ALL
students have access to the resources they need to be successful in the completion of their coursework.
To address this digital equity problem, Parkland has several initiatives in place to help provide students and parents with reliable Internet access and devices that work well with our digital curriculum resources and software programs:
All Parkland Media Centers are now equipped with mobile wi-fi devices called Kajeets
(http://www.kajeet.net) that students may check out from the Media Center using their student ID.
Below are the guidelines for checkout:
•
•
•
•
•
•

For school work only
Filtered, must adhere to AUP
One week checkout, can be renewed if no one is waiting
Daily limit of 500 MB
Can connect up to 10 devices
For use by student who checked it out (no sharing with other students)

The High School library has 10 Kajeet devices; each middle school has 5 devices, and each elementary school has 1 device. In addition to checking out
the Kajeet, students may also check out a Chromebook. Each media center is now stocked with a comparable number of Chromebooks so the two can be
bundled and checked out together.
The Parkland Community Library (http://www.parklandlibrary.org/) was recently renovated and has an updated Parkland Community Library Technology
Center that houses computers with Internet access for public use. The Parkland Community Library also has 5 Kajeet units donated by Parkland School District for checkout by Parkland students. The Library is open Monday through Thursday (10 AM - 9 PM); Friday (10 AM - 5 PM); and Saturday (10 AM - 5 PM,
with summer hours until 2 PM). Additional information about the library hours can be found at www.parklandlibrary.org.
We have also partnered with an organization called Everyoneon.org (http://www.everyoneon.org)
that provides low cost Internet access to families that qualify. The criteria for qualification can be
found on the web site by entering a zip code to find local participating telecom companies that
support this initiative.

BUDGET IMPASSE:
A CONCERN FOR ALL

Without a state budget, some school districts borrowed nearly
$1 billion just to get through the first six months of the 2015-16
school year. They spent down fund balances, delayed
payments, delayed needed maintenance and delayed filling
vacancies to ensure they could keep their doors open and operations running for students. Then, at the end of December, the
state released six months of Basic Education Funding to school
districts. However, school districts will continue to struggle just
to maintain operations. More districts will have to borrow and
delay expenditures as the impasse lags on. Fortunately for
Parkland, who only attributes about 15% of its overall budget
to state funding, the District has not needed to borrow funds to
keep the school doors open. Parkland is not in as dire shape as
many other districts, but it is important to understand who the
real victims are at the end of all of this.
Without nearly $2OO million in Basic Education Funding, students, school districts and the LOCAL taxpayers lose. Students lose as vacancies are left
unfilled and programs aren’t being offered. School districts lose because they are delaying payments and maintenance on facilities and some are even
borrowing funds just to keep their doors open, and taxpayers lose as they will likely see the largest increases possible in property taxes for 2016-17,
bearing the burden of uncertain funding levels and borrowing costs. Although the state has failed to pass a final 2015-16 state budget, school districts
remain obligated to pass upcoming school year budgets by June 30th - it is actually the law. Obviously, this poses a challenge as it is very hard to plan what
is needed without state funding in place or projected for next year, let alone the current year. Districts are preparing 2016-17 budgets now as they plan to
seek School Board approval in June. With so much uncertainty, it seems likely that School Boards will be forced to consider maximum tax hikes that will
help districts avoid borrowing fees and threats of closing doors on students.
An additional state investment in K-12 education is critical. School districts face increasing mandated costs each year, mainly in the form of employee
pension costs and charter school tuition costs. These increases rise much more than any funds that can be generated from an increase in property taxes.
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Thursday, May 19Th

Friday, May 20Th

Parkland High School
Chorus Concert

Parkland’s Got Talent!

7:00 pm PHS Auditorium
Free - all are welcome to enjoy an
evening of choral music!

The Family & Consumer Science
Department

6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Staff and students will have hands-on
activities for parents and the
community that represent various
courses in our department!

Friday, May 20th, 7:00 pm

May 19-21, 2016

Parkland High School
Student Art Show
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Arkwork on left:
Jeremy Gipson

Calling the talented citizens of
Parkland! Parkland is excited to
announce the 4th annual
Parkland’s Got Talent competition,
open to residents of all ages and
talents. Do you have a flair for dance or
a juggling prowess? Does your canine
companion do extraordinary tricks?
If so, please submit the following:
• CD/DVD or a YouTube link to:
arts@parklandsd.org
• Application (found online)
• Complete contest rules can be
found at:
www.ParklandArtsFestival.com

Trojan Art Gallery:

Senior Art Award Recipients

Gallery Showcase:

2016 Regional Scholastic Art Awards

Parkland’s Got Talent

Art Studios: Parkland Student Art Show
Courtyard: Music by PHS Students

Literary Magazine
Release Party
Courtyard: 7-8 pm

Show us your skills!
Parkland’s
Got Talent

May 20
16 77 pm
pm
May

Necklace on right:
Natasia Foster

$5
$5

PHS
PHS

saTurday, May 21sT

arTisTs on The Quad
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Art and Basket Raffle

proudly sponsors the $1000
Festival of the Arts Scholarship.
This scholarship is given to a
senior pursing a degree in
Visual or Performing Arts.
This year’s raffle will
feature bird cage art
created by PHS staff
and friends of the
festival.

Kids Crafts
Arts and Crafts
Marketplace
Art and Basket Raffle
Elementary, Middle
& High School Art
Exhibit

Festival Food
Instrument
Exploration
Indoor Percussion
Performance
Dance Showcase
Character Parade

Performances by
Elementary, Middle, & High School
Music Ensembles

Take a picture with your
favorite characters from:
Frozen
Brave
Toy Story
Cinderella
The Lion King
Rapunzel
Sleeping Beauty
Pocahontas
Snow White
Tinkerbell
Aladdin
Mulan
Princess & the Frog
Alice in Wonderland
The Little Mermaid
Beauty & The Beast
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PARKLAND
BULLETIN BOARD

SPRING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Plan a night out with the family and join us for an event!
APRIL 13-17
TITANIC, PHS Spring Musical, PHS Auditorium
(Some dates SOLD OUT. Check ticket availability: 610-351-5666, www.parklandsd.org/tickets)
APRIL 21		
Senior Citizen Dinner, PHS Cafeteria
		
5:30 PM
		
PHS Band Concert, PHS Auditorium			
7:00 PM
APRIL 23		
Community Resource Fair, Jordan Lutheran Church 		
11AM - 2PM
APRIL 28		
Elementary Chorale Concert, SMS Auditorium 		
7:00 PM
APRIL 29		
SMS Band Concert, PHS Auditorium
7:00 PM
MAY 2 		
PSD Education Foundation Alumni Gala, Holiday Inn 		
6:00 PM
MAY 3		
5th Grade District Band & Strings Concert, PHS Auditorium
7:30 PM
MAY 4		
OMS Chorus Concert, PHS Auditorium
7:00 PM
MAY 5
SMS Chorus Concert, PHS Auditorium
7:00 PM
MAY 6
Combined SMS & OMS Orchestra Concert, PHS Auditorium
7:00 PM
MAY 9
OMS Band Concert, PHS Auditorium
7:00 PM
MAY 11		
OMS Art Show (6 PM) & Jazz Band Concert (7 PM), OMS
6:00 PM
MAY 12
Senior Citizen Dinner, PHS Cafeteria
5:30 PM
PHS Orchestra Concert, PHS Auditorium
7:00 PM
MAY 14		
YARD SALE AT PHS PARKING LOT			
9 AM - 2 PM
MAY 18		
SMS Art Show (6 PM) & Honors Ensemble (7 PM), SMS
6:00 PM
MAY 19
PHS Art Show (6 PM) & Chorus Concert (7 PM)
6:00 PM
MAY 20
“Parkland’s Got Talent” Show, $5 Admission, PHS Auditorium 7:00 PM
MAY 21
PSD Festival of the Arts, Parkland High School
10 AM – 4 PM
JUNE 14		
Class of 2015 Commencement, PPL Center 		
7:00 PM
JUNE 16 		
Last Day of School

THE ALLENTOWN COMMUNITY CONCERT ASSOCIATION 90th ANNIVERSARY SERIES
Celebrate the 90th Anniversary - all concerts at PHS Auditorium. Opening night for
the 2016-17 Series is 9/16/16 and will feature the River City Brass Band. The other
shows will include: 10/21/16 - Siberian Virtuosi, 11/18/16 - Steve Lippia, 3/3/17 Andy Cooney’s Irish Musical and 4/21/17 - The Kingston Trio. All seating is reserved.
For more information, call 610-395-8379.
PHS MUSIC BOOSTER YARD SALE AT PHS parking lot. Saturday, May 14, 9 AM - 2 PM.
Rain date is May 15. Sellers Wanted! $20 per lot space, $5 per table. Space must
be reserved by May 6. You keep your profits! Contact Mariann Danko at 610-5337503 for more info or to reserve your spot.
ALLENTOWN WEST ROTARY CLUB PRESENTS TEMPTING TASTES 2, Sunday, May
15, 4-7 PM at the Holiday Inn. 12 Premiere restaurants will prepare the dishes and
proceeds will benefit Parkland children in need. More info at www.temptingtastes.net.
Save the Date for the Annual Justin Sheftel
Memorial Softball Tournament! June 18
(rain date June 19). www.justinsheftel.com

855-DrGhosh
GhoshOrtho.com

;^#

4979 Hamilton Boulevard
Allentown, PA 18106
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NONDISCRIMINATION IN PROGAMS AND EMPLOYMENT POLICY
In accordance with TITLE VI, TITLE IX, Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act, the
Parkland School District does not discriminate either in the educational or vocational programs
and activities which it operates or in the employment of personnel, on the basis of sex, handicap,
disability, race, color, national origin, age, or religion. If you are physically or mentally disabled,
visually or hearing impaired, you may qualify for special services/instruction/equipment
modifications so you can successfully complete the education program or participate in activities.
All inquiries concerning this policy/questions regarding specific programs, services, and facilities
for the handicapped should be directed to the district equal rights officer, Assistant Superintendent,
Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse Road, Allentown, PA at (610) 351-5505.

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION,
PLEASE CALL NICOLE at
610-351-5630

