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FIRST-EVER PARKLAND HIGH
SCHOOL JOB FAIR HOSTS
60+ EMPLOYERS

APRIL 2018

Approximately 1,600 Parkland juniors and seniors visited with more than
60 employers and volunteer organizations during the first-ever Job Fair at
Parkland High School on March 1, 2018. The goal of the program was to
pair Parkland High Schoolers with summer jobs, internships and volunteer
opportunities. The students prepared resumes to share with employers
and had a goal of connecting with at least five that were of interest during
the fair. There was no charge for an employer to set up a table. In order to
ensure that all juniors and seniors visited the fair, the students participated
during their social studies classes. Special thanks to all in attendance!
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DISTRICT APPOINTS NEW
DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS
Parkland welcomes William (Bill) Dreisbach as the new Director of
Athletics for Parkland School District. Mr. Dreisbach will replace Jeffrey
Geisel who will retire in June after 30 years of service to the District. Bill’s
leadership experience ranges from Administrative/Director of Athletics to
that of Physical Education Teacher and Head Basketball Coach. In addition
to his 32-year career as a public school teacher at the North Schuylkill and
Upper Perkiomen School Districts, he also served as the Parkland Assistant
Boys’ Basketball Coach for 11 years.

2

PARKLAND NEWSLETTER
APRIL 2018
BRACELETS RAISE $11,000 FOR PARKLAND, FL

PETER HOANG IS
MR. PARKLAND

After learning that their cousin, Dan Duff,
was at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School during the school shooting on
February 14, 2018, siblings Collin and
Kyleigh Duff created “Parkland for
Parkland” bracelets to raise money for
the school and victims’ families in
Parkland, FL. As of the printing of this
newsletter, they have raised roughly
$11,000 and have been touched by an
outpouring of community and school
support for the sale. Collin was also one
of many class officers who came together
to produce a respectful tribute to the
victims during the National School
Walkout Day on March 14. In addition to
personal tributes for each victim, student
speakers encouraged their classmates
to speak out against gun violence and to
make their voices heard. A touching
moment occurred when students
spontaneously lit up their mobile phones
in honor of those who tragically lost their
lives.

Parkland High School
male students competed
in the 22nd Annual
Pageant for the title of
Mr. Parkland and the
chance to win a $500
scholarship. During the
evening, each young
man showcased his
talents.
Peter Hoang was this
year’s winner! Runnersup included Bobby
Carlson (2nd Place) and
RJ Corba (3rd Place).

STUDENTS WIN ENERGY POSTER CONTEST

Students Jayden Dowie, Lucy Schilling, and Jackson Powers of Springhouse Middle School and
Nathan Maxwell and Hannah Schmoyer of Parkway Manor won five out of six prizes in the PPL/
Geisinger Healthcare System Poster Contest that asked students to depict how health and wellness
relate to energy efficiency. Each student won a cash prize, and an additional $2,000 was awarded
to Springhouse and Parkway Manor Schools towards energy efficiency programs at the respective
schools.

Going Above and Beyond
Graduation Dinners, Sports Banquets,
Business Meetings and Trainings, Galas,
Receptions

Kosher Catering Available

JoEllen Rooney, Conference Manager: 484-664-3810 • joellenrooney@muhlenberg.edu
For more information, please visit: muhlenberg.edu/main/aboutus/events
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Dear Parkland Community,

As Parkland welcomes spring, we have many new initiatives on the horizon to share with you. A major occurrence will be the ground
breaking of our new elementary school in Upper Macungie Township. We plan to award bids in April and break ground in May at the
site which is on Twin Ponds Rd. near the Schantz Rd. intersection.
The past few months included some tragic events, from the senseless school violence in Parkland, Florida to a bus garage fire here
in Parkland School District. While we weathered these scenarios, we saw the good in many people. At the bus fire, which occurred in
the middle of the night, so many people came to assist us, all with the best intentions of trying to avoid any more destruction than the
building which housed 16 buses (which were all destroyed). Swift actions by our team of garage personnel allowed us to save buses
that were parked adjacent to the garage and we give thanks to the following organizations who assisted in putting out the blaze: South
Whitehall Township Fire and Police, North Whitehall Township Fire and Police, Tri-Clover Fire Company, Cetronia Fire Company,
Wood Lawn Fire Company, Schnecksville Fire Company, Neffs Fire Company, Parkland Garage Mechanics, Transportation
Administrators: George Husack, Val Strock, and Andrew Hargrove, Assistant Superintendent Rod Troutman and School Board President
Dave Kennedy. The cause of the fire was classified as undetermined, and arson was ruled out by investigators.

KEY DATES IN THE
2018-19 BUDGET
TIMELINE

APRIL 27 – Budget Seminar Day-long Board Meeting where
budget is reviewed in fine detail
with Administration and Board
MAY 22– Adoption of Proposed
Final Budget
JUNE 11 – District newsletter is
mailed out to all residents and
includes Budget Overview
JUNE 26– Adoption of Final
Budget by the School Board

As Demographics Change,

Parkland continues to meet
the needs of ALL students

PARKLAND DEMOGRAPHICS
66% WHITE
14% HISPANIC
4% AFRICAN AMERICAN
12% ASIAN
4% ALL OTHERS
25% Eligible for
Free/Reduced Lunch
15% Receive
Special Education Services
7% Receive
Gifted Education Services
39 students labeled “homeless”
277 English Language Learners
GOAL: 100% academic growth
FOR ALL STUDENTS

After the school shooting event in Florida, our hearts were broken. Our School District Crisis Response Team met for hours discussing
the incident and reviewing our security measures to ensure we are taking every possible precaution and that our plans are up-to-date.
We know the matter of school safety is your concern as well. I encourage everyone in our community to talk with your children and
grandchildren, monitor their friends, and keep an eye on their social media/communication. Report any issues of concern to your
child/grandchild’s school principal or local police. Always call 911 if an emergency exists. No community is immune to the tragedy that
occurred in Parkland, FL, but we can do our best to prevent it from happening at Parkland School District in PA by all working together.
Each spring, I make my rounds to all of our schools, sharing an annual “State of the District” presentation with Parkland’s employees
and school families. I have enjoyed meeting many of you during the meetings which commenced March 1, 2018. The Parkland School
District Leadership Team makes the presentation and it consists of me, Dr. Rodney Troutman, Assistant Superintendent, and Mrs. Tracy
Smith, Assistant to the Superintendent for Operations. We strive to share new information and answer questions at these meetings
annually.
We always begin our meetings with a general overview of the budget planning process. Once again, we are dealing with an
unprecedented amount of uncertainty surrounding the Commonwealth Budget and we have not seen any significant growth in support
for our budget from the State in years. With all of that stated, the Board did approve a resolution that promises to keep any tax
increase within the State Index of 2.4%. Details of the final budget recommendations will be brought forth for public review in our June
newsletter.
As we look to the future, our budgetary concerns focus on increases in cyber school/charter school tuition payments that the District
is mandated to make under the current law. We have our own Parkland Cyber Program that has proven to be very successful and we
continue to try and win back students who chose to go elsewhere as the increasing tuition payments place stress on our available
resources. Secondly, we are excited to begin the process of building a new elementary school, especially as new enrollment in the
south continues to climb. That project is scheduled to open its doors for students in the fall of 2020. We are starting to employ staff
now to accommodate the growing student body, and we plan for any new hires we make now to migrate to the new school when it
opens. Simultaneously, we continue to monitor new development across the District in anticipation of accepting new students that
would cause enrollment concerns.
Excitedly, we have been reviewing statistics for our cohort of students who have experienced full-day kindergarten since it was launched
in 2016. We are pleased to report significant gains in literacy skills for our current first graders and new kindergartners. Kindergarten
and first grade teachers report that writing skills are stronger and social-emotional skills are noticeably better with the implementation
of mindfulness activities in the primary grades that were introduced over the last two school years.
On the technology front, the Parkland Ready 21 Program that launched this year is going well. We plan to distribute a laptop device
to every high schooler at the start of next school year, so all learners in grades 6-12 will be equipped with a personal computer. We
also were awarded a Common Sense Media Grant, which has allowed us to do some parent and staff programs on how to navigate the
world of digital citizenship. This program helps parents and caregivers navigate and discuss the impact of digital media on kids’ social,
emotional, and intellectual development. Together, schools and parents can empower young people to harness the power of the media
and technology for learning and life — both in the classroom and at home. To read the Parent Information Packet, visit this link:
http://bit.ly/2G2Tgvi.
If you’d like to view the “2018 State of the District” presentation online, please visit www.parklandsd.org and click on “Superintendent’s
Office” under the “About Us” tab and scroll to the bottom of the page. You will see a link to download the presentation.
Please take the time to peruse the wonderful offerings we provide to our community in this newsletter. Whether on stage, at an
academic competition or on the athletic fields, our students are doing great things, and we welcome your participation.
Thank you for your continued support,

Richard T. Sniscak, Superintendent of Schools

NOMINATE AN EMPLOYEE OR VOLUNTEER SUPERINTENDENT'S

PARKLAND
PRIDE AWARD

YOU TOP THE RANKS, YOU DESERVE THANKS.

SUPERINTENDENT’S PARKLAND PRIDE AWARD RECOGNIZES EMPLOYEES
AND VOLUNTEERS WHO GO ABOVE AND BEYOND
Parkland School District students, parents, residents and staff, are invited to participate in the
Superintendent’s Parkland Pride Award Program which recognizes outstanding employee and volunteer
achievements within Parkland School District. I invite you to tell us about a Parkland School District staff
member or volunteer who has gone the extra mile this school year to make you proud to live in Parkland, or be a part of
the Parkland staff! Don’t delay - nominations are due April 15, 2018.
All nominations must be made online. Click the QR code for more information or visit www.parklandsd.org and click on
“About Us” and then “Superintendent’s Office,” then “Parkland Pride Awards.”
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: PAIGE KNOWLES
Meet Paige Knowles, a PHS sophomore who was recently inducted into the
National Technical Honor Society for her role as an Outstanding Plumbing Student
at Lehigh Career & Technical Institute (LCTI). This very special honor was given to
only 7 of LCTI’s 2,700 students.
Paige realizes that it is an unconventional choice for a girl, but she is excited to be a
part of Lehigh Career & Technical Institute’s half-day Plumbing and Heating Program.
Her parents are real estate investors and she grew up accompanying them to sites
and pitching in when buildings needed work. She noted how much contractors were
charging for services when they needed repairs done quickly. She enjoys working with
her hands, so she felt that a trade career was a lucrative choice and one she might
enjoy. Upon her entry into LCTI as a freshman, she rotated through HVAC, Electricity
and Plumbing Labs to see what she might like most and found that Plumbing and
Heating was her favorite class. Now in her second year, she notes that she and her
sister (a freshman) are two of just five girls in the Plumbing Program, which includes
about 60 students and annually has a waiting list for aspiring student plumbers.
Her mother, Amanda Knowles, noted, “There’s a tremendous labor shortage on the
horizon. For every 10 tradesmen retiring, only one stands to replace them.
I predict that getting into a trades career will yield very profitable results in years to come as their hours will increase in value significantly as the shortage
increases.”
When asked if she wished more females were involved in her program, she stated, “Definitely! It’s great to work with the guys, but it’s not that hard to be a
woman in the trade and the trades shouldn’t be as gender-based as they are in this day and age. I think a lot of females would actually like it if they gave
it a try.” Her advice to other girls? “Go for it, just try it out. If you don’t like it, you can always change back. Use high school as the time to explore what
you may want to do in the future.” Paige goes to LCTI in the mornings only. She spends her afternoons at PHS. Does she feel like she is missing out on
anything? “No way. I participate in the Color Guard after school and I love my experience at LCTI, so I wouldn’t give that up for anything.”
After high school, Paige plans to study for her Journeyman’s License and eventually obtain a Master Plumber License with the hope of owning and operating
her own business.

CETRONIA CARES FOR CANCER

Cetronia’s Student Government raised $9,780.71
for Pennies for Patients to
help kids with cancer. They
started with a school-wide
assembly on January 19th
with the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, and collected
change for three weeks.
Theme days reminded people
to contribute and included
Dress Like a Super Hero, Be Part of a Squad, and Get Wacky for a Cause.
The students and teachers were excited to participate in the campaign and
the theme days. The grade level that raised the most money was the fifth
grade.

KERNSVILLE SCIENCE WINNERS
Two Kernsville fourth graders were
selected as Honorable Mention
winners for the Toshiba Exploravision Contest. Kate Gilchrist and
Aadarshini Ramoju researched
and wrote a presentation about
Reducing Autism Impact. Their research focused on creating a TRAI
which is a device that will activate
neurons and connect cells in different parts of the brain to help
the brain’s functionality. The two girls worked on this project at home with
the help of Aadarshini's mother.

PARKLAND WINS TOP WORKPLACE HONOR FOR 3RD TIME
Parkland School District was awarded one of fifty 2018 Top Workplace Awards in March by the Morning Call, who
sponsored an employee survey that collected the responses of more than 11,000 employees across the Lehigh
Valley this year. In fact, Parkland took the Top Leadership Award, accepted by Superintendent Richard Sniscak,
and the number two Top Workplace Award out of employers who employ more than 500 people.
The evaluation for the Top Workplace Program was based upon feedback from an employee survey that many
Parkland employees took a few months ago. Richard Sniscak, Superintendent, stated the following in a note
to the staff upon winning, “I am honored to share this award with all of you and I am proud to work with such a
dedicated team of people who come to work each day with the mission of preparing our youth for the future.
I know that none of your jobs are easy, but that all of your jobs make a difference in the lives of so many children
each year. Thank you all for making Parkland the great place that it is, and for being the caring and kind staff
that I know you to be each and every day.”
We commend the Parkland staff for making our School District a great place to work. A sense of happiness
among the staff impacts students in ways that are difficult to quantify, but we feel it truly creates a positive impact because those children who
surround the staff day after day are watching them, modeling them, and are influenced by them each and every day.
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PUERTO RICO VICTIMS RECEIVE EXTRA ENGLISH
LESSONS FROM CARING STAFF

At the close of winter break, Parkway Manor suddenly received 11 new students who had migrated
to Allentown from Puerto Rico. All were staying at a local hotel paid for by FEMA as a result of being
displaced by a hurricane that ravaged their homes. The influx of new students, ten of which had no
English skills, was a new challenge for the building’s English for Speakers of Other Languages
Specialist, Miss Mia Belletieri, as well as the classroom teachers.

Miss Belletieri works with a student to
“Say it in English.”

Miss Belletieri and Mrs. Carroll and their happy
group of after school learners.

Miss Belletieri said that she is accustomed to having students enter at the start of the year with little
or no English skills. Getting one or two throughout the year is the norm, but having 10 come in at
once, after suffering the trauma of losing their home and seeing vast destruction in their country, was
something she had never experienced. Marge Evans, Coordinator of Federal Programs, which includes
the English as a Second Language Program at Parkland, contacted her to see if she’d be willing to
host an after-school program. Mia embraced the opportunity and was pleasantly surprised to see how
quickly everyone worked together to help start an after-school program for the students to practice
what she terms “Survival English.” The bus garage quickly rallied to offer transportation home to their
hotel at the end of the after-school program as many of the families did not have access to a vehicle.
Also, Guidance Counselor Janis Carroll volunteered to help Miss Belletieri in the classroom and staff
donated money from “Dress Down Days” to pay for snacks for the children.
Miss Belletieri also relied on TransPerfect, a software that allowed her to communicate with parents
via conference call with a translator to explain the program. Both she and Mrs. Carroll were awestruck
by the children’s resiliency, their joyful and lively thirst for learning, and smiling faces in the midst of
getting acclimated to a new country, new school and inability to understand their peers’ language.
During the program, the children were asked to try English that they typically wouldn’t have the
opportunity to try in their regular classrooms. The ability to come as a group allowed them to be
coached and encouraged by each other. “Some siblings would get angry if they saw their brother or
sister not trying hard enough or they would encourage them by saying, ‘You know this word!” By March,
the children’s English was impressive to witness - some speaking in full sentences and some
children exclaiming that they enjoy practicing the homework that Miss Belletieri sends home. Miss
Belletieri stated it best when she said that she was thankful to work in such a caring building. She
said, “The teachers made this is a safe place as a result of these families being displaced, and they
have embraced these kids, along with their classes filled with students, to help them adjust and be a
full participant in their daily instruction.”

WHAT IS A JUUL? A TREND
PARENTS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
A new vaping device that’s “gone viral” on high school and college campuses doesn’t look like a vaping
device at all, and its popularity has adults wondering what can be done to address it. The Juul
vaporizer looks like a USB flash drive and even charges when plugged into a laptop. It’s small enough
to fit inside a closed hand, and comes with flavors like creme brulee, mango and fruit medley. The
concerning part is that one Juul pod may contain as much nicotine as a pack of cigarettes and can be
highly addictive with negative health results.

An editor for New York University’s student newspaper documented Juul’s rising on-campus popularity, even in dorm rooms. A student newspaper at the University of Illinois called Juul a “new epidemic
sweeping across campus.” Dr. Mila Vascones-Gatski, the substance abuse counselor at Yorktown High
School in Arlington, VA, told California Healthline, “I think this is going to be the health problem of the decade. In nearly 17 years working with teens, I’ve
never seen a tobacco product become so popular, so quickly.” Vascones-Gatski, along with other concerned educators and health care experts, consider
“Juuling” more than youthful rebellion. Because it is high in nicotine,
they fear the devices are extremely addictive for this vulnerable
population.
Juul devices and pods can be ordered online from its website. A
starter kit goes for $49.99 and asks you verify your age and ID information before buying, but Juuls are often bought on eBay and other
resale sites that make it easier for youngsters to purchase them.

FOR STUDENTS IN GRADES 5-8 • $225 PER SESSION
SESSION 1: JUNE 18-22 • SESSION 2: JUNE 25-29
REGISTER BY MAY 1 FOR A FREE CAMP LCTI T-SHIRT

LEARN MORE & REGISTER AT LCTI.ORG/CAMPLCTI
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PARKLAND SENIORS
A Community of Learners

The following classes will be offered this spring to senior citizens, ages 55 and older, who reside in the Parkland
School District. The classes are FREE of charge. Please register before the class deadline of April 13, 2018 either
online at www.parklandsd.org/seniors/ or complete the registration form on the facing page and MAIL or FAX to:
Community Relations, Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse Rd., Allentown, PA 18104.
Because this program is very popular, we ask that people do not register unless they can attend a majority of
the sessions. All classes will be reserved via a lottery system. Please note that registration forms received after
April 13th will be added to a waiting list and people will be notified after class rosters are finalized if a class spot
becomes available. Parkland School District will send out course notifications starting on April 16th. Kindly
refrain from contacting the office until after April 18th if you have not yet received confirmation. Thank you.

WATER AEROBICS

Parkland High School Pool, Maximum of 40 participants
Saturdays, April 21 – May 19, 1-2 PM OR
Wednesdays, April 25 – May 30, 6-7 PM
The class features low impact aerobics (conducted in shallow water). These
classes are taught by local instructors. The class will focus on the use of
all muscles and limbs, breathing and stretching. Water shoes or old clean
sneakers are suggested for safety. Swim noodles are provided at the pool.
Swimmers should enter through the lower entrance at the back of the
Athletic Wing. Two classes will be offered this spring in the Parkland High
School Pool located at 2700 North Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown, PA 18104.

YOGA FOR SENIORS

Cetronia Elementary School Gym
Wednesdays, April 18 - June 13, 4:30-5:30 PM
Marie will once again be sponsored by South Whitehall Township Recreation
to instruct yoga for Parkland seniors. The class will provide a gentle practice
to improve the connection between body and mind. Through a combination
of a seated and standing flow, you will learn to maintain or increase range
of motion as well as improve balance. Guided meditation will also focus on
stress relief. Please bring your own yoga mat. All classes will be offered at
Cetronia Elementary School, 3635 Broadway, Allentown, PA 18104.

55 ALIVE/SAFE DRIVER AARP REFRESHER COURSE

Parkland Administration Center Board Room, 4 or 8 hour sessions:
Thursday, May 17, 9 AM-1 PM (for repeat course takers) OR
Thursday & Friday, June 21 & 22, 9 AM-1 PM (for first-time course takers/
expired certificate holders only) OR
Thursday, June 28, 9 AM-1 PM (for repeat course takers)
Sponsored by the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP), the
course includes either 4 or 8 hours of classroom instruction that
refines existing skills and knowledge and develops safe, defensive driving
techniques. Upon completion, Pennsylvania residents age 55 and over
may be eligible for auto insurance discounts. PennDot and the state of
Pennsylvania have approved a 4-hour AARP driver safety class for any
student who has previously taken the “55 Alive” 8-hour Driver Safety class
in the past. *To be admitted to the 4-hour course, you must present to
the instructor written proof that you have taken a Pennsylvania approved
driver safety course within the past 3 years. Therefore, if it’s been 37
months since you have completed a class, you will be required to take
the 8-hour class to qualify for the insurance discount. Proof may be in
the form of a copy of the course certificate or the insurance policy that
shows the driver course discount. Please also bring your driver’s license,
a pen, and your AARP membership card with you if you are a member.
The Parkland Administration Center is located at 1210 Springhouse Rd.,
Allentown, PA 18104.

ZUMBA GOLD - NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Parkway Manor Elementary School Gym
Thursdays, April 19 – June 14, 5:15-6:15 PM
Zumba Gold is a dance fitness class designed for the active senior
and will be taught by a certified instructor who is volunteering her
time to teach Parkland seniors. The class will feature dance routines
set to Latin music as well as some Pop Hits. Easy to follow low impact
moves - great rhythms - lots of FUN! Come Join the Party! Parkway
Manor Elementary School is located at 768 Parkway Road, Allentown,
PA 18104.

NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY

Troxell Building Computer Lab, Room 108, Maximum of 18 participants
Monday and Wednesday, May 7 & 9, 2018 5:30–8 PM
Prerequisite: Basic Understanding of Computers
If you have an interest in wildlife or nature photography there is a good
chance you have seen an image that has completely taken your breath away.
Maybe it was a photograph of a sweeping landscape washed in the golden
light of sunset or close-up of some small natural miracle that you had never
noticed before that moment. You might even have asked yourself, “How did
they do that?” Here’s your chance to find out. Bring your camera, and we
will take some nature photos and then learn to edit them. Apply a quick fix
in lighting, cropping, contrast, or add a personal touch with creative effects,
and borders - all through your Internet browser. Troxell Building is located at
2219 N. Cedar Crest Blvd. Allentown, PA 18104. Please enter the building
through the back parking lot.

QIGONG (pronounced “Chee gong”)

Parkland Administration Center Board Room, Maximum of 30 participants
Mondays, April 30 – June 18, 10:30-11:30 AM (no class on 5/28)
Qigong is an exercise for health and longevity and an essential part
of Classical Chinese Medicine. Qigong focuses on coordinating one’s
intention, breath and movement. No equipment is needed; the exercises
are done standing. Please wear comfortable shoes and clothing that allows
free movement. The Parkland Administration Center is located at 1210
Springhouse Rd., Allentown, PA 18104.

THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT

Troxell Building Computer Lab, Room 108, Maximum of 18 participants
Monday, May 14, 6-8:30 PM
Learn about the fast emerging world of mobile applications (apps, for short).
An app is a piece of software that can run on the Internet, on your computer,
or on your mobile phone, tablet or other electronic device. In this class, you
will learn how to search for, download and add apps to your mobile devices
and then, learn how to have fun with them. Prerequisite: A valid email
address (will need to download apps), an iPhone or mobile ‘smart’ phone,
iPad or a mobile tablet. Troxell Building is located at 2219 N. Cedar Crest
Blvd. Allentown, PA 18104. Enter the building through the back parking lot.

BASICS OF MICROSOFT OFFICE WORD 2016

Troxell Building Computer Lab, Room 108, Maximum of 20 participants
Wednesday, April 25, 2018 5:30–8 PM
Now you can learn Word 2016 from the very beginning. Find out what’s new
in Word 2016 and how you might use it for your personal needs, hobbies,
non-profit volunteering, or running your own business. You get hands-on
experience with formatting, cut, copy and paste, auto-correction options,
and graphics. You’ll also learn about working with numbers, bullets, lists,
charts and tables. Troxell Building is located at 2219 N. Cedar Crest Blvd.
Allentown, PA 18104. Please enter the building through the back parking lot.

Join us for a Parkland Senior Citizen’s Social
Music, Dancing, Raffle Prizes, Refreshments and More!
Orefield Middle School Cafeteria and Gym
Saturday, June 2, 2018 6-9 PM
RSVP: 610-351-5900 x 41234
Brought to you by the OMS Builders Club

with support by TeenWorks LV United Way and the Parkland Education Foundation
Portraits by Christmas City Studios

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT PARKLAND’S FREE PUBLIC ACCESS TV CHANNELS?
Service Electric Cable Channel 264 or HD Channel 102.9
RCN Cable Channel 65
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SENIOR CITIZENS
INVITED TO ANNUAL
SPRING CONCERT
AND DINNER
SPONSORED BY:

610-351-5597
RESERVATION HOTLINE WILL OPEN THURSDAY,
APRIL 12 AT 11 AM TO ALLOW EQUAL ACCESS
FOR ALL IN THE COMMUNITY
Join us for one of our most popular spring concert
events this year! Parkland senior citizens are invited
to enjoy a free dinner at Parkland High School and
then adjourn to the auditorium for some great
music by talented student musicians. Seniors can
choose to attend the Parkland High School Band
Concert on Thursday, April 26th or the Parkland
High School Orchestra Concert on Thursday,
May 10th. On both nights, doors open at 5 PM in
the high school cafeteria. Dinner will be served at
5:30 PM and the concerts begin at 7 PM. Residents
should select only one so that we can host as many
people as possible. Please call
610-351-5597 and follow the prompts to leave your
RSVP on our automated voice message system. In
order to ensure that all seniors in the community
have equal access to both dinner concerts, WE

WILL NOT OPEN OUR RESERVATION HOTLINE
UNTIL 11 AM ON THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 2018.

At that time, reservation requests will be
accommodated in the order they are received until
the dinner concerts are full.
You will only receive a call back if you have a
specific question. Your RSVP will be recorded and
you can simply check in under your last name when
you attend the dinner.

NOTE: ALL GUESTS MUST BE 55 OR OLDER
AND RESIDE WITHIN THE PARKLAND SCHOOL
DISTRICT.

Parkland Seniors - A Community of Learners

Register online at

www.parklandsd.org/seniors/

If you don’t have access to the Internet, complete the registration form below.
Because this program is very popular, we ask that people do not register unless
they can attend a majority of the sessions. Be sure to write clearly and include your
phone number. Room locations will be posted in the main lobby of schools.
Thank you for your interest.
THE DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS APRIL 13, 2018. PLEASE NOTE THAT A
LOTTERY SYSTEM IS USED AND COURSE NOTIFICATIONS WILL BE SENT OUT
between APRIL 16-18, 2018.
WATER AEROBICS
____ Class 1: Wednesdays, April 25 - May 30, 6-7 PM, PHS Pool
____ Class 2: Saturdays, April 21 - May 19, 1-2 PM, PHS Pool
YOGA
____ Wednesdays, April 18 - June 13, 4:30-5:30 PM, Cetronia Elementary Gym
55 ALIVE/ SAFE DRIVER AARP REFRESHER COURSES
Note: 4-hour sessions listed below are for those that have completed 8-hour Driver
Training Safety Courses in the past or have not taken a course within the last
3 years. All classes are held in the Administration Center Board Room at 1210
Springhouse Rd., Allentown, PA 18104
___ Class #1 Thursday, May 17 (for repeat course takers), 9 AM-1 PM
___ Class #2 Thursday and Friday, June 21 & 22 (for first-time course takers or
expired certificate holders only), 9 AM-1 PM
___ Class #3 Thursday, June 28 (for repeat course takers), 9 AM-1 PM
ZUMBA GOLD *No registration required, all are welcome.*
Thursdays, April 19 - June 14, 5:15-6:15 PM, Parkway Manor School Gym
NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY
____ Monday and Wednesday, May 7 & 9, 5:30-8 PM, Troxell Building
Computer Lab Room 108
QIGONG
____Mondays, April 30-June 18, 10:30-11:30 AM, Administration Center
THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT!
____ Monday, May14, 6-8:30 PM, Troxell Building Computer Lab Room 108
BASICS of MICROSOFT WORD 2016
____ Wednesday, April 25, 5:30-8 PM, Troxell Computer Lab Room 108
Registrations will be accepted through Friday, April 13th. Those registering after
April 13th will be added to a waiting list and will be notified after class rosters are
finalized if a class spot becomes available. If you don’t register online, please mail
this form to: Community Relations, Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse
Rd., Allentown, PA 18104 or FAX to 610-351-5509.
Name_____________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________
Address__________________________________________ Zip Code___________
Email: ___________________________________________

TAX REBATE REMINDER FOR SENIORS and

Other Qualifying Claimants with Limited Incomes

The Senior Citizens Real Property Tax Rebate Resolution of 2005 allows a portion of property tax
dollars to be rebated to senior citizens and other qualifying claimants with limited incomes.
The tax rebate program refunded approximately $100,000 throughout the community over the
last three years.
Parkland School District will once again be conducting the rebate program in 2018. Applications
are available in the Business Office at 1210 Springhouse Road Allentown PA 18104 and can be
downloaded from the web at

http://www.parklandsd.org/departments/business-administration/senior-citizen-property-tax-rebate/

For any questions pertaining to the Senior Citizen
Program at Parkland, please contact Wendy Wright,
Office of Community Relations, at
610-351-5578.

A list of frequently asked questions is also available on the District website at the same web
address.
For further help or information, please call the
Business Office at 610-351-5510
between 8 AM and 4 PM, Monday – Friday.
The deadline for filing is June 30, 2018.
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FOR KIDS AND FAMILIES

2018 ASUMMER
YOUTH
CAMPS
Convenient Listing for Parkland Families
WWW.PARKLANDSD.ORG/COMMUNITY/SUMMERCAMPS

Recreational, Outdoor, Athletic, Arts, Academic Camps
are listed for your convenience
under the Community tab of the PSD web site www.parklandsd.org

THE CLASS OF 2018 WILL
GRADUATE AT PPL CENTER
JUNE 11, 2018 AT 7 PM.
EXPERIENCE PARKLAND’S FIRST AUGMENTED REALITY YEARBOOK
For the 2017-2018 school year, Parkland’s Par Key was presented with a very
unique opportunity to bring augmented reality into the yearbook. The software
HP Reveal brings a new and innovative perspective at viewing photos and
changes the way people interact with the world. The concept is fairly simple:
download the HP Reveal app, make an account, and follow the Parkland High
School account, “CONNECTED- ParKey.” Once a device is held over certain pictures, identified with the Aurasma symbol, a video corresponding with the spread
will appear on the screen.
Parkland is proud to announce that the Par Key (yearbook) is 1 of only 50
schools across the nation that will utilize HP Reveal in their yearbooks this year.
Having a multimedia book furthers Par Key’s position in the prestigious Columbia Scholastic Press Association competition (CSPA). CSPA is an international
student press association, founded in 1925, that unites student journalists and
faculty advisers throughout the nation in educational conferences, idea exchanges, textbooks, critiques and award programs.
Par Key is ecstatic to release the 2017-18 edition, CONNECTED, to the public.
For the first time in 69 volumes of yearbooks, Parkland High School will have
a multimedia book. This edition features 18 videos created by PHS TV Studio
students. Yearbooks are pieces of high school careers that students and staff
carry with them for the rest of their lives. In twenty years, people will look through
their yearbooks to reminisce about old memories and be able to not only look at
photos, but watch them come to life.

Check out an Athletic Recap Video from the 2017-18
Yearbook by scanning the Aurasma Below. Here’s how:
1. Download the HP Reveal app.
2. Create a login.
3. Click the “Discover Auras” search bar and type
“CONNECTED- ParKey” and follow that channel.
4. Return to the main
screen and refresh
the feed.
5. Click the center
square at the
bottom of the app to
see the bouncing
dots. Hold it over a
photo with the
Aurasma symbol in
this yearbook.
6. Make sure your
volume is up, wait for
it to load, and ENJOY!

Follow us for breaking news, awards, and info as it happens!
Follow @ParklandSchools or like Parkland School District on Facebook to receive a WEEKLY UPDATE that includes
UPCOMING EVENTS and ANNOUNCEMENTS about AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS.
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Parkland School District
Preserving Excellence, Building a Dream

WELCOME LISA ERVIN,
EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR
The Parkland School District Education Foundation warmly
welcomes newly appointed Executive Director Lisa Ervin.
Lisa is a proud Parkland mother of four children and has
served in many PTO leadership capacities over the years.
A graduate of Penn State University and native to the Lehigh Valley and long-time Parkland resident, she is excited
about the opportunity to support and grow the Parkland
Foundation to be the best it can be.

EITC SUPPORT TOTALS $72,500

Thank you to our generous Education Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) Donors
who generously gave $72,500 in support for Parkland Programs this year!
American Bank
The Neffs National Bank
Embassy Bank
UGI Utilities
Weis Markets
John Yurconic Agency
Univest

The Neffs National Bank gave the Parkland Education Foundation $20,000 this
past March in EITC . From Left to right: Kevin Schmidt, President of The Neffs
National Bank, Nicole McGalla (Parkland), John Simock (Neffs Bank Board), Mary
Ann Wagner (Neffs Bank Board), Dean Snyder (Neffs Bank Board), and Parkland
Superintendent Rich Sniscak.

5629 Route 873, Neffs, PA

Tel (610) 767-3875

Fax (610) 767-1890

www.neffsnatl.com

THE CENTER AT HOLIDAY INN LEHIGH VALLEY
Enjoy dinner, entertainment, auction and more!

Visit www.parklandsd.org/foundation to
purchase tickets online
Correction: The last edition of the Parkland newsletter inadvertently left out
hurricane victim support by Kernsville Elementary School. They raised more
than $1,600 to give back to others via a Classroom Coin Challenge as part
of their Scholastic Book Fair to see which class could donate the most to win
a $100 gift certificate to the book fair to enhance their classroom libraries.
Scholastic promised to match their donation and give back to charities working
together to help with the hurricane victims in Florida, Texas, and Puerto Rico.
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Thursday, May 17Th

Friday, May 18Th

Parkland High School
Chorus Concert

Parkland’s Got Talent!

7:00 pm PHS Auditorium
Free - all are welcome to enjoy an
evening of choral music!

Parkland High School
Student Art Show
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Trojan Art Gallery:

Senior Art Award Recipients

Friday, May 18th, 7:00 pm

May 17-19, 2018
“Natasia”
by Adam Lizak

Gallery Showcase:

2018 East Central Pennsylvania
Regional Scholastic Art Awards

Art Studios: Parkland Student Art Show
Courtyard: Music by PHS Students

Calling the talented citizens of
Parkland! Parkland is excited to
announce the 6th annual
Parkland’s Got Talent competition,
open to residents of all ages and
talents. Do you have a flair for dance or
a juggling prowess? Does your canine
companion do extraordinary tricks?
If so, please submit the following:
• CD/DVD or a YouTube link to:
arts@parklandsd.org
• Application (found online)
• Complete contest rules can be
found at:
www.ParklandArtsFestival.com

“Orbs of Jupiter”
by Lily Rodgers

Literary Magazine
Release Party
Courtyard: 7:00 - 8:00 pm

“Docked”
by Lauren Pash
“The View From Inside” by Jennifer Crilley

Parkland’s Got Talent
Show us your skills!
Parkland
’s Got Talent

May 16
pm
May
18 77 pm

$$55

PHS
PHS

saTurday, May 19Th

arTisTs on The Quad
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Art and Basket Raffle

proudly sponsors the $1000
Festival of the Arts Scholarship.
This scholarship is given to a
senior pursuing a degree in
Visual or Performing Arts.
This year’s raffle
will feature the
Art of Picture
Frames created
by PHS staff
and friends of
the festival.

Kids Crafts
Arts and Crafts
Marketplace
Art and Basket Raffle
Elementary, Middle
& High School Art
Exhibit

Festival Food
Instrument
Exploration
Indoor Percussion
Performance
Dance Showcase
Character Parade

Performances by
Elementary, Middle, & High School
Music Ensembles

Take a picture with your
favorite characters from:

Frozen
Brave
Toy Story
Cinderella
The Lion King
Rapunzel
Sleeping Beauty
Pocahontas
Snow White
Tinkerbell
Aladdin
Mulan
Princess & the Frog
Alice in Wonderland
The Little Mermaid
Beauty & The Beast
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PARKLAND
BULLETIN BOARD

APRIL 11-14
APRIL 15		
APRIL 26
APRIL 26
APRIL 27
APRIL 28		
MAY 1
MAY 2
MAY 3
MAY 4
MAY 5
MAY 5		
MAY 7
MAY 7		
MAY 9
MAY 10
MAY 10
MAY 11
MAY 11		
MAY 16
MAY 17
MAY 17		
MAY 18
MAY 19
JUNE 11
JUNE 18		

SPRING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
PHS Spring Musical HUNCHBACK of NOTRE DAME, PHS Auditorium 7:30 PM
PHS Spring Musical HUNCHBACK of NOTRE DAME, PHS Auditorium 3:00 PM
Senior Citizen Dinner, PHS Cafeteria
			
5:30 PM
PHS Band Concert, PHS Auditorium
			
7:00 PM
Elementary Chorale Concert, SMS Auditorium 		
7:00 PM
Teacher Technology Conference, SMS, https://www.psdttc.org/ 8 AM - 4 PM
5th Grade District Band & Strings Concert, PHS Auditorium
7:30 PM
OMS Chorus Spring Concert, PHS Auditorium
		
7:00 PM
SMS Chorus Spring Concert, PHS Auditorium
		
7:00 PM
Combined SMS & OMS Orchestra Concert, PHS Auditorium
7:00 PM
Community Resource Fair, PHS Cafeteria 		
11AM - 2PM
Music Boosters Used Clothing Collection, PHS Parking Lot
11 AM - 3 PM
7th Annual PSD Education Foundation Gala, Holiday Inn
6:00 PM
OMS Band Concert, PHS Auditorium			
7:00 PM
OMS Art Show (6 PM) & Jazz Band Concert (7 PM)
Senior Citizen Dinner, PHS Cafeteria
		
5:30 PM
PHS Orchestra Concert, PHS Auditorium
7:00 PM
SMS Band Concert, PHS Auditorium
		
7:00 PM
Kratzer Kountry Fair, public is welcome to attend		
4:00 PM
SMS Art Show					
6:00 PM
PHS Art Show, Arts Wing of PHS				
6:00 PM
Chorus Spring Concert, PHS Auditorium			
7:00 PM
“Parkland’s Got Talent” Show, $5 Admission, PHS 		
7:00 PM
PSD Festival of the Arts, Parkland High School
		
10 AM – 4 PM
PHS Class of 2018 Commencement, PPL Center
7:00 PM
Last Day of School

Annual Parkland

Like us on Facebook

Saturday May 5, 2018
11:00am – 2:00pM

Parkland high school cafeteria
2700 N. cedar crest boulevard
Bring the family...Join us for a great day of community
building… 50+ different agencies on hand to discuss:
*Children’s Services*
*Transportation*
*Disabilities*
*Health Care*
*Mental Health*
*Employment*
*Women’s Services*
*Churches/Food Banks*

*Emergency Services*

*Housing*
*Aging*
*Veterans Services*

…and much more !

Snacks, Prizes
And Giveaways !

855-DrGhosh
GhoshOrtho.com

;^#

4979 Hamilton Boulevard
Allentown, PA 18106
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NONDISCRIMINATION IN PROGAMS AND EMPLOYMENT POLICY
In accordance with TITLE VI, TITLE IX, Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act, the
Parkland School District does not discriminate either in the educational or vocational programs
and activities which it operates or in the employment of personnel, on the basis of sex, handicap,
disability, race, color, national origin, age, or religion. If you are physically or mentally disabled,
visually or hearing impaired, you may qualify for special services/instruction/equipment
modifications so you can successfully complete the education program or participate in activities. All
inquiries concerning this policy/questions regarding specific programs, services, and facilities for the
disabled should be directed to the district equal rights officer, Assistant Superintendent, Parkland
School District, 1210 Springhouse Road, Allentown, PA at (610) 351-5505.

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION,
PLEASE CALL NICOLE at
610-351-5630

