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Allentown
at 7 PM

ran 35 laps around their
school grounds to help the
PTO raise funds for a new
outdoor science classroom.
Parents were invited to cheer
their children on as the whole
student body joined
together outdoors for this
great event.

The event included character and fitness lessons for an entire week, and on the final day, a deejay, emcee,
and lots of staff and parents cheered on the runners while the students enjoyed a beautiful November
morning running with their friends. Pictured above are staff members marking off the laps on the back of
each child’s Fun Run T-shirt. The Parkway Manor staff is so thankful for all of the community support that
was provided to make this an exceptional day for the school.

PHS
CHORALE ON STAGE WITH PATTI LUPONE
The Parkland High School Chorale sang on stage with Broadway Legend Patti Lupone at the State Theater in Easton
this past fall. What an amazing experience for our very talented singers and teacher Frank Anonia.

Safety First!
Be Careful, Be Aware,
Be Safe
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BIOMEDICAL SCIENCE SEQUENCE UNDERWAY AT PHS

Project Lead The Way (PLTW) is a nonprofit organization that provides K-12 students and
teachers across the U.S. a curriculum that empowers students to develop and apply in-demand,
transportable skills by exploring real-world challenges. PHS has offered the engineering track for
about 15 years and was pleased to launch the Biomedical Science track this year. Students learn
to collaboratively solve problems, think critically and creatively, and build communication and
technical skills. PLTW trained PHS teachers to deliver the curriculum last summer.
Working with the same tools used by
professionals in hospitals and labs,
students suit up in lab coats and goggles
each day to engage in compelling, handson activities and work together to find
solutions to problems.

180 PHS students took the first course,
Principles of Biomedical Science, this past
fall. During the course, students explored
concepts of biology and medicine to
determine factors that led to the death of
a fictional person. While investigating the
case, students examined autopsy reports,
considered medical history, and explored medical treatments that might have prolonged the
person’s life. The activities and projects introduced students to human physiology, basic biology,
medicine, and research processes while allowing them to design their own experiments to solve
problems. A favorite part of the course was the career
journal which allowed students to research careers,
salaries, and education requirements of various
medical-related jobs such as 911 Operators, Crime
Scene Investigators (CSI), Toxicologists, and Mortuary Assistants. The journals will continue to be
part of the assignments throughout the four-year course sequence. Students also reported that
they loved the hands-on approach to the curriculum and the ability to work in teams. Many stated
that the class was rigorous and required lots of studying to master some very difficult concepts.
Most will continue on in the course sequence to tackle Human Body Systems and Medical
Interventions in the fall. The classes are taught by Laura Kowalski and Laura Bednar.
Pictured clockwise from top left is teacher Laura Kowalski with students who are depicting what happens in the body
during the presence of Type 1 or Type 2 Diabetes. Students use a ring stand and simulated blood to complete a
blood spatter analysis. The fictitious death scene was a spectacle that set things in motion at the start of the course.
Dr. Tim DiIorio of Coordinated Health visits and helps answer questions during a lab.
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TEN PARKLAND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS NAMED
2017 NATIONAL MERIT SEMIFINALISTS

The National Merit® Scholarship Program is an academic competition that recognizes the 50,000 highest Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®) scores in the nation out of approximately 1.5 million students who take the test each year. Of the 1.5 million entrants,
approximately 50,000 with the highest PSAT/NMSQT® Selection Index scores qualify for recognition in the National Merit® Scholarship Program as either
Commended Students (about 34,000) or Semifinalists (highest 16,000).
The following ten Parkland High School students were selected as Semifinalists in the 2017 National Merit Scholarship Program. These scholastically
talented seniors have an opportunity to continue in the competition for 7,600 Merit Scholarship awards worth $33 million. They are pictured left to right
from the top as follows:
		
NADIM M. AMIN is a member of Club Med, Latin Club and the Science, Art, Math and English National Honor Societies. He won an East Central PA Regional
Scholastic Art Competition for a sculpture while at Parkland. He plans to study Neuroscience at Harvard University.
MANDY DANG is a member of Interact Club, National Art Honor Society, National English Honor Society and Spanish Honor Society. She also tutors and
volunteers at Women for Sobriety. She hopes to study Biochemistry/Pharmaceutical Science at the University of Pittsburgh or the University of Notre Dame.
SUNAYANA JAMPANABOYANA is the Engineering Club Secretary and Science Olympiad Officer. She was awarded the Le Grand Concours National French
Exam Honor Award and the Laureat National Title, placing in the top 10 in the nation on the exam. She was also a United States National Chemistry
Olympiad Finalist, winner of a Rensselaer Medal and Scholarship, awarded a National AP Scholar Title and a member of Science, English, Rho Kappa,
and National Honor Societies. She participated in Mu Alpha Theta, Elementary World Language Experience, Future Einsteins, Tennis, Math League and
FBLA. She hopes to study Medicine/Biomedical Engineering at Case Western University, Boston University, University of Pittsburgh or the University of
Pennsylvania.
HYUNBIN KIM is Captain of the Varsity Swim Team, Treasurer of FBLA, Founder and President of the Investment Club, Vice President of Student Senate and
President of the National History Honor Society/Pi Sigma Delta. He participated in Orchestra, Latin Club, Student Council, Political Science Club, Leo Club,
Jewish Culture Club, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Psychology Club and National, English, Science, Spanish and Math Honor Societies. He works as a
lifeguard and has a third-degree black belt in Tae-Kwon-Do. He hopes to study at Dartmouth College to become a Financial Manager at Google, NASA or
SpaceX.
ANNA Y. LI serves as the Orchestra Treasurer, Parkland Girls’ Varsity Tennis Co-captain, Co-founder of Music Honor Society as well as French Honor Society
Vice President and LEO Club Treasurer. While at Parkland, she earned a Full Scholarship to the Pennsylvania Governor’s School for the Sciences, won an AP
Scholar with Distinction Award, and qualified for PMEA District 10 Festival and Regional Festival. She hopes to study Engineering and Computer Science.
NATALIE L. ONDREY is Chorus President, Festival of the Arts Club Vice President, Performing Arts Club Historian, Tri-M Music Honor Society Treasurer,
Orchestra Historian and French Club Secretary. At PHS, she participated in Girls Soccer, Track and Field, Chorale and the Spring Musicals. Natalie hopes to
major in Music and Arts Administration at Schreyer Honors College at Penn State.
ARVIND S. PARTHASARATHY is the President of the Math Honor Society, Co-president of Math League and President of Science Fair. He was also the Officer
at Large of FBLA. He participated in Varsity Tennis, Political Science Club, Debate Team, Band and National, English, Science, Spanish, and History Honor
Societies. He was a finalist at the Intel International Science & Engineering Fair, won 5th Place at Nationals for FBLA and is a National AP Scholar. He plans
to major in Business/Field-Economics and Math at the Wharton School of Business at the University of Pennsylvania, MIT, or Northwestern University.
DERRICK C. SHI participates in Science Olympiad, Computer Club, Cross Country and Track. He is a member of the National Science Honor Society and was
named an AP Scholar. He plans to major in Biology and is undecided on a college at this time.
YOGESHWAR AVINASH VELINGKER is President of the Math League as well as a participant of Scholastic Scrimmage, Science Fair, National and Math
Honor Societies. He is proud of earning a spot on the 2016 U.S. Physics Team as well as winning the U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad Honors for the last
two years. He is a 5-time USA Mathematical Olympiad qualifier and competed in the Platinum Division of the U.S. Computer Olympiad. He plans to major in
Math and Physics and is undecided on a college at this time.
JOSHUA C. YANG is Vice President of the Future Business Leaders of America Club. He also participates in the Orchestra, Honors Chamber Orchestra,
Strolling Strings, Math League, National Honor Society and Key Club. While studying at PHS, he is most proud of winning 6th Place in Hospitality
Management at FBLA Nationals, making the State Orchestra and being awarded an AP Scholar with Distinction Title. He plans to major in Business at Penn
State, Emory University or Villanova.
Commended students named for Outstanding Test Scores, but not able to advance in the competition are Victoria R. Cervantes, Simon Chen, Hannah
Elise Daniels, Alana Marie O’Connell Dee, Sabrina Ghosh, Serena Claire Johnson, Aneesh Arun Kapoor, Young Seok Kim, Jerry Law, Esther Lui, Sai Krishna
Mallipedhi, Mia D. Mangosong, Ojas V. Patel, Shaumik S. Phadke, and Allison M. Wilcox.
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ATHLETIC UPDATE

With their loss to St. Joe’s Prep in the PIAA State AAAAAA Football Quarterfinal game, Parkland High School’s outstanding Fall Athletic Season
came to an end. The Trojans captured a PIAA State Runner-up Trophy, 4
District XI Championships, 2 EPC Championships, 3 EPC Skyline Division
Championships and 1 EPC Tournament Meet Title.
- PIAA State Runner-up: Girls’ Volleyball
- District XI Championships: Football, Boys’ Cross-Country, Girls’ Volleyball, and Girls’
Soccer
- East Penn Conference Championships: Boys’ Cross-Country and Girls’ Soccer
- East Penn Conference Skyline Division Championships: Boys’ Soccer, Girls’ Volleyball,
and Girls’ Soccer
- East Penn Conference Tournament/Meet Championship: Boys’ Cross-Country

Pictured above is the Girls’ Soccer team winning the East Penn
Conference.

After the Girls' Volleyball AAAA State
Championship Match, Parkland and Garnet
Valley congratulated one another and came
together for a picture. A true testament of
sportsmanship, this photo was featured on
the PIAA web site.

Parents of Athletes in Grades 6-11
Jeff Geisel, Director of Athletics,
held a parent meeting on Nov 28
for all students interested in
participating in Interscholastic
Sports next year.
Click on the QR code
to view the video:

https://youtu.be/E74NyuQh0Ws

SPRINGHOUSE STUDENTS
SEND CARE PACKAGES TO TROOPS
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

Developmental
U6 coed
U8 Boys / Girls Teams

www.parklandsoccer.org
Recreational
U10 - U19
Boys / Girls Teams

PASC spring registration for developmental and
recreational soccer is now open through February 2017
PASC FUN FACTS
Parkland Area Soccer Club had 16 players named to
The US YOUTH SOCCER Olympic Development Program (ODP)
SAVE THE DATE
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND RECREATIONAL TOURNAMENT
TRAVEL TRY OUTS
For ages U9 - U19 in March or April for the Fall 2017
and Spring 2018 seasons

The Griffins teaching team of Mrs.
Serina, Mr. Abrams, Mr. Minarovic, and
Miss Guellich at Springhouse Middle
School collected more than 2,000
items with their students and spent an
hour on the day before Thanksgiving
packing stockings for soldiers and
making hand-written holiday cards that were sent to the Veterans
Affairs office for distribution to various military troops.
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ALUMNI COME OUT FOR THE 2ND
ANNUAL PARKLAND EDUCATION
FOUNDATION TURKEY TROT
The morning after Thanksgiving, over 100 runners took part in the 2nd
Annual Alumni Turkey Trot 5K hosted by the Parkland School District
Education Foundation at Parkland High School. The event, which included a
kid’s Wild Turkey Sprint, attracted alumni from across the country who were
back in the area for the Thanksgiving holiday. Twenty different graduating
classes were represented from 1965 through 2015. Members of the PHS
Cross Country Team participated as well. The winning time was 17:56 by
student, Hailemichael Geiger.

Parkland School District
Preserving Excellence, Building a Dream

LEGO KITS DONATED TO
SUPPORT FULL-DAY
KINDERGARTEN LAUNCH

“Thanksgiving is a time when alumni are traditionally in the reunion spirit.
Several Parkland classes had reunions this weekend. The Foundation wants
to provide an opportunity for those alumni and their families to reconnect
at a fun, daytime event with graduates of other years as well.” Education
Foundation Director Kate Kareha commented on the event. “We want alumni
to know that Parkland is a place they are welcome back to any time, and the
Foundation is the channel in which they can stay connected and support the
District that helped them get where they are today.”
Special awards were given to the fastest male and female graduates,
Stephen Ott, ’97 and Jennifer (Conklin) Kuskowski, ’01. The Foundation was
able to host the event through the generosity of its title sponsor Service
Electric Cable TV and Communications, along with the support of D.E.
Cressman Insurance Agency, Serfass Construction Company, St. Luke’s
OMS, West Side Hammer Electric, and Coordinated Health. With the help of
these sponsors, the event raised over $5,000 for the Foundation’s Celebrate
Innovation Grant Program.
Special thanks to the Parkland Education Association, Parkland Education
Support Professionals Association, PHS LEO Club and Parkland Trojan Alumni
Varsity Club for providing refreshments and volunteering at the event.

Teacher Janel Spisak’s thank you note: “I want
to send a sincere thank you to the Foundation
for donating these awesome Legos! It was like
Christmas morning for my class when we opened
them! I love seeing them exercise their creativity
and work together to build new creations. Thank
you for inspiring our youngest learners. Please
check out the attached picture - pure joy!”

Calling all Alumni! Stay connected to your Parkland
High School network through LinkedIn. With new
alumni events taking place, you won’t want to miss
out on all that is planned. Join a discussion of fellow
alums talking about your industry, comment on
an article someone has posted or make
a new connection by visiting
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/904327.
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THE PA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
(PDE) RECOGNIZED PARKLAND
HIGH SCHOOL’S ART INDEPENDENT
STUDY PROGRAM AS ONE OF 9
SUCH PROGRAMS WHOM PDE HAS
DEEMED AS A MODEL TO EMULATE IN
COMING YEARS.

PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
RECEIVED A PA SCHOOL SAFETY
GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF
$24,800 TO UPDATE VIDEO
SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS
ON BUSES AND AROUND THE
DISTRICT.

PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
ACHIEVED $1.6M IN BOND
REFUNDING SAVINGS
IMPACTING THE CURRENT
AND SUBSEQUENT FISCAL
YEARS.

Parkland School District Education Foundation

Monday, May 1, 2017 * Holiday Inn, Breinigsville

Presented in Partnership with

Parkland School District
Education Foundation

PROCEDURE FOR DISMISSAL DURING INCLEMENT WEATHER

The Administration makes every attempt to dismiss students before inclement weather affects the driving conditions of the roadways. Unfortunately, the
weather can change after a decision has been made which makes transporting students home very challenging. When this happens, it is the School
District’s main responsibility to make sure every student arrives home safely. This often requires taking additional time when driving which may cause
delays in the scheduled drop off times of the students.
During these events, we strive to keep the parents informed of any delays along the bus routes. Below are the steps we follow when dismissing students
during inclement weather:
• The transportation department will monitor the progress of the buses and report any bus delays to the appropriate school.
• The school’s main office should also monitor the buses through the bus radios located at each school.
• If a delay is greater than 10 minutes for any bus, the schools’ Administrative Assistants will send a School Messenger alert to the parents of the
students riding that bus informing them of the delay.
• The Administration, Transportation and Schools will continue to communicate with each other and the parents until all students arrive home, with
the school taking on the primary responsibility of communicating with parents.
When school dismissal is disrupted by inclement weather, it is a very stressful time. The communication and cooperation of everyone involved is imperative
for the safety of the students.

Get the Parkland Update each week on
TWITTER AND FACEBOOK.
Spring 2017

Find us @ParklandSchools or Parkland School District on Facebook for regular updates and information.
PARKLAND

10 week
THE ARTClay
Class

W

RKS

BEGINNER TO
ADVANCED

HAND BUILT CERAMICS AT SMS
Wednesday 7-9 pm, Rm 207
Springhouse MS

Jan 4, 11, 18, 25 • Feb 1, 8, 15, 22 • Mar 1, 8
http://psdweb.parklandsd.org/phs gallery

Open to Adult and High School age students - Beginner to Advanced Levels

CERAMICS AT SMS: $180 per student + $30 materials fee due the first night of class*
Mail to: Springhouse MS, ARTWORKS, c/o Kerri Griffin, 1200 Springhouse Road,
Allentown, PA 18104
Name (please print)______________________________________________________________
Address __________________________ City _____________________ State ____ Zip _________
E-mail ___________________________ Phone (H) ________________ (C)__________________

*Please make checks payable to Parkland School District
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Happy New Year! Parkland has enjoyed a tremendous start to our school year. The redistricting effort that was
announced this time last year has alleviated some pressure in our southern buildings and our full-day kindergarten
program is off to a successful start. Also, new last fall, was the launch of Parkland High School’s Biomedical Science
Program. This rigorous, hands-on curriculum has the interest of 180 freshmen and sophomore students who are
participating in classes. You can read about this exciting program in detail on page two. We are thrilled with how it has
complemented our science program and exposed our students to many career opportunities.
Success Starts Here
Parkland is pleased to join a statewide campaign to share the positive news about public education called Success Starts
Here. The campaign’s website, www.SuccessStartsHere.org, includes stories of success from across the state, including
several from Parkland. We encourage our staff, students, parents and residents to visit the website often to see more
success stories as they are posted. This is not a campaign about “What was” in public education, it’s a campaign about
“Today!” On the web site, you will read about Parkland’s Trojan Tech Team, and how public schools provide a foundation
for college, careers and life after high school.
Financial Update
I am pleased to let the community know that we plan on proposing a budget for 2017-18 that will be within the Act 1
Base Index that has been set forth by the state which means any proposed tax increase must be 2.5% or less. Key dates
in the budget planning process are listed in the box at left and the public is invited to contact me with concerns or attend
any public meeting to learn about our budget and the planning process. In December, the School Board heard about
to borrow approximately $48M in total over the next four years. The four-year borrowing plan includes borrowing of
KEY DATES IN THE plans
funds to build a new school and maintain existing facilities and infrastructure through a capital improvement plan that
2017-18 BUDGET is the result of last year’s feasibility study. This is just an estimate and can change based on a number of variables over
the next few years. The new elementary school is projected to cost approximately $30-35M and will alleviate enrollment
TIMELINE
in the southern elementary schools which have witnessed a lot of growth from new construction that continues to occur
JAN 17 - Adoption of
in Upper Macungie Township. Our financial planning team explained that the district is in good financial health with a
Accelerated Budget
debt portfolio that shows our debt service will drop off significantly in 2023. They also outlined that new borrowing can
Opt Out Resolution
be structured so that the majority of the new debt comes due when the current debt service drops off, thus mitigating
APRIL 28 – Budget Seminar the cost impact to the taxpayers for a new school building project As soon as we finalize the purchase of a plot of land for
Day-long Board Meeting where the building, we will announce its location publicly. Once an architect is selected, we will be convening a New Elementary
budget is reviewed in fine detail School Advisory Committee to obtain input on the facility, its features, and community use. If you would like to be a part
with Administration and Board of that volunteer committee, please contact Nicole McGalla in the Office of Community Relations and Development at
MAY 23– Adoption of Proposed 610-351-5630.
Final Budget
JUNE 12 – District Newsletter Parkland Ready 21/Focus on Computer Science
Parkland has been focused on a new initiative this year to take stock of the best practices of incorporating technology
mails out to all residents,
into the curriculum to give students greater voice and choice within their learning paths. Technology has literally opened
includes Budget Overview
the doors for students and teachers to create ways for students to move at their own pace through curriculum. We
JUNE 27– Adoption of Final
are renewing our focus on computer science, recognizing that every 21st century student should have the opportunity
Budget by the School Board
to learn the basics of programming and coding. Computer science is changing every industry and also helps nurture
creativity and problem-solving skills. Additionally, we know that computing is the #1 source of wages in the U.S. In fact,
there are more than 500,000 computing jobs open nationwide. Computer science graduates enjoy the second-highest
starting salary and the highest full-time employment rate (76%) within six months of graduation. According to
Code.org there are currently 17,323 open computer science jobs in Pennsylvania alone, but only 2,820 recent PA
computer science graduates.

School District
Millage Rank
Comparison

Full-day Kindergarten
Parkland launched full-day kindergarten this past fall and during the November School Board Meeting, we heard an
update from the kindergarten teachers on how things have been progressing. The teachers unanimously agreed they
School District
2016 Millage have witnessed incredible growth that is unparalleled with years past in terms of what kindergartners can do in reading
and math. They are enthusiastically diving deeper into curriculum topics to ensure that students really understand
		
(Highest to
concepts and can actively provide remediation and enrichment for all students. As poverty rates continue to rise in our
		
Lowest)
Northern Lehigh
21.27 		 region, with Parkland seeing an increase from 12% to 25% just since 2009, Parkland is positive that full-day kindergarten
will serve as a concrete foundation for all students to achieve success in school. We have set a goal to have all students
Allentown City 		
18.33
reading on a 3rd grade reading level by the end of third grade and will be regularly reporting back to you, our taxpayers,
Salisbury Township
18.06
about our progress.
East Penn 		
17.70
Bethlehem		
Whitehall-Coplay
Catasauqua Area
Northwestern Lehigh
Southern Lehigh

***Parkland***

16.96
16.17
16.87
15.96
15.62

14.85

In closing, I want you to know that I realize we are incredibly lucky to work and live within an appropriately resourced
school system and a caring and supportive community who values education. I am an ambassador for student learning
and I want to see each child reach their potential and dream big. However, I realize that learning opportunities and
good teaching come with a cost that our community must be able to support. As a resident and taxpayer in Parkland, I
scrutinize each financial decision, taking into account the many seniors living on fixed incomes. It is a constant balancing
act that the School Board and I take very seriously. The School Board and District Leadership Team value your input, your
support, and the confidence you place in us to continue to operate a school district that strives for excellence. I am truly
grateful for the opportunity to serve as your Superintendent of Schools.
Sincerely,

Richard T. Sniscak, Superintendent of Schools

CHECK OUT PARKLAND TV!

A FREE public access channel provided by RCN Cable on Channel 65 and
Service Electric Cable on Channel 264 (102.9 for digital subscribers).
You’ll find feature stories, news and information on
everything related to Parkland School District!
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: ARYAMAN KHANDELWAL
Aryaman Khandelwal looks like your ordinary 16 year old student, but he is really quite
extraordinary. As a 10th grader, this young man had already achieved a perfect score on his
SATs, received a National Scholastic Writing Award for an solution-oriented essay in solving the
Syrian Refugee Crisis, created a Math web site designed to help students practice math skills and
prepare for math competition, and received an entrepreneurial grant for a mobile app that allow
operators of a clinic in India to collect data on sick children in an efficient manner in order to
improve treatment.
Aryaman’s parents hail from India and growing up, Aryaman often visited India. He was always
moved by the poverty that he witnessed and wanted to provide a voice for those who many seemed
to have forgotten. You will see how his human compassion has inspired his achievements in the
article below.
As a child, Aryaman was always good at math and science. He created the web site www.themathhub.com when he was in 8th grade after
winning a Mathcounts competition and placing at States. His mission was to help younger students take the fear out of math and also to
prepare fellow middle school students for math competitions that he had just spent the past three years taking part in. He continues to
tweak the site, focusing on how to get people interested in math. He updates the site bi-weekly by posting new math challenge questions and
updating the leader boards. He admits updates occur less often in the fall when he is busy with his studies, but in the summer, he tries to do
it more in the wake of trying to prevent the “summer slide” or “brain drain” that so many students fall victim to.
For the National Scholastic Writing Award Competition, Aryaman chose to write about the plight of Syrian refugees after learning about the
crisis in his human geography class at PHS. He stated, “There are so many people who are willing to give up everything they have to try to
offer a better life for their children.” His essay is heartfelt and well-written, earning him a Silver National Scholastic Writing Award.
Last year, when Penn State announced the Lehigh Valley Launchbox, a university grant that connects local early-stage entrepreneurs with
a network of advisors and mini-grant funding to fulfill a philanthropic endeavor, Aryaman knew it was his chance to do something for some
people in India. He spoke with The Mahan Trust, an Indian organization that provides medical care to 200,000 people in a rural part of India
and learned that hospitals were set up with field workers who take vital statistics by hand and then have to travel to a spot where people
perform data entry and upload the files for off-site physicians to view. Sometimes the process takes days. With Wi-Fi enabled tablets and
some training, the people working within the clinic can transfer data in real-time to waiting physicians who can diagnose and prescribe
treatments within the same day. Aryman said that the invention of the app along with the technology is a “game changer, virtually adding a
communication infrastructure that will be able to save lives.” In November, Aryaman and his father traveled to India and Aryaman was able
to deliver the app and the tablets to the clinic. All it took was his idea, a web app developer who was paid for by the PSU grant and about
$2,000 of Aryaman’s savings earned by tutoring younger students in math from his basement.
Next up, Aryaman has plans to develop an app that will benefit young writers and he is dabbling in politics by working with legislators to lobby
for legislation in conjunction with the American Heart Association that would require all schools to teach CPR.
One bit of advice to fellow budding entrepreneurs? Aryaman says there are a bunch of web sites that list people for hire as freelance coders
and programmers to help make ideas come to fruition. “They are less than I thought they would be. It makes it really easy to get things done.
They are all over the world.” He says that as a teen, it is easy to get things done because he doesn’t have a job or a family to lose – he is not
afraid to take risks. He credits his parents for always encouraging him and driving him to many places since he doesn’t have a license yet.
He also gave kudos to his Parkland teachers who help give him the knowledge and ability to make connections and achieve whatever he sets
his mind to. You better believe that we will be hearing a lot more about Aryaman in the years to come. He has made us Parkland Proud.

Support Yourself, Ladies.
Divorce shouldn’t leave you feeling financially powerless.
You’re not alone. Navigate your various divorce settlement options with the help of
an experienced professional and invest in your future. Men we are here for you, too.

Julie M. Dellisant-Flugel, CFP , CDFA
Helping You Make Smart Decisions In Difficult Times.

Janney Montgomery Scott LLC | 1 E. Broad St. Suite 550
Member:NYSE,FINRA,SIPC

SILENT AUCTION

RESTAURANTS

ENTERTAINMENT

ART AND MUSIC

RETAIL
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NEW COURSES AT PHS OFFER EXCITING OPPORTUNITIES
FOCUS: MATH, SCIENCE, COMPUTERS, AVIATION & MEDICINE

For 2017-18, PHS is excited to announce a revamp of its computer science course offerings. First, a new class, Elements of Digital Literacy, will
introduce students to career pathways in coding, programming and web design as well as prepare students for future computer science classes.
PHS is also launching the Project Lead the Way (PLTW) Computer Science curriculum which offers content in the context of real-world, hands-on
activities, projects and problems. With the launch of PLTW’s Computer Science track, PHS will become the second high school in PA to offer all
three PLTW tracks that are available which include Engineering, Biomedical Science and Computer Science. The first three courses in this program,
Introduction to Computer Science, Computer Science-A AP and Computer Science Principles AP will run in 2017-18. The capstone course,
Cybersecurity, will begin in 2018. Students need to take all four courses to complete the program.
An Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) Basic Course will launch for students age 16 and older. EMT’s are the first medical professionals to arrive on
the scene of a crisis. In partnership with Cetronia Ambulance Corps, students will have the opportunity to participate in a certification course that will
prepare students to pass the assessments needed for EMT certification.
Private Pilot Flight Theory is a new course that will be offered to students interested in careers in aviation. As an introductory dual enrollment course
through Lehigh Carbon Community College, it is designed to help students work towards earning their Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) Private Pilot
Certificate or give students a head start on a careers as pilots, mechanics, controllers and engineers. Tuition for this course will be the responsibility of
the family and is discounted for Parkland students at $165/credit.
The Biomedical Science track of PLTW will add two new courses in the fall: Human Body Systems which allows students to build organs and tissues
on a skeletal mannequin, use data acquisition software to monitor body functions, and take on the roles of biomedical professionals to solve real-world
medical cases. Also new is the Medical Interventions class which follows the life of a fictional family as they investigate how to prevent, diagnose, and
treat disease. Through real-world cases, students will be exposed to a range of interventions related to immunology, surgery, genetics, pharmacology,
medical devices and diagnostics.
For more information on all classes listed above, please reference the 2017-18 PHS Course Selection Book.

STUDENTS BREAKOUT OF
THE ORDINARY
Parkland kids of all ages (teachers and administrators too!) have been
sharpening their teamwork and problem solving skills by participating in
the engaging new game BreakoutEDU. Similar in concept to "Escape the
Room" attractions, learners have a fixed amount of time to solve a series of
challenges, riddles, and mysteries that are used to shed a variety of locks off
of their box. Each of our schools has at least one box, and teachers can use
them with hundreds of game stories available from the BreakoutEDU website.
JR Renna, the District’s Coordinator of Education Technology said,
"BreakoutEDU has been an excellent opportunity for our teachers to introduce
fun and engaging learner-centric activities in their classroom. The critical
thinking and collaboration skills that are the foundation of good educational
technology are presented in this concept through a blend of physical and
online puzzles that make it accessible to teachers of all levels of tech
comfortability."

LCCC OFFERS PILOT HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARS PROGRAM
The Lehigh Carbon Community College (LCCC) High School Scholars Program will be rolled out in 2017 when
Parkland Juniors and Seniors will have the opportunity to participate in a unique dual enrollment program. Students
who are accepted will complete their courses at LCCC’s Main Campus in Schnecksville. Upon graduation, students
will receive a Parkland diploma and also an Associate of Arts Degree in General Studies, which is transferable to
many four year colleges.
Parents will be responsible for their student’s travel to and from LCCC and for covering all costs associated with
participation which comes to a total of about $7400 over the two years inclusive of tuition and books for 60 credits,
an outstanding value!

Do you have a question you would like to see addressed in the Parkland Newsletter? If so, write it
here and mail to: Nicole McGalla, Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse Rd. Allentown, PA 18104 or
send an email to mcgallan@parklandsd.org.
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2017 FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN and
FIRST GRADE
REGISTRATION EVENTS

IF YOU HAVE A CHILD WHO
IS TURNING FIVE YEARS OLD
PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 1,
2017, IT’S TIME TO PREPARE
FOR KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION. Similarly, if you
have a child who is enrolled in
a private Kindergarten program
who you are planning to enroll for
the first time in Parkland Schools
for first grade, we invite you to
attend the March Registration
Events outlined below. The
following chart includes a list of the eight elementary schools within Parkland
School District and their respective registration dates. Parents are encouraged
to telephone the appropriate elementary school for a specific appointment time.
Phoning in advance will ensure an equal distribution of registrants throughout
the day so that we can serve you better. Once an appointment is scheduled, a
packet of forms will be mailed to you to fill out in advance of Registration Day in
order to expedite the registration process. Plan to spend about an hour with us
that day. We are excited to welcome your student to Parkland!

REGISTRATION DATE		
Tuesday, March 7, 2017
Wednesday, March 8, 2017
Thursday, March 9, 2017
Tuesday, March 14, 2017
Wednesday, March 15, 2017
Thursday, March 16, 2017
Friday, March 17, 2017
Friday, March 24, 2017

SCHOOL 		
Cetronia
Ironton
Fogelsville
Parkway Manor
Kratzer
Schnecksville
Kernsville
Fred J. Jaindl

WHICH SCHOOL WILL
MY CHILD ATTEND?
Find your home on our new
SCHOOL LOCATOR TOOL
to view your school for Fall 2017.

IT’S EASY! Visit www.parklandsd.org and
click on the icon shown below.

PHONE

610-351-5860
610-351-5810
610-351-5800
610-351-5850
610-351-5820
610-351-5830
610-351-5840
610-351-5880

PARKLAND 2016-17 DEMOGRAPHICS
68% WHITE

School and community personnel will be at registration to review your child’s
immunization record and to provide descriptive information about your school
as well as answer questions you may have. The following checklist of things to
bring should help you prepare for registration:
•
•
•

13% HISPANIC
4% AFRICAN AMERICAN
12% ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER

Record of your child’s birth date (i.e., registration of birth, or birth certificate).
Written immunization records for properly spaced doses of diphtheria, tetanus,
polio, measles, mumps, rubella (German measles), hepatitis B, and the varicella
(chicken pox) vaccine or proof that the child had the disease.
Two (2) forms of verification that the child’s legal parent(s)/legal guardian(s)
reside(s) in the Parkland School District. These may include:
1) a current real estate property tax bill for the residence;
2) a current lease agreement for residence;
3) a current utility bill showing the current address;
4) a current income tax form showing the current address

Residents who are new to the school district shall provide the following as proof
of residency in lieu of those previously mentioned: 1) a copy of a lease/building
contract/sales agreement (and later a settlement agreement) for the place of
residence, and 2) a copy of a utility bill. A moving permit, which is available
from the township tax collector, can only be used until a utility bill or other
form of documentation is available. If a registrant is not the owner or lessee
of the property, a Multiple Occupancy form must be acquired from the School
District, completed and notarized. In the case of a student who is registered by
someone other than his/her parent, documentation of guardianship must also
be provided.
The Pennsylvania school health laws require that every child has a physical
and dental examination upon entry to school. Forms for physical and dental
examinations will be given at the time of registration.
The Pennsylvania Department of Health school immunization law requires that
all students entering school for the first time at the kindergarten or first grade
level be fully immunized as a condition of school attendance.
To register for kindergarten, a child must be five years of age or older, prior to
September 1, 2017. There are no exceptions.

3% ALL OTHERS
23% Eligible for Free/Reduced Lunch
15% Receive Special Education Services
8% Receive Gifted Education Services
39 Students Labeled “Homeless”
240 English Language Learners

ZUMBA GOLD FOR ADULTS 55+
THURSDAYS, JANUARY 5 – JUNE 15, 2017
Zumba Gold is a dance fitness class featuring routines
set to Latin music as well as some pop hits. Easy to
follow, low impact moves, great rhythms, lots of FUN!
Come join the party on Thursdays from 4:45 - 5:45 PM
in the Parkway Manor Elementary School Gym (768
Parkway Rd., Allentown, PA 18104). The class is free
of charge and no registration is required. NOTE: NO
CLASS on Feb 23 and No CLASS WILL BE HELD WHEN
SCHOOL IS NOT IN SESSION DUE TO INCLEMENT
WEATHER.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU AND OUR NEW STUDENT!

Attention Business Owners

National Teacher Appreciation Week is May 1 - 5, 2017. Sponsorships are available to help offset the cost of providing a lunch for all
staff that week. If you are interested in showing your support of teachers and school personnel, please contact
Nicole at 610-351-5630 or mcgallan@parklandsd.org.
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PARKLAND HIGH SCHOOL THEATRE
PROUDLY PRESENTS PIPPIN
APRIL 5-9, 2017

Heir to the Frankish throne, the young Prince Pippin is in search of the secret to true happiness and
fulfillment. He seeks it in the glories of the battlefield, the temptations of the flesh, and the intrigues of
political power (after disposing of his father, King Charlemagne the Great). In the end, though, Pippin finds
that happiness lies not in extraordinary endeavors, but rather in the unextraordinary moments that happen
every day. With an infectiously unforgettable score from the four-time Grammy winner, three-time Oscar
winner and musical theatre giant, Stephen Schwartz (Wicked, Godspell, Children of Eden), Pippin continues
to captivate and appeal to the young at heart throughout the world. (Rated PG-13).
Mail in this order form, along with a check made payable to “Parkland High School” and a self-addressed
stamped envelope to: PHS Box Office, 2700 N. Cedar Crest Blvd. Allentown, PA 18104.

Name ____________________________________
Phone _________________________
Address ____________________________________City _______________
Zip __________
Reserved seating/best available. If you have a general seating preference, please indicate below:
____ Orchestra ____ Balcony ____ ASL section (Wed. only) ____ # Wheelchair space(s)

All Sales are final. Refunds and
exchanges are not permitted. Everyone,
regardless of age, requires a ticket to
attend a performance. This performance
is rated PG-13.

Dates & Times
Wednesday, April 5, 2017 - 7:30 pm
Thursday, April 6, 2017 - 7:30 pm
Friday, April 7, 2017 - 7:30 pm
Saturday, April 8, 2017 - 7:30 pm
Sunday, April 9, 2017 - 3:00 pm
Total

# of STUDENT
$8 tickets

x$8= $

# of ADULT
$10 tickets

# of SR. CITIZEN 65+
$8 tickets

x$8= $

x$10= $

Graphic Design Internship is available for summer 2017!
Get great experience that includes designing the full color district calendar.

For more information, contact
mcgallan@parklandsd.org.

Yummm.
®

Delivered.
ORDER ONLINE AT

REDROBINPA.COM
OR CALL

1-866-986-CATR
TRY OUR NEW

BURGER & CHICKEN BAR
or BOXED LUNCH OPTIONS!

11

PARKLAND NEWSLETTER
JANUARY 2017

PARKLAND
BULLETIN BOARD
Feb 4
Feb 16

MR. PARKLAND CONTEST, 7 PM, PHS Auditorium. (Snow date is Feb 7)
COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL meets to discuss Parent Reunification in event of an
Evacuation/Safe Transportation, 7 PM, Administration Center
Feb 15
SMS/OMS SCIENCE FAIR PARENT NIGHT, 7-8:30 PM, at respective school gyms
Feb 15
SMS/OMS 5TH GRADE PARENTS NIGHT, 7-8 PM, at respective schools
Mar 9-12 OMS SPRING MUSICAL Bye Bye Birdie, 7 PM Thurs. and Fri.; 2 PM Sat. and Sun.,
OMS Auditorium
Mar 9-11 SMS SPRING MUSICAL Thoroughly Modern Millie Jr., 7 PM Thurs. and Fri.;
2 PM & 7 PM Sat., SMS Auditorium
Mar 16 COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL meets to get an update on the progress made this year
in Full-Day Kindergarten/Mindfulness,7 PM, Administration Center
Apr 5-9 PHS MUSICAL, Pippin 7:30 PM each day through Sat. and a Sun. Matinee at 3 PM.
For ticket info, call 610-351-5666 or return ticket order form in this newsletter.

FAMILY SWIM, OPEN PLAY BASKETBALL, & OPEN GYM
South Whitehall Township Recreation will sponsor Family Open Swim on Sundays from 1–5 PM,
Jan 8 – Mar 26 (excluding Jan 29, Feb 12 and 19, and Mar 12) at the Parkland High School pool.
One lane will be roped off for lap swimmers. Children under 12 must be accompanied by adults.
OPEN PLAY BASKETBALL and OPEN GYM will occur on Sundays from 1–5 PM from Jan 8 – Mar 26
(excluding Jan 29, Feb 12 and 19, and Mar 12). OPEN PLAY BASKETBALL will be in the Parkland
High School Main Gym for people ages 16 years and up. OPEN GYM will be in the Parkland High
School Auxiliary Gym and is open to children ages 15 and under. These events are free and open
to Parkland residents. Identification and proof of residence may be requested.

OPEN PLAY CO-ED VOLLEYBALL
North Whitehall Township will sponsor OPEN PLAY CO-ED VOLLEYBALL on Wednesday Evenings from
7-9 PM. January 25 - March 29, at Cetronia Elementary School. High school age and older, must have
league experience, no registration required and no fee to play.
REGISTRATION FOR NEW STUDENTS AT PARKLAND HIGH SCHOOL
Registration for new students entering Parkland High School next fall is scheduled for Monday, February
27, 2017 and Tuesday, February 28, 2017. A snow make-up date is scheduled for Thursday, March
2, 2017. The evening registration is designated for those students currently residing in the Parkland
School District but not attending Parkland schools. Parents who would like to make a registration
appointment should call Parkland High School at 610-351-5610 and ask for Mrs. Kris Chenworth,
Registrar, at extension 73432 or email chenworthk@parklandsd.org.

855-DrGhosh
GhoshOrtho.com
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NONDISCRIMINATION IN PROGRAMS AND EMPLOYMENT POLICY
In accordance with TITLE VI, TITLE IX, Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act,
the Parkland School District does not discriminate either in the educational or vocational
programs and activities which it operates or in the employment of personnel, on the basis of
sex, handicap, disability, race, color, national origin, age, or religion. If you are physically or
mentally disabled, visually or hearing impaired, you may qualify for special services/instruction/
equipment modifications so you can successfully complete the education program or participate
in activities. All inquiries concerning this policy/questions regarding specific programs, services,
and facilities for the handicapped should be directed to the District Equal Rights Officer, Assistant
Superintendent, Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse Road, Allentown, PA at
(610) 351-5505.

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION, PLEASE CALL
NICOLE AT 610-351-5630.

