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STUDENTS
PROVIDE
HURRICANE
RELIEF

Many parents, staff and
student groups opened their
hearts this fall to help
hurricane victims. Here is a
recap of how our school
district came together for
Texas, Florida and
Puerto Rico.
PHS staff raised $1,310 for the Dickinson Education Foundation in Dickinson, TX from Casual Day
donations. The World Language Department held a public Zumba class and other activities which raised
$1,000 for Global Giving for Puerto Rico. A PHS teacher who hails from Texas asked students to send letters to students in Texas and raised almost $3,000 for victims by collaborating with various clubs at PHS.
Also at PHS, the Art Honor Society used all of their homecoming float funds and sent more than $2,300 to
purchase art supplies for students affected in all regions (photo above). Fogelsville Elementary School held
a Coin Drive and raised $600 for “United for Puerto Rico.” A Crazy Hair Day and other activities allowed
the Kratzer PTO to donate $1,100 for the victims in Puerto Rico. Schnecksville Elementary raised $1,960
for the ASPCA to help animal victims of the hurricanes. Cetronia Elementary held a School Supply Drive for
a school in Texas as well as donated $1,600 to a school. The Ironton PTO adopted a classroom in Texas
that helped collect more than $500 to send supplies and gift cards to the school. Parkway Manor Student
Council raised $1,700 for the Red Cross. Finally, Springhouse Middle School raised $1,200 on Student Hat
Day and Casual Day for Houston Independent School District’s Foundation.

PHS CAREER SEMINARS
SPARK INTEREST

More than 100 speakers visited PHS freshmen and
sophomores during Parkland High School’s first Career
Seminar Series that was held October 23–November 17.
Speakers hailed from every industry you can imagine with
special emphasis on careers that PHS students were
interested in and the fastest growing jobs that Lehigh Valley
employers need to fill. We have a video airing on Parkland
TV (a FREE public access channel provided by Service
Electric Cable on Channel 264/102.9 digital and RCN Cable
on Channel 65) thanking the many speakers who shared
their personal stories with our students so be sure to check
it out. We are so grateful to be part of such a generous
community that is made up of so many talented people!
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MIDDLE SCHOOL TAKE A STAND PROGRAM TACKLES BULLYING

Parkland’s two middle schools and eight elementary schools use the Olweus Bullying Prevention Program (OBPP) to
help develop students’ social-emotional skills and to build a positive school community.
Every year, each school holds a kick-off event with the central focus on the “Take a Stand” against bullying theme
that the Middle Schools adopted a few years ago. This year Orefield (OMS) and Springhouse (SMS) Middle Schools
held kickoffs on September 15th. During the kick-off event, each homeroom had their picture taken in front of the
new scrabble-themed unity wall that was developed by the OBPP committee and pledged to be compassionate,
respectful, courageous, and welcoming. They also participated in fun, team building activities such as the sling shot
race, tarp flip, hula hoop race, and ball carry race.
At OMS, students were treated to a rock concert in the auditorium by some of the school’s very own teachers
in what has become known as the “Take a Stand” band. At SMS, students attended an assembly by Parkland
Alumnus Joey Fay, a Travis Manion Foundation Ambassador promoting character development and focusing on the
importance of courage, integrity, leadership, and service.
“Take a Stand” concepts are woven into the school calendar throughout the year. For instance, students earn
passes to visit cool and cozy student lounges during lunch if they are caught making a positive difference for others
at school. Class chats are held regularly and the meetings reinforce the ideas included in the kick-off pledge.
Additionally, the students at both schools held Change for Change Drives to raise thousands of dollars to pay
random acts of kindness to others during this past holiday season. Students visited Target, Weis, Goodwill and
the Grocery Outlet to randomly give out gift cards at the checkout stations. The goal was to inspire others to pay
the kindness forward and to just do something nice for someone for no particular reason. We are so proud of our
staff and students for embracing the importance of the District’s anti-bullying commitment and to help promote a
positive school environment.

Above, SMS students sign their name to “Take a Stand” against bullying. OMS Students embark on a teambuilding challenge.

Joey Fay, Parkland High School
Graduate, Travis Manion
Foundation Ambassador and
recipient of the 2017 Veterans
of Influence Award addressed
students at SMS for their kickoff
event. Students took on the
motto “If not me, then who” and
raised over $2000 in a Change
for Change fundraiser. Students
“paid it forward” in honor of
former Parkland graduate and
fallen hero, Matthew Koch.

Orefield Middle School won the 2017
Ford Motor Fund Bullying Prevention
Award. Out of more than 100
submissions, Dr. Matt Carlson, School
Psychologist, and the team at OMS
was awarded $5,000 at this year’s
International Bullying Prevention
Conference in Nashville, TN.

The Take a Stand Program is
generously funded by the Parkland
Education Foundation.

NEW EMT COURSE PROVIDES PATHWAY FOR CERTIFICATION

Parkland High School, in partnership with Cetronia Ambulance Corps, is offering the first
high school-based Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) Course in Lehigh County this year.
Emergency medical technicians are the first medical professionals to arrive on the scene of a
crisis, evaluate the severity of the wound or illness and provide medical treatment. Because
their quick responses and depth of knowledge will often save lives, an EMT must complete
formal training and be licensed before treating patients. At the end of the program, students in
the class will have the opportunity to test for their EMT Certification.
Teacher Eric Gopen stated, “Students are given an array of written and hands-on experience to
prepare them for the assessments. As this is a national registry certification, students will be
able to take this anywhere throughout the United States to work as an EMT.”

“I want to be a trauma nurse, so when this course came up, it seemed perfect,” said Samantha
Clauser, a senior at Parkland High School and a student in the school’s EMT class.
According to Stephen Penchishen, also a senior at Parkland High School, the EMT Program was
a step in the right direction. “The EMT class seemed like a good next move to take, especially
since I want to go into law enforcement or EMS,” he said.
Along with PHS teacher Mr. Gopen, the class is co-taught by Chris Peischl, Director of Operations,
and Stephen Hall, Director of Education at Cetronia Ambulance Corps.
At right, Parkland High School students practice CPR tactics learned in the full-year EMT course.

Do you have a question you would like to see addressed in the Parkland Newsletter? If so, write
it here and mail to: Nicole McGalla, Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse Rd. Allentown, PA 18104 or
send an email to mcgallan@parklandsd.org.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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EIGHT PARKLAND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS NAMED
2018 NATIONAL MERIT SEMIFINALISTS

Photos courtesy of Frank Mitman, Digital Photographic Imaging

The National Merit® Scholarship Program is an academic competition that recognizes the 50,000 highest Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®) scores in the nation out of approximately 1.5 million students who take the test each year. Of the 1.5 million entrants,
approximately 50,000 with the highest PSAT/NMSQT® Selection Index scores qualify for recognition in the National Merit® Scholarship Program as either
Commended Students (about 34,000) or Semifinalists (highest 16,000).
The following eight Parkland High School students were selected as Semifinalists in the 2018 National Merit Scholarship Program. These scholastically
talented seniors have an opportunity to continue in the competition for 7,600 Merit Scholarship awards worth $33 million. They are pictured left to right
from the top as follows:
NUR MARIA BOOKWALA is the President of the French Honor Society, Strolling Strings Club and Science Fair Club. She is also a member of the Parkland
STEM Team, Honors Orchestra, as well as the National, Math, Science, Tri-M Music and English Honor Societies. She has won numerous awards including
a 2nd Place Award in the Governor’s STEM competition, a silver medal in the National French Exam and 1st place in PA Junior Academy of Science and
Lehigh Valley Science Fairs and was nominated for a PEO STAR scholarship. Nur has a First Degree Black Belt in karate and is a member of the Young
People’s Philharmonic. She aims to major in Biochemistry and French at the University of Pittsburgh, Boston University, or University of Michigan.
NATALIE JUSTINE BRITTON is the Key Club Treasurer and a member of Cross Country, Track, PALS, French Club and National Honor Society. She won the
Scholastic Writing Award for Poetry and an award from Le Grand Concours Lauréat National (The National French Test). Natalie is leaning towards a major in
Environmental Science or Chemistry at the University of Pittsburgh, University of Pennsylvania, University of Michigan, or Northeastern University.
ROY GHOSH is a member of several clubs including the Grassroots Environmental Organization, Science Fair, Debate Team, Political Science, Math,
Science, Spanish, and National Honor Societies. He holds leadership roles in Math League, Science Olympiad, History Day and Future Business Leaders of
America. He is a Coca-Cola Semifinalist, Siemens Competition National Semifinalist, International Science and Engineering Fair Second Grand Prize Winner,
International BioGENEius Finalist, Science Olympiad National Silver Medalist, International Brain Bee Finalist, USA Biology Olympiad National Semifinalist,
and National Junior Science and Humanities Symposium two-time finalist. Roy wants to study Biomedical Engineering in college.
SUMEDHA KANTHAMNENI is the Co-President of the Science Olympiad Club, Secretary of Science Fair Club, and PR Chair of National English Honor
Society. She is also a member of the Parkland STEM Team, Math, Science, Spanish, and National Honor Societies. She received two Penn State University
Scholarships, one Parenteral Drug Association Scholarship, DOW Chemical Recognition for Research in Chemistry, Recognition of Leadership and Service
from Allentown Rotary Club, as well as an AP Scholar with Distinction Award. She plans to major in Engineering and Economics.
ARYAMAN KHANDELWAL is a winner of the Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes. He is also a National Science Olympiad Gold Medalist, National Scholastic
Writing Silver Medalist and a Third Place Winner of the National Future Business Leaders of America Leadership Conference. He holds various leadership
roles such as Captain of the Debate Team, President of Math League, Vice President of FBLA, Board Officer within the National Honor Society, as well as the
Student Representative to the Parkland School Board. He participates in Science Fair and Political Science Club as well as History Day and Math, Science,
Social Studies, English and Spanish Honor Societies. Aryaman plans to study Economics.
ROHITH RAMANUJAM KUMAR is President of the Engineering Club, Vice President of Math Honors Society, Treasurer of Interact Club and Secretary of Math
League. He is also a member of Student Council, Student Senate, Future Business Leaders of America, French Club, as well as the National, Science and
English Honors Societies. He received the Grand Ceremony Honoree and High Honors for Mathematical Ability Awards from the Johns Hopkins University
Center for Talented Youth. He plans to major in Engineering and/or Economics at the University of Toronto or Lehigh University.
HABEEB A. SALAU is the President of the Interact Club, Vice President of the Political Science Club, and Captain of the Debate Team. He participated in the
Science Fair and History Day Projects as well as four years of Varsity Track. He won the award for AP Scholar with Distinction and the National Latin Exam
Cum Laude Awards. Habeeb plans to study Chemical Engineering in college.
SARA ZDANCEWICZ is Vice President of Band as well as a member of Jazz Band, the Pit Orchestra, Debate Team and Orchestra Club. She plans to major in
Biology Immunology, specializing in Pathology at Boston University, University of Pittsburgh, or Vanderbilt University.

Eleven Commended students were named for Outstanding Test Scores, but were not able to advance in the competition. They are Nina Yuanyuan Cao,
Jonah D. Grob, Alex R. Hill, Nina E. Johnson, Matthew B. Lytle, James C. McDonald, Vikram Pandian, Sung Min Park, Seungkwon Son, Sean T. Thorpe, and
Parker A. Herman.
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Fall Sports Results – 2017

East Penn Conference Seasonal Championships: Football, Boys’ Soccer, & Girls’ Soccer
East Penn Conference Divisional Championships: Boys’ Soccer & Girls’ Soccer
East Penn Conference Tournament Championship: Girls’ Cross-Country
District XI Championships: Football, Boys’ Soccer, Girls’ Soccer, & Girls’ Volleyball
Additional Football Trophies: Joe Gerencser Memorial Trophy & Western Lehigh Exchange Club Trophy
Also, six Parkland teams qualified for the PIAA Championships: Football, Boys’ Soccer, Girls’ Soccer, Girls’ Volleyball, Boys’
Cross-Country, & Girls’ Cross-Country.
The Boys’ and Girls’ Soccer Teams went a combined 41 and 1 for the regular season, and both captured EPC League Titles.
Individual Recognition Soccer All EPC
Girls: Defender Darian Brickhouse, Midfielder Helen Flynn, Forward Brooke Schutter (PA All-state Selection).
Boys: Defender Connor Burke, Defender Connor Morris, Goalie Jake Varrato, Midfielder Bryce Evans (Bryce also received
the prestigious Travis Manion/Michael Crescenz Award at the Army Navy Cup)
Field Hockey All EPC: Goalie Brie Barraco (EPC League MVP)

Parents of Athletes in
Grades 6-11
Jeff Geisel, Director of
Athletics,
held a parent meeting
on Nov 27
for all parents who
have students
interested in
participating in
Interscholastic Sports
next year.
Click on the QR code
to view the video:

Cross County All EPC
Girls: Ava Bendetti, Madison Zaun and Kiley Krasley.
Boys: Nicholas Bower, Jacob Ringer and Riley Williamson (EPC Most Valuable Runner)
Girls’ Volleyball All EPC: Outside Hitter Grace Steurer

https://youtu.be/
E74NyuQh0Ws

Girls’ Tennis All EPC: Doubles Jessica Marks and Sophia Lee

PHS DANCE TEAM SPENDS DAY WITH
RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL ROCKETTES

On November 12th, the PHS Dance team travelled to NYC to see the morning
showing of the Rockettes Christmas Spectacular. Both teams then enjoyed a
2 ½ hour dance clinic with two Rockettes who taught them signature moves in
jazz, tap and kick line strategies. The teams then performed for a mock audition
and finished the day with a question and answer session. It was just what
they needed to get into the holiday spirit before embarking on a “Holiday Road
Tour” where the dance teams performed at several local nursing homes and a
children’s center.

CONGRATULATIONS
BOBBY CARLSON &
JILLIAN MORGAN THIS YEAR’S
HOMECOMING
KING AND QUEEN!
Graphic Design Internship is available
for summer 2018!
Gain great experience by designing the full-color
Strength. Trust. Community.

District Calendar and learn about designing for print.

5629 PA Route 873, P. O. Box 10, Neffs, PA 18065-0010 (610) 767-3875

For more information, contact Nicole McGalla at

www.neffsnatl.com
24-Hour BANK LINE  Dial 610-767-7479
NetTeller™

Internet Banking

goDough® Mobile Banking

Member FDIC  Equal Opportunity Lender

mcgallan@parklandsd.org in the
Office of Community Relations & Development.

Equal Housing Lender
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VETERANS DAY AT JAINDL
ELEMENTARY

Parkland School District
Preserving Excellence, Building a Dream

Calling all Alumni! Stay connected to your Parkland High
School network through LinkedIn. Join a discussion of fellow
alums talking about your industry, comment on an article
someone has posted or make a new connection by visiting
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/904327.

On Friday, November 10,
2017, 82 veterans and
currently serving men
and women attended
the Annual Veterans
Day Program at Fred
J. Jaindl Elementary.
94 students welcomed
veterans who were
invited to enjoy breakfast
with them before the
program. Hosted by the
students, they are shown
here getting ready to
present the five flags that
represent the various
branches of the U.S.
military. Then, the entire student body performed patriotic songs, poems and talked
about the importance of honoring the men and women. State Representative Gary
Day served as a guest speaker and passed out certificates of distinction to each
veteran. The annual patriotic program, planned by first grade teachers Judy Kelly
and Karen Brokate, is supported by the Foundation, with the goal of building an
understanding about the importance of our military and the freedom this country
affords for all.

CREATING DEPTH

Students in Ms. Griffin’s art class at
Springhouse Middle School are creating
artwork in which they demonstrate how
proportion is affected by the portrayal
of depth and/or size/scale ratio within
the picture plane. They rendered the
drawing with pen and ink techniques,
which took a couple of weeks. Students
are creating a sense of depth in their
drawing by varying the proportions of
the subject matter in their illustration by
decreasing or increasing the ratio of one
subject drawn to another. At this stage
in the project, students have decided
which colors to use, learned shading
techniques, and how to give their final
piece a multi-dimensional look. When
they are finished, the students will learn
how to use watercolor pencils to add
subtle color to their backgrounds. The
pens, paintbrushes and illustration
boards were paid for with a Foundation
grant. We cannot wait to see what the
final products will look like!

Create a permanent
legacy in supporting
Parkland’s education
initiatives. T he
Parkland School
District Education
Foundation Board of
Directors established
an Endowment Fund
earlier this year, with
the hopes to grow the
initial investment of
$80,000 to $500,000.
For more information
on planned giving
and donating to the
Endowment Fund, please
contact Shivani Patel at
p
p
patels1@parklandsd.org.

February 13th at 7 PM

Doors Open at 5:30 PM for $2 Pizza and Hot Dogs, $1 Snacks aand Drinks

Parkland High School Gymnasium
m
Order Tickets at www.harlemwizards.ccom

Proceeds benefit the Parkland Education Foundation and Eleem PTO’s

www.parklandsd.org/foundation

5

PARKLAND NEWSLETTER
JANUARY 2018

Get the Parkland Weekly Update on
TWITTER AND FACEBOOK.

Find us @ParklandSchools or Parkland School District on Facebook for regular updates and information.

GOOD NEWS

Students harvested
vegetables from
Schnecksville
Elementary School’s
garden and donated
them to the Northern
Lehigh Food Bank in
Slatington.

Congratulations to
Sean Flueso, PHS
Physics teacher and
winner of a $1,000 PPL
Empowering Educators
Grant! Physics students
will use the grant to
complete a STEM
project in which they will
design, construct, and
evaluate a miniature
electrical power grid
from generation
to transmission to
distribution.
PHS Social Studies
teacher Wes Spence
Received the Klopp
Award for Exemplary
Teaching from Cedar
Crest College.

Developmental
U6 coed
U8 Boys / Girls Teams

www.parklandsoccer.org

PROCEDURE FOR DISMISSAL
DURING INCLEMENT WEATHER

Recreational
U10 - U19
Boys / Girls Teams

PASC spring registration for developmental and
recreational soccer is now open through February 2018
WATCH FOR TRAVEL TRY OUTS
Ages U9 - U19 in March or April for the Fall 2018
and Spring 2019 seasons

The Administration makes every attempt to dismiss students before inclement
weather affects the driving conditions of the roadways. Unfortunately, the
weather can change after a decision has been made which makes transporting
students home very challenging. When this happens, it is the School District’s
main responsibility to make sure every student arrives home safely. This often
requires taking additional time when driving which may cause delays in the
scheduled drop off times of the students.
During these events, we strive to keep the parents informed of any delays along
the bus routes. Below are the steps we follow when dismissing students during
inclement weather:
• The transportation department will monitor the progress of the buses and
report any bus delays to the appropriate school.
• The school’s main office should also monitor the buses through the bus
radios located at each school.
• If a delay is greater than 10 minutes for any bus, school Administrative
Assistants will send a School Messenger alert to the parents of the
students riding that bus, informing them of the delay.
• The Administration, Transportation Department, and schools will
communicate with each other and parents until all students arrive
home, with the school taking on the primary responsibility of communicating
with parents.
When school dismissal is disrupted by inclement weather, it is a very stressful
time. The communication and cooperation of everyone involved is imperative for
the safety of the students.

TASTEFULLY CONTINUING OUR

Tradition of Excellence.
484.664.3810 • www.muhlenberg.edu/main/aboutus/events
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Hello and Happy Winter! For this edition of the Parkland Newsletter, I am pleased to share some updates with you
regarding energy savings, capital projects, the status of Parkland’s plan to build a new elementary school, and budgetary
plans.
New Elementary School
The School Board held an Act 34 public hearing on November 13, 2017 to review construction costs and plans for a new
elementary school to be built in Upper Macungie Township. The school will be built on Twin Ponds Road between Schantz
Rd. and Long Lane on land donated by David and Jackie Jaindl. The goal for the hearing was to publicly review the project
as well as to propose a construction cost cap for the building at $31,745,784. Total costs for the project are estimated to
be $35M, which include site work and road improvements that need to be added to the building cost. The project will be
financed by the issuance of general obligation bonds over a three-year period beginning in early 2018 when the District
plans to borrow $10M. The total cost of the building project will have a maximum millage impact of .44 mills over the
life of the debt structure. The Act 34 document was on display for 30 days after the public hearing to provide time for
community input. Then, on December 19, 2017, the School Board approved the plan, giving the District the ability to
move forward with the construction process. The District plans to break ground this spring and open the school in the fall
of 2020. You can view architectural renderings, a project overview, and financing plan documents in their entirety on our
web site at www.parklandsd.org/schools/new-elementary-school-2020/.

KEY DATES IN THE
2018-19 BUDGET
TIMELINE

JAN 23 - Adoption of
Accelerated Budget
Opt Out Resolution
APRIL 27 – Budget Seminar Day-long Board Meeting where
budget is reviewed in fine detail
with Administration and Board
MAY 22– Adoption of Proposed
Final Budget
JUNE 11 – District Newsletter
mails out to all residents,
includes Budget Overview
JUNE 26– Adoption of Final
Budget by the School Board

School District
Millage Rank
Comparison

Financial Update
I am pleased to let the community know that we plan on proposing a budget for 2018-19 that will be within the Act 1
Base Index that has been set forth by the State which means any proposed tax increase must be 2.4% or less. Key dates
in the budget planning process are listed in the box to the left, and the public is invited to contact me with concerns or
attend any public meeting to learn about our budget and the planning process. The borrowing of funds to build the new
elementary school and to start hiring necessary staff for the building is included in our 2018-19 commitment to keep the
budget increase within 2.4%.
Capital Improvements
Parkland is pleased to let the public know that our Board and Administrative Team are committed to maintaining the
facilities within our school district as taxpayers have a vested interest in preserving the investment they have put forth in
our schools. This past year, we completed the following improvements:
Fogelsville - sidewalks/ramp replacement and partial roof replacement
Ironton - concrete walkway replacement and paving
Schnecksville - rest room installation for additional kindergarten classroom
Parkway Manor - re-paving of the parking lot
OMS (upper bus garage) - re-paving of the lot
PHS - refinishing of the gym floor and pool liner
Energy Savings
Parkland’s Green Teams, consisting of energy ambassadors who are both students and staff members committed to
energy conservation and designing campaigns to regularly remind their peers to conserve, along with Parkland’s Director
of School Services, David Keppel, who shops for the best electricity prices annually, can take credit for what has added up
to more than $2M in electricity savings since the 2010-11 school year. We are so proud of our staff and student body for
their efforts and happy to share this news with our community!
Welcome New Staff and Board Directors
I wish to welcome new Administrators and Board Directors who have joined our staff since the fall. The first is George
Husack, Assistant Director for School Services in Transportation. Secondly, we welcomed new School Board Directors
Marie Maritch and Linda Perlman-McKenna last month. They replaced Mark Hanichak and Barry Long who each served
on the Board for the last nine and eight years respectively. We thank Mark and Barry for their service and wish them well
as they retired off the Board this past December.

2017 Millage I wish you all a Happy New Year and many wonderful things for 2018.
(Highest to
Sincerely,
Lowest)
Northern Lehigh
21.34
Allentown City
19.03
Salisbury Township
18.45
Richard T. Sniscak, Superintendent of Schools
East Penn
18.09
Bethlehem
18.04
Catasauqua Area
17.40
Whitehall-Coplay
16.59
Northwestern Lehigh
15.96
Southern Lehigh
15.82
School District

***Parkland***

15.13

Incoming Board Directors Linda Perlman-McKenna and
Marie Maritch. Welcome aboard!

Outgoing Board Directors are Mark Hanichak and Barry
Long. We thank you for your service!

Photos courtesy of Frank Mitman, Digital Photographic Imaging

CHECK OUT PARKLAND TV!

A FREE public access channel provided by RCN Cable on Channel 65 and
Service Electric Cable on Channel 264 (102.9 for digital subscribers).
You’ll find feature stories, news and information on
everything related to Parkland School District.
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT: UMA PURANI
Meet Uma Purani, an 8th grader at Springhouse Middle School. A creative learner, she developed
a love for teaching and technology at a young age. She was inspired by her father, who works in
Technology for IBM, and who has taught elementary and middle schoolers some technology classes
during his free time. It was there that she first noticed that girls hung back while boys tended to
dive right into the activities in her father’s classroom. She also noticed that she had a knack for
encouraging the girls to get involved and then she would see them start to flourish. Therefore, she
developed an “Introduction to Coding” class for 5-10 year old girls. Her goal: Show them the basics of
coding so that they never feel embarrassed about getting involved with technology at school.
Uma first got a taste of her natural teaching talents at Fred J. Jaindl Elementary School where she
participated as a peer tutor. She set up a classroom in her home and launched her first elementary
coding class a little over one year ago. Using www.code.org and her own syllabus and hands-on
activities, she witnessed young females fall in love with technology. A few parents wanted to pay for the
classes, but she wanted to make them free, so they compromised and took donations for the Upper
Macungie Police Department’s Cyber Safety Program.
After the classes were done, Uma’s mother contacted GIRLS WHO CODE, a nonprofit organization
that works to inspire, educate, and equip girls with the computing skills to pursue 21st century
opportunities. They consequently wrote about Uma on their national blog (check it out at https://
imagirlwhocodes.com/). Uma and her mother are now working with Parkland administrators to start
a Girls Who Code Chapter for middle school students. Parkland has plans to launch the program this
spring.
Outside of coding, Uma is involved in Springhouse’s Science Olympiad Team, the Springhouse
Robotics Club, competes in the Middle School Computer Fair and studies Indian classical
dance and music. She also loves to read. She’d like to pursue a career in technology and/or
engineering.

TWO TEACHERS RECEIVE NATIONAL
SYNDICATION FOR TRAVEL SHOW

Meet Nick Kessler and Brian Fulmer – two Orefield Middle School (OMS) teachers during the school
year, but aspiring television producers in the summer. Their 30-minute travel show will be televised to
an audience of more than 3M starting in 2018 when the Discovery Channel, Destination America and
the Pursuit Channel air the new season of Road Trip Masters. By watching the show, you’ll learn
where to stay, what to eat and what to do for fun when visiting small towns across America. But don’t
expect a typical tourist view – these men show you the best things to do off the beaten path.

Road Trip Masters grew out of their knack for developing a local show called The Steel which
examined things to do throughout the Lehigh Valley. In the new season, the duo is excited to share
their adventures in places like the Catskill Mountains, Brattleboro, VT, Pigeon Forge, TN, Morgantown,
WV, Ashtabula County, OH and Rome, GA.
Their show debuts on January 6, 2018 on Discovery. Ten episodes will air for 10 weeks. To see the
full schedule, visit www.roadtripmasters.com.
Nick Kessler is a Technology Education teacher at OMS and also manages the TV Studio for Orefield
Middle School. Brian Fulmer is a Learning Support teacher at OMS.

Support Yourself, Ladies.
Divorce shouldn’t leave you feeling financially powerless.

You’re not alone. Navigate your various divorce settlement options with the help of
an experienced professional and invest in your future. Men we are here for you, too.

Julie M. Dellisant-Flugel, CFP , CDFA

Helping You Make Smart Decisions In Difficult Times.

SILENT AUCTION

RESTAURANTS

Janney Montgomery Scott LLC | 1 E. Broad St. Suite 550
Member:NYSE,FINRA,SIPC

ENTERTAINMENT

ART AND MUSIC

RETAIL
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2018 FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN and
FIRST GRADE
REGISTRATION EVENTS

IF YOU HAVE A CHILD WHO
IS TURNING 5 YEARS OLD
PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 1,
2018, IT’S TIME TO PREPARE
FOR KINDERGARTEN
REGISTRATION. Similarly, if you
have a child who is enrolled in
a private Kindergarten program
who you are planning to enroll for
the first time in Parkland Schools
for first grade, we invite you to
attend the March Registration
Events outlined below. The
following chart includes a list of the eight elementary schools within Parkland
School District and their respective registration dates. Parents are encouraged
to telephone the appropriate elementary school for a specific appointment time.
Phoning in advance will ensure an equal distribution of registrants throughout
the day so that we can serve you better. Once an appointment is scheduled, a
packet of forms will be mailed to you to fill out in advance of Registration Day in
order to expedite the registration process. Plan to spend about an hour with us
that day. We are excited to welcome your student to Parkland!

REGISTRATION DATE

Tuesday, March 6, 2018
Wednesday, March 7, 2018
Thursday, March 8, 2018
Tuesday, March 13, 2018
Wednesday, March 14, 2018
Thursday, March 15, 2018
Friday, March 16, 2018
Thursday, March 22, 2018

SCHOOL

Cetronia
Ironton
Fogelsville
Parkway Manor
Kratzer
Kernsville
Schnecksville
Fred J. Jaindl

WHICH SCHOOL WILL
MY CHILD ATTEND?
Find your home on our new
SCHOOL LOCATOR TOOL
to view your school for Fall 2018.

IT’S EASY! Visit www.parklandsd.org and
click on the icon shown below.

PHONE

610-351-5860
610-351-5810
610-351-5800
610-351-5850
610-351-5820
610-351-5840
610-351-5830
610-351-5880

PARKLAND 2017 DEMOGRAPHICS
66% WHITE
11% HISPANIC
4% AFRICAN AMERICAN

School and community personnel will be at registration to review your child’s
immunization record and to provide descriptive information about your school
as well as answer questions you may have. The following checklist of things to
bring should help you prepare for registration:
•
•
•

12% ASIAN
4% ALL OTHERS

Record of your child’s birth date (i.e. registration of birth or birth certificate).
Written immunization records for properly spaced doses of diphtheria, tetanus,
pertussis, polio, measles, mumps, rubella (German measles), hepatitis B, and the
varicella (chicken pox) vaccine or proof that the child had the disease.
Two (2) forms of verification that the child’s legal parent(s)/legal guardian(s)
reside(s) in the Parkland School District. These may include:
1) a current real estate property tax bill for the residence;
2) a current lease agreement for residence;
3) a current utility bill showing the current address;
4) a current income tax form showing the current address.

Residents who are new to the school district shall provide the following as
proof of residency in lieu of those previously mentioned: 1) a copy of a lease/
building contract/sales agreement (and later a settlement agreement) for
the place of residence, and 2) a copy of a utility bill. In the case of a student
who is registered by someone other than his/her parent, documentation of
guardianship must also be provided.
The Pennsylvania school health laws require that every child has a physical
and dental examination upon entry to school. Forms for physical and dental
examinations will be given at the time of registration.
The Pennsylvania Department of Health school immunization law requires that
all students entering school for the first time at the kindergarten or first grade
level be fully immunized as a condition of school attendance.
To register for kindergarten, a child must be 5 years of age or older, prior to
September 1, 2018. There are no exceptions.
WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU AND OUR NEW STUDENT!

25% Eligible for Free/Reduced Lunch
15% Receive Special Education Services
7% Receive Gifted Education Services
39 Students Labeled “Homeless”
264 English Language Learners

ZUMBA GOLD FOR ADULTS 55+
THURSDAYS, FEBRUARY 1 – JUNE 14, 2018

Zumba Gold is a dance fitness class featuring routines
set to Latin music as well as some
pop hits. Easy to follow, low impact
moves, great rhythms, lots of FUN!
Come join the party on Thursdays
from 4:45 - 5:45 PM in the Parkway
Manor Elementary School Gym
(768 Parkway Rd., Allentown, PA
18104).
The class is free of charge and no registration is required.
NOTE: NO CLASS on Feb 15 and NO CLASS WILL BE HELD
WHEN SCHOOL IS NOT IN SESSION DUE TO INCLEMENT
WEATHER.

Attention Business Owners

National Teacher Appreciation Week is May 7-11, 2018. We are seeking sponsors to help offset the cost of providing a lunch for all
staff that week. If you are interested in showing your support of school personnel, please contact
Nicole at 610-351-5630 or mcgallan@parklandsd.org.
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PARKLAND HIGH SCHOOL THEATRE PROUDLY PRESENTS
THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME
APRIL 11-15, 2018

PHS Spring Musical April 11-15, 2018
Enjoy listening to The Hunchback of Notre Dame through our
BRAND NEW SOUND SYSTEM!
QUANTITY
STUDENT/
SENIOR
ADULT
TOTAL
CHILD
(65+)

Wed. 4/11
7:30 pm
Thur. 4/12
7:30 pm
Fri. 4/13
7:30 pm
Sat. 4/14
7:30 pm
Sun. 4/15
3:00 pm

All seats are reserved. Seats are
assigned on best available seating.
If you have seating preferences, please
indicate and we will do our best to fulfill
them, if available. Refunds and
exchanges are not permitted.
Everyone, regardless of age,
requires a ticket.

Orchestra

Total $
Balcony

Mezzanine
(Rear Orchestra)

x $8=

x $8=

Sign Language
(Wed. only)

x $10=

$

Wheelchair space (#): ____

Name ______________________ Address ______________________________________
Phone _____________________

Email ________________________________________

TO ORDER TICKETS: Mail in this order form, along with a check made payable to “Parkland High School”, and a
self-addressed stamped envelope to: PHS Box Office, 2700 N. Cedar Crest Blvd. Allentown, PA 18104.

This is an opportunity for
local businesses to meet
potential employees for
summer work and/or long
term positons. Employers
will meet Parkland s junior

PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
INVITES YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN OUR FIRST

JOB
FAIR
THURSDAY, MARCH 1, 2018
8:00 AM – 2:00 PM
PARKLAND HIGH SCHOOL
INTERESTED EMPLOYERS and/or VOLUNTEER
ORGANIZATIONS SHOULD CONTACT

and senior students and
have the opportunity to
interview candidates on the
spot. Students will gain
experience interviewing,
completing job applications,
and possibly gain
employment.
______________
This event also invites
volunteer organizations to
participate and meet our
students who may be
candidates for your service
organization.

MELISSA LYNN AT 610-351-5555
TO REGISTER TO PARTICIPATE AND RESERVE A TABLE:

http://bit.ly/2yKmvzm
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Jan 2
Jan 4
Jan 10
Jan 15
Jan 18

PHS Parent Meeting, Class of 2019-2021, 7 PM
PHS Parent Meeting, Class of 2022, 7 PM
6th Grade Parent Meeting Night at SMS and OMS, 7 PM
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – SCHOOLS CLOSED
Community Advisory Council meets for a Parkland School District Budget Update,
7 PM, Administration Center
Jan 26
Early Dismissal Day/PHS & Middle Schools dismiss at 1 PM, Elem Schools at 1:45 PM
Feb 3
MR. PARKLAND CONTEST, 7 PM, PHS Auditorium. (Snow date is Feb 7)
Feb 14
SMS/OMS 5TH GRADE PARENTS NIGHT/SCIENCE FAIR PROJECT NIGHT, 7-8 PM
Feb 15
Community Advisory Council meets on the topic of College and Career Preparedness,
7 PM, Administration Center
Mar 8-10 OMS Spring Musical The Little Mermaid Jr., 7 PM Thurs. and Fri.; 2 PM & 7PM Sat., Aud.
Mar 8-10 SMS Spring Musical High School Musical Jr., 7 PM Thurs. and Fri.; 2 PM Sat., Aud.
Mar 15 Community Advisory Council meets about progress made this year on the New Elementary
School and Other Construction Projects, 7 PM, Administration Center
Apr 11-15 PHS Spring Musical, The Hunchback of Notre Dame, 7:30 PM each day through Sat.,
and a Sun. matinee at 3 PM.

FAMILY SWIM, OPEN PLAY BASKETBALL, & OPEN GYM
South Whitehall Township Recreation will sponsor Family Open Swim on Sundays from 1–5 PM,
Jan 7 – Mar 25 (excluding Jan 14 and 28, Feb 4, and Mar 4) at the Parkland High School pool.
One lane will be roped off for lap swimmers. Children under 12 must be accompanied by adults.
OPEN PLAY BASKETBALL and OPEN GYM will occur on Sundays from 1–5 PM from Jan 7 – Mar 25
(excluding Jan 28, Feb 18, and Mar 11 and 18). OPEN PLAY BASKETBALL will be in the Parkland
High School Main Gym for people ages 16 years and up. OPEN GYM will be in the Parkland High
School Auxiliary Gym and is open to children ages 15 and under. These events are free and open
to Parkland residents. Identification and proof of residence may be requested.

OPEN PLAY CO-ED VOLLEYBALL
North Whitehall Township will sponsor OPEN PLAY CO-ED VOLLEYBALL on Wednesday Evenings from
7-9 PM, January 24 - March 28, at Cetronia Elementary School. High school age and older, must have
league experience, no registration required and no fee to play.
REGISTRATION FOR NEW STUDENTS AT PARKLAND HIGH SCHOOL
Registration for new students entering Parkland High School next fall is scheduled for Monday, February
26, and Tuesday, February 27, 2018. A snow make-up date is scheduled for Thursday, March 1, 2018.
The evening registration is designated for those students currently residing in the Parkland School
District but not attending Parkland schools. Parents who would like to make a registration appointment
should call Parkland High School at 610-351-5610 Ext. 73432 and ask for Mrs. Kris Chenworth or email
chenworthk@parklandsd.org.

855-DrGhosh
GhoshOrtho.com
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NONDISCRIMINATION IN PROGRAMS AND EMPLOYMENT POLICY
In accordance with TITLE VI, TITLE IX, Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act,
the Parkland School District does not discriminate either in the educational or vocational
programs and activities which it operates or in the employment of personnel, on the basis of
sex, handicap, disability, race, color, national origin, age, or religion. If you are physically or
mentally disabled, visually or hearing impaired, you may qualify for special services/instruction/
equipment modifications so you can successfully complete the education program or participate
in activities. All inquiries concerning this policy/questions regarding specific programs, services,
and facilities for the handicapped should be directed to the District Equal Rights Officer, Assistant
Superintendent, Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse Road, Allentown, PA at
(610) 351-5505.

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION, PLEASE CALL
NICOLE AT 610-351-5630.

