PARKLAND

NEWSLETTER

VOLUME 48 NUMBER 2

FEBRUARY 2016

WHAT’S INSIDE
Page 2

Page 3

PHS STUDENT ART
FEATURED ON
TILGHMAN STREET
BRIDGE
Parkland High School senior Jeremy Gipson is the

New Teacher Contract

National Merit
Semifinalists
Athletic Update

Page 4
Page 5 Foundation Update
Page 7 Superintendent’s Message
Page 8 Redistricting/Full-Day K

Page 10

Kindergarten and 1st
Grade Registration

...AND MUCH MORE!
Jeremy’s billboard can be seen on the Tilghman Street Bridge.

first-ever student winner in ArtPop Lehigh Valley. A
partnership between Adams Outdoor Advertising,
ArtsQuest and the Lehigh Valley’s art community,
ArtPop is a public art program designed to highlight
local artists and the important roles they play in the
community by featuring their work on area
billboards. ArtPop Lehigh Valley is showcasing the
work of seven local artists in all. Works are displayed
on seven Adams Outdoor Advertising billboards
through the end of December 2016.

8TH GRADE STUDENT IS NATIONAL SCIENCE FINALIST

Sriyaa Suresh was one of 30 Finalists in the 5th Annual Broadcom MASTERS® – a national, prestigious Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math (STEM) competition for middle school students. As a result of science fair wins at Lehigh Valley & Delaware Valley (tri-state competition)
Science Fairs, she qualified to enter the Broadcom Masters competition with more than 2,400 other middle school students from across the
United States. The project was reviewed by a panel of scientists and engineers. She was first selected as one of 300 semi-finalists and then
was selected as one of 30 finalists. Sriyaa traveled to Silicon Valley for the final competition.

VOLLEYBALL
STATE
CHAMPS
The Parkland Lady Trojans won the State

Volleyball Championship for the second year in
a row! The team was ranked 10th nationally by
Prep Volleyball and 18th by MaxPreps with a
26-0 match play record. Additionally, five
seniors were named to the All State Team.
The five seniors, Avery Perosa, Erika Foose,
Sam Webber, Siena Salvaggio, and Kristin
Krause, finished with the best overall and
match play 4-year record in the history of the
volleyball program. Additionally, Kristen Krause
was named Pennsylvania Gatorade Player of
the Year. The 2015 PIAA State Championship
Team (front row): Paige Konsko, Megan Shaw,
Avery Perosa, Kristin Krause and (back row):
Kirah Dreisbach, Mia Jago, Morgan Sherwin,
Sam Graver, Siena Salvaggio, Sam Webber,
Erika Foose, Grace Steurer. The coaches
are Head Coach Mike Krause, and Assistant
Coaches Jesse Krasley, Debbie Tice, and
Heather Wealand. Managers are Andrew Hillman, Michael Zeky, Kyle Stout, Jack Dreisbach,
Halle Stalsitz and Jared Silverstein.

PHS Graduation
will be held on
June 14, 2016
at
PPL Center
in
Allentown

DO NOT
DRINK &
DRIVE

Get Home Safe.

Don’t drink and
drive.

119,100 deaths
have been cause by
Drinking and Driving
(National Highway Traffic Administration)
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DISTRICT AND TEACHER’S UNION REACH AGREEMENT
CONTRACT
RATIFIED EARLY
The Parkland School District Board of School Directors and the Parkland Education Association (PEA) reached a three-year contract agreement
when the Parkland School Board approved a new contract on December 15, 2015. The agreement will be in effect from September 1, 2016
through August 31, 2019. The PEA represents approximately 640 members, including teachers, nurses, guidance counselors and other
professional staff.

The contract includes a 2.4% annual salary increase, inclusive of step movement. Stipend salaries for athletic coaches and department chairs
will increase 2.4% each year and student activity advisors will receive a 5% increase each year in their respective stipends.
Employees under this agreement will have a choice between two medical insurance Preferred Provider Organization (PPO) programs.
Employee contributions for the PPO 6 option will not increase in the 2016-17 school year. In the 2017-18 school year, employee contributions
will increase to $75 per month for single coverage and to $150 per month for family coverage. In 2018-19, employee contributions will
increase to $85 per month for single coverage and to $170 per month for family coverage. PPO 6 employee contributions equate, on average,
to approximately 10% of the total premium cost. The PPO 750 option has lower total premium costs, higher employee deductibles and
higher employee co-payments for certain services. In the PPO 750 option, employee contributions will not increase in 2016-17. In 2017-18,
employee contributions for the PPO 750 option will be $5 per month for single coverage and $20 per month for family coverage. In 2018-19,
employee contributions will be $15 per month for single coverage and $40 per month for family coverage. In the event that any health benefit
plan offered by the District exceeds the threshold for any tax associated with the Affordable Care Act, the District and Union agreed to share
the cost equally.
Board President David Kennedy stated, “We are so pleased to enter into an early bird agreement with our staff. Labor peace is good for
everyone. Our teachers feel valued and we appreciate that our staff continues to recognize that increases to healthcare contributions are
necessary for the District to handle the rising cost of medical insurance. We thank the PEA for being a partner in helping us to manage the
educational funding crisis that persists in Pennsylvania and across the nation.”
Mr. Richard T. Sniscak, Superintendent, stated, “Both parties acted professionally and collaboratively throughout the negotiations process.
The end result is a fair contract that is fiscally responsible, while rewarding our employees for their skills and dedication to the important and
varied roles they play within Parkland.”
Sandi Gackenbach, President of the Parkland Education Association, offered, “Our membership is pleased that we have an ongoing
collaborative relationship with the School Board and Administration. All groups were sensitive to our community’s ability to pay for this 3-year
agreement while keeping student needs and interests top of mind. Everyone should take pride that we have come to a settlement worthy of
the reputation for excellence that Parkland enjoys.”
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EIGHT PARKLAND HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS NAMED
2016 NATIONAL MERIT SEMIFINALISTS

The National Merit® Scholarship Program is an academic competition that recognizes the 50,000 highest Preliminary SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®) scores in the nation out of approximately 1.5 million students who take the test each year. Of the
1.5 million entrants, approximately 50,000 with the highest PSAT/NMSQT® Selection Index scores qualify for recognition in the National Merit®
Scholarship Program as either Commended Students (about 34,000) or Semifinalists (highest 16,000).
The following eight Parkland High School students were selected as Semifinalists in the 2016 National Merit Scholarship Program. These
scholastically talented seniors have an opportunity to continue in the competition for 7,600 Merit Scholarship awards worth $33 million. They
are pictured left to right from the top as follows:
KRISTEN L. HICKEY is Founder/Co-President of the Psychology Club and Co-President of Student Council. She is also a member of National
History Day, National Honor Society, National English Honor Society, National Social Studies Honor Society, Spanish Honor Society, Literary
Magazine, and was a member of the Junior Varsity Soccer Team. She takes voice lessons and plays soccer for Parkland Area Soccer Club. While
at Parkland, Kristen earned the distinction of AP Scholar and won a Gold Award on the National Spanish Exam. She hopes to study neuroscience
and/or writing at Rice University, Stanford University, Penn State University, or Duke University.
CHANNING HOU serves as the Leadership Board Officer of the National Honor Society and Vice President of the Red Cross Club. While at
Parkland, he earned the AP Scholar with Distinction title. He hopes to study biological sciences/agriculture at Lehigh Carbon Community
College, Penn State University, or the University of Pittsburgh.
MARALI S. KALRA is a member of National Honor Society, Math Honor Society, Math League, German Honor Society, Chorus, Orchestra, and
Pit Orchestra. She has a second-degree black belt from Hoover Karate Academy. While at Parkland, she earned the AP Scholar with
Distinction title. She hopes to study environmental engineering.
NICOLAS J. KSHATRI is Co-Captain of the Golf Team and Co-Captain of the Tennis Team. He is a member of National Honor Society, Math Honor
Society, Spanish Honor Society, Future Business Leaders of America Club, and the Leo Club. He is proud of winning two Sportsmanship Awards
from the U.S. Tennis Association (USTA). He also works at Brookside Country Club as a tennis pro. He plans to study biomedical engineering in
college.
MARLON LOWE Jr. is Captain of the Debate Team, Co-Secretary of Science Olympiad and a member of Club Med as well as the National/Science/
Math/Spanish Honor Societies. He won a silver medal on the National Spanish Exam. He plans to study biology/biochemistry at New York
University, Columbia University or the University of Pittsburgh.
KRISTINA Y. SHUM is Co-Captain of the Scholastic Scrimmage Club. She also participates on the tennis team, Science Fair, Science Olympiad,
Math League, Spanish Club, National/Science/Math/Spanish/English Honor Societies, and Club Med. She is a 2014 Chemistry Olympiad
national finalist, a 2015 1st Place Winner of the Lehigh Science Fair and Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science winner. She also won a gold
medal on the National Spanish exam. She plans to become a lab researcher, or medical examiner and will study biophysics and/or biochemistry.
CLAIRE S. TANG is President of Math League, President of Math Honor Society and serves on the Scholastic Scrimmage Leadership Board. She
is also a member of Honors Orchestra/Strolling Strings, Pit Orchestra, Science Honor Society, French Honor Society and National Honor Society.
She won 11th Place in the Math Prize for Girls Competition and was invited to the Mathematics Olympiad Summer Program in 2015. Claire
hopes to study math and computer science.
BENJAMIN J. TRINKLE is a member of Peers Assisted Learning Support, the Baseball Team, and the National/Math/Spanish/History Honor
Societies. He hopes to study aerospace engineering at Princeton University, Johns Hopkins University, Penn State University or Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.
Commended students are Audrey K. Blizard, William T. Campbell, Yousef M. Elzalabany, Taylor R. Faust, Alisha S. Ghai, Esha R. Kadakia, Lois
Kim, Mitchell V. Kresge, Elizabeth S. Matta, Shaun M. McHugh, Amy N. Miller, Panini C. Pandya, Stephanie E. Shara, Rachel A. Sloan, Shika
Veera, and Daniel A. Zahn.
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ATHLETIC UPDATE

The fall season was spectacular with the Girls Volleyball Team taking home
the State Gold Medal for the second year in a row, and the Parkland Football
Team bringing home Silver at the PIAA AAAA State Football Championship.
Parkland teams previously played in the PIAA football final on two other
occasions. In 2002, Parkland captured the state title with a win over
Woodland Hills. In 2007, Parkland finished runner-up to Pittsburgh Central Catholic, the
team the Trojans played against again this year.
Five Parkland teams captured East Penn Conference titles this fall including Boys Soccer,
Girls Soccer, Girls Volleyball, Football and Boys Cross-Country.
District XI championships were secured by the Football, Girls Soccer, Girls Volleyball, and
Boys Cross-Country teams.
Parkland High School won a SAFE SPORTS SCHOOL AWARD from the National Athletic
Trainers Association (NATA) for providing the best level of care, injury prevention and
treatment to student athletes. Only 27 schools in the State have received the award. We thank our sports medicine partner, Coordinated Health, and the
trainers for their dedication to our athletic program. Pictured in the back row is John Moyer, PATS President, trainers Jesse Gehman and Aaron Boggs and
head physician Nick Slenker. At front is student trainer Christina Rivera, trainer Hayley Paff, and student trainer Miche’ Peters.
Two Parkland Trojans were saluted in December for being an Eastern Pennsylvania Scholar Athlete - an award
based 80 percent on academic and athletic achievement and 20 percent on extracurricular activities and
community involvement. Congratulations are extended to Siena Salvaggio for winning the Girls Volleyball Award
and Zackary Bauer for winning the Football Award.

SAYING FAREWELL TO A LONG-TIME ADVOCATE, WELCOME NEW
PARKLAND SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER
In December, the Board bid farewell to 20-year Master School Board Director
Roberta Marcus, who chose to retire from serving on Parkland’s Board. The
community was able to thank Roberta for her extensive service and advocacy
work during the November School Board Meeting. As such, the Board was
also able to welcome new School Board Director Carol Facchiano. At left is
Carol and at right is Roberta posing with one of her parting gifts from the
schools.

Carol Facchiano

Roberta Marcus

HOMETOWN HEROES HELP
STUDENTS SHOP FOR HOLIDAYS

Developmental
U6 coed
U8 Boys / Girls Teams

Recreational
U10 - U19
Boys / Girls Teams

PASC FUN FACTS

Parkland Area Soccer Club partners with Perfect Touch Soccer
and Matt Baker - Come Learn From the Best.
SAVE THE DATE
MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND RECREATIONAL TOURNAMENT
TRAVEL TRY OUTS
For ages U9 - U19 in March or April for the Fall 2016
and Spring 2017 seasons

Local Police teamed up with Target to help 22 lucky Parkland students shop
for their families in December. Each child was given a gift card to shop and
invited back to the police station to wrap gifts with his or her local hero. The
Parkland Education Foundation awarded a grant in the amount of $1,500
to increase the number of students from 15 last year to 22 this year which
equated to two from each Parkland school. Heather Silman Photography
donated personal care item gift bags and many local eateries donated lunch.
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EDUCATION FOUNDATION
HOSTS FIRST
ALUMNI TURKEY TROT
The morning after Thanksgiving, 130 runners took part in the first ever
Parkland Alumni Turkey Trot 5K hosted by the Parkland School District
Education Foundation. The event, which included a kid’s Wild Turkey Sprint,
attracted alumni from across the country who were back in the area for
the Thanksgiving holiday. Twenty-three different graduating classes were
represented from 1965 through 2015.

Parkland School District
Preserving Excellence, Building a Dream

ALEX SHEEN DELIVERS
IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO
PARKLAND STUDENTS

“Thanksgiving is a time when alumni are traditionally in the reunion spirit.
The Foundation wanted to provide a fun opportunity for alumni of all ages
and their families to reconnect and visit the PHS campus,” Education
Foundation Director Kate Kareha commented on the event. “We want alumni
to know that Parkland is a place they are welcome back to any time, and the
Foundation is the channel in which they can stay connected.”
Special awards were given to the fastest male and female graduates, Andrew
Murphy ’03 and Lauren (Johnson) Solomon ’00. The Foundation was able to
host the event through the support of Jaindl Farms, D.E. Cressman Insurance
Agency, Delta Dental, Service Electric Cable TV & Communications,
Coordinated Health, Lehigh Carbon Community College and Embassy Bank.
Special thanks to the Parkland Education Association, PHS LEO Club and
Parkland Trojan Alumni Varsity Club for volunteering at the event.

Alex Sheen, founder of the nonprofit “Because I Said I Would,”
delivered a powerful speech to students at PHS, SMS and OMS
about the power of keeping a promise and doing something for
the betterment of humanity. The presentation was underwritten
by the Parkland School District Education Foundation.

SPECIAL THANKS TO
SPECIAL
DONORS
The Foundation is pleased to announced Education

Improvement Tax Credit gifts from the following donors:
UGI, American Bank, and Weis Market.
Special thanks to the Parkland School District Staff who
pledged more than $16,000 in support of the Education
Foundation at the start of the current school year!

CHECK OUT THE
FOUNDATION’S
2015
ANNUAL REPORT AT
www.parklandsd.org/foundation or click on this QR code:

35MM CAMERA DRIVE
TO SUPPORT ART DEPARTMENT

The art department is accepting single lens reflex 35mm film cameras and
lenses. The cameras must be functioning and have attributes listed below:
• Manual focus and manual exposure capability
• A built in functioning exposure meter
• A tripod socket
• Interchangeable lens capability
Cameras can be dropped off at the Admin Center on Springhouse Rd.

PARKLAND ALUMNI ON

Calling all Alumni! Stay connected to your
Parkland High School network through
LinkedIn. With new alumni events taking
place, you won’t want to miss out on all that
is planned. Join a discussion of fellow alums
talking about your industry, comment on an
article someone has posted or make
a new connection by visiting
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/904327.
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MORE THAN 2,100
SECONDARY STUDENTS
PERFORMED ON THE
PHS STAGE DURING
THE WINTER CONCERT
SEASON!

ALL PARKLAND EMPLOYEES AND
MORE THAN 1,000 VOLUNTEERS
SUBMITTED CLEARANCES TO
THE HR OFFICE THIS YEAR WHEN
NEW STATE MANDATES UPDATED
REQUIREMENTS IN 2015

THE TENNIS COURTS WERE
RESURFACED IN RED AND GRAY
TO MATCH SCHOOL COLORS
WHEN THE COURTS WERE
RESURFACED LAST SUMMER.

Thanks to our previous sponsors for
renewing in 2016!

PESPA/PEA
Parkland Education
Support Professionals
Association/Parkland
Education Association

Rudy Amelio Real Estate
John Pfeiffer Auctioneer

Register at www.parklandsd.org/foundation

Educating for Success, Inspiring Excellence

NEW IN SPRING

PA Golden Globe for
Exemplary World
Language Program

2016

PARKLAND

THE ART

W

$2.8M given in Scholarships to Class of 2015
283 Dual enrollment students earned

Two Classes,
Are Twice
The Fun!

RKS

CERAMIC SCULPTURE AT SMS

Wednesdays, 7 - 9pm Rm A207 Springhouse MS
February 3rd - May 25th

DRAWING & PAINTING AT PHS
Thursdays, 7 - 9pm Rm A139 Parkland HS
February 4th - May 26th

college credits in 2015

Art Education
School Board
Leadership Award

Reserve your spot early for these fun and popular class !
CS - SMS
$160 + $30 materials and lab fee
$160 Adults / $80 H.S. Students
DP - PHS

AP District of
the Year

ARTWORKS / Parkland HS
2700 N. Cedar Crest Blvd
Allentown, PA 18104

Students provide their own supplies

Checks payable to Parkland School District are due by first class. Please write separate checks if attending both classes.
Indicate DP - PHS or CS - SMS in check memo space.
Name _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________City________________________State________Zip___________
E-mail ____________________________________________ Phone ( H ) ___________________ ( C ) _____________________
http://psdweb.parklandsd.org/phs gallery
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT

Leading During a State Budget Impasse

Happy New Year! 2016 has begun and there is much in motion here in Parkland. The school year kicked off with a bang
when we showcased the renovation project at Kratzer Elementary School, which looks like a brand new school inside.
Improvements were also made to the outside with a new bus loop and parent pick up line. We are sharing images inside
this issue for those who were unable to attend the Rededication event. Also completed was the installation of a synthetic
turf field at Parkland High School’s soccer/track stadium. We are pleased to re-open the walking track to the public;
check the back cover of this newsletter for the schedule.

KEY DATES IN THE
2016-17 BUDGET
TIMELINE

JAN 26 - Preliminary Budget
Adoption/Resolution Stating
Intent to File for Exceptions
MAY 5 – Budget Seminar Day-long Board Meeting where
budget is reviewed in fine detail
with Administration and Board
MAY 24– Adoption of Proposed
Final Budget
JUNE 13 – District newsletter
mails out to all residents,
includes budget overview
JUNE 28– Adoption of Final
Budget by the School Board

School District
Millage Rank
Comparison

Fiscal Impasse
The state budget impasse has been awful for many social service agencies and school districts around the
Commonwealth. Fortunately, Parkland is not one of the many school districts in PA to resort to borrowing money to
weather the impasse. It is frustrating to not have a state budget or state funds flowing into our system, but we do not get
as much state funding as some other high poverty, or very rural districts do. This means that Parkland is less reliant on
the state budget than others, and therefore not as severely affected by the impasse. However, as we prepare to pass a
preliminary budget for 2016-17 on January 26 (a state mandated deadline), it is increasingly difficult to predict revenues,
especially since we don’t know what our allocation will be this school year, let alone next year. I have spent a lot of time
communicating with our local and state legislators this year, seeking a resolution. With so much uncertainty, including
increasing pension and charter school costs, we feel it is necessary to apply for exceptions to the state that will allow
the School Board to consider a tax increase in excess of the Act 1 Index of 2.4%. If a 2015-16 budget is approved in the
coming months and we get a better idea of what 2016-17 state support will include, we will be able to adjust our budget
projections this spring. Please stay tuned to the Parkland Newsletter in April and June for all of the details, or consider
attending a School Board Meeting. We meet on the third and fourth Tuesdays of the month in the Administration Center
(except in April when there will only be a meeting on the third Tuesday).
Act 1 Index = 2.4% (represents the maximum tax increase should Parkland not apply for “exceptions” designed by the state to
help districts pay for costs outside their control, including escalating special education costs and fixed distributions to the PA State
Employee Retirement System)

Estimate of Additional Tax Increase that Parkland Can Levy if Exceptions are Approved = 1.2%
Estimate of Maximum Allowable Tax Increase = 3.6%
NOTE: The final proposed budget and increase will be featured in the June edition of the Parkland Newsletter.

Redistricting
In late summer, as a result of a feasibility study that was conducted in 2015, it became apparent that our district needed
to shift the school populations to the north and east to accommodate residential growth in the south and west. The
result is a redistricting plan that has been shared with affected families via mail and community forums at the elementary
schools in December and January. To view the list of schools that will service your address, visit our SCHOOL LOCATOR
TOOL on the district web site at www.parklandsd.org.
Borrowing for Capital Projects
The District is poised to borrow approximately $10M in early 2016. Borrowing $10M or less allows the District to obtain
a bank-qualified loan resulting in lower interest rates and borrowing fees. The money will be used for capital projects,
technology upgrades, bus purchases and the potential purchase of land for a new elementary school. The District’s strong
AA credit rating has allowed Parkland to enjoy consistently favorable credit terms. This is due to the fact that the District
carries low debt and has a strong cash flow. During the District’s last audit, the financial team noted that Parkland is
deemed fiscally responsible and strong, even amidst the state budget impasse.

Full-day Kindergarten
Parkland has witnessed rapid changes in demographics. Poverty rates continue to rise in our region with Parkland
School District
2015 Millage seeing an increase from 12% to 25% just since 2009 (percentages are based on the number of students who qualify
for a free or reduced-price lunch). English as a Second Language learners rose from 136 in 2009 to more than 230 in
		
(Highest to
2015. Changing demographics combined with increased rigor in the core curriculum have caused us to pause and think
		
Lowest)
Northern Lehigh
21.15 		 about how we can best prepare students for future success. We feel that implementing a full-day kindergarten program
will allow time for intervention at an early age. By allotting additional time with children during this entry year, we plan
Allentown City 		
18.33
to combat illiteracy and have set a goal to get all students reading on a 3rd grade reading level by the end of third grade.
Salisbury Township
17.71
The case for support of a full-day kindergarten program in Parkland is reinforced by hard data which you can read about
East Penn 		
17.22
on our web site under the Curriculum tab. It illustrates the gap in literacy we have in our current kindergarten classes
Catasauqua Area
16.31
along with many other salient points that a full-day program will be able to address. The full-day program will launch this
Bethlehem		
16.23
fall and will be offered in every elementary school in the District.
Northwestern Lehigh
15.96
Whitehall-Coplay
Southern Lehigh

***Parkland***

15.85
15.37

14.35

In closing, please know that I realize that a tax increase is never popular. As a member of this community, I also
pay Parkland taxes, as does each of our nine school board members who volunteer their time to study issues, the
budget process and make decisions related to public school spending. We would not recommend programs or capital
improvement projects that we didn’t feel were in the best interest of our children and of our community. The people in
this District are what make Parkland special and we value your input, your support, and the confidence you place in us to
continue to operate a school district that strives for excellence. I promise to protect the valuable facilities and reputation
that make up the Parkland School District as I know we all take pride in calling Parkland our home.
Sincerely,
Richard T. Sniscak, Superintendent of Schools

Get the Parkland Weekly Update on
TWITTER AND FACEBOOK every Friday

Find us @ParklandSchools or Parkland School District on Facebook for regular updates and information.
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PARKLAND REDISTRICTS ALL SCHOOLS

ALLEVIATES SOUTHERN GROWTH, ACCOUNTS FOR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT

The Parkland School District Board of School Directors approved a redistricting plan designed to alleviate projected crowding in its southern schools and
help make way for future students who will enter Parkland as residential development continues to occur.
The plan was developed when a 10-year feasibility study that was conducted by Stantec, rated by Architectural Record Magazine as #1 for K-12
architectural design in 2015, presented their findings. Stantec presented findings during an October board meeting and suggested options to handle the
projected enrollment growth. The projections showcased a need for an additional 15 classrooms in the south and southwest pockets of the District by the
year 2020, and an additional 19 classrooms in that same area through the year 2024.
Stantec worked with DecisionInsite to research residential development and project enrollment for the next 10 years. DecisionInsite conducted interviews
with township planners and land developers and analyzed student and community demographic trends to pull together their findings. The data was then
loaded into a cloud-based system that allowed school administrators to view the impact of boundary line changes on student enrollment. With this system,
the District witnessed how many students would be affected by a redistricting effort utilizing many different combinations of neighborhoods and streets.
Within the Stantec report, an analysis of the capacity of each school building illustrated a surplus of student seats in the north and a deficit of student
seating in the south. Richard Sniscak, Superintendent of Schools, stated, “As projections for new developments occur in the southwestern corner of the
school district, the data projects that an additional 500 elementary students will potentially enter Parkland in the next five years. Our buildings in the south
cannot handle that projected enrollment growth. By the 2019-2020 school year, we will be short on classrooms in the south, even if we keep offering only a
half-day kindergarten program and redistrict next year.”
Options for addressing enrollment growth were shared during the October meeting. To maintain a balanced student body enrollment in each elementary
building, keep current grade level configurations and maintain the community elementary school concept, the Administration has redistricted the entire
school district which will be enacted in the fall of 2016 to shift the rising southern population to the north and east where the schools are projected to
witness declining enrollment in the coming years. The District is also studying options, such as building a new elementary school, to absorb the southern
population that is projected as a result of new home developments.
For more information about future planning, visit the Parkland Vision 2015-2030 web site at: www.parklandsd.org/about/superintendents-office/parklandvision-2015-2030. To see if your home has been redistricted, visit the Parkland web site at www.parklandsd.org and click on the SCHOOL LOCATOR TOOL at
the top of the home page.

PARKLAND TRANSITIONS TO FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN
GOAL: ALL THIRD GRADERS READING AT A THIRD-GRADE READING LEVEL BY THE END OF THIRD GRADE

After 15 months of planning and preparation, the Parkland School District Board of School Directors approved a program change from a half-day to a fullday kindergarten program for all Parkland elementary schools. The change will occur at the start of the 2016-17 school year. In October of 2014, an Early
Literacy Committee comprised of teachers, administrators, a school psychologist and guidance counselor was formed to study student data and research
full-day programs to formulate a kindergarten program proposal for Parkland. The results of their findings were presented publicly during September and
October 2015 School Board Meetings.
Amidst a groundswell of state and national research in support of full-day kindergarten programs, Pennsylvania is one of only six states in the country that
does not require kindergarten at all. However, according to the KIDS COUNT Data Center in 2015, 462 out of Pennsylvania’s 499 school districts offer a
full-day kindergarten program, underscoring the importance and commitment of public school districts to find a way to engage their youngest learners in a
strong foundation for learning. Here are the compelling reasons why Parkland is implementing a full-day program.
54% of Incoming Parkland Kindergartners Did Not Meet Benchmark Literacy Levels
Parkland students in Kindergarten through 5th grade are administered the STAR Universal literacy screener at the beginning, middle, and end of the year.
Only 46% of incoming 2015 Parkland Kindergartners demonstrated the readiness skills necessary to achieve a score of Benchmark, meaning they entered
school on level this past fall. A full-day program will allow time for an intervention and enrichment period consisting of targeted instruction specific to
individual needs.
The Importance of Reading Proficiency by Third Grade
Reading proficiency by third grade is the most important predictor of high school graduation and career success. In Parkland, 80% of last year’s third
graders demonstrated reading proficiency. That is noteworthy compared to the national average of 67%, however Parkland’s goal is to have every student
reading on grade level by the end of third grade. Full-day Kindergarten will provide time for an intervention and enrichment period which will help close
educational gaps before they widen. There are long-term social costs associated with students not reading on grade level by the end of third grade. The
research is compelling: Students who do not read proficiently by the end of third grade are four times more likely than proficient readers to drop out of high
school. The costs associated with high school dropouts, including the cost of jail and crime, is a cost our entire society will bear.
Demographic Shifts
Demographic changes are occurring within the school district. The number of students in Parkland who qualify for a free or reduced-price lunch has
increased from single digits to 25% in just the last decade. Parkland educators realize that a change must occur or the gap in reading proficiency is going to
widen. Out of the 20% of Parkland 3rd graders who are not reading proficiently, 38% come from families who are living in a low-income household.
Making a Year’s Growth
Throughout the school year, Parkland teachers continually review data to monitor the progress of each student. At the elementary level, the STAR beginning
of the year and end of the year assessment data is compared to measure progress of students over the course of the year. In the last two years, no
Parkland school demonstrated a full year’s growth in kindergarten. However, students in grades 1-5 have made a full year’s growth or more during the
course of a school year. By offering a full-day program, Parkland teachers feel they will significantly improve the growth in learning during the course of the
kindergarten year. Full-day kindergarten would provide additional opportunities to close the achievement gap and increase the percentage of students who
make adequate yearly growth and are fully prepared for first grade.
Time for Purposeful Play
Purposeful play provides opportunities for inquiry-based learning. Children explore answers to their questions through hands-on interaction with materials,
build their questioning skills, and enhance their understanding of key academic concepts. Play impacts the 4 domains of development: Physical, Cognitive,
Language and Literacy, and Social and Emotional. The current schedule provides little time for play or hands-on learning that stimulates curiosity and
a desire for learning. The small window of time is currently filled with academic preparedness as teachers try and fit in a year’s worth of curriculum in a
half-day program. In a full-day kindergarten program, Parkland students would have time to play and interact with each other. Through play, students will
develop collaboration skills and other social and emotional skills necessary for success in school and life.
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A LOOK INSIDE: KRATZER SCHOOL RENOVATIONS

NEW COURSES AT PHS OFFER EXPANSION OF
STEM & CAREER EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES
PHS is excited to announce the expansion of Parkland’s prestigious Project Lead The Way Program
which has provided dual enrollment and rigorous coursework in technology and engineering since 1999.
Parkland High School will launch the Project Lead The Way Biomedical Science Program in 2016 to
provide a series of rigorous courses for those interested in pursuing an education in biology or medicine.
The overall rollout of the program will take approximately four years. The first course in the program,
Principles of Biomedical Science, will begin in 2016-17. In it, students will explore the death of a fictional
person. While investigating the “case,” students examine autopsy reports, investigate medical history,
and explore medical treatments that might have prolonged the person’s life. Future courses include
Human Body Systems, Medical Interventions, and Biomedical Innovation.

Other changes include the phasing out of “applied” level courses in English and Social Studies. Tammy
Bennick, Assistant Principal, stated, “The goal will be to expose students to a more rigorous curriculum
with the opportunity to partner with Lehigh Career and Technical Institute (LCTI) and the Lehigh Valley
Workforce Investment Board to develop a host of experiences that will make students more employable
upon graduation.” Both courses will combine an academic focus on career opportunities and prompt
self-exploration of skills, strengths, weaknesses and interests to help students make a decision to pursue
a college preparatory academic path or to enroll at LCTI to pursue a career pathway in a technical or
vocational program.

PARKLAND 2015-16 DEMOGRAPHICS
70% WHITE
12% HISPANIC
4% AFRICAN AMERICAN
11% ASIAN/PACIFIC ISLANDER
3% ALL OTHERS
25% Eligible for Free/Reduced Lunch
15% Receive Special Education Services
8% Receive Gifted Education Services
39 Students are labeled “homeless”
Number of English Language Learners: 231

PROCEDURE FOR DISMISSAL DURING INCLEMENT WEATHER

The Administration makes every attempt to dismiss students before inclement weather affects the driving conditions of the roadways. Unfortunately, the
weather can change after a decision has been made which makes transporting students home very challenging. When this happens, it is the School
District’s main responsibility to make sure every student arrives home safely. This often requires taking additional time when driving which may cause
delays in the scheduled drop off times of the students.
During these events, we strive to keep the parents informed of any delays along the bus routes. Below are the steps we follow when dismissing students
during inclement weather:
•
•
•

The transportation department will monitor the progress of the buses and report any bus delays to the appropriate school.
The school’s main office should also monitor the buses through the bus radios located at each school.
If a delay is greater than 10 minutes for any bus, the schools’ Administrative Assistants will send a School Messenger alert to the parents of the
students riding that bus informing them of the delay.
•
The Administration, Transportation and Schools will continue to communicate with each other and the parents until all students arrive home, with
the school taking on the primary responsibility of communicating with parents.
When school dismissal is disrupted by inclement weather, it is a very stressful time. The communication and cooperation of everyone involved is imperative
for the safety of the students.

Do you have a question you would like to see addressed in the Parkland Newsletter? If so, write it
here and mail to: Nicole McGalla, Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse Rd. Allentown, PA 18104 or
send an email to mcgallan@parklandsd.org.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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2016 FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN and FIRST GRADE
REGISTRATION EVENTS
If you have a child who
is turning five years
old prior to September
1, 2016, it’s time to
prepare for Kindergarten
Registration. Similarly,
if you have a child who
is enrolled in a private
Kindergarten program
who you are planning to
enroll for the first time
in Parkland Schools for
first grade, we invite you
to attend the March registration events outlined below. The following chart
includes a list of the eight elementary schools within Parkland School District
and their respective registration dates. Parents are encouraged to telephone
the appropriate elementary school for a specific appointment time. Phoning in
advance will ensure an equal distribution of registrants throughout the day so
that we can serve you better. Once an appointment is scheduled, a packet of
forms will be mailed to you to fill out in advance of Registration Day in order to
expedite the registration process. Plan to spend about an hour with us that day.
We are excited to welcome your student to Parkland!

Kindergarten will
be FULL-DAY
starting
September 2016

REGISTRATION DATE		
Friday, March 4, 2016			
Tuesday, March 8, 2016		
Wednesday, March 9, 2016		
Thursday, March 10, 2016		
Tuesday, March 15, 2016		
Wednesday, March 16, 2016		
Thursday, March 17, 2016		
Tuesday, March 22, 2016		

SCHOOL 		
Kernsville 		
Cetronia		
Ironton			
Fogelsville 		
Parkway Manor
Kratzer			
Schnecksville		
Fred J. Jaindl		

PHONE

•

ALL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
SENDING AREAS
HAVE BEEN REDISTRICTED FOR FALL 2016.
Find your home on our new
SCHOOL LOCATOR TOOL
to view your school for Fall 2016.

IT’S EASY! Visit www.parklandsd.org and
click on the icon shown below.

610-351-5840
610-351-5860
610-351-5810
610-351-5800
610-351-5850
610-351-5820
610-351-5830
610-351-5880

School and community personnel will be at registration to review your child’s
immunization record and to provide descriptive information about your school
as well as answer questions you may have. The following checklist of things to
bring should help you prepare for registration:
•
•

WHICH SCHOOL WILL
MY CHILD ATTEND?

Record of your child’s birth date (i.e., registration of birth, or birth certificate).
Written immunization records for properly spaced doses of diphtheria, tetanus,
polio, measles, mumps, rubella (German measles), hepatitis B, and the varicella
(chicken pox) vaccine or proof that the child had the disease.
Two (2) forms of verification that the child’s legal parent(s)/legal guardian(s)
reside(s) in the Parkland School District. These may include:
1) a current real estate property tax bill for the residence;
2) a current lease agreement for residence;
3) a current utility bill showing the current address;
4) a current income tax form showing the current address

ZUMBA GOLD FOR ADULTS 55+

WEDNESDAYS, JANUARY 6 – JUNE 15, 2016
Zumba Gold is a dance fitness class featuring routines set
to Latin music as well as some pop hits. Easy to follow,
low impact moves, great rhythms, lots of FUN! Come join
the party on Wednesdays from 4:45 - 5:45 PM in the
Parkway Manor Elementary School Gym (768 Parkway Rd.,
Allentown, PA 18104). The class is free of charge and no
registration is required. NOTE: NO CLASS WILL BE HELD
WHEN SCHOOL IS NOT IN SESSION DUE TO INCLEMENT
WEATHER.

Residents who are new to the school district shall provide the following as proof
of residency in lieu of those previously mentioned: 1) a copy of a lease/building
contract/sales agreement (and later a settlement agreement) for the place of
residence, and 2) a copy of a utility bill. A moving permit, which is available
from the township tax collector, can only be used until a utility bill or other
form of documentation is available. If a registrant is not the owner or lessee
of the property, a Multiple Occupancy form must be acquired from the school
district, completed and notarized. In the case of a student who is registered by
someone other than his/her parent, documentation of guardianship must also
be provided.
The Pennsylvania school health laws require that every child has a physical
and dental examination upon entry to school. Forms for physical and dental
examinations will be given at the time of registration.
The Pennsylvania Department of Health school immunization law requires that
all students entering school for the first time at the kindergarten or first grade
level be fully immunized as a condition of school attendance.
To register for kindergarten, a child must be five years of age or older, prior to
September 1, 2016. There are no exceptions.
WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO MEETING YOU AND OUR NEW STUDENT!

NOW IS THE TIME TO REGISTER YOUR
KINDERGARTNER OR FIRST GRADER!
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ABUNDANCE
OF GIVING SPIRIT IN ACTION AT PSD
Throughout the year, there are so many community service projects and collections for families led by Parkland students and staff. To give the community a
glimpse of the generosity that occurs, here is an astounding list of organized donation events that occurred during the holiday season.
PHS
• Fashion Club: Winter Accessories Drive
Psychology Club: Sock Drive
• Student Council/Key Club: Holiday Hope Chests to
		 Lehigh Valley Volunteer Center
• Spanish Club: Toys for Tots Campaign
• National Honor Society: Operation Gold Snowflake
Giving Tree for Angel 34 and Stockings for Soldiers
•
Basketball
Boosters: $1,000 to a Parkland family facing
•
medical challenges and costs
• SADD: 10 Christmas Trees to Valley Youth House
• Music Production Class: $928 to Valley Youth House as a result of holiday CD sales
• PHS Staff: Donated gift cards to families in need
• ASL Club: $1,000 to Victory House and $1,000 to Miracle League in honor of Jared Brown
• Interact Club: Packed snack packs donated by the Rotary for Parkland families once per month
• Literary Mag: Gift Drive for 88 foster kids from the Northampton County of Children, Youth and Families
OMS
• Change for Change/Pay it Forward Campaign raised $4,900 that allowed students and staff to randomly pass out
gift cards at three local Weis grocery stores, encouraging people to pay the kind act forward.
• Children’s Hospital - candy and toy drive
• Gift Drive for OMS families in need
SMS
• Students wrote to overseas troops, collected stocking stuffers for soldiers and raised money for Wounded Heroes
and Wreaths Across America. To remember and honor our fallen heroes who have served in the armed forces,
Springhouse Middle School students raised money for 50 wreaths which were placed on graves of veterans by
students at Resurrection Cemetery.
• Gift Drive for SMS families in need

		

Elementary Schools
• Elementary Chorale: Baby/personal items collection for St. Stephen’s Food Pantry
• Parkway Manor: Gift Drive for families at Parkland schools, Sixth Street Shelter donations
• Ironton: Sixth Street Shelter and Peaceable Kingdom Gift Drives
• Kernsville: Giving Tree collection for Kernsville families in need, Cops n’ Kids Book Drive
• Jaindl: Giving Tree collection for Jaindl families in need
• Cetronia: Pajama, Book and Coat Drive for families in need
• Kratzer: Coats, Hats and Gloves Drive for Project Keep Warm
• Fogelsville: Coin Drive for Dreams Come True Lehigh Valley, Gift Drive for Jefferson
Elementary School families in Allentown School District
• Schnecksville: March of Dimes collection

Genuine Photo Booth

& Chocolate Fantasy Fountain Rentals

Go Trojans!

When planning a Prom, Graduation, Sweet Sixteen,
team, club party, or any party at all...
Consider renting state of the art equipment at
GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES.

Photo Booths
Chocolate Fountains
Professional Balloon Decorations
Ice Cream Sundae Bar
Espresso Bar
Photo Booth Rentals

$600

Graphic Design Internship is
available for summer 2016! Get great
experience that includes designing
the full color district calendar. For
more information, contact
mcgallan@parklandsd.org.

PennsylvaniaPhotoBooths.com
YourChocolateFantasy.com
LehighSweets.com
PartiesByBalloonWorks.com

610-451-9538
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PARKLAND
BULLETIN BOARD
Feb 6
Feb 18

MR. PARKLAND CONTEST, 7 PM, PHS Auditorium. (Snow date is Feb 11).
COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL meets to discuss Technology/Blended Learning,
7 PM, Administration Center
Feb 18
SMS/OMS SCIENCE FAIR PARENT NIGHTS, 7-8:30 PM, Respective School Gyms
Feb 18
SMS/OMS 5TH GRADE PARENTS NIGHT, 7-8 PM
Mar 10-12 OMS SPRING MUSICAL “JAMES AND THE GIANT PEACH, JR.,” 7 PM Thurs. and Fri., with
additional shows at 2 PM and 7 PM Sat., OMS Auditorium
Mar 10-12 SMS SPRING MUSICAL “HONK! JR.,” 7 PM Thurs. and Fri., with additional show at 2 PM
Sat., SMS Auditorium
Mar 17
COMMUNITY ADVISORY COUNCIL meets on Safety/Signs of At-Risk Behavior/		
Mindfulness, 7 PM, Administration Center
Apr 13-17 PHS MUSICAL, “TITANIC,” 7:30 PM each day through Sat. and a Sun. matinee at 3 PM.
For ticket info, call 610-351-5666 or visit www.parklandsd.org/tickets
May 19-21 13TH ANNUAL FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS - sponsorships now available! Call 610-351-5630
FAMILY SWIM, OPEN PLAY BASKETBALL, & OPEN GYM
South Whitehall Township Recreation will sponsor Family Open Swim on Sundays from 1–5 PM,
Jan 10 – Mar 27 (excluding Jan 24, Feb 28 and Mar 6) at the Parkland High School pool. One
lane will be roped off for lap swimmers. Children under 12 must be accompanied by adults. OPEN
PLAY BASKETBALL and OPEN GYM will occur on Sundays from 1–5 PM from Jan 10 –
Mar 27 (excluding Jan 24, Feb 14, Mar 6 and Mar 13) Note: Gym opens at 2 PM on Jan 17. OPEN
PLAY BASKETBALL will be in the Parkland High School Main Gym for people ages 16 years and
up. OPEN GYM will be in the Parkland High School Auxiliary Gym and is open to children ages 15
and under. OPEN GYM closed on Feb 21, but Main Gym open. These events are free and open to
Parkland residents. I.D. and proof of residence may be requested.

WALKING TRACK UPDATE
PHS Soccer Stadium: Open, weather permitting, Monday – Friday 7 AM to dusk year-round
(except for holidays) for Parkland School District residents to walk the all-weather track. At no time
will unauthorized use of the turf field be permitted. Exceptions: If an organized sporting event is
taking place on the turf field such as a Parkland Soccer, Field Hockey or Lacrosse Game/Practice
or a Youth Group Sporting Event, the track will be closed to the general public.
OMS football stadium: Open, weather permitting, Saturday and Sunday 8 AM - 4 PM during the
school year, September 12 through June 11 (except for holidays), for Parkland School District
residents to walk on the cinder track. At no time will unauthorized use of the grass field be
permitted. Exceptions: If an organized sporting event is taking place on the field (either a game or
practice), the track will be closed to the general public.
Please Note: These days and times are subject to change without notice.
OPEN PLAY CO-ED VOLLEYBALL
Wednesday evenings from 7-9 PM. Jan 27 - Mar 30, high school age and older. Must have league
experience, no registration required and no fee to play.
REGISTRATION FOR NEW STUDENTS AT PARKLAND HIGH SCHOOL
Registration for new students entering Parkland High School next fall is scheduled for Monday,
February 22, 2016 and Tuesday, February 23, 2016. A snow make-up date is scheduled for
Thursday, February 25, 2016. The evening registration is designated for those students currently
residing in the Parkland School District, but not attending Parkland schools. Parents who would
like to make a registration appointment should call Parkland High School at 610-351-5610 Ext.
73432 and ask for Mrs. Kris Chenworth, Registrar, or email chenworthk@parklandsd.org.

855-DrGhosh
GhoshOrtho.com
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NONDISCRIMINATION IN PROGRAMS AND EMPLOYMENT POLICY
In accordance with TITLE VI, TITLE IX, Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act,
the Parkland School District does not discriminate either in the educational or vocational
programs and activities which it operates or in the employment of personnel, on the basis of
sex, handicap, disability, race, color, national origin, age, or religion. If you are physically or
mentally disabled, visually or hearing impaired, you may qualify for special services/instruction/
equipment modifications so you can successfully complete the education program or participate
in activities. All inquiries concerning this policy/questions regarding specific programs, services,
and facilities for the handicapped should be directed to the District Equal Rights Officer, Assistant
Superintendent, Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse Road, Allentown, PA at
(610) 351-5505.

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS PUBLICATION, PLEASE CALL
NICOLE AT 610-351-5630.

