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FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS MAKE
GREAT GAINS IN LITERACY

Parkland launched a full-day Kindergarten
program this past fall. One of the major goals of
the program was for students to build a strong
foundation in literacy. Results from several
diagnostic tests that were conducted in the
middle of the year last year and this year are
helping teachers measure student growth.
The results show that 82% of students were at
or above where they should be compared with
69% last year with regard to alphabetic
principles. 85% were at or above grade level
compared to 73% last year in word concepts,
and 96% were at or above grade level compared
to 90% last year in visual discrimination.
Students also showed large gains in early
numeracy and sentence-level comprehension.
Equally as interesting were the fewer
number of students who require remediation
results.

Just one year ago, the data shows that about 40% of kindergartners were “on watch” for achieving borderline results when it
came to grade level expectations or labeled as needing intervention or urgent remediation in grade level concepts. In 2017,
the number has decreased to less than 25%. It should be noted that beginning of the year data for both cohorts or students
was similar.
Kelly Rosario, Director of Curriculum, Instruction and Professional Development stated, “The kindergarten curriculum didn’t
change, but the extra time allows teachers to dive deeper into concepts. For instance, purposeful play provides
opportunities for inquiry-based learning. Children explore answers to their questions through hands-on interaction with
materials, build their questioning skills, and enhance their understanding of key academic concepts. The deeper learning
opportunity will help us reach our goal of having all children read on grade level by grade three.”

NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DESIGN DEBUT
KCBA, the architects who have been hired to design a new elementary school in Upper Macungie
Township, debuted designs during public meetings in May. Residents, township officials, recreation
directors and volunteers were invited to learn about the facility plans for the new building which
will be located on the west side of Twin Ponds Road between Long Lane and Schantz Road on land
donated by David and Jackie Jaindl of Jaindl Land Company/Jaindl Farms. The school is projected to
open in the fall of 2020.
A KCBA architect team showcased some new ideas for the exterior of the building during a May
School Board meeting. The focal point of the school is the two-story, glass infused main entrance
which can be seen from the front of the building and the interior courtyard at the rear. The goal is to
highlight literacy right at the front door as an open concept spills into a creative science, technology,
engineering, arts and math (STEAM) creation area and media center.
Special thanks to Mike Kelly, Brian Brandis and Jamie Bortz (a Parkland Alumna) at KCBA for
providing us with the pictures of the design concept at left.

Safety First!
Be Careful, Be Aware,
Be Safe
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PARKLAND
READY 21 UPDATE
By 2020, creativity, complex problem solving, and critical thinking will top the list of key skills employers will be looking for. At the same time, the increasing volume of

information on the Internet has given direct access to skills and knowledge for any learner. How do we respond to this shifting landscape to ensure our students know how
to navigate the digital economy?
Our vision includes a focus on developing and maintaining highly invested students who are passionate about learning. To make this possible, teachers are being asked to
look at how they might adapt their lessons to provide project-based, authentic learning experiences augmented by the use of District-provided Chromebooks for every middle
schooler this fall. Many on our staff are already doing a great job with this. View a 10-minute video that showcases a few examples from Parkland classrooms at
https://youtu.be/iw0cwhbnOBs.
Think of Parkland Ready 21 as an upgrade to processes and resources in the same manner that you would if you were to buy a new car. Though your old car got you to your
destination well enough, newer models are safer, more fuel efficient, better for the environment, etc. In moving to a classroom that doesn’t focus solely on lecture, we are
equipping our students to succeed in the future. They will become better digital citizens and problem solvers by completing Internet-based activities with the guidance of
instructors. They will have the tools and resources necessary to support voice and choice in their learning, focusing on their passions, connecting their learning to the real
world, and expressing their creativity along the way. At the same time, teachers will benefit from learning systems that automatically grade assessments, track student
progress, and synchronize log-ins for quick & easy access, allowing them to use their time for what they do best – teach.
How will it be accomplished?
We will be issuing Chromebooks to all middle schoolers at the start of the school year. It will be used as a research tool, a textbook, and to create and store projects which
will help the students create a digital portfolio.
What else are we excited about?
Teacher feedback on Home Access Center has been adequate, but we love the idea of allowing parents to see the actual feedback their child receives on an essay or project
within the online learning environment that our teachers will use which is called Schoology. Parents and students will be given access to Schoology at the start of the school
year.
FAQs
We’ve compiled a list of Frequently Asked Questions and Answers for families to peruse at our Parkland Ready 21 site: http://www.parklandsd.org/pr21/
What can we do this summer to prepare for Chromebook distribution?
Parents can check out Atomic Learning with their children this summer as they ready for fall. Atomic Learning contains all kinds of content that will help orient the student
to the Chromebook as well as many other skills they may be interested in such as an In Design tutorial or Mobile Moviemaking 101. Parent Info Sessions will continue
about Parkland Ready 21 this summer. These are designed to review an overview of the program and serve as a Question and Answer Session for rising 6th – 8th grade
families. Visit us at a meeting as follows: Monday, June 26, at 11 AM, in Springhouse’s Auditorium or Wednesday, July 19, at 7 PM, in Orefield Middle School’s Auditorium.
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CONTINUOUS ENERGY IMPROVEMENT
YIELDS $286,000 Savings

PARKWAY MANOR BOOK
BRACKETS FOR MARCH MADNESS

The Parkland School District’s Continuous Energy Improvement (CEI) Program
accrued more than $286,000 in savings since the District launched an energy
conservation focus in April 2014. The District was commended for receiving two
out of three statewide Moving to the Head of the Class/Keystone Energy Efficiency
Fund Awards at PHS and SMS for outstanding energy conservation projects which
you can read more about at this link: https://keealliance.org/schools-award/. OMS
won the award the previous year.
With the onset of the CEI Program, Parkland Schools spearheaded a multifaceted
behavioral change program that began with a Continuous Energy Improvement
(CEI) Green Team of teachers, administrators, custodial staff and business
members who meet monthly in all buildings to involve staff and students in a
variety of creative projects focused on energy conservation and efficiency.
Here are some examples of how the Green Teams are achieving results:
• Cetronia uses the digital Energy Dashboard to educate the building about its
energy use and make videos that are played during morning announcements
to keep the initiative top of mind.
• Parkway Manor students and staff created a Captain Kilowatt character who
reminds people to conserve energy through video vignettes. They also held a
waste-free lunch event this year.
• Springhouse adjusts the HVAC and electrical computer systems to turn off
power at strategic intervals to maximize energy savings.
• Orefield students created laminated signs that remind classrooms to shut off
lights when not in use.

Parkway Manor third graders enjoyed a March Madness Book
Tournament. There were 4 rounds starting with the Sweet 16 with
16 books competing against each other. They followed with 3 more
rounds (the Elite 8 round, the Final 4 round and the Championship
round) until students picked the winning book. Each round
followed the timeline of the actual NCAA basketball tournament,
and students reread the books that were competing in each round
to determine which books they would vote for.
This year, the third grade team of teachers chose books that were
award winners - Newbery Award winners, Caldecott Award
winners, or books that were chosen as books of the year from
various groups. Teacher Lynne Kistler stated, “It’s a great way to get
students hooked on good literature! They did a great job reading
and discussing all of the choices in the competition and carefully
choosing the books that they thought were the best in each round.”
The winning book was The Bear and the Piano by David Litchfield.

Yummm.
®

Delivered.
ORDER ONLINE AT

REDROBINPA.COM
OR CALL

1-866-986-CATR
TRY OUR NEW

BURGER & CHICKEN BAR
or BOXED LUNCH OPTIONS!
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PARKLAND’S ‘PIPPIN’ DELIGHTS AUDIENCES
SHOW CAPTURES 17 FREDDY NOMINATIONS

Parkland High School’s spring production of “Pippin” captured
17 Freddy Award nominations including: Outstanding
Performance by an Orchestra, Outstanding Use of Scenery,
Outstanding Use of Costumes, Outstanding Performance
by a Male Ensemble Member – Max Hakim, Outstanding
Performance by a Female Ensemble Member – Kayleigh Scott,
Outstanding Use of Lighting, Outstanding Small Ensemble
Performance – Reese Diaz, Lisa Conte “Love Song,”
Outstanding Choreography, Outstanding Performance by
an Actress in a Supporting Role – Lisa Conte, Outstanding
Performance by an Actor in a Supporting Role – Alex Atiyeh,
Outstanding Chorus, Vic Kumma Award for Outstanding Solo Vocal Performance – Reese Diaz “Corner of the Sky,”
Outstanding Production Number - “Magic to Do,” Outstanding Stage Crew, Outstanding Performance by an Actress in a
Leading Role – Mara Cohen, Outstanding Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role – Reese Diaz and
Outstanding Overall Production of a Musical.
CONGRATS PHS
SPRING SPORTS
TEAM EPC CHAMPS!

CLASS OF 2017 PROM:
CONGRATULATIONS
PROM KING MICHAEL
JENKINS AND PROM
QUEEN FAITH NATION!

Baseball, Softball,
Girls’ Lacrosse, and
Boys’ Track and Field.
Also, Parkland teams placed
2nd in Girls’ Track Field, Boys’
Lacrosse, and Boys’
Tennis.
District XI Championship was
won by the Girls’ Swimming
and Diving Team. The Boys’
Team finished 2nd at
Districts.

Strength. Trust. Community.
5629 PA Route 873, P. O. Box 10, Neffs, PA 18065-0010 (610) 767-3875

2017•2018

Queen’s Court
Cara Haring
Karla Quintanilla
Macy Rauch
Madison Staiman
Allison Wilcox

King’s Court
Alec Cwienkala
Tyler Perez
David Peters
Bryant Rodriguez
Michael Zeky

PARKLAND

THE ART

W

15 week
Art Classes

RKS

BEGINNER TO
ADVANCED

www.neffsnatl.com
24-Hour BANK LINE  Dial 610-767-7479
NetTeller™

Internet Banking

goDough® Mobile Banking

Member FDIC  Equal Opportunity Lender

Equal Housing Lender

CERAMICS AT SMS:
$180 per session + $30 materials fee due the first night of class *
Mail to: Springhouse MS, ARTWORKS, c/o Kerri Griffin, 1200 Springhouse Road, Allentown, PA 18104
PAINTING & DRAWING AT PHS:
$180 Adults
$100 HS Students due the first night of class
*
Mail to: Parkland HS, ARTWORKS, c/o Linda La Due, 2700 N. Cedar Crest Blvd, Allentown, PA 18104

Two Choices for Adults and High School Students

Name (please print)______________________________________________________________

Wed 7-9 pm, Rm 207 • 10/25/2017 thru 2/28/2018

Address __________________________ City _____________________ State ____ Zip _________

Thur 7-9 pm, Rm A139 • 10/26/2017 thru 3/1/2018

E-mail ___________________________ Phone (H) ________________ (C)__________________

HAND BUILT CERAMICS AT SMS
PAINTING & DRAWING AT PHS
http://psdweb.parklandsd.org/phs gallery

*Please make checks payable to Parkland School District
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DEAR PARKLAND RESIDENTS,
The 2016-17 school year was filled with many accomplishments and I’d like to use this space to highlight some
especially notable achievements. We as a community have much to be proud of as students earned top honors in
academics, the arts and athletics, and the Class of 2017 as a whole was awarded more than $5M in scholarships
(see more on page 11). We launched a full-day kindergarten program which has proven to yield fantastic results in
our youngsters which you can read about in our cover story. Our Technology Department worked with the Curriculum
& Instruction Department to expand the Makerspace Pilot Program at Fogelsville Elementary to all Parkland Media
Centers with funding and support from the Parkland Education Foundation. This aligns with our goal to transition
all of our libraries to 21st century learning hubs with a focus on literacy and science, technology, engineering
and math concepts (STEM). Our team also implemented a new Wonders Reading Program in Kindergarten - 2nd
grade classrooms with plans to add grades 3-5 in the fall. We also initiated ST Math at the elementary level which
is a prescriptive computer-based math program that assists students with skill development and also provides
enrichment. At the Middle Level, Period X has been established to focus on intervention or enrichment, depending on
what a student needs. We’ve also added Data and Instruction specialists who monitor progress and assist teachers
in analyzing assessment data so that we can continuously challenge or assist students in reading, writing and math.
At the High School, we started a new Biomedical Science Program with 235 participants and we look forward to the
participation of 153 students who will partake in a new Computer Science Track that will begin in the fall. Finally, last
year, 3,530 AP (Advanced Placement) tests were given at Parkland High School with 85% of students scoring a three
or higher.

2017-18 BUDGET

DID YOU
KNOW?

•Among the challenges impacting
Parkland are increasing special
education costs, $3.6M in projected
payments to Cyber/Charter Schools,
and increasing state-mandated
contributions to the Public School
Employees’ Retirement System
•Our Proposed 2017-18 General Fund
Budget of $172,331,072 depicts a
tax increase of 0.28 mills or 1.89%
totaling 15.13 mills
•The 2016-17 Budget required a tax
increase of .5 mills or 3.48% totaling
14.85 mills with a total budget of
$165,085,430
•The Act 1 Index for Parkland for
2017-18 is 2.5% which equals
$2,854,346 or 0.37 mills
•We are appropriating $6 Million in
Fund Balance to offset a larger tax
increase which equates to 0.78 mills
•As of May 23, 2017, one mill of
property tax produces approximately
$7,688,473 at a 97% collection rate
•The Board will vote on the final
budget during our regularly scheduled
board meeting on Tuesday, June 27,
2017 at 7 PM. Please feel free to call
the Superintendent’s office at
610-351-5500 should you have
questions regarding the budget prior
to the meeting or join us in the Board
Room at 1210 Springhouse Rd.
for the meeting.

Facility Improvements
This summer, we will be refinishing the gym floor as well as installing a new swimming pool liner at Parkland High
School. Re-surfacing the pool consists of removing all the old plaster from the pool surface and applying a new
plaster surface. Because of the renovations, the gym and pool will be closed for most of the summer. Additional
projects include replacing sidewalks and steps at the front of Ironton School along with the addition of a new canopy
over a new sidewalk behind the school that is used for parent drop off and pick up. The parking lots and driveways
at Ironton will also be repaved as part of the exterior improvement project. Fogelsville School will receive a partial
roof replacement and sidewalk and curb repairs as well as an extension to the parent drop off and pick up sidewalk
area. Parkway Manor will receive new paving of the access road on the north side of the school, repairing some
storm drains in the parking lot and paving a small portion of the parking lot. The upper bus garage will also undergo
a paving project. Our School Services team is also continuing to pursue energy efficiency by working to convert all of
our parking lot lights to LED fixtures.
Budget
Parkland School District revenues continued to trend in a positive direction this year and an increase in the
assessment value of real estate has translated into a higher value per mill. This, along with continued growth in
earned income tax revenues has been positive for our budget. Consequently, the School Board and the Administration
made the conscious decision in January 2017 to limit any tax increase to the Act 1 Index of 2.5% assigned to
Parkland. Since then, we have been able to balance our budget and mitigate our tax impact to a 1.89% increase. We
are also appropriating $6M of fund balance to further mitigate any tax increase.
While the short-term trends on the revenue side are cause for optimism, we need to remind you that we will
still have challenges to overcome and concerns we need to continue to address as we move forward. Among
our challenges and concerns remains the uncertainty tied to state support of Basic Education Funding, Special
Education Funding, Cyber/Charter School tuition costs and rising pension obligations. Even as these challenges
persist, our administrative team remains resolved in our effort to achieve the greatest return on our investment, both
educationally and operationally.
The 2017-18 Budget was prepared with a total of 15.13 mills representing a 1.89% millage increase or 0.28 mills.
At 15.13 mills, Parkland will maintain the lowest real estate tax rate in Lehigh County based upon millage. For
comparison purposes, last year’s final millage increase was 0.50 or 3.48%. We will appropriate $6 million of Fund
Balance to balance the Proposed 2017-2018 PSD General Fund Budget. By this action, the Board will offset the need
to levy taxes by approximately .79 mills.
This Board of School Directors and Administration is extremely sensitive to raising taxes and its impact upon
our community. We are committed to bringing forward a responsible budget that represents the most essential
educational needs of our students while considering the economic climate and the ability and willingness of our
community to support a quality comprehensive educational program. On behalf of the Parkland School Board and my
core team consisting of Assistant Superintendent Rod Troutman, Assistant to the Superintendent for Operations Tracy
Smith and our Director of Business Administration John Vignone, we thank you for your continued support.
Sincerely,
Richard T. Sniscak
Superintendent of Schools

LEHIGH COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT MILLAGE RANK COMPARISON
School District
2016-17 Millage (Highest to Lowest)
Northern Lehigh
21.27 		
Allentown City 		
18.33
Salisbury Township
18.06
East Penn 		
17.70
Bethlehem		 16.96
Whitehall-Coplay
16.17
Catasauqua Area
16.87
Northwestern Lehigh
15.96
Southern Lehigh
15.62

***Parkland***
Average 		

14.85
17.18		

HOW
DO I CALCULATE MY TAXES?
The 2017-18 Proposed Budget plan calls for a property tax rate of 15.13 mills. To
calculate your school district property tax, find the current assessed value of your
property and multiply that value times the millage rate of 15.13. For example, a
house assessed at the median value of a home in Parkland, which is $226,595,
would be calculated as follows:
$226,595 x .01513 = $3,428.38 property tax for the school district. This
represents a $63.44 increase over last year.
Gaming monies will supply every approved homestead/farmstead with a property
tax reduction of approximately $108. This will be clearly marked on your tax bill.
Please note that if your property tax bill is below $108, your tax bill will only be
reduced by the smaller of the two amounts. Gaming monies do not offset the real
estate tax levied to fund the Parkland Community Library.
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HOW EACH DOLLAR SUPPORTS PROGRAMS IN THE

RESOURCES
.81%
3.48%

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS 62.16 CENTS

Instruction includes all activities dealing directly with the interaction between
teachers and students and related costs which can be directly attributed to
a program of instruction. Costs encompass all programs including regular
classroom instruction, special education, early intervention services, vocational
education, remediation services, driver education, required payments to
charter/cyber schools, and support of the Community College. Related
costs include instructional expenditures for salaries and benefits (teachers,
substitutes, and teacher aides), contracted services, new and replacement
equipment, supplies, books, maintenance costs directly attributable to
instructional equipment and other expenses such as sabbatical leaves.

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES 27.23 CENTS

This category includes the cost of all services which provide administrative,
technical, and logistical support to facilitate and enhance instruction.

18.67%

INSTRUCTIONAL – This area includes pupil personnel, guidance counseling, and
student accounting services. It also includes the district’s library, audio-visual
and computer-assisted instruction programs, curriculum development and the
professional development and training for the instructional staff.

77.04%

LOCAL SOURCES
$132,763,422

FEDERAL SOURCES
$1,390,178

STATE SOURCES
$32,177,472

FUND BALANCE
APPROPRIATION
$6,000,000

LOCAL

Real Estate Taxes
Earned Income Tax
Real Estate Transfer Tax
Earnings on Investments
Local Services Tax
Public Utility Realty Tax
Per Capita Taxes
District Activities
Tuition, Rentals, and All Other
From Educational Agencies (pass through)

TOTAL LOCAL

$117,259,180
$10,871,334
$1,700,000
$63,041
$570,000
$130,000
$0
$109,000
$536,600
$1,524,267

$132,763,422

PUPIL HEALTH – This area includes all expenditures related to health services
provided by the district, including salaries of physicians, school nurses and
health room aides along with medical and dental equipment and supplies.
BUSINESS/FISCAL – Those activities that involve the fiscal operations of the
district are included in this category. This includes salaries, supplies and
contracted services associated with budgeting, purchasing and disbursing,
financial accounting, payroll, asset inventory, and auditing as well as district
postage, advertising and data processing costs.
OPERATIONS/MAINTENANCE – This includes the salaries of all employees
involved in plant maintenance and operation, maintenance and custodial
supplies, heating fuel, utilities (water, sewer, natural gas, electric, telephone),
property insurance, equipment for buildings, roof repairs, vehicle maintenance
and buildings and grounds upkeep.

Attention Parkland School District Property Owners

STATE

Basic Education Funding
$7,554,766
PA Accountability Grant+Ready to Learn Grant
$531,722
Special Education Subsidy
$3,452,977
Transportation Reimbursement
$1,408,759
Construction Reimbursement (PLANCON)
$1,285,000
State Property Tax Allocation
$1,777,147
State Share of Social Security
$3,009,724
State Share of Retirement
$12,813,939
All Other State Subsidiaries
$343,438

TOTAL STATE
TOTAL FEDERAL
OTHER
TOTAL REVENUE
USE OF FUND BALANCE
TOTAL

ADMINISTRATION – The administration of the educational program includes all
board expenses, salaries and supplies of the central administration, principals
and their clerical employees, as well as the costs for tax collection services.
This area also includes legal and programming services and the generation of
computerized report cards and class scheduling.

$32,177,472
$1,390,178
$0
$166,331,072
$6,000,000
$172,331,072

The 2017-2018 Parkland School District Real Estate tax bills will be mailed on or after
July 1, 2017. Any property owner not receiving a bill by July 10, 2017 should contact their
respective township tax collector. Property owners who have taxes paid by a mortgage
company or other lender should forward their bill to the lending institution as soon as
possible to avoid penalties.

REAL ESTATE TAX COLLECTORS

North Whitehall Township:
Terri Blazofsky – 610-769-3000, 3256 Levans Road, Coplay, PA 18037
South Whitehall Township and a portion of Allentown:
Alvin Thompson – 610-398-4050, 2814 Walbert Ave., Unit 3, Allentown, PA 18104
Upper Macungie Township:
Barry Moyer – 610-481-9191, 8330 Schantz Rd., Breinigsville, PA 18031

Parkland Homestead/Farmstead Gaming Credit

Gaming monies in the form of property tax relief will offset property taxes by
approximately $108 per approved homestead and/or farmstead in the Parkland School
District. This assessed value reduction will be shown on your 2017-18 property tax bill
which will be mailed to all property owners on or after July 1, 2017.
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2017-18 PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET
TRANSPORTATION – Pupil transportation expenses include all costs
associated with transporting students to public and non-public schools on
district-operated buses.

EXPENDITURES

CENTRAL – This area includes activities other than general administration
which support each of the other instructional and supporting services. These
include public information services such as the district newsletter, human
resources, planning and research and system-wide technology services.

9.53%
1.08%

OTHER – The district’s support of the Intermediate Unit’s Administrative
Budget as well as instructional material services.

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 1.08 CENTS

27.23%

STUDENT ACTIVITIES – This budget area includes the salaries of advisors
for student activities, coaches’ salaries for athletic programs, athletic
equipment, supplies, contracted services and student accident insurance.

62.16%

COMMUNITY SERVICES – Contributions to the Allentown Art Museum and
Historical Society and support of the Lehigh Valley Business Education
Partnership as well as costs to provide crossing guards are expended from
this budget area.

OTHER FINANCING USES 9.53 CENTS
DEBT SERVICE/FUND TRANSFERS – This category covers principal and
interest payments on bond issues for school building construction, capital
projects, educational technology, and bus purchases.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS:
$107,109,791

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL
SERVICES: $1,863,397

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT
SERVICES: $49,936,661

OTHER FINANCING
USES: $16,421,223

REFUND OF PRIOR YEAR’S RECEIPTS – Payments made from the current
budget for refunds of prior year expenditures.
BUDGETARY RESERVE – These funds are used for unanticipated or
emergency expenditures not provided elsewhere in the budget. Included
are expenditures for unanticipated state and federal grants for which
expenditures are not yet allocated by program.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS
Regular Instructional Programs
Special Education
Vocational Education
Other Instructional Programs
Community College Support

TOTAL INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS
INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT PROGRAMS

2017-18 SNAPSHOT:
At the proposed school district property tax rate of 15.13 mills, a
residential property assessed by Lehigh County would be taxed at the
following amounts:
Example #1 - $100,000 Assessed Valuation:
$100,000 x .01513 = $1,513.00
Estimated amount of tax relief per homestead/farmstead is $108.
Example #2 - $200,000 Assessed Valuation:
$200,000 x .01513 = $3,026.00
Estimated amount of tax relief per homestead/farmstead is $108.

Pupil & Instructional Staff Support
Administration
Pupil Health
Business/ Fiscal
Operation & Maintenance of Facilities
Transportation
Central Support & Other

$79,778,499
$21,862,831
$3,487,091
$743,800
$1,237,570

$107,109,791

$10,791,748
$7,634,672
$2,158,276
$1,703,591
$12,997,768
$8,499,613
$3,150,993

TOTAL INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES $46,936,661
NON-INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
Student Activities
Community Service
Capital Projects

TOTAL NON-INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
OTHER FINANCING USES

Debt Service & Fund Transfers
Refund of Prior Year’s Receipts
Budgetary Reserve

TOTAL

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

$1,826,564
$36,833
$0

$1,863,397
$15,871,223
$50,000
$500,000

$16,421,223

$172,331,072
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BUDGET FACTS THAT MAY
SURPRISE YOU
Special Education expenditures were $14.4M in 2008 and are projected to be
$21.9M during the 2017-18 school year. A “Special Education Reimbursement
Formula” has been approved by the Legislature to address the costly mandates
related to this area. However, the newly enacted formula falls well short of
reimbursing school districts for the actual costs of mandated Special
Education Programs.
PSERS (Public School Employees’ Retirement System) requires school
districts to pay a percentage of staff salary into the aforementioned
retirement system. The employer contribution rate in 2010-11 was 5.64%, but
will be 32.57% in 2017-18, up 2.54% from last year and 6.73% from two years
ago. As of the publication of this newsletter, the state has not yet developed a
plan for pension reform.

Who won a Senior Academic
Award? Was the Final Budget
approved?
Stay informed by following @ParklandSchools on
Twitter or like Parkland School District on Facebook.

SUMMER YOUTH CAMPS & ACTIVITIES

School Choice Comes at a Cost - Next year, Parkland is projecting to expend
$3.6M to charter and cyber schools for tuition. Many of the cyber schools that
receive these funds are for-profit agencies. The Parkland School Board has no
control over how funds are expended or what programs are offered. Students
in public schools are consistently performing better in math and reading than
most attending charter and cyber schools across the Lehigh Valley. If we had
this additional $3.6M, it would help mitigate our tax increase.

Summer youth camps and activities
are constantly being updated
on our web site.
VISIT US ONLINE AT

www.parklandsd.org/community/summercamps

FOR A LIST OF OPPORTUNITIES IN OUR
COMMUNITY.

In Parkland, this year alone, we saved the District approximately $426,000 by
utilizing our own cyber program. Our cost to educate a cyber student is about
$4,800/year, far lower than what the state requires us to pay tuition to a cyber
charter school (approximately $11,500/year for a regular education student
and $23,000/year for a student with special needs) costing the taxpayers
hundreds of thousands of dollars.
If any of these facts are surprising to you, please consider calling your
legislators and asking them to help remove unfunded mandates from public
schools.

MIDDLE SCHOOL MAKERSPACES
IN THE MEDIA CENTER

The Middle Schools are in love with their recently created Makerspaces inside their Media
Centers! Students can spend time practicing coding, building structures, programming robots
and working on creative projects. At Springhouse, Media Specialist Mary Nomie plans to have
students use the new Macbook in the Makerspace to turn book reviews into video trailers that
will be similar to movie trailers. The trailers will be posted on the Media Center web site with
the goal of helping students choose books to read. At Orefield, Media Specialist Linda Benner
just used her new Makerspace to coincide with the 6th grade curriculum which has students
studying ancient India, China and Egypt. Students are working in groups to research
contemporary India, China and Egypt and are using the new iPads to make videos that showcase what they have learned.

SKATEBOARD ART PROJECT

The 6th grade students in Ms. Robbins art class created skateboard designs that conveyed an element of their
heritage. They focused on iconic imagery, pattern, overlapping and had to come up with an interesting color scheme
that further defined their work. Students used watercolor, pastel, colored pencils and crayons to complete their
design.
Students and teachers voted on the designs to determine the winners. Two 6th grade artists will have their original
watercolor skateboard designs professionally printed at a shop in Huntington Beach, California on real, handmade
custom skateboards. These skateboards will be auctioned off to one lucky winner at the Middle School Accelerated
Reading Program auction in June. A second replica skateboard will also be printed and given to the two skateboard
designers.
1st Place winner Jaiden Podorsky is pictured with her design.
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6TH ANNUAL PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
EDUCATION FOUNDATION GALA

5 INDUCTED INTO DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI WALL OF HONOR

On May 1 the Parkland School District Education Foundation hosted its 6th Annual Distinguished Alumni Gala at
the Holiday Inn, Breinigsville. The event, presented in partnership with Coordinated Health, drew a crowd of over
300 guests who filled the ballroom for a night of awards, auctions and comradery around the support of public
education. For the second year in a row, the event was hosted by 2005 Parkland Graduate and Lehigh Valley
Phantom’s Arena Host, Ben Youngerman.

Parkland School District
Preserving Excellence, Building a Dream

WWW.PARKLANDSD.ORG/FOUNDATION

The 2017 Distinguished Alumni inducted into the Wall of Honor were Kelly Lynne Campbell (1982), Partner, The
Bridgespan Group, Boston; Kim Viti Fiorentino (1979), Chancellor and General Counsel of the Archdiocese of
Washington; Keith Flickinger (1981), Curator & Chief Restorer at The NB Center for American Automotive Heritage
and Founder of Precision Motor Cars, Inc.; Barry Holben (1970), Vice President of Sales, Allen Organ Company;
Mark W. Jaindl (1978), Chairman/President/CEO, American Bank & Chairman/President/CEO, Jaindl Enterprises.
That same day, the Inductees were invited to spend the morning touring Parkland
High School, home to the Wall of Honor. Each honoree was then paired with a class
of students that fit his or her professional background. The students and alumni
engaged in a conversation about their career accomplishments, challenges, and
experience during their time as a Parkland Trojan.
In addition to honoring alumni, the Gala is a time for the Foundation Board of
Directors to highlight three Celebrate Innovation Grants that were awarded for the
current school year. Since 2011, the Foundation has given over $635,000 back to the
District and its grant program is the largest source of those funds. Videos highlighting
each staff grant were shown at the event and produced by the Parkland News
Network (PNN) and its advisor at PHS, Dave Thomas.
Through the support of many Gala sponsors, and other fundraising efforts throughout
the year, the Foundation will be able to award over $50,000 in staff grants for the
2017-18 school year. The Gala’s leading supporters include Coordinated Health as the
lead Alumni Wall of Honor Sponsor; Cum Laude Sponsors Service Electric Cable TV &
Communications; and Scholastic Sponsors Alvin H. Butz, Inc. and Computer Aid, Inc.
Thank you to all the sponsors and attendees who made the 6th Annual Gala a huge
success!

Above left: Guests of Coordinated Health enjoyed the event:
1st Row (Left to Right): Ron Ticho (VP, Corporate Strategy and
External Affairs), Jesse Gehman (Athletic Trainer at Parkland),
Stephanie Gehman (Student Athlete Advocate), Dr. Nicholas
Slenker (Orthopedic Surgeon, Team Physician at Lafayette
College and Parkland High School). 2nd Row (Left to Right):
Pam Lott (Ron’s wife); Debbie Morgan (Marketing/
Communications Specialist); Greg Leh (Sr. Director of
Marketing), Dr. Robert Friedman (Orthopedic Surgeon and
Medical Director of Sports Medicine).
Bottom left: Board member and 2013 inductee David
Kunkel with Kim Viti Fiorentino
Bottom right: The Elementary Chorale, a district-wide
auditioned chorus, performed at the Gala.

We need your help nominating your accomplished classmates for the 2018 program. Applications are
accepted on a rolling basis between now and November 30, 2017. By using the link below you can
nominate a Parkland graduate (at least 25 years of age) for this prestigious honor. Nominate someone or
learn more about the Wall of Honor inductees, its criteria, and the selection process by visiting our
website: http://www.parklandsd.org/foundation/alumni-wall-of-honor/
The Education Foundation would like to sincerely thank all of the volunteers, companies and individuals whose donations and time made the
event possible. The Education Foundation’s commitment to preserving the excellence of Parkland would not be feasible without the generosity and
commitment of the community. We especially thank the following businesses for their extremely generous support:

Special thanks to Frank Mitman Digital Photographic Imaging for donating time to be the official photographer of the Gala.
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AMERICAN BANK PLEDGES MATCHING DONATION OF $25,000
TO PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT EDUCATION FOUNDATION
On May 1, American Bank Chairman, President and CEO, Mark W. Jaindl (PHS ’78), was inducted by the Parkland
Education Foundation into the Distinguished Alumni Wall of Honor at Parkland High School along with four other
graduates with notable career accomplishments and outstanding service to their communities. Upon his induction,
Jaindl announced American Bank’s pledge to match any donation made to the Education Foundation between May 1
and December 31, 2017, up to $25,000.

“American Bank’s pledge is a shining example of what a business, alumni and individuals can do to support public
education,” said Kate Kareha, Executive Director of the Foundation. “Raising private dollars to support public school is
the new normal across the country, and certainly in Pennsylvania. We are grateful for American Bank’s generosity and
thrilled that they are willing to be leaders in encouraging others to support our schools as well.” Funds raised through
this matching gift campaign will be used to promote, enhance, and supplement the educational and co-curricular programs in the District for the benefit of students and staff. By June 30 of this year, total support by the Foundation since
2011 is projected to hit $735,000.
To help the Foundation meet American Bank’s generous commitment, members of the Parkland community, alumni,
parents, retirees and friends are invited to donate online at www.parklandsd.org/foundation or mail a gift to Parkland SD Education Foundation at 1210
Springhouse Road, Allentown, PA 18104.

TASTEFULLY CONTINUING OUR

Tradition of Excellence.
484.664.3810 • www.muhlenberg.edu/main/aboutus/events

Support Yourself, Ladies.
Divorce shouldn’t leave you feeling financially powerless.
You’re not alone. Navigate your various divorce settlement options with the help of
an experienced professional and invest in your future. Men we are here for you, too.

Julie M. Dellisant-Flugel, CFP , CDFA
Helping You Make Smart Decisions In Difficult Times.

Janney Montgomery Scott LLC | 1 E. Broad St. Suite 550
Member:NYSE,FINRA,SIPC
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7 STUDENTS EARN FULL TUITION

56 EARN ACADEMIC OR ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIPS
Total equates to more than $6M over 4 years
FULL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD WINNERS:

STUDENT WINNERS TAKE 1st
or 2nd PLACE AT STATE &
NATIONAL COMPETITIONS

Parkland Pride is at its best when students earn state or national
recognition in academics, the arts, or athletics. Here are some of
Academic
this year’s highlights:
Athletic
PENNSYLVANIA JUNIOR ACADEMY OF SCIENCE PERFECT SCORES:
Conor Geiger - Temple University
Samantha Graver - La Salle University
PHS: Minahil Chaudhry, Priyanka Hanumaihgari, Arayman
Hailemichael Geiger - DeSales University
Sam Iorio - American University
Khandelwal, Maya Parekh, Alex Son, and Sriyaa Suresh. SMS:
Michael Jenkins - La Salle University
Taran Anantasagar, Hope Broadhurst, Vedavyas Jampanaboyana,
CLICK
ON
THE
QR
CODE
TO
VIEW
Serena Johnson - United States Naval Academy
Vaishnavi Joshi, Aditi Maheshwari, Ee-Ning Ooi and Ronak Singh.
THE
ENTIRE
LIST
OF
SENIOR
Shaumik Phadke - Temple University
OMS: Matthew Barraco, Eric Colangelo, Julianne Dee and Prathysha
ACADEMIC AWARDS
Kothare
DELAWARE VALLEY SCIENCE FAIR:
25% OR MORE ACADEMIC OR ARTS SCHOLARSHIP:
From OMS: Adrian Guenther, Lily Mayer, Tanya Mehta, Sonia Sandhu
Hyunbin Kim - Dartmouth College
Janelle Barna - Elizabethtown College
From SMS: Udit Garg, Rahul Inaganti
From PHS: Vidhyasai Annem, Punya Bhasin, Priyanka Hanumaihgari,
Shira Levin - Ursinus College
Christian Blangger - University of New Haven
Aryaman Khandelwal, Aditi Pallod , Farid Shahid, and Neela Talwar
Zachary Lynch - West Virginia University
Peyton Breinich - Misericordia University
STATE MIDDLE SCHOOL HISTORY DAY: Ankhitha Manjunatha,
Jenna Lysakowski - Lebanon Valley College
Andrew Budlong - University of Delaware
Akshatha Manjunatha, and Tanya Mehta
Spencer Paterick - Lebanon Valley College
Jonathan Corby - Syracuse University
STATE HIGH SCHOOL HISTORY DAY: Alex Fry and Katrina Olenwine
Max Prehl - Drexel University
John Coronati - Temple University
LEHIGH CAREER & TECHNICAL INSTITUTE STATE WINNERS:
Kasondra Pearson, Matthew Rice, Eric Schenkenberger, Mark
Jacob Puia - Juniata College
Julian Cruz - Albright College
Stenske, Noah Weaver, and Tyler Young
Alyssa Reynard - Susquehanna University
Hannah Daniels - Houghton College
SCIENCE OLYMPIAD MIDDLE SCHOOL TEAM STATE CHAMPIONS:
Matthew Savino - DeSales University
Samantha Diehl - Kutztown University
Taran Anantasagar, Vidya Annem, Pranav Balabhadra, Kriti Baru,
Carly Shaffer - Muhlenberg College
Dana Emswiler - University of Pittsburgh
Varsha Borkar, Shlok Dholakia, Purva Gupta, Rahul Inaganti,
Vedavyas Jampanaboyana, Vaishnavi Joshi, Vani Kamra, Teja
Brooke Shimer - Millersville University Honors
Hannah Fritz - Wilkes University
Kanthamneni, Sanika Kothari, EeNing Ooi, Gokul Perugu, Rishika
College
Aubree Fritzinger - DeSales University
Rohatgi, Meghna Sequeira, Ronak Singh, Devina Tavathia, Dharshan
Tyler Smith - Auburn University
Nicole Gagliardi - Bloomsburg University
Tharumia, Sanjay Vuttarapally
Christopher Sperry - University of Massachusetts US PHYSICS OLYMPIAD: Yogeshwar Velingker
Emily Giordano - Drexel University
- Amherst
Elena Gonzalez - Duquesne University
INTEL SCIENCE FINALISTS: Farid Shahid
Elizabeth Syslo - Elizabethtown College
Tyler Haney - DeSales University
NATIONAL SCHOLASTIC ART: From OMS: Alexis Dawkins and Haley
Wagner
Zakarias Waterhouse - Bentley University
Teja Kadewari - University of Massachusetts From PHS: Nadim Amin, Baltazar Belman, Jonathan Corby, Tyler
Catherine Whitworth - Moravian College
Amherst
Krisher, Maya Rodgers
Palmer Kerch - Lebanon Valley College
NATIONAL SCHOLASTIC WRITING: Saira Bhatti
ALL STATE BAND: Serena Vrablik, Max Stempel, Grace Lerew
ALL EASTERN BAND: Max Stempel
ALL NATIONAL BAND: Grace Lerew
PARTIAL ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP:
ALL-STATE CHORUS: Mara Cohen, Reese Diaz, Skylar Gutman, Grace
Sydney DelVecchio - Rider University
Alyssa Oakley - Kutztown University
Lerew, Natalie Ondrey, Shaumik Phadke, Lisa Stein, Ryan Zickafoose
Patrick Ferry - West Chester University
Gavin Saylor - University of Hartford
ALL-STATE ORCHESTRA: Natalie Golovanov, Aathira Jayamohan,
Frankie Guida - Bucknell University
Olivia Schantz - Bloomsburg University
Conrad Lee, Grace Lerew, Christina Park, Max Stempel, and Jacob
Rachel Laird - West Chester University			
Megan Shaw - West Chester University
Schultz
Kora Murphy - Bloomsburg University		
Morgan Sherwin - Quinnipiac University
ALL NATIONAL ORCHESTRA: Guinevere Conner
MID-ATLANTIC EMMY FOR FILM: Graham Burrell, Mary Dalton, Max
Austin Mueller - Indiana University of
Makenna Warminsky - East Stroudsburg
Hakim
Pennsylvania
University
PA HS COMPUTER FAIR: Graham Burrell and Sriyaa Suresh
PA MS COMPUTER FAIR: Akshatha Manjunatha and Ankhita
Manjunatha
GOVERNOR’S STATE STEM COMPETITION: Nur Bookwala, Tilman
Guenther, Sumedha Kanthamneni, Vikram Pandian, Sahas Veera

FRED J. JAINDL ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL KINDNESS VILLAGE

The beautiful mural project pictured at left was Jaindl Elementary School’s
culminating event for National Bullying Prevention Month. Their Schoolwide
Positive Behavior and Bullying Prevention
Committees brainstormed different ideas and decided to use “The Kindness Village” as a reminder to help each other and be kind to one another.
Megan Lesser, Jaindl’s art teacher, asked each student to make a house
that would be added to their village. Guidance Counselors Anastasia
Caltabiano and Todd Beidleman conducted lessons with every classroom
which focused on bullying prevention and school rules. Each student then
took their house to glue onto a bigger paper which would represent their
class “village within the village.” They discussed how this project couldn’t
have happened without everyone helping out and contributing, just how
the school needs the help of every individual in it to show kindness and
respect to all in order for it to be a caring community. The three educators
then put the village together in the school’s main hallway for all to see and
show as a reminder of their promise to each other.
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BULLETIN BOARD
NEEDED

SUMMER LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER
The Parkland High School Media Center will be open all summer,
Monday – Friday, from 9 AM - 12 noon and 1 - 3 PM.
Elementary Media Centers will be open
June 20 - August 3, 2017 as follows:
NOTE: ALL LIBRARIES WILL BE CLOSED JULY 4-6, 2017

TUESDAYS - 9:15-11:45 AM - KERNSVILLE
TUESDAYS - 1:00-3:30 PM - KRATZER
WEDNESDAYS - 9:15-11:45 AM - CETRONIA AND FOGELSVILLE
WEDNESDAYS - 1:00-3:30 PM - PARKWAY MANOR AND JAINDL
THURSDAYS - 9:15–11:45 AM - SCHNECKSVILLE
THURSDAYS - 1:00-3:30 PM - IRONTON @ SCHNECKSVILLE

BUS DRIVERS NEEDED, 4 hrs per day,
starting at $98/day. Call 610-351-5690.
SUBS NEEDED IN ALL POSITIONS including
TEACHERS, NURSES AND SUPPORT STAFF

SUBSTITUTE TEACHERS &
www.parklandsd.org/departments/human-resources/
BUS DRIVERS NEEDED
application-process/substitute-opportunities/
IMMUNIZATION REMINDER
Immunization requirements have changed for 2017. All students must have up-to-date
immunizations by the start of the school year or risk exclusion. For more information, visit:
http://www.parklandsd.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/New-Immunes-Flyer-17-18.pdf

Parkland Cross Country Boosters 1st Annual Trojan 5K Challenge will occur on August 20th!
This race is open to runners ages 10 and older and will be held at the PHS Cross Country Course.
Info and registration: https://runsignup.com/parkland5k
**The FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL for the 2017-2018 school year will be SEPTEMBER 5, 2017. If your child will be starting school for the first time at Parkland School District, please
call the school they will be entering and make a registration appointment at your earliest convenience.**

855-DrGhosh
GhoshOrtho.com
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