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PARKLAND HIGH SCHOOL
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
HIGH SCHOOLS
IN AMERICA

To produce the 2016 Best High Schools rankings, U.S. News & World
Report ranked schools on these key principles: that a great high school
must serve all of its students well, not just those who are college bound,
and that it must be able to produce measurable academic outcomes to
show it is successfully educating its student body across a range of
performance indicators.

PARKLAND WINS AWARDS FOR MUSIC EXCELLENCE
In April, 476 school districts across the United States
were recognized by the National Association of Music
Merchants (NAMM) Foundation as among the Best
Communities for Music Education (BCME), out of the
nation’s 13,515 school districts. Now in its 17th year,
BCME recognizes outstanding efforts by teachers,
administrators, parents, students and community leaders
who work together to ensure access to music learning for
all students as part of the school curriculum.
This is Parkland’s third BCME Award.

In March, Richard Sniscak, Parkland’s Superintendent of
Schools, won the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association
(PMEA) Outstanding Superintendent Award after being
nominated by the entire Parkland music faculty for
recognizing the importance of music and the arts in school
curriculum.
Kay Mancke, Elementary Music Teacher, won the PMEA
District 10 “Citation of Excellence” Award for excellence
in teaching music. There are 12 Districts in the state.

OPERATIONAL ADJUSTMENTS ADD UP TO $500,000 SAVINGS

The School Services Department, headed by Mr. David Keppel, proposed a $500,000
decrease in the operational budget for the 2016-17 school year. A decrease in $50,000 to the
Property Service line item is a result of the district employing an HVAC Mechanic to offset the
cost of outside repair services related to the heating and air conditioning units. A decrease
of $100,000 in the Electricity line item was a result of negotiating a new electricity rate with
supplier IGS Energy and the excellent work of the Continuous Energy Improvement Program
managed by Mr. Dale Reitz to reduce consumption (read more about this on page 3). And, a
decrease of $350,000 in the Oil and Gasoline Budget is a result of the Administration’s
monitoring of the NYMEX Market and expediting the bid process for commodities to lock in a
fixed price at a time when the market was in decline. Mr. Keppel was able to lock in low prices
for fuel oil, diesel and gasoline for the upcoming school year.

SUPERINTENDENT RECOGNIZED AS TOP COMMUNICATOR

Mr. Richard T. Sniscak, Superintendent of Parkland School District, has been named among the country’s Top 25 Superintendents to Watch in 2015-16 by the
National School Public Relations Association (NSPRA). He was one of only three Pennsylvania State superintendents recognized by NSPRA. The organization said
Mr. Sniscak was chosen for “demonstrating dynamic leadership with a strong emphasis on communication.”
“These superintendents are recognized for using dynamic, fast-paced leadership with strong communication at its core,” said NSPRA in announcing the 25 winners.
“They engage and inform their school communities with new communication technology tools combined with tried-and-true techniques.”

DO NOT
DRINK &
DRIVE

Get Home Safe.

Don’t drink and
drive.

119,100 deaths
have been cause by
Drinking and Driving
(National Highway Traffic Administration)
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THINGS TO DO THIS SUMMER TO PREVENT BRAIN DRAIN

Think summer is a carefree time when kids should put away the books and cut loose? Think again. If you let your children just hang out, they may fall victim
to “summer slide,” or the loss of knowledge and skills acquired during the school year. Here are some resources to help kids practice skills:
Read, Read, Read!
Summer reading lists for students going into 6th-12th grade are posted on the Parkland web site at http://www.parklandsd.org/?s=summer+reading. Visit
the Elementary Media Centers and take out books this summer (see the schedule on the back cover of this issue) or take part in a Parkland Library activity
this summer. The newly renovated library at 4422 Walbert Ave, Allentown, PA 18104 is worth a trip!
Practice Keyboarding Skills
Knowing how to type is essential for students these days. Parkland students can practice at home this summer at https://parkland.typingclub.com/.
Don’t Forget Your Math Facts
Elementary Students can practice math skills at https://xtramath.org/#/home/index or https://www.khanacademy.org/. Also, check out
www.themathhub.com which was created by Parkland student Aryaman Khandelwal to help students practice math skills outside of class. It’s pretty great!
For the Pre-K Crowd
Register for a FREE Teach Me To Learn At Home account and help your youngsters practice vocabulary development and early literacy skills that will help
them get ready for Parkland Elementary School. To activate, visit https://learningportal.teachmetolearnathome.com/register/
and use Membership Code PARKLAND. View many more resources at http://www.parklandsd.org/schools/kindergarten1st-grade-registration/.
No Internet, No Problem
Check out a Kajeet, Google Chromebook, and more at the PHS and Elementary School Media Centers and the Parkland Public Library this
summer. A Kajeet will give you FREE Internet Access and a Chromebook will allow your child to explore all of the resources listed above and more!
Summer Camps
Parkland offers a plethora of summer camps designed to engage students in fun, hands-on learning in the STEM fields, literature, math and more. Check
out them all out at http://www.parklandsd.org/community/summercamps/.
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CONTINUOUS ENERGY IMPROVEMENT
YIELDS $112,000 Savings

SPRINGHOUSE MURAL

Mr. Dale Reitz, Energy Champion for the Parkland School District, has been funded
by PPL for the past two school years, recently recapped the efforts of newly formed
GREEN TEAMS in all buildings. Green Teams work to conserve energy and be good
stewards of the environment by changing the culture and behavior of students and
staff members.
In 2013, 55 school districts applied to be a part of this program, but only eight
were selected with Parkland being one of them. Goals were to ensure the
operational efficiency of existing equipment, including HVAC, water coolers, and
refrigeration units and to reduce the amount of consumed electricity in all
buildings. The cohort of school districts met regularly to discuss what worked
well and to share ideas that would help improve energy efficiency. As part of the
program, PPL hired Strategic Energy Group, who worked closely with the school
districts and helped map out the Green Team Program as well as conduct energy
management assessments to hone in on a building’s strengths and weaknesses.
A pilot school was chosen to begin a Green Team at Orefield Middle School (OMS)
in 2014-15. The pilot team documented monthly meeting minutes and created a
comprehensive plan for district-wide use, as well as delegated personal team
member assignments to achieve their goals. Goals included the development of a
web site and bulletin boards that would track usage, identify areas for
improvement, and set goals for reduced consumption. At the end of that first year
at OMS, the team was proud to report savings of $15,000 in electricity
consumption.
Green Teams were then formed in the other schools for 2015-16. At every
building, teachers, the head cook, custodians, and principals were involved. They
got creative by conducting surveys, poster contests that touted green methods,
and made hallway displays to get building constituents on board and excited about
the Program. School TV Studios did stories on green tips for students and staff
and conducted interviews with the Green Teams. An energy dashboard allowed all
teachers and students to daily check on consumption levels. Parkland schools
entered a contest sponsored by the Keystone Energy Efficiency Alliance and won
one of three first place awards in the State.

The Springhouse Middle School patio has a new addition. The patio
area now features a 19’ wide mural. The mural has a school spirit
theme. It is a four-color design utilizing a Parkland color palette of
red, white, gray, and black. The mural emphasizes the three pillars
of a Parkland School District education: Academics, Arts, and
Athletics. Nine Parkland designs and nine Springhouse designs
occupy the center to show school spirit. Near the top of the mural
there are fourteen designs symbolizing the variety of learning and
activities that take place at Springhouse Middle School.
The following seventh grade students contributed artwork for the
mural: Ava Bendetti, Anna Benner, Briana Duka, Erin Fink, Brian
Ibanez, Ryan Ibanez, Emily Green, Sierra Gross, Purva Gupta,
Thomas Harrison, Evan Hobart, Will Ironside, Raviteja Kanthamneni,
Alexander Kichline, Katey Kunz, Sami Luksic, Abby Lytle, Akshatha
Manjunatha, Ankhitha Manjunatha, Jake McLean, Kelly McMahan,
Lars Moe, Christian Skidmore, Ellie Smith, Duaa Taria,
Angelina Treglia, Sarveshi Tripathi, and Christian Varrato.

TURF FIELD DEDICATION

At the end of year two, Parkland Green Teams reported a total of $112,000 in
energy savings. Green Teams will remain a priority for Parkland as the District
looks forward to continuous improvement in energy efficiency. Another benefit
of this Program has been that students have learned to be good stewards of the
environment by studying the real-time data that teachers have daily access to.
The public can view the data too by clicking on the Energy Dashboard icon on the
district web site at www.parklandsd.org.

As Demographics Change,
Parkland continues to meet the needs
of ALL students
Poverty rate increased from 12 to 25%
of total students since 2009
37 students labeled “homeless” in Dec 2015
English Language Learners rose from
136 in 2009 to 415 in 2016
15% receive Special Education Services
94% of students have a device at home,
97% have Internet access
Current Demographics: 70% White, 12% Hispanic,
4% African American, 11% Asian, 3% Other

Parkland School District dedicated its new synthetic turf field in the
soccer/track/lacrosse/field hockey stadium at Parkland High School
in March during the first interscholastic athletic game held between
double header lacrosse matches. From left to right: Superintendent
Richard Sniscak, Director of School Services David Keppel, School
Board Director Barry Long, Parkland Foundation Board President
Joseph Goll, School Board Director Carol Facchiano, South Whitehall
Township Parks and Recreation Manager Randy Cope, School Board
President Dave Kennedy, South Whitehall Township Manager Howard
Kutzler, President of South Whitehall Township Board of
Commissioners Tori Morgan, School Board Director David Hein, PHS
Principal James Moniz, and Assistant Superintendent Rod Troutman.
Note: Due to the track being resurfaced this summer, the facility will
be closed through mid-July. After that, the PHS Stadium will be open
Monday - Friday, 7 AM - dusk, for Parkland residents to walk the track.
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PARKLAND’S ‘TITANIC’ DELIGHTS AUDIENCES
SHOW CAPTURES 16 FREDDY NOMINATIONS

Parkland High School’s spring production of “Titanic” captured
16 Freddy Award nominations including: Outstanding Overall
Production of a Musical, Outstanding Performance by an
Orchestra, Outstanding Use of Scenery, Outstanding Use of
Costumes, Outstanding Use of Lighting, Outstanding Chorus,
Outstanding Stage Crew, Outstanding Production Number “The Launching”
Outstanding Performance by a Female Ensemble Member Abigail Kern as Alice Beane
Outstanding Performance by an Actor in a Supporting Role Tyler Haney as Harold Bride
Outstanding Performance by a Featured Dancer - Amanda Harris as Mrs. DaMico
Vic Kumma Award for Outstanding Solo Vocal Performance - Reese Diaz “Barrett’s Song”
Outstanding Featured Performance by an Actor - Alex Atiyeh as Henry Etches and Jacob Stahl as Thomas Andrews
Outstanding Featured Performance by an Actress - Megan Schmidt as Kate McGowan
Outstanding Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role - Reese Diaz as Frederick Barrett

STUDENT INTERPRETERS CREATE EXPERIENCE FOR DEAF COMMUNITY

Parkland High School’s Student American Sign Language Interpreters successfully interpreted the entire presentation of Titanic for a soldout deaf and hard of hearing audience on opening night. The Student Interpreters are both deaf and hearing. They committed a great deal
of time and energy to provide this service. They are taught by Joan Vannatta. Interpreters were Ceren Ozcan, Eliza Diaz, Emily Harris, Lauren
Blichar, Kaitlin Jackson, Bryant Rodriguez, Jenna Balestrieri, Melody Davila, Becca Holbert, and Basma Faza.

CONGRATS PHS SPRING SPORTS TEAM EPC CHAMPS!

			

Softball			Boys’ Tennis
Girls’ Lacrosse		
Boys’ Volleyball
Parkland won 11 of 22 EPC Athletic Championships during the 2015-2016 school year!
During the last four years of athletic completion, the Parkland High School Class of 2016 athletes captured
88 conference, district, and state team Championships!

CLASS OF 2016 PROM:
CONGRATULATIONS PROM KING MITCHELL KNAFO AND
QUEEN JILLIAN KREMPASKY
Mitch and Jillian quickly handed over
their crowns to friends on the court
upon the big announcement so that
Dominic Morrone and Caitlin Polek
could also enjoy a night
to remember.
Others on the Court included:
Jarod Barzana, Jack Dreisbach,
Hawke Lansang, Courtney Gelb,
Hannah Hakim, and Avery Perosa.

2016 - 2017

Jillian is named Queen.

PARKLAND

THE ART DRAWING &
W RKS PAINTING
OCT: 13,20,27 NOV: 3,10,17 DEC: 1,8,15
JAN:12,19,26 FEB: 2,9,16,23 MAR: 2,9

For Adults & High School Students
Beginner to Advanced

Thursdays, 7-9 pm Parkland H S, A-139
http://psdweb.parklandsd.org/phs gallery

Mitchell is named King

Adults
Students

Dom and Caitlin, who were part of the Court,
were given the crowns to enjoy.

$180
$100

Students provide their own supplies

Parkland H. S. ARTWORKS
c/o Linda La Due
2700 N. Cedar Crest Blvd
Allentown, PA 18104

Checks are payable to
Parkland School District
and are due at the first
class

Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________City________________________State________Zip___________
E-mail __________________________________ Phone ( H ) ___________________ ( C ) _____________________

Only ONE session offered so reserve your spot early for this fun and popular class!
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DEAR PARKLAND RESIDENTS,
The 2015-16 school year was filled with many accomplishments and much to be proud of as students earned top
honors in academics, the arts and athletics, and the Class of 2016 as a whole was awarded $4M in scholarships (see
more on page 11). Our Technology Department and a team of Parkland teachers hosted its first Teacher Technology
Conference in April where more than 100 local educators heard from Parkland teachers who shared how technology is
being used in this District to enhance instruction. It was replete with 24 learning sessions and two nationally renowned
keynote speakers, including Parkland parent Thomas C. Murray, who is the Director of Innovation for Future Ready
Schools, and Matt Monjan, Vice President of Educational Partnerships at Discovery Education. The PHS Spring Musical
Titanic was performed in front of five SOLD OUT audiences. Also this spring, we wrapped up a series of presentations
about our Feasibility Study, which will help shape District plans for capital improvements and building projects through
the next 10 to 15 years.

2016-17 BUDGET

DID YOU
KNOW?

•Among the challenges impacting
Parkland are increasing special
education costs, $3M in projected
payments to Cyber/Charter Schools,
rising healthcare costs, and increasing
state-mandated contributions to the
Public School Employees’ Retirement
System
•The 2015-16 Budget required a tax
increase of .26 mills or 1.85% totaling
14.35 mills with a total budget of
$157,677,695
•The Act 1 Index for Parkland for
2016-17 is 2.4% which equals
$2,602,742 or 0.3444 mills
•We are appropriating $6 Million in
Fund Balance to offset a larger tax
increase which equates to 0.79 mills
•Our Proposed 2016-17 General Fund
Budget of $166,257,517 depicts a
tax increase of 0.54 mills or 3.76%
totaling 14.89 mills
•As of May 24, 2016, one mill of
property tax produces approximately
$7,557,323 at a 97% collection rate
•The Governor’s proposed budget
includes approximately $210,000
in additional state funding/
reimbursements for Parkland, but
due to the uncertainty of the state
budget, these appropriations are not
guaranteed as of the printing of this
newsletter.
•The Board will vote on the final
budget during our regularly scheduled
board meeting on Tuesday, June 28,
2016 at 7 PM. Please feel free to call
the Superintendent’s office at
610-351-5500 should you have
questions about the budget prior to
the meeting or join us in the Board
Room at 1210 Springhouse Rd.
for the meeting.

Feasibility Study
During the Feasibility Study, Stantec, an architecture firm specializing in K-12 buildings and architecture, reviewed all
Parkland facilities, analyzed existing demographics, forecasted future demographics, and reviewed recommended
planning options. They paid careful attention to enrollment projections and what to do with the aging Troxell building.
One of the key outcomes was that it will be necessary to construct a new elementary school in the next few years in
order to serve the increasing residential growth in Upper Macungie Township. The entire Study focused on the following
projects and timeline:
2016-2020 - Redistricting effort to alleviate growth immediately, possibilities for full-day kindergarten, as well as the
need for a new Elementary School in the southwest corner of the District
2016-2025 - Capital Improvements/Maintenance Projects
2020-2025 - Options to address the aging Troxell Building
2025-2030 - Parkland High School enhancements to address growth and future learning initiatives as well as plans to
renovate the aging Schnecksville Elementary School
The School Board has already acted on plans for redistricting and the implementation of full-day kindergarten for
this coming fall. The public can visit our web site and click on School Board Meeting Highlights to view all Stantec
presentations by clicking on the October 27th, February 16th, and April 19th links. The Board continues to review other
aspects of the study and will take action on recommendations at future public meetings.
Budget
Parkland School District revenues continued to trend in a positive direction this year and an increase in the assessment
value of real estate has translated into a higher value per mill. However, in large part due to the implementation
of full-day kindergarten this fall, the School Board and the Administration made the conscious decision in January
2016 to apply for exceptions to exceed the Act 1 Index of 2.4% assigned to Parkland for the 2016-17 fiscal year while
also appropriating $6M of fund balance to assist in balancing the budget. Full-day kindergarten is projected to cost
approximately $2.6M.
While the short-term trends on the revenue side are cause for optimism, we still have challenges to overcome and
concerns we need to continue to address. Among our challenges and concerns are the following areas:
• Uncertainty of Commonwealth Funding.
• Increasing Special Education Costs.
• School Choice comes at a Cost -----Next year we are budgeting approximately $3 Million in tuition payments to
Cyber/Charter schools which illustrates the cost of a School Choice program on our local taxpayers.
• Increased state-mandated contributions toward the Public School Employee Retirement System (PSERS) - Due to
the inability of the state to address a massive pension deficit, the employer contribution rate for all PA public school
districts has risen from 5.64% in 2010-11 to 30.03% (and up from 25.84% last year) of salaries in 2016-17.
The continued increase is taking a toll on public educational resources.
• Continued unfunded and underfunded mandates from the Commonwealth and the Federal Government.
Our administrative team remains resolved in our effort to achieve the greatest return on our investment educationally
and operationally even as these challenges persist. The 2016-17 Budget was prepared with a total of 14.89 mills
representing a 3.76% millage increase or 0.54 mills. At 14.89 mills, Parkland will maintain the lowest real estate tax
rate in Lehigh County based upon millage. The budget that is posted in this newsletter is current as of June 2, 2016
and may change by the time the Board votes on the final budget on June 28th. By law, the tax increase cannot exceed
3.8%.
This administration and Board of School Directors is extremely sensitive to raising taxes and its impact upon our
community. We are committed to bringing forward a responsible budget that represents the most essential educational
needs of our students while considering the economic climate and the ability and willingness of our community to
support a quality comprehensive educational program. On behalf of the Parkland School Board and my core team
consisting of Assistant Superintendent Rod Troutman, Assistant to the Superintendent for Operations Tracy Smith and
our Director of Business Administration John Vignone, we thank you for your continued support.
Richard T. Sniscak
Superintendent of Schools

LEHIGH COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT MILLAGE RANK COMPARISON

School District 			
2015/16 Millage
					
(Highest to Lowest)
Northern Lehigh 				
21.14 		
Allentown City 					18.33 			
Salisbury Township 				
17.70 		
East Penn 					17.21
Catasauqua Area 				16.31
Bethlehem					16.23
Northwestern Lehigh 				15.96
Whitehall-Coplay 				15.85
Southern Lehigh 				
15.37 		
***Parkland***				14.35
Average 					16.84		

HOW
DO I CALCULATE MY TAXES?
The 2016-17 Proposed Budget plan calls for a property tax rate of 14.89 mills. To
calculate your school district property tax, find the current assessed value of your
property and multiply that value times the millage rate of 14.89. For example, a
house assessed at the median value of a home in Parkland, which is $224,950,
would be calculated as follows:
$224,950 x .01489 = $3,349.50 property tax for the school district. This
represents a $121.48 increase over last year.
Gaming monies will supply every approved homestead/farmstead with a property
tax reduction of approximately $107. This will be clearly marked on your tax bill.
Please note that if your property tax bill is below $107, your tax bill will only be
reduced by the smaller of the two amounts. Gaming monies do not offset the real
estate tax levied to fund the Parkland Community Library.
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HOW EACH DOLLAR SUPPORTS PROGRAMS IN THE

RESOURCES
.84%
3.61%

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS 62 CENTS

Instruction includes all activities dealing directly with the interaction between
teachers and students and related costs which can be directly attributed to
a program of instruction. Costs encompass all programs including regular
classroom instruction, special education, early intervention services, vocational
education, remediation services, driver education, required payments to
charter/cyber schools, and support of the Community College. Related
costs include instructional expenditures for salaries and benefits (teachers,
substitutes, and teacher aides), contracted services, new and replacement
equipment, supplies, books, maintenance costs directly attributable to
instructional equipment and other expenses such as sabbatical leaves.

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES 27.3 CENTS

This category includes the cost of all services which provide administrative,
technical, and logistical support to facilitate and enhance instruction.

18.16%

INSTRUCTIONAL – This area includes pupil personnel, guidance counseling, and
student accounting services. It also includes the district’s library, audio-visual
and computer-assisted instruction programs, curriculum development and the
professional development and training for the instructional staff.

77.39%

LOCAL SOURCES
$128,668,935

FEDERAL SOURCES
$1,390,178

STATE SOURCES
$30,198,404

FUND BALANCE
APPROPRIATION
$6,000,000

LOCAL

Real Estate Taxes
Earned Income Tax
Real Estate Transfer Tax
Earnings on Investments
Local Services Tax
Public Utility Realty Tax
Per Capita Taxes
District Activities
Tuition, Rentals, and All Other
From Educational Agencies (pass through)

TOTAL LOCAL

$113,475,910
$10,575,117
$1,685,000
$63,041
$570,000
$130,000
$0
$109,000
$536,600
$1,524,267

$128,668,935

PUPIL HEALTH – This area includes all expenditures related to health services
provided by the district, including salaries of physicians, school nurses and
health room aides along with medical and dental equipment and supplies.
BUSINESS/FISCAL – Those activities that involve the fiscal operations of the
district are included in this category. This includes salaries, supplies and
contracted services associated with budgeting, purchasing and disbursing,
financial accounting, payroll, asset inventory, and auditing as well as district
postage, advertising and data processing costs.
OPERATIONS/MAINTENANCE – This includes the salaries of all employees
involved in plant maintenance and operation, maintenance and custodial
supplies, heating fuel, utilities (water, sewer, gas, electric, telephone), property
insurance, equipment for buildings, roof repairs, vehicle maintenance and
buildings and grounds upkeep.

Attention Parkland School District Property Owners

STATE

Basic Education Funding
$7,290,327
PA Accountability Grant+Ready to Learn Grant
$531,722
Special Education Subsidy
$3,392,099
Transportation Reimbursement
$1,408,759
Construction Reimbursement (PLANCON)
$1,285,000
State Property Tax Allocation
$1,762,367
State Share of Social Security
$2,953,507
State Share of Retirement
$11,231,185
All Other State Subsidiaries
$343,438

TOTAL STATE
TOTAL FEDERAL
OTHER
TOTAL REVENUE
USE OF FUND BALANCE
TOTAL

ADMINISTRATION – The administration of the educational program includes all
board expenses, salaries and supplies of the central administration, principals
and their clerical employees, as well as the costs for tax collection services.
This area also includes legal and programming services and the generation of
computerized report cards and class scheduling.

$30,198,404
$1,390,178
$0
$160,257,517
$6,000,000
$166,257,517

The 2016-2017 Parkland School District Real Estate tax bills will be mailed on or after
July 1, 2016. Any property owner not receiving a bill by July 10, 2016 should contact their
respective township tax collector. Property owners who have taxes paid by a mortgage
company or other lender should forward their bill to the lending institution as soon as
possible to avoid penalties.

REAL ESTATE TAX COLLECTORS

North Whitehall Township:
Terri Blazofsky – 610-769-3000, 3256 Levans Road, Coplay, PA 18037
South Whitehall Township and a portion of Allentown:
Alvin Thompson – 610-398-4050, 2814 Walbert Ave., Unit 3, Allentown, PA 18104
Upper Macungie Township:
Barry Moyer – 610-481-9191, 8330 Schantz Rd., Breinigsville, PA 18031

Parkland Homestead/Farmstead Gaming Credit

Gaming monies in the form of property tax relief will offset property taxes by
approximately $107 per approved homestead and/or farmstead in the Parkland School
District. This assessed value reduction will be shown on your 2016-17 property tax bill
which will be mailed to all property owners on or after July 1, 2016.
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2016-17 PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT BUDGET
TRANSPORTATION – Pupil transportation expenses include all costs
associated with transporting students to public and non-public schools on
district-operated buses.

EXPENDITURES

CENTRAL – This area includes activities other than general administration
which support each of the other instructional and supporting services. These
include public information services such as the district newsletter, human
resources, planning and research and system-wide technology services.

9.66%
1.04%

OTHER – The district’s support of the Intermediate Unit’s Administrative
Budget as well as instructional material services.

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES 1.04 CENTS

27.3%

STUDENT ACTIVITIES – This budget area includes the salaries of advisors
for student activities, coaches’ salaries for athletic programs, athletic
equipment, supplies, contracted services and student accident insurance.

62%

COMMUNITY SERVICES – Contributions to the Allentown Art Museum and
Historical Society and support of the Lehigh Valley Business Education
Partnership as well as costs to provide crossing guards are expended from
this budget area.

OTHER FINANCING USES 9.66 CENTS
DEBT SERVICE/FUND TRANSFERS – This category covers principal and
interest payments on bond issues for school building construction, capital
projects, educational technology, and bus purchases.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS:
$103,085,332

NON-INSTRUCTIONAL
SERVICES: $1,721,798

INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT
SERVICES: $45,381,322

OTHER FINANCING
USES: $16,069,065

REFUND OF PRIOR YEAR’S RECEIPTS – Payments made from the current
budget for refunds of prior year expenditures.
BUDGETARY RESERVE – These funds are used for unanticipated or
emergency expenditures not provided elsewhere in the budget. Included
are expenditures for unanticipated state and federal grants for which
expenditures are not yet allocated by program.

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS
Regular Instructional Programs
Special Education
Vocational Education
Other Instructional Programs
Community College Support

TOTAL INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS
INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT PROGRAMS

2016-17 SNAPSHOT:
At the proposed school district property tax rate of 14.89 mills, a
residential property assessed by Lehigh County would be taxed at the
following amounts:
Example #1 - $100,000 Assessed Valuation:
$100,000 x .01489 = $1,489.00
Estimated amount of tax relief per homestead/farmstead is $107.
Example #2 - $200,000 Assessed Valuation:
$200,000 x .01489 = $2978.00
Estimated amount of tax relief per homestead/farmstead is $107.

Pupil & Instructional Staff Support
Administration
Pupil Health
Business/ Fiscal
Operation & Maintenance of Facilities
Transportation
Central Support & Other

$76,854,273
$20,896,012
$3,415,218
$689,672
$1,230,157

$103,085,332

$10,408,380
$7,378,926
$2,067,437
$1,631,997
$12,804,865
$8,017,377
$3,072,340

TOTAL INSTRUCTIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES $45,381,322
NON-INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
Student Activities
Community Service
Capital Projects

TOTAL NON-INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES
OTHER FINANCING USES

Debt Service & Fund Transfers
Refund of Prior Year’s Receipts
Budgetary Reserve

TOTAL

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

$1,687,846
$33,952
$0

$1,721,798
$15,419,065
$50,000
$600,000

$16,069,065

$166,257,517
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BUDGET FACTS THAT MAY
SURPRISE YOU
Special Education expenditures were $14.4M in 2008 and are projected to be
$20.9M during the 2016-17 school year. A “Special Education Reimbursement
Formula” has been approved by the Legislature to address the costly mandates
related to this area. However, the newly enacted formula falls well short of
reimbursing school districts for the actual costs of mandated Special
Education Programs.
PSERS (Public School Employees’ Retirement System) requires school
districts to pay a percentage of staff salary into the aforementioned
retirement system. The employer contribution rate in 2010-11 was 5.64%, but
will be 30.03% in 2016-17, up 4.19% from last year and 8.63% from two years
ago. As of the publication of this newsletter, the state has not yet developed a
plan for pension reform.
School Choice Comes at a Cost - Next year, Parkland is projecting to expend
$3M to charter and cyber schools for tuition. Many of the cyber schools that
receive these funds are for-profit agencies. The Parkland School Board has no
control over how funds are expended or what programs are offered. Students
in public schools are consistently performing better in math and reading than
most attending charter and cyber schools across the Lehigh Valley. If we had
this additional $3M, it would help mitigate our tax increase.

Who won a Senior Academic
Award? Was the Final Budget
approved?
Stay informed by following @ParklandSchools on
Twitter or like Parkland School District on Facebook.

SUMMER YOUTH CAMPS & ACTIVITIES

Summer youth camps and activities
are constantly being updated
on our web site.
VISIT US ONLINE AT

www.parklandsd.org/community/summercamps

FOR A LIST OF OPPORTUNITIES IN OUR
COMMUNITY.

In Parkland, this year alone, we saved the District approximately $480,000 by
utilizing our own cyber program. Our cost to educate a cyber student is about
$4,800/year, far lower than what the state requires us to pay tuition to a cyber
charter school (approximately $10,800/year for a regular education student
and $22,500/year for a student with special needs) costing the taxpayers
hundreds of thousands of dollars.
If any of these facts are surprising to you, please consider calling your
legislator and asking them to help remove unfunded mandates from public
schools.

STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS BEFRIEND
CEDARBROOK RESIDENTS

Mrs. Colleen York’s Freshmen Learning Support students who have various challenges have
made special friends this year by visiting Cedarbrook Nursing Home and volunteering to help
the music program thrive in addition to forming special friendships. Students visit for Music
Therapy time at Cedarbrook on a monthly basis and immediately help out by taking the senior
citizens to and from their rooms for the event, passing out instruments, taking turns on the
microphone during sing-a-longs, and moving the wheel chair bound senior citizens about the
room as music plays to simulate dancing. In October, the students dressed up for Halloween
and visited the seniors in costume and in November, they invited 12 residents to a
Thanksgiving Feast at PHS where the PHS students prepared and served a meal and made
more than 100 holiday ornaments to hand out to Cedarbrook residents. In April, residents
were invited back to PHS for a Mad Tea Party, which included hot tea and mini sandwiches for
the guests to enjoy. The students practiced how to pour tea, serve food, create eye-catching
sandwich platters, and be cordial servers.

Teacher Colleen York admits that since this was a new partnership, she wasn’t sure how
receptive the kids and seniors would be to each other. The nursing home was a little
apprehensive too (in fact, several local nursing homes did not take her up on her partnership
proposal), but each took a small leap of faith and started with small group interactions.
Colleen worked in nursing homes her whole life before she became a teacher, and she felt that
her incoming freshmen were very social and outgoing and would be a perfect small group to
try out the idea of working with seniors, many who suffer from Alzheimer’s disease. The result
has been amazing on both sides of the partnership.
Mrs. York said, “We see about 50 people when we visit for music therapy, and all of them are just so thankful that we are there. Those residents are stuck within four
walls for so much of their week, so it was also so nice to bring them to PHS to socialize with our students.” Darlene Ely, the Director of Therapeutic Recreation at
Cedarbrook stated, “It is unconditional love – our residents see the kids as regular kids and the kids interact with this rowdy group - open mic, instruments and all. It is
a great way for residents to be connected to the community and for the kids to give back to the community. Everyone wants to remain purposeful in life and the interaction gives them a purpose. Everyone finds enjoyment from the music; it connects to residents who may have vision or hearing or stroke disabilities and is also good
for kids with disabilities. It gives us all a chance to connect with the abilities that we have.”
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400 ATTEND 5TH ANNUAL PARKLAND SCHOOL
DISTRICT EDUCATION FOUNDATION GALA
5 INDUCTED INTO DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI WALL OF HONOR

On May 2, 2016, the Parkland School District Education Foundation celebrated its 5th Anniversary at the Annual
Distinguished Alumni Gala at the Holiday Inn, Breinigsville. The event, presented in partnership with Coordinated
Health, drew a crowd of 400 guests who filled the ballroom for a night of awards, auctions and camaraderie
around the support of public school education. The event was hosted by 2005 Parkland Graduate and Lehigh
Valley Phantom’s Arena Host, Ben Youngerman.
Parkland School District
The 2016 Distinguished Alumni inducted into the Wall of Honor were Denise Donatelli (1968), three-time
Grammy nominated recording artist and jazz vocalist; Robert B. Heintzelman (1976), Supervisor and Co-owner,
Preserving Excellence, Building a Dream
Heintzelman Funeral Home, Inc.; Barry E. Isett (1954), CEO & Chairman of the Board, Barry Isett & Associates,
WWW.PARKLANDSD.ORG/FOUNDATION
Inc.; Aimee Mullins (1993), actress, athlete, model and TED Conference All-Star Speaker; and D. Brad Patt
(1990), Senior Vice President/Regional Manager, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Fox & Roach Realtors
and The Trident Group in Lehigh Valley & Bucks Counties. Inductees were invited to spend the morning touring Parkland High School, home to the Wall of Honor. Each
honoree was then paired with a class of students that fit his or her professional background. The students and alumni engaged in a conversation about their career
accomplishments, challenges, and experience during their time as a Parkland Trojan.
Since 2011, the Foundation has given more
than $475,000 back to the District, most
notably via a competitive grant program,
called Celebrate Innovation, which all staff are
invited to participate in annually. In addition
to honoring alumni, the Gala is a time for the
Foundation Board of Directors to highlight three
Celebrate Innovation Grants that were awarded
for the current school year. Videos highlighting
each staff grant were shown at the event and
produced by the High School’s Parkland News
Network (PNN) and its Teacher Advisor, Dave
Thomas.
Through the support of many Gala sponsors, and
other fundraising efforts throughout the year,
the Foundation will be able to award $80,000 in
staff grants for the 2016-2017 school year.

Above left: Emcee Ben Youngerman
Above right: Alumni visit at PHS and stand in front of the
Distinguished Alumni Wall of Honor with their new plaques:
D. Brad Patt, Robert Heintzelman, Denise Donatelli,
Barry Isett and retired Guidance Counselor/Foundation Board
Member Anne Davis who accepted Aimee Mullins Award on
her behalf.
Bottom left: Retired Parkland Curriculum Director and
Parkland Foundation Board Member Ed Davis with Denise
Donatelli.
Bottom right: Wine bags decorated with student-decorated
hand prints at the Gala. Student hand prints decorated the
tables and walls at the gala to tie in with the Gala’s 5th Anniversary theme.

We need your help nominating your accomplished classmates for the 2017 program. Applications are accepted on a rolling basis between now and November 30, 2016. By using the link below you can nominate
a Parkland graduate (at least 25 years of age) for this prestigious honor. Nominate someone or learn more
about the Wall of Honor inductees, its criteria, and the selection process by visiting our website:
http://www.parklandsd.org/foundation/alumni-wall-of-honor/

The Education Foundation would like to sincerely thank all of the volunteers, companies and individuals whose donations and time made the
event possible. The Education Foundation’s commitment to preserving the excellence of Parkland would not be feasible without the generosity and
commitment of the community. We especially thank the following businesses for their extremely generous support:

Special thanks to Frank Mitman Digital Photographic Imaging for donating time to be the official photographer of the Gala.
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STUDENTS WRITE AND ILLUSTRATE BOOK
FOR INCOMING KINDERGARTNERS
by Naomi Pitkoff, Class of 2016

Younger children are always looking up to the big kids, and now the incoming Parkland School District kindergarten class
will have one more way to do so. All incoming kindergartners will receive a paperback copy of “My Parkland Pals.” Senior
Laura Sorrentino was tasked with writing the book to explain what being a student of the Parkland School District is all
about. By reading the book, the new students will get a glimpse of what the next 13 years of their life will be like.
Sorrentino based the book off the good experiences she had as a Parkland student. Sorrentino said, “I know starting
school is probably the most exciting and terrifying milestone they’ve experienced so far. For them, this is probably the
scariest thing they’ve had to do in their 5 or 6 years of their lives.” The book is centered around a fictional Trojan named
Andrew who is a fifth grade student in one of Parkland’s eight elementary schools. Andrew has a sibling who
attends one of the middle schools and another sibling who is a student at Parkland High School. Each sibling talks about
what it is like to be a student in each level of school. Sorrentino’s writing is paired with Jennifer Beam’s illustrations, a
2015 Parkland graduate, who brilliantly incorporates the mascots onto the cover and brings words to life throughout the
pages of the book with delightful artwork.
One challenging part of the task that Sorrentino came across “was writing the words in such a way that a five-year-old will
comprehend them. I’m used to writing poetry and lengthy prose with words they haven’t heard of yet.” When asked what
it feels like to be a published author, Sorrentino responded, “I’ve dreamed of being a published author since I was in Mrs.
Shank’s 5th grade class. Even though this book is solely for Parkland kindergarten, it was a big deal for me! It made me
even more passionate about writing.”

Support Yourself, Ladies.
Divorce shouldn’t leave you feeling financially powerless.
You’re not alone. Navigate your various divorce settlement options with the help of
an experienced professional and invest in your future. Men we are here for you, too.

When reading the book, Sorrentino hopes the kindergartners will understand that
the next 13 years of their lives are a time to have fun and to really get to know
themselves as individuals. She wants them to get the idea that they're unique and
they can and should have their own interests and hobbies. She incorporated
questions that ask about their favorite song or future electives they might like to
take to get them thinking about their exciting future in Parkland.

Julie M. Dellisant-Flugel, CFP , CDFA
Helping You Make Smart Decisions In Difficult Times.

CHECK OUT THE YEAR’S BEST MOMENTS:
WWW.PARKLANDSD.ORG/BLOG/CATEGORY/
DISTRICT-NEWS/
Janney Montgomery Scott LLC | 1 E. Broad St. Suite 550
Member:NYSE,FINRA,SIPC
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14 STUDENTS EARN FULL TUITION

63 EARN ACADEMIC OR ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIPS
Total equates to more than $4M over 4 years
FULL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD WINNERS:

STUDENT WINNERS TAKE 1st
or 2nd PLACE AT STATE &
NATIONAL COMPETITIONS

Parkland Pride is at its best when students earn state or national
recognition in academics, the arts, or athletics. Here are some of
Academic
this year’s highlights:
Athletic
PENNSYLVANIA JUNIOR ACADEMY OF SCIENCE PERFECT SCORES:
Raidah Chowdhury - Temple University
Noel David Brouse - University of Connecticut
(OMS):Prathysha Kothare, Sabrina Ost, Sahas Veera, and Zia Reed
Joseph Harps - Susquehanna University
Devante Cross - University of Virginia
(SMS): Suchir Agarwal, Vidhyasai Annem, Maggie Gareca, Rahul
Esha Kadakia - Temple University
Siena Salvaggio - Pennsylvania State University Inaganti, Riya Neogi, Ee-Ning Ooi (PHS): Habeeb Salau, Aryaman
Ridhi Mehta - New Jersey Institute of Technology Kyle Stout - Lafayette College
Khandewal, Sahil Inaganti
Kelly Micca - Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts Kenny Yeboah - Temple University
DELAWARE VALLEY SCIENCE FAIR:
Atharv Gupte, Sumedha Kathamneni, Seungkwon Sun, Habeeb
Jacob Nichols - University of Alabama in Huntsville
CLICK ON THE QR CODE TO VIEW
Salua, Priyanka Hanumaihgari, Zia Reed, Prathysha Kothare
Varun Sivakumar - Temple University
STATE MIDDLE SCHOOL HISTORY DAY: Ankhitha Manjunatha,
THE ENTIRE LIST OF SENIOR
Nicholas White - University of Alabama
Akshatha Manjunatha, Jacob Roth, Maggie Gareca
ACADEMIC
AWARDS
Daniel Zahn - Pennsylvania State University
PENNSYLVANIA STATE HIGH SCHOOL COMPUTER FAIR:
Sriyaa Suresh, Graham Burrell
LEHIGH CAREER & TECHNICAL INSTITUTE STATE WINNERS:
25% OR MORE ACADEMIC OR ARTS SCHOLARSHIP:
Andrew Everett, Cheyenne Fenstermaker, Londynn Jones, Emilanna
Shannon Avila - DeSales University
Raquel Herrera - Georgia Institute of Technology Kim, Kyle Tretter, Tyler Young
VOLLEYBALL STATE CHAMPIONS: Kirah Dreisbach, Erika Foose,
Donovan Berger - Misericordia University
Tyler Ilgenfritz - Pennsylvania State University
Sam Graver, Mia Jago, Paige Konsko, Kristin Krause, Avery Perosa,
Steven Berger - Moravian College
Cody Johnson - Norwich University
Siena Salvaggio, Megan Shaw, Morgan Sherwin, Grace Steurer, Sam
Paige Bernecker - Syracuse University’s College Hope Keller - Wilkes University
Webber. The coaches are Head Coach Mike Krause, and Assistant
of the Arts and Sciences, Maxwell School of
Dawson Kerch - Ithaca College
Coaches Jesse Krasley, Debbie Tice, and Heather Wealand.
Citizenship and Public Affairs
Abigail Kern - Philadelphia University
TOSHIBA EXPLORAVISION SCIENCE AWARD:
Alyssa Billie - DeSales University
Jillian Krempasky - Westminster Choir College of Prathysha Kothare, Tanya Mehta, and Aishani Ramoju
SCIENCE OLYMPIAD MIDDLE SCHOOL TEAM STATE CHAMPIONS:
Justin Bond - Mississippi State University
Rider University
Vidhyasai Annem, Taran Anantasagar, Pranav Balabhadra, Kriti Baru,
Alexandria Borrelli - Clemson University
Dylan Krueger - Delaware Valley University
Nehali Gupta, Purva Gupta, Priyanka Hanumaihgari, Rahul Inaganti,
Leesa Brown - University of Rochester
Daniel Kyvelos - University of Hartford
Sahil Inaganti, Vedavyas Jampanaboyana, Teja Kanthamneni, EeNing
Brendan Burke - Elizabethtown College
Kyle Novobilski - University of Scranton
Ooi, Kavish Senthilkumar, Meghna Sequeria, Farid Shahid, Ronak
Singh, Dharshan Tharumia, Daniel Wilcox
Amanda Clapham - Texas A & M University
Sofia Piela - University of Delaware
US NATIONAL PHYSICS TEAM: Yogeshwar Velingker
Kyle Cohick - Bucknell University
Jordan Schutter - Temple University
INTEL SCIENCE FINALISTS: Sabrina Ghosh and Arvind Parthasarathy
Adam Coscia - Stevens Institute of Technology
Stephanie Shara - Misericordia University
NATIONAL SCHOLASTIC ART: Natasia Foster, Jeremy Gipson, Kelly
Alexandra Deitrich - Eastman School of Music
Jared Silverstein - Temple University
Micca (2 awards)
Margaret Durkin - DeSales University
Rachel Sloan - Lafayette College
NATIONAL SCHOLASTIC WRITING: Aryaman Khandelwal
ALL-STATE BAND: Max Stempel, Grace Lerew
Rachel Fisher - Drexel University
Bethany Smith - Temple University
ALL-STATE CHORUS: Jaclyn Bristel, Mara Cohen, Reese Diaz, Rasleen
Olivia Geiger - Elizabethtown College
Connie Ticho - Chapman University
Grewal, William McMahan, Shaumik Phadke, Jake Stahl, Lisa Stein
Jeremy Gipson - Maryland Institute College of Art Natalie Trachtman - Muhlenberg College
ALL-STATE ORCHESTRA: Guinevere Conner, Brittany Gelb, Sun Min
Jennifer Guetzlaff - Rensselaer Polytechnic
Michael Vitti - DeSales University
(Christina) Park, Joshua Yang
Institute
Erin Ward - East Stroudsburg University
SWIMMING STATE CHAMPION: Siena Salvaggio, four-time gold
medalist - Coach Rob Robitaille
Atharv Gupte - Pennsylvania State University
POWER-LIFTING TEAM STATE - 1ST PLACE: Christian Blanger, Cory
Schreyer Honors College
Border, Brody Boyer, Donovan Brandon, Ethan Brower, Jake Correll
Patrick Ferry, Ben Geinosky, Devan Ghai, Seth Gordon, Johnny
PARTIAL ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP:
Hanson, Will Kroboth, Anthony Mallia, Mason Malozzi, Mike Novak,
Regan Allsop - West Chester University
Andrew Hillman - Ohio State University
Nick Palopoli, Drew Parry, Colten Peischl, Stephen Penchishen,
Mason Pissani, Adam Piston, Jake Puia, Collin Watson, Nathan
Tyler Bruno - Villanova University
Nolan Ridgway - East Stroudsburg University
Williams, Jake Williams, Jahan Worth. Coaches are Erik Steiner, Tim
Victoria Connolly - Lehigh University
Sarah Stagaard - Grand Valley State University
Moncman, Mike Facchiano, Doug Joseph, Paul Hagadus, Bob Ruisch
Steven Feher - East Stroudsburg University
Jake Stengel - Old Dominion University
Managers: A.J. Moncman, Kyle Steiner
Cathleen Gaffney - Lenoir-Rhyne University
Mikayla Stoudt - East Carolina University
FILM FESTIVALS/EMMYS: Graham Burrell, Max Hakim, Matilda
Kitabwalla, Emily Kapelsohn, Jackie Katz, Stephanie Klotz, Mitch
Knafo, Jared Silverstein.

OMS GIRLS WIN NATIONAL SCIENCE COMPETITION

The OMS team of Aishani Ramoju, Prathysha Kothare, and Tanya Mehta were selected as the
Northeast Region Team, one of six teams that were chosen out of thousands of entries in
The ExploraVision National Competition, sponsored by Toshiba and National Science Teachers
Association. Their project envisions new technology that will be possible 20 years into the future.
The team won for their idea called AB Scavenger: Game Changer in Alzheimer’s Treatment and their
creation is a nanorobot that carries a protein inhibitor to stop the plaque build-up in Alzheimer’s
patients. They will now compete against 5 other teams and if they get a first or second place, they
go to Washington DC, all expenses paid with their families for 4 days to receive their reward which
ranges from $5-10,000 each! To get this, the next step is to create an active website with a
computer that Toshiba provided to the school. They also have to make a prototype of their invention.
Toshiba representative Jim Bingham was on hand to distribute their computers and encourage the
three ladies to dream big as the students presented their project in front of the whole school. He is
shown at left with the three students and their teacher, Dianne Caspersen.
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BULLETIN BOARD

The 12th Annual
Justin Sheftel Memorial Softball Tournament!
June 18, 2016 (rain date June 19)
Lehigh County Sports Fields
www.justinsheftel.com

SUMMER LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER
The Parkland High School Media Center will be open all summer,
Monday – Friday, from 9 AM - 12 noon and 1 - 3 PM.
Elementary Media Centers will be open
June 21 - August 4, 2016 as follows:

In search of Parkland High School Garter Bowl
Alums (players and cheer boys)!
What: Parkland Reunion Garter Bowl for
Pancreatic Cancer
When: July 15, 2017
Contact:
Jennifer Glose at
strikingoutcancer@yahoo.com

NOTE: ALL LIBRARIES WILL BE CLOSED JULY 4-8, 2016

TUESDAYS - 9:15-11:45 AM - KV
TUESDAYS - 1:00-3:30 PM - IR
WEDNESDAYS - 9:15-11:45 AM - CE and FO
WEDNESDAYS - 1:00-3:30 PM - PM and JA
THURSDAYS - 9:15–11:45 AM - SV
THURSDAYS - 1:00-3:30 PM - Kratzer

**The FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL for the 2016-2017 school year will be SEPTEMBER 6, 2016. If your child will be starting school for the first time at Parkland School District, please
call the school they will be entering and make a registration appointment at your earliest convenience.**

855-DrGhosh
GhoshOrtho.com
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NONDISCRIMINATION IN PROGRAMS AND EMPLOYMENT POLICY
In accordance with TITLE VI, TITLE IX, Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act, the
Parkland School District does not discriminate either in the educational or vocational programs
and activities which it operates or in the employment of personnel, on the basis of sex, handicap,
disability, race, color, national origin, age, or religion. If your are physically or mentally disabled,
visually or hearing impaired, you may qualify for special services/instruction/equipment
modifications so you can successfully complete the education program or participate in activities.
All inquiries concerning this policy/questions regarding specific programs, services, and facilities
for the disabled should be directed to the district equal rights officer, Assistant Superintendent,
Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse Road, Allentown, PA at (610) 351-5505.
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