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PARKLAND ANNOUNCES LOCATION OF NEW
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, JAINDL FAMILY DONATES LAND
On Tuesday, February 28, 2017, the Parkland School Board announced an
agreement to accept a donated parcel of land from David Jaindl, owner of Jaindl
Farms and Jaindl Land Company, for the purpose of building a new elementary
school. The parcel is approximately 18 acres in size and is located on the west
side of Twin Ponds Road between Long Lane and Schantz Road.
Mr. Richard T. Sniscak, Superintendent of Schools, stated, “I want to personally
thank David Jaindl and his family for the generous gift of a parcel of land ideally
suited for the development of an elementary school. As a Parkland Distinguished
Alumnus and parent, he has been a champion for education in our region at large
and we are extremely appreciative of this donation.”

ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL SITE

David M. Kennedy, President of the Board of School Directors, stated, “On behalf
of the Parkland School Board and taxpayers, we are extremely grateful for the
donation of land that the Jaindl family has kindly contributed. We feel that the
land and location will serve our children and community very well.”
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David Jaindl stated, “The Jaindl family has lived and worked in the Parkland School District for generations.
Our businesses, Jaindl Farms, Jaindl Land Company and Schantz Orchards have been based in the Parkland
School District for over 85 years. Three generations of Jaindls have attended Parkland Schools and have
appreciated the quality of the education it provided. On behalf of our entire family, Jackie and I are proud to
make this contribution to the Parkland School District.”
The proposed new school will accommodate a growing population of residents in the southwest corner of
Parkland School District where new construction continues to occur at a fast pace. (continued on page 2)

PARENTS - TAKE OUR
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NEW ELEMENTARY SCHOOL (CONT. FROM PAGE 1)
The recommendation to build a new elementary school was first announced in October 2015 during a School Board meeting when Stantec, a civil
engineering/architectural firm, presented their findings on a 10-year feasibility study that Parkland contracted them to perform. Stantec suggested
options to handle the projected enrollment growth which showcased a need for an additional 15 classrooms in the south and southwest pockets of the
District by the year 2020, and an additional 19 classrooms in that same area through the year 2024.
Richard Sniscak, Superintendent of Parkland Schools, stated, “About a year and a half ago, projections for new developments in the southwestern corner
of the school district predicted that an additional 500 elementary students would potentially enter Parkland in the next five years. A redistricting effort
that occurred last year is helping us buy time, but a new elementary school will be the ultimate solution to alleviate the overcrowding that is starting to
occur in the southern part of our District.”
In January 2017, the Parkland School Board hired KCBA Architects to provide architectural and engineering services for the design and construction of the
new elementary school. Alvin H. Butz will serve as construction manager for the project. The building is planned to open in the fall of 2020. Legal title
to the land will be conveyed to Parkland School District after all closing conditions have been satisfied. The Parkland School District invites anyone who
would like to give input on the facility, its features, and community use to public meetings that will be held at Fogelsville Elementary School on May 22 at
7 PM or at Jaindl Elementary School on May 24 at 7 PM.

State Silver Medalist
Girls Volleyball

CONGRATULATIONS PHS ATHLETES!

District XI Champions
Football
Girls Volleyball
Girls Soccer
Boys Cross Country
Girls Swimming
Volleyball Gatorade PA Player of the Year:
Sam Graver

All-State Selections
Girls’ Volleyball: Sam Graver &
Morgan Sherwin
Girls’ Soccer: Rachel Medlar
Field Hockey: Grace Royer
Football: DJ Hohman & Jahan Worth
PIAA State Wrestling Championship
Zachary Ortman placed 4th

Basketball
Sam Iorio completed his career on the Boys’ Basketball team, setting a career scoring mark of 1892 points, surpassing the mark of 1641
points set by Adam Lane in 2002.
Note: Parkland Swimming did not end the season yet as of the time of this printing.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Dear Parkland Community,

As Parkland welcomes spring, we have many new initiatives on the horizon to share with you. The first is the planning for a new
elementary school, announced on the cover of this newsletter. We will hold our first public meetings about the new elementary school
on May 22 at Fogelsville Elementary School and May 24 at Jaindl Elementary School. Both will occur at 7 PM and we welcome the
public to attend.
Each spring, I make my rounds to all of our schools by sharing an annual “State of the District” presentation with Parkland’s 1,361
employees and all school families. I have enjoyed meeting many of you during the meetings which commenced March 1, 2017. The
Parkland School District Leadership Team consisting of me, Dr. Rodney Troutman, Assistant Superintendent, and Mrs. Tracy Smith,
Assistant to the Superintendent for Operations, are sharing a presentation with PTO’s and staff in all buildings.
We always begin our meetings with a general overview of the budget planning process. Once again, we are dealing with an
unprecedented amount of uncertainty surrounding the Commonwealth’s Budget. Also, there has been discussion of a legislative
proposal to eliminate school property tax for all residents of Pennsylvania. However, the Governor did not include talk of this proposal
when he announced his budget in February. Therefore, school administrators are trying to estimate what funding can be expected as
legislators navigate through budget debates in spring.

KEY DATES IN THE
2017-18 BUDGET
TIMELINE

APRIL 28 – Budget Seminar Day-long Board Meeting where
budget is reviewed in fine detail
with Administration and Board
MAY 23– Adoption of Proposed
Final Budget
JUNE 12 – District newsletter is
mailed out to all residents and
includes budget overview
JUNE 27– Adoption of Final
Budget by the School Board

As Demographics Change, Parkland
continues to meet the needs of ALL
students
PARKLAND DEMOGRAPHICS
68% WHITE
13% HISPANIC
4% AFRICAN AMERICAN
12% ASIAN
3% ALL OTHERS
23% Eligible for Free/Reduced
Lunch
15% Receive Special Education
Services
8% Receive Gifted Education
Services
39 students labeled “homeless”
277 English Language Learners
GOAL: 100% academic growth for
ALL STUDENTS

This Property Tax Elimination Proposal is really a property tax shift, not an elimination, and if enacted, would destabilize funding for
public education. Pennsylvania would need to make up $14 billion in lost revenue should the legislators elect to stop collecting school
property taxes. Under the proposed plan, Personal Income Tax will increase from 3.07% to 4.95% and Sales and Use Tax will increase
from 6% to 7%. Additionally, groceries, clothing, beer, liquor, financial, funeral and salon services and non-prescription drugs would
newly be subject to sales tax.
School Property Tax provides 71% of the revenue for Parkland School District, enabling a consistent stream of revenue to support our
schools. The tax shift proposal does not address the factors driving school costs. Eliminating property taxes without addressing the
factors driving districts’ budgets does not help contain the cost of mandates such as tuition paid to charter schools, special education,
health care and pension liability. Furthermore, the proposal would significantly impact Parkland’s ability to satisfy any new state
mandates, enhance or expand educational and co-curricular activities, and meet the needs of all students as it would deprive the
ability of school boards to levy taxes to increase revenues. The potential decrease in income tax and sales tax collections during an
economic recession would produce a sudden reduction that would put schools at risk for a significant revenue shortfall. The proposal
would also curtail a school district’s ability to incur new debt for facilities, repairs or new purchases. Moreover, the proposal would add
to current inequities between school districts as it would undo the state’s recently enacted basic education funding formula that uses
accurate information about the number of students and their needs, giving extra funds for students in poverty or learning English, and
giving extra aid to districts with lower capacity to raise money locally.
Commercial Property owners will undoubtedly see a cash windfall as they will no longer be required to pay school property tax. In
Parkland, commercial real estate makes up approximately 40% of our tax base. That 40% will no longer be collected via school
property tax, and must be made up through collections of personal income and sales tax. This leaves educators extremely concerned
about how the state will be able to fund school districts at current funding levels. The state of Pennsylvania has so many fiscal
challenges, I have reservations about them assuming the responsibility to fund public education and distributing revenue in a manner
that would protect what we have built in this community as an exemplary school district with a tradition rooted in excellence.
This type of extreme legislation will create more problems than it will solve. All of us would support tax relief for individuals earning
under a certain income threshold that would not require a total upheaval of the taxing structure in place that supports public
education. Rising property taxes are just a symptom of a much greater problem in our Commonwealth. The root cause of this problem
is not due to local school boards and school districts running up excessive expenditures. The problem is that our state does not and
has not adequately funded public education.
The Governor’s proposed state budget also includes increased funding for education, but a decrease in the transportation subsidy.
In reality, the increase in subsidies from the Governor’s proposed budget is less than our required contribution rate for the pension
fund this year, forcing school districts to seek additional revenues or cut existing expenditures to balance their budgets. This is not an
abnormal year, but really more of the norm. We will continue to update you on the state’s budget progress in future articles.
Another item that we continue to keep our eye on is the Every Student Succeeds Act which has taken the place of the federal No Child
Left Behind Act. Changes are being proposed that continue to cause us to shift gears in the way we are evaluated as an educational
institution. PSSA and Keystone Exams remain as state standardized tests, but growth for every student is more intensely scrutinized
rather than a focus on an entire building’s average test scores. I am confident that Parkland will continue to make our community
proud no matter how we are evaluated. As a 2017 Top Workplace in the Lehigh Valley, I know our dedicated staff will rise to any
challenge that is placed before them.
If you’d like to view the “State of the District” Presentation online, please visit www.parklandsd.org and click on “Superintendent’s
Office” under the “About Us” tab and scroll to the bottom of the page. You will see a link to download the PowerPoint presentation.
Please take the time to peruse the wonderful offerings we provide to our community in this newsletter. Whether on stage, at an
academic competition or on the athletic fields, our students are doing great things and we welcome your participation.
Thank you for your continued support,
Richard T. Sniscak, Superintendent of Schools

NOMINATE AN EMPLOYEE OR VOLUNTEER -

SUPERINTENDENT'S

PARKLAND
PRIDE AWARD

YOU TOP THE RANKS, YOU DESERVE THANKS.

SUPERINTENDENT’S PARKLAND PRIDE AWARD RECOGNIZES EMPLOYEES
AND VOLUNTEERS WHO GO ABOVE AND BEYOND

Parkland School District students, parents, residents and staff, are invited to participate in the
Superintendent’s Parkland Pride Award Program which recognizes outstanding employee and volunteer
achievements within Parkland School District. I invite you to tell us about a Parkland School District staff
member or volunteer who has gone the extra mile this school year to make you proud to live in Parkland or be a part of
the Parkland staff! Don’t delay - nominations are due April 15, 2017.
All nominations must be made online. Click the QR code for more information or visit www.parklandsd.org and click on
“About Us” and then “Superintendent’s Office,” then “Parkland Pride Awards.”
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PARKLAND READY 21 FOR PERSONALIZED LEARNING
Parkland Ready 21 (PR21) is a new initiative that takes stock of best practices of
incorporating technology into the curriculum to allow students to have greater voice
and choice within their learning paths to make them personal for each student.
PR21 represents a pedagogy shift as we continue to evolve from a teacher-centered
classroom to a learner-driven environment. This is called Personalized Learning. Our
teachers are being tasked with guiding learners to become more self-directed,
self-monitored, and self-motivated. The PR21 committee consists of teachers, School
Board members, administrators and students. As we embark on this endeavor,
Assistant Superintendent for Operations Tracy Smith explains, “The ultimate goal is
to have data informed instruction and advanced differentiated instruction resulting in
highly invested students who are also lifelong learners.”

One of the objectives of PR21 is the implementation of Learning Walks for teachers
and principals. This involves walking through classrooms and looking for ideas and
concepts to share. The purpose of a Learning Walk is to start conversations and share
ideas. Findings, recommendations and information gained during Learning Walks
are placed in an interactive application called Nearpod. For instance, committee
members are reading the book, Make Learning Personal - The What, Who, WOW,
Where, and Why by Barbara Bray and Kathleen McClaskey, and are sharing their
thoughts in the Nearpod application. This is a great book for parents or for anyone whose curiosity has been piqued by reading this article.
As we transform to an environment that encourages teachers and students to use digital resources in order to probe concepts that are introduced by our
curriculum, PR21 has plans to begin an initiative to provide every student with a personal learning device. The first part of this will occur this summer as
Parkland gears up to provide each middle school student with his/her own Chromebook. Students will use the computers as a tool for many different tasks
including homework assignments, course work, research projects, and more. The rollout will occur in phases for grades 6, 7, and 8 and details surrounding
this initiative will be forthcoming. There are 45 existing Chromebook carts at the middle school level that will be shifted to the high school and 8 Parkland
elementary schools next year which will provide many more computers in the other buildings across the District. Also, iPad Mini carts will be added to each
elementary school for use in grades K, 1 and 2.
Personalized computing is a model in which every student has his/her own computer. The benefits of this approach include:
• Students collaborate in real time/have access to information that is updated as it occurs.
• Flexibility, customization, and personalization, which enhances
student motivation, morale, performance, efficiency, and effectiveness.
• Creates investment by allowing authentic mobile learning where anytime, anywhere learning is a reality.
• Teachers have automatic grading and data analytics, allowing them to tactically use their time
where it is needed most - with students.
• Supports sophisticated electronic organization of all learning materials.
• Improves interaction by allowing the easy exchange of information among
students and teachers.
• Students can create, highlight, categorize, and keep their course materials in a variety
of multimedia formats that are immediately available and searchable.
• Students with advanced skills are able to expand their skills and knowledge by working at their own pace.
• Students with learning differences are better able to keep pace with classmates because they can utilize technology to meet their individual learning
needs.
Students, in the spirit of bringing your voice and choice into this process, the PR21 Initiative needs a Parkland Ready 21 logo! Interested
in designing one? Please contact JR Renna, Educational Technology Coordinator at 610-351-5503 or rennaj@parklandsd.org for more
information. Logo designs are due April 21st.

PARKLAND WINS TOP WORKPLACE HONOR FOR 2ND TIME
Parkland School District was awarded one of 40 2017 Top Workplace Awards in March by the Morning Call who
sponsored an employee survey that collected the responses of more than 10,000 employees across the Lehigh
Valley this year. In fact, Parkland took the number two spot out of employers who employ more than 500 people.
The evaluation for the Top Workplaces Program was based upon feedback from an employee survey that many
Parkland employees took a few months ago. Richard Sniscak, Superintendent, stated the following in a note to
the staff upon winning, “I could not be more honored to share this award with all of you, nor could I be any more
proud to work with such a dedicated team of people who come to work each day with the mission of preparing
our youth for a world that we can’t even imagine in an age where things continue to progress at lightning speed
all around us. Parkland also took home the Top Workplace for Moving in the Right Direction Award. This is near
and dear to me as I realize we have thrown a lot of new challenges to our staff. We continue to raise the bar as
we strive to maximize the potential of every child and inspire excellence. This is no small task.”
We commend the Parkland staff for making our school district a great place to work. A sense of happiness
among the staff impacts students in ways that are difficult to quantify, but we feel it truly creates a positive impact because those children who
surround the staff day after day are watching them, modeling them, and are influenced by them each and every day.
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STUDENTS TEACHING TEACHERS
The Parkland Festival of the Arts Club raises money all year to fund the Festival which takes
place each May (read about this year’s Festival on page 11). Each year, the Festival has carried
over a small surplus of funds, hoping to make an impact on the art department. The students
and their advisors, Mr. Mark Stutz and Mrs. Megan Halbert, thought about the best way to use
the funds. They decided to purchase Apple Ipad Pros and Apple Pencils for each Elementary
and Middle school building’s art department (a total of 10).
With the new tools, teachers have a whole new dimension of creativity to explore. One day,
Coordinator of Educational Technology, JR Renna, was visiting the Trojan Tech Team, a group of
students who show strong leadership and technology skills. They receive hands-on experience
solving computer-related issues for students and staff and receive .25 credits for participation.
In addition to their tech skills, it turns out that some are artistically inclined as well.

Maya Rodgers shared her knowledge of Adobe Draw by
showcasing one of her works of art.

One of the students, Maya Rodgers, saw Mr. Renna working with an app that she was familiar
with and started to show him the amazing digital art she had created. Then, another student,
Jon Corby, chimed in and showed him his artwork. JR was blown away at how they had used the
Apple Pencil to create digital “pencil sketch” drawings that looked like charcoal, and “paintings”
that looked like oil and watercolor. He then asked if they would be interested in leading a workshop for the art teachers across the District in the use of Procreate & Adobe Draw for iPad Pros.
Procreate is an app that costs just $5.99 and is a powerful sketching, painting and illustration
app for mobile devices. You can catch a glimpse of how Maya and Jon have used the apps to
create some pretty amazing artwork in the photos on this page.
JR stated, “Maya and Jon taught themselves how to use the app and listening to them describe
how they were able to master the app showed me just how powerful learning can be when
students are intrinsically motivated. These students are taking an active role in their learning.
They have a voice and choice in how they learn various skill sets.”
Maya stated, “The Apple Pencil allows us to work with delicate, fine lines. It is amazing for an
artist to be able to erase something and start again from a place that they were happy with.”
JR said that both Maya and Jon were natural instructors when presenting to the teachers.
“Collaboration and teaching comes naturally when people love what they are doing,” he said.
JR ended the session by showing teachers how they can safely hand off their devices for
students to work on them. For instance, there is a way to lock students into an app and set time
limits. “Mr. Stutz and the Festival of the Arts Club are providing tools that our artists can use to
create new and unique pieces that were not possible before. I am thrilled to see our students
taking the lead in this initiative” he stated.
Be sure to check out the new category of artwork, digital artwork, when you visit the Parkland
Festival of the Arts this year. We can’t wait to see how this new tool will inspire artists
everywhere.
Note: Parkland is committed to the arts, recognizing that it fosters critical thinking and analysis,
creativity, confidence, problem solving, and focus. At Parkland High School alone, 839 students
have requested participation in 22 visual arts course offerings for the 2017-18 school year.

Above is Jon Corby’s digital pencil sketch. His
digital painting of a cat (above) won a Regional
Gold Key Scholastic Art Award.
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PARKLAND SENIORS
A Community of Learners

The following classes will be offered this spring to senior citizens, ages 55 and older, who reside in the
Parkland School District. The classes are FREE of charge. Please register before the class deadline of April 10,
2017 either online at www.parklandsd.org/seniors/ or complete the registration form on the facing page and
MAIL or FAX to: Community Relations, Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse Rd., Allentown, PA 18104.
Because this program is very popular, we ask that people do not register unless they can attend a majority of
the sessions. All classes will be reserved via a lottery system. Please note that registration forms received after
4/10/17 will be added to a waiting list and will be notified after class rosters are finalized and if a class spot
becomes available. Parkland School District will send out course notifications starting on April 11th. Kindly
refrain from contacting the office until after April 18th if you have not yet received confirmation. Thank you.

WATER AEROBICS

Parkland High School Pool, Maximum of 40 participants/class
Saturdays, April 22 - May 27, 1-2 PM
AND
Wednesdays, May 3 - May 31, 6-7 PM
No class on April 26, May 6 and May 27
NOTE: Class occurs Sat. AND Wed. due to the fact that the pool will be
closed for repairs on June 1st through summer. The class features low
impact aerobics (conducted in shallow water). These classes are taught by
local instructors. The class will focus on the use of all muscles and limbs,
breathing and stretching. Water shoes or old clean sneakers are suggested
for safety. Swim noodles are provided at the pool. Swimmers should enter
through the lower entrance at the back of the Athletic Wing. Two classes will
be offered this spring in the Parkland High School Pool located at
2700 North Cedar Crest Blvd., Allentown, PA 18104.

YOGA FOR SENIORS

Cetronia Elementary School Gym
Wednesdays, April 19 - May 31, 4:30-5:30 PM
Nia’s class will provide a gentle practice to improve the connection between
body and mind. She will offer knowledge of yoga therapy along with basic
strengthening and stretching of the body. Through a combination of a
seated and standing flow, you will learn to maintain or increase range of
motion as well as improve balance. Nia’s guided meditation will also focus
on stress relief. Please bring your own yoga mat. All classes will be offered
at Cetronia Elementary School, 3635 Broadway, Allentown, PA 18104.

55 ALIVE/SAFE DRIVER AARP REFRESHER COURSE

Parkland Administration Center Board Room, 4 or 8 hour sessions:
Thursday, May 18, 9 AM-1 PM (for repeat course takers)
OR
Thursday, June 22, 9 AM-1 PM (for repeat course takers)
OR
Thursday AND Friday June 15 & 16, 9 AM-1 PM (for first time course
takers/expired certificate holders only)
Sponsored by the American Association of Retired Persons (AARP), the
course includes either 4 or 8 hours of classroom instruction that
refines existing skills and knowledge and develops safe, defensive driving
techniques. Upon completion, Pennsylvania residents age 55 and over
may be eligible for auto insurance discounts. PennDot and the state of
Pennsylvania have approved a 4-hour AARP driver safety class for any
student who has previously taken the “55 Alive” 8-hour Driver Safety class
in the past. *To be admitted to the 4-hour course, you must present to
the instructor written proof that you have taken a Pennsylvania approved
driver safety course within the past 3 years. Therefore, if it’s been 37
months since you have completed a class, you will be required to take
the 8-hour class to qualify for the insurance discount. Proof may be in
the form of a copy of the course certificate or the insurance policy that
shows the driver course discount. Please also bring your driver’s license,
a pen, and your AARP membership card with you if you are a member.
The Parkland Administration Center is located at 1210 Springhouse Rd.,
Allentown, PA 18104.

ZUMBA GOLD - NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Parkway Manor Elementary School Gym
Thursdays, April 13 - May 18, 4:45-5:45 PM
Zumba Gold is a dance fitness class designed for the active senior
and will be taught by a certified instructor who is volunteering her
time to teach Parkland seniors. The class will feature dance routines
set to Latin music as well as some pop hits. Easy to follow low impact
moves - great rhythms - lots of FUN! Come Join the Party! Parkway
Manor Elementary School is located at 768 Parkway Road, Allentown,
PA 18104.

MICROSOFT OFFICE 2013 WORD

Troxell Building Computer Lab, Room 108, Maximum of 20 participants
Monday AND Wednesday, May 8 and May 10, 5:30-8 PM
Prerequisite: Basic Understanding of Computers
Need to type a simple letter or note? Learn to use menus and toolbars
in Microsoft Word 2013 to accomplish basic tasks including selecting,
highlighting, scrolling, saving and printing. Create, edit, revise and format a
document. Learn how to cut, copy and paste text, and save files.
Work with Spell Check, the Dictionary, Help Menu and Clipart. We will create
a flyer or poster during class. Troxell Building is located at 2219 N. Cedar
Crest Blvd. Allentown, PA 18104. Please enter the building through the back
parking lot.

QIGONG (pronounced “Chee gong”) WITH TAI CHI

Parkland Administration Center Board Room, Maximum of 30 participants
Wednesdays, April 26 – June 14, 10:30-12 Noon
Qigong is an exercise for health and longevity and an essential part of
Classical Chinese Medicine. Tai Chi (or Taijichuan) is a Chinese martial
art also widely practiced as a health exercise. Qigong movements are less
demanding than yoga or tai chi but offer similar benefits. Both qigong and tai
chi focus on coordinating one’s intention, breath and movement. This class
will begin with one hour of qigong practice; the optional last 30 minutes
will be devoted to learning a short, simplified tai chi form. No equipment is
needed; both exercises are done standing. Please wear comfortable shoes
and clothing that allows free movement. The Parkland Administration Center
is located at 1210 Springhouse Rd., Allentown, PA 18104.

THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT

Troxell Building Computer Lab, Room 108, Maximum of 20 participants
Wednesday, May 3, 5:30 – 8 PM
Learn about the fast emerging world of mobile applications (apps, for
short). An app is a piece of software that can run on the Internet, on
your computer, or on your mobile phone, tablet or other electronic
device. In this class you will learn how to search for, download and add
apps to your mobile devices and then, learn how to have fun with them.
Prerequisite: A valid email address (will need to download apps), an
iPhone or mobile ‘smart’ phone, iPad or a mobile tablet. Troxell Building
is located at 2219 N. Cedar Crest Blvd. Allentown, PA 18104. Please enter
the building through the back parking lot.

CREATE MEMORIES IN A SNAP

Kratzer Elementary Computer Lab, Maximum of 25 participants
Monday, April 24, 5:00-8:00 PM
If a picture is worth a thousand words, then let us show you how to create
memories in a SNAP…with Snapfish and Animoto. With a free account in
Snapfish, you can upload and store your photos, share with others, order
prints, and create unique gifts such as photo albums, cards, and calendars.
Animoto allows you to tell your story using your photos and video clips. By
selecting one of their many designs, you can create a professional looking
video, add music and share your memories. One class will be offered at
Kratzer Elementary School. 2200 Huckleberry Rd., Allentown, PA 18104.

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT PARKLAND’S FREE PUBLIC ACCESS TV CHANNELS?
Service Electric Cable Channel 264 or HD Channel 102.9
RCN Cable Channel 65
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SENIOR CITIZENS
INVITED TO ANNUAL
SPRING CONCERT
AND DINNER
SPONSORED BY:

610-351-5597
RESERVATION HOTLINE WILL OPEN
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5 AT 11 AM TO ALLOW
EQUAL ACCESS FOR ALL IN THE COMMUNITY
Join us for one of our most popular spring concert
events this year! Parkland senior citizens are invited
to enjoy a free dinner at Parkland High School and
then adjourn to the auditorium for some great
music by talented student musicians. Seniors can
choose to attend the Parkland High School Band
concert on Thursday, April 27th or the Parkland
High School Orchestra concert on Thursday, May
11th. On both nights, doors open at 5:00 PM in the
high school cafeteria. Dinner will be served at 5:30
PM and the concerts begin at 7:00 PM. Residents
should select only one so that we can host as
many people as possible. Please call 610-3515597 and follow the prompts to leave your RSVP on
our automated voice message system. In order to
ensure that all seniors in the community have equal
access to both dinner concerts, WE WILL NOT

OPEN OUR RESERVATION HOTLINE UNTIL 11
AM ON WEDNESDAY APRIL 5, 2017.

At that time, reservation requests will be
accommodated in the order they are received until
the dinner concerts are full.
You will only receive a call back if you have a
specific question. Your RSVP will be recorded and
you can simply check in under your last name when
you attend the dinner.

NOTE: ALL GUESTS MUST BE 55 OR OLDER
AND RESIDE WITHIN THE PARKLAND SCHOOL
DISTRICT.
The PHS student Leo Club, who has long hosted the senior
citizen’s dinner, will be selling tickets to their annual duck
race for $10 for a chance to win a cash prize. Proceeds will
benefit a Parkland family who lost their father to cancer this
past year. The race is on Sunday, May 7, 2017. Please bring
cash if you’d like to purchase a ticket at the dinner.

For any questions pertaining to the Senior Citizen
Program at Parkland, please contact Shaheeda
Shivji, Office of Community Relations, at
(610) 351-5578.

Parkland Seniors - A Community of Learners

Register online at

www.parklandsd.org/seniors/

If you don’t have access to the Internet, complete the registration form below.
Because this program is very popular, we ask that people do not register unless
they can attend a majority of the sessions. Be sure to write clearly and include your
phone number. Room locations will be posted in the main lobby of schools.
Thank you for your interest.
THE DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS APRIL 10, 2017. PLEASE NOTE THAT A
LOTTERY SYSTEM IS USED AND COURSE NOTIFICATIONS WILL BE SENT OUT
between APRIL 11-18, 2017.
WATER AEROBICS
____Class 1: Wednesdays & Saturdays, April 22-May 31, PHS pool (note times and
exceptions on facing page)
YOGA
____ Wednesdays, April 19 - May 31, 4:30-5:30 PM, Cetronia Elementary Gym
55 ALIVE/ SAFE DRIVER AARP REFRESHER COURSES
Please choose only (1) class below:
Note: 4-hour sessions listed below are for those that have completed 8-hour Driver
Training Safety Courses in the past or have not taken a course within the last 3
years. Refer to details on facing page for more info.
___ Class #1 Thursday, May 18 (for repeat course takers), 9 AM-1 PM, Admin. Ctr.
Board Rm
___ Class #2 Thursday, June 22 (for repeat course takers), 9 AM-1 PM, Admin. Ctr.
Board Rm
___ Class #3 Thursday and Friday, June 15 & 16 (for first-time course takers or
expired certificate holders only), 9 AM-1 PM, Admin. Ctr. Board Rm
ZUMBA GOLD – *No registration required, all are welcome*
Thursdays, April 13-May 18, 4:45-5:45 PM, Parkway Manor School Gym
MICROSOFT OFFICE 2013 WORD
____ Monday and Wednesday, May 8 & May 10, 5:30-8 PM, Troxell Building
Computer Lab Room 108
QIGONG WITH TAI CHI
____ Wednesdays, April 26-June 14, 10:30-12 Noon, Parkland Admin. Ctr.
THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT!
____ Wednesday, May 3, 5:30-8 PM, Troxell Building Computer Lab Room 108
CREATE MEMORIES IN A SNAP
____ Monday, April 24, 5-8 PM, Kratzer Elementary Computer Lab Room
Registrations will be accepted through Monday, April 10th. Those registering after
April 10th will be added to a waiting list and will be notified after class rosters are
finalized if a class spot becomes available.  If you don’t register online, please mail
this form to: Community Relations, Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse
Rd., Allentown, PA 18104 or FAX to 610-351-5509.
Name_____________________________________________
Phone_____________________________________________
Address__________________________________________ Zip Code___________
Email: _________________________

TAX REBATE REMINDER FOR SENIORS and

Other Qualifying Claimants with Limited Incomes

The Senior Citizens Real Property Tax Rebate Resolution of 2005 allows a portion of property tax
dollars to be rebated to senior citizens and other qualifying claimants with limited incomes.
The tax rebate program refunded approximately $100,000 throughout the community over the
last three years.
Parkland School District will once again be conducting the rebate program in 2017. Applications
are available in the Business Office at 1210 Springhouse Road and can be downloaded from the
web at www.parklandsd.org/departments/business-administration/senior-citizen-property-tax-rebate/
A list of frequently asked questions is also available on the district web site at the same web
address.
For further help or information, please call the Business Office at (610) 351-5510 between
8 AM and 4 PM, Monday – Friday.
The deadline for filing is June 30, 2017.
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FOR KIDS AND FAMILIES

2017 ASUMMER
YOUTH
CAMPS
Convenient Listing for Parkland Families
WWW.PARKLANDSD.ORG/COMMUNITY/SUMMERCAMPS

Recreational, Outdoor, Athletic, Arts, Academic Camps
are listed for your convenience
under the Community tab of the PSD web site www.parklandsd.org

THE CLASS OF 2017 WILL
GRADUATE AT PPL CENTER
JUNE 12, 2017 AT 7 PM.
2016-17 PHS PROFILE
SAT RESULTS

PARKLAND HIGH SCHOOL KEYSTONE EXAM RESULTS
Keystone Exams are State Standardized Tests given to students when they complete Literature,
Algebra 1 and Biology. The exam results appear below.

SAT Results for the Class of 2016
72% of the Class of 2016 took the SAT1

						Literature
Algebra 1
Biology
		Percentage of PHS		86		81		76
		
Students who Scored
Proficient or Advanced
		
on Keystone Tests

ADVANCED PLACEMENT

Parkland offers 28 Advanced Placement (AP) courses as part of the high school curriculum. In 2016, 84% of the 867 AP
tests taken achieved a score of a three or higher and 28% scored a five.  These scores allow students to be eligible to receive
college credit for the equivalent course at one of more than 2900 colleges nationwide. For the last four consecutive years,
Parkland School District made the College Board’s Annual AP District Honor Roll — a list of 425 districts across the U.S. and
Canada who are honored for increasing access to AP course work while simultaneously maintaining or increasing the
percentage of students earning scores of 3 or higher on AP Exams.

Follow us for breaking news, awards, and info as it happens!
Follow @ParklandSchools or like Parkland School District on Facebook to receive a WEEKLY UPDATE that includes
UPCOMING EVENTS and ANNOUNCEMENTS about AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS.
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Save The Date

2017 Distinguished
Alumni Honorees

Parkland School District
Education Foundation

Kelly Lynne Campbell, PHS 1982
Partner, The Bridgespan Group, Boston

2017 Distinguished Alumni Gala

Presented by

Keith Flickinger, PHS 1981
Curator and chief restorer at the
NB Center for American Automotive
Heritage worldwide and
Owner of Precision Motor Cars Inc.

Parkland School District
Preserving Excellence, Building a Dream

CALLING ALL
ALUMNI
Stay connected to your Parkland High School
network through LinkedIn. With new alumni events
taking place, you won’t want to miss out on all
that is planned. Join a discussion of fellow alums
talking about your industry, comment on an article
someone has posted or make a new connection
by visiting
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/904327.

Kim Viti Fiorentino, PHS 1979
Chancellor and General Counsel of the
Archdiocese of Washington

Monday, May 1, 2017
The Center at Holiday Inn,
Lehigh Valley
Cocktail Reception begins at 6:00PM

Barry Holben, PHS 1970
Vice President of Sales, Allen Organ Company
Mark W. Jaindl, PHS 1978
Chairman, President,
CEO, American Bank
Chairman, President, CEO,
Jaindl Enterprises

For more information please contact
Kate J. Kareha at 610-351-5572 or
karehak@parklandsd.org.
To purchase tickets online, please visit
www.parklandsd.org/foundation.

FOUNDATION ESTABLISHES ENDOWMENT WITH $80,000

The Parkland School District Education Foundation Board of Directors is proud to
announce the establishment of an Endowment Fund. The fund was started with
an initial investment of $80,000 generated by reserve funds gradually over the
first five years. The Endowment Fund will more effectively embrace the educational
experience for all students served by the Parkland School District through the
support of the Education Foundation.
Board President Joseph Goll, explained, “After five years of fundraising to support
student programs, the Board felt that investing in an Endowment Fund was the
next fiscally responsible step to ensure the long-term success of the Foundation,
and therefore, the lasting support we are able to provide Parkland staff and
students.” The fund will be managed by a team of Parkland High School alumni at
BB&T Investment Services, Inc.

Middle School students participate in Summer STEMM Academy
- a flagship program of the Foundation which has subsidized the
program since its inception four years ago.

The Education Foundation has developed into a true center for innovation within
the District. Since 2011, it has given the District $635,000 to seed new ideas
and create some of its most advanced and progressive programs. “As the District
moves toward a student-centric learning environment (read the article on page 4

about Parkland Ready 21), the grass-roots projects and possibilities for innovation are only going to increase,” Kate Kareha, Foundation Executive Director,
said. “Now with a permanent, self-sustaining source of funding we can continue to back these programs with private donations regardless of the uncertainty surrounding funding for public education.”
Members of the Parkland community, parents, retirees, alumni and business leaders are able to donate to the Endowment Fund to create a permanent
legacy of support for Parkland students. The Board of Directors plan to grow this initial $80,000 to a goal of $500,000 before any earnings will be used
to provide support for its designated purpose of supporting arts, academics and/or athletics in perpetuity. Goll continued, “Support by individuals is going
to make all the difference in public education moving forward. This is a wonderful community with a lot of Parkland pride. We know our donors and future
donors care about Parkland’s long history of excellence, as well as our children’s future.”
If you are interested in learning more about the Endowment Fund,
please contact Kate Kareha at 610-351-5572 or
karehak@parklandsd.org, or visit the Foundation website at
www.parklandsd.org/foundation.
After 16 years, the Parkland High School pool is in need of repairs.
In an effort to help the District off-set the costs of the pool liner, the
Parkland Foundation will create a Donor Wall within the Aquatic
Center to recognize donors. Your gift will help student athletes, all
PHS students, youth community groups who enjoy the pool.
To make a donation today, visit us at www.parklandsd.org or call Kate
at 610-351-5572. All gifts are tax deductible.

Strength. Trust. Community.
5629 PA Route 873, P. O. Box 10, Neffs, PA 18065-0010 (610) 767-3875

www.neffsnatl.com
24-Hour BANK LINE  Dial 610-767-7479
NetTeller™

Internet Banking

goDough® Mobile Banking

Member FDIC  Equal Opportunity Lender

Equal Housing Lender
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Yummm.
®

Delivered.
ORDER ONLINE AT

REDROBINPA.COM
OR CALL

1-866-986-CATR
TRY OUR NEW

BURGER & CHICKEN BAR
or BOXED LUNCH OPTIONS!

DAVID PETERS IS
THIS YEAR’S MR. PARKLAND

Parkland High School male students competed in the
21st Annual Pageant for the title of Mr. Parkland and
the chance to win a $500 scholarship. During the
evening, each young man showcased his talents.
David Peters was this year’s winner! He performed
a synchronized swim skit with friends. Runners-up
included Jordan Del Pozo (2nd Place) and Tyler Perez
(3rd Place).
Mr. Parkland 2015 Alfred Hayward returned home
from the 704th Military Intelligence Brigade in Fort
Meade, MD to be one of the judges at this year’s
contest. He was joined by retired Assistant Principal
Donna Steckel, J & J Luxury Transportation’s Denise
Sam-Cali, Cat Country’s Sam Malone and WFMZ-TV’s
Jaciel Cordoba.
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Thursday, May 18Th

Friday, May 19Th

Parkland High School
Chorus Concert

Parkland’s Got Talent!

7:00 pm PHS Auditorium
Free - all are welcome to enjoy an
evening of choral music!

Parkland High School
Student Art Show
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Friday, May 19th, 7:00 pm

May 18-20, 2017

Trojan Art Gallery:

Senior Art Award Recipients

Gallery Showcase:

2017 Regional Scholastic Art Awards

Calling the talented citizens of
Parkland! Parkland is excited to
announce the 4th annual
Parkland’s Got Talent competition,
open to residents of all ages and
talents. Do you have a flair for dance or
a juggling prowess? Does your canine
companion do extraordinary tricks?
If so, please submit the following:
• CD/DVD or a YouTube link to:
arts@parklandsd.org
• Application (found online)
• Complete contest rules can be
found at:
www.ParklandArtsFestival.com

Created by:
Jonathan Corby

Art Studios: Parkland Student Art Show
Courtyard: Music by PHS Students

“From

Nothing
to Something”

Literary Magazine
Release Party

Created by:
Tyler Krisher

Courtyard: 7-8 pm

Parkland’s Got Talent
Show us your skills!
Parkland’s
Got Talent

May 19
16 77 pm
pm
May

$5
$5

PHS
PHS

saTurday, May 20Th

arTisTs on The Quad
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Art and Basket Raffle

proudly sponsors the $1000
Festival of the Arts Scholarship.
This scholarship is given to a
senior pursing a degree in
Visual or Performing Arts.
This year’s raffle will
feature the art of
Buttons & Baubles
created by PHS staff
and friends of the
festival.

Kids Crafts
Arts and Crafts
Marketplace
Art and Basket Raffle
Elementary, Middle
& High School Art
Exhibit

Festival Food
Instrument
Exploration
Indoor Percussion
Performance
Dance Showcase
Character Parade

Performances by
Elementary, Middle, & High School
Music Ensembles

Take a picture with your
favorite characters from:
Frozen
Brave
Toy Story
Cinderella
The Lion King
Rapunzel
Sleeping Beauty
Pocahontas
Snow White
Tinkerbell
Aladdin
Mulan
Princess & the Frog
Alice in Wonderland
The Little Mermaid
Beauty & The Beast
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PARKLAND
BULLETIN BOARD

SPRING CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Plan a night out with the family and join us for an event!
APRIL 5-8		
PHS Spring Musical PIPPIN, PHS Auditorium
7:30 PM
APRIL 9		
PHS Spring Musical PIPPIN, PHS Auditorium
3:00 PM
APRIL 22		
Teacher Tech Conference, PHS
APRIL 29
Community Resource Fair, PHS Cafeteria
11AM - 2PM
APRIL 21
Elementary Chorale Concert, SMS Auditorium
7:00 PM
APRIL 27
Senior Citizen Dinner, PHS Cafeteria
		
5:30 PM
PHS Band Concert, PHS Auditorium
		
7:00 PM
MAY 1
PSD Education Foundation Gala, Holiday Inn
6:00 PM
MAY 2
5th Grade District Band & Strings Concert, PHS Aud 7:30 PM
MAY 3
Combined SMS & OMS Orchestra Concert, PHS Aud 7:00 PM
MAY 4
SMS Chorus Spring Concert, PHS Auditorium
7:00 PM
MAY 5
OMS Chorus Spring Concert, PHS Auditorium
7:00 PM
MAY 8
SMS Band Concert, PHS Auditorium
7:00 PM
MAY 10
OMS Art Show (6 PM) & Jazz Band Concert (7 PM), OMS
MAY 11
Senior Citizen Dinner, PHS Cafeteria
5:30 PM
PHS Orchestra Concert, PHS Auditorium
7:00 PM
MAY 17
SMS Art Show (6 PM) & Honors Ensemble (7 PM)
MAY 18
PHS Art Show (6 PM), PHS Auditorium
		
Chorus Spring Concert (7 PM), PHS Auditorium
MAY 19
“Parkland’s Got Talent” Show, $5 Admission, PHS
7:00 PM
MAY 20
PSD Festival of the Arts, Parkland High School
10 AM – 4 PM
JUNE 12
Class of 2017 Commencement, PPL Center
7:00 PM
JUNE 15		
Last Day of School

FOOD SERVICE SUBS NEEDED
Are you looking for a part-time job
that has a compatible schedule
with your kid’s school schedule?
Parkland School District Food
Service Department has immediate
openings. Substitutes @ $10.63/
hour. Breakfast and lunch shifts are
available. Contact the Food Service
office at 610-351-5670.
Save the Date for the
Annual Justin Sheftel
Memorial Softball
Tournament! June 17
Lehigh County Fields
www.justinsheftel.com

Saturday, April 29, 2017
11 am – 2 pM
Parkland high school cafeteria
2700 N. cedar crest boulevard
Bring the family...Join us for a great day of community building…
50+ different agencies on hand to discuss:
*Children’s Services*
*Transportation*
*Disabilities* *Health Care*
*Mental Health*
*Employment*
*Women’s Services* *Housing*
*Churches/Food Banks*
*Aging*
*Emergency Services*
*Veterans Services*

…and much more !

Snacks, Prizes And Giveaways !

855-DrGhosh
GhoshOrtho.com

;^#

4979 Hamilton Boulevard
Allentown, PA 18106
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NONDISCRIMINATION IN PROGAMS AND EMPLOYMENT POLICY
In accordance with TITLE VI, TITLE IX, Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act, the
Parkland School District does not discriminate either in the educational or vocational programs
and activities which it operates or in the employment of personnel, on the basis of sex, handicap,
disability, race, color, national origin, age, or religion. If you are physically or mentally disabled,
visually or hearing impaired, you may qualify for special services/instruction/equipment
modifications so you can successfully complete the education program or participate in activities.
All inquiries concerning this policy/questions regarding specific programs, services, and facilities
for the handicapped should be directed to the district equal rights officer, Assistant Superintendent,
Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse Road, Allentown, PA at (610) 351-5505.
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