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What does it mean to be a School to Watch?

▪ Initiative launched by the National Forum to Accelerate Middle-
Grade Reform in 1999

▪ Identifies high performing middle-grade schools across the country 
that are:
– Academically Excellent

– Developmentally Responsive

– Socially Equitable

– Organizational Structures and Processes



Self-Study & Rating Rubric Report



Whole Child Approach



Academically Excellent

• Highly qualified teachers

• High academic standards & 
rigorous curriculum

• Ongoing assessments-RI & MI

• Direct Instruction, Cooperative 
Learning, Project Based Learning

• Cloud-Based Application 
Implementation: 

Kahoot!,Padlet, Plickers, Class 
Dojo, Nearpod

• Various strategies to check for 
understanding:  

Think-Pair Share, Cornell 
Notes, Thinking Maps, Marking 
the Text

• Electives & Intervention courses:  
STEM, Fashion, Theatre, 
Math/Read 180, Gear N Up, AVID:

• Created ESLOs



Developmental Responsiveness
• Intervention courses: 

Read 180, ELD 
Companion, Gear N Up, Math 
180

• Positive Behavior (PBIS) 
& HERO program

• WEB. ASB/Leadership to 
establish community

• School Moto: Choose 
Respect, Value Yourself 
and Others, Make it Safe, 
Strive for Success

• “Taste of CV”- Fall parent 
orientation

• 18 Clubs!



Social Equity
• Honor Society tutoring in 

math

• AVID to provide students 
access to honors courses with 
support

• Collaboration within 
departments

• Access to technology : 
iPad carts, Chromebook 
carts, and new computer lab

• Respectful  welcoming 
nature of staff and school

• Community Liaison, School 
Site Council, ELAC (English 
Learner Advisory Council)

• Information in Spanish 

• Low suspension rate



Organizational Structures and Processes

• ESLOs: 

• ILT

• Professional 
Development, PLC and 
focus time

• Communication: week-
at-a-glance, newsletter, 
website

• 1 to 1 coach- history, 
math & ELA teachers

• CELDT, ELPAC, CAASPP 
testing

• Spirit Assemblies for 
Celebrations



THANK YOU!



National Forum in Washington DC!

• 1 of 22 middle schools recognized in California this year
• 465 total successful schools nationwide
• 17 states participating


