
State of the School
Year in review

new Home for aiM!
river Park 2 Lease Signed
On Thursday, May 26, 2011, the River Park 2 lease was 
signed!  This exciting event signaled the next step in 
securing this beautiful facility for the future home of AIM 
Grades 1-12 and serving to move into the next phase of 
development of the AIM Institute for Learning and Research 
vision.  With architectural permits for the interior build-out 
of the property submitted to the Whitemarsh Township 
Supervisors, formal construction began July 1, 2011.  

The Pennsylvania Department of Education will meet on 
October 14 for final approvals. Move-in plans continue 
to target mid-December so that students can begin their 
classes at River Park on January 3, 2012. The interior 
plans of the building are amazing and are the result of 
collaboration between our teachers — led by our very 
own resident architect Susan Braccia, and Blackney Hayes 
architect Jennifer Crawford. 

Proposals for the turf soccer field, playground, and 
gymnasium are being completed as well, with these plans 
set to go to the township shortly.

aiM for the Future
Capital Campaign
AIM began with a team effort and that is the focus of the 
AIM for the Future Capital Campaign!  We are pleased to 
announce that we have 100% Board participation on the 
Campaign. We have a $6.5 million goal to build out the 
classrooms, fields and the gymnasium/performing arts 
community center with $2.2 million currently pledged.   
We are honored to have received a Challenge Grant from 
the Glomb Family who, along with the Maguire Family, 
presented AIM with a $500,000 Cash Match Challenge Grant 
for donations received for the AIM for the Future Capital 
Campaign by June 30, 2011.  Through the generosity of the 
entire AIM community, that challenge was met on June 17th! 
We continue to track the progress of our $1.5 million RACP 
grant proposal in Harrisburg under Governor Corbett.  We 
are working with the Montgomery County Redevelopment 
Authority on this opportunity which is also a matching 
challenge that has been met.
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STATE OF THE SCHOOL
WINTER 2012

Creating Tomorrow’s Leaders and CEO’s
In October, the cover story of Suburban Life Main Line Magazine was “Leadership Where It Counts 
– How AIM~Academy In Manayunk is leading the way in the education of students with learning 
differences and creating tomorrow’s leaders and CEO’s.” The article featured AIM’s unique blend 
of research-based curriculum based on the Common Core Standards in tandem with an arts-based 
learning environment designed to support creativity, innovation, and collaboration.

Merit Scholarships  
Offered to AIM Class of 2012 
Exceed $1,000,000! 

AIM-Academy In Manayunk will be graduating its first high school 
class this June. The five seniors who are currently also enrolled 
in freshman courses at Cabrini College, have all been accepted 
into college – 20 so far and counting--and together have received 
offers of merit scholarships exceeding $1,000,000. 

College and University Acceptances Include: 
Arcadia University, Cabrini College, Drexel University, Eastern 
University, Elizabethtown College, Gwynedd Mercy College, 
Harcum College, Immaculata College, La Salle University, 
Rosemont College, Saint Joseph’s University, Seton Hall 
University, Washington College, Westminster College

Million Dollar seniors pictured left to right: Will Murphy, Jon Fuiman, 
Jake Villari, Charmaine Waddell, and Tess Alloy.
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Dr. Jill Biden Visits

The 4th Annual AIM for the Stars Gala took place on November 
3,rd at The Union League of Philadelphia. Second Lady of the 
United States and life-long educator Dr. Jill Biden shared 
remarks with the 370 guests consisting of parents, faculty, 
and supporters of AIM, as well as the Honorable Edward G. 
Rendell, Mayor Michael Nutter, and representatives from 
throughout the Greater Philadelphia education community. 

AIM honored two outstanding individuals with the Sally L. 
Smith Founder’s Award recognizing leadership in education 
and literacy for children who learn differently: Philip Schultz, 
a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet and author of the critically 
acclaimed memoir My Dyslexia where he shares his inspiring 
story of how a boy who did not learn how to read until he 
was eleven went on to become a prize winning poet by 
force of sheer determination; and Tracy Johnson, a native 
Philadelphian, who was not diagnosed with dyslexia until 
after a struggling grade school and high school experience. 
Her perseverance and drive to further her education led her 
to the Wilson Reading Program, Harcum College, Cabrini 
College, and now as both a Master’s degree candidate and 
Enrollment Advisor at Eastern University. 

The event raised over $100,000 to benefit students who 
learn differently and their educators throughout the Greater 
Philadelphia region.

AIM Faculty Shine

AIM went global with its ever 
expanding demand for teacher 
training. Working with Wilson 
Language Corporation, AIM 
Education Director Kris McGuirk 
went to Portlaoise, Ireland in 
November to provide three 
days of Just Words® training to 

twenty-three teachers from as far north as Donegal and as 
south as County Cork. 

The January issue of Dyslexia Connection, IDA’s newsletter 
for parents, focused on the social and emotional challenges 
of children with learning differences. In an article titled, 
Bullying and Learning Disabilities: A Double Jeopardy, 
Christy Barbone, school psychologist at AIM, describes the 
risk factors and characteristics that make children and youth 
with LD particularly vulnerable to bullying. 

AIM Director of Psychological Services Dr. Grace Ashton 
was invited by Pearson and Cogmed to present at the 2012 
Cogmed Conference “Cognitive Training in Science & 
Practice: Exchanging Perspectives & Innovative Concepts” 
in Tampa, Florida in February. Dr. Ashton presented 
as part of the “Excellence in Clinical Implementation” 
session on Cogmed Working Memory Training with 
students with Language Based Learning Disabilities. 

AIM Director of Technology Rick Castorani and Upper School 
Coordinator Chris Herman have been invited to present at 
the ISTE (International Society for Technology in Education) 
Annual Conference in San Diego in June. Their presentation, 
Deleting Dyslexia focuses on using technology as the ultimate 
equalizer in High School and College Level education. Their 
talk will emphasize the successful use of technology in the 
transition of AIM students as they head off to college.

Greetings from AIM’s New Home!

A Milestone for Philadelphia Area Students Who Learn 
Differently: Ribbon Cutting for AIM’s New Home

On a beautiful, cold, blustery day, students, families, faculty, 
Board and friends of AIM~Academy In Manayunk joined 
hands to participate in the much anticipated Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony for AIM’s New River Park Campus on Tuesday, 
January 3, 2012. AIM Board Chair, Matt Naylor, presided at 
this momentous event with executive director Pat Roberts 
and associate director Nancy Blair marking the culmination 
of five years of focus on the mission of providing educational 
excellence to children who learn differently and to 
disseminating best practices to the teachers who teach them. 
On hand to officially cut the ribbon were Representative 
Mike Gerber of Montgomery County and Philadelphia City 
Councilman, Dennis O’Brien, a fitting team to demonstrate 
the importance of AIM as a resource for the city and suburbs 
of the Commonwealth of PA and beyond.

Blue and gold scissors were provided to all Leadership Donors 
of the AIM for the Future Capital Campaign including lead 
donors John and Franny Glomb, Jim and Frannie Maguire 
of the Maguire Foundation, Helene and Archie van Beuren, 

Ellen Farber of the Farber Family Foundation, Mike Zisman 
and Linda Gamble, Berton E. Korman, AIM Board Members 
Jackie Allen, Matt Naylor, Sam Greenblatt, Marvin Demchick, 
and Marvin Alloy.

The first to ceremoniously step through the gleaming atrium 
entrance to the Glomb/Maguire Lobby were the very same 
AIM Seniors and their first grade buddies who walked 
through the doors of the last opening day in September 
of AIM in Manayunk. It was fitting that the Seniors hosted 
the first Buddy Read session with these First Graders to 
commemorate this day of celebration as one school under 
one roof for the common cause of literacy!

It is with great pride that we share with you these recent 
AIM highlights. Because of the passionate support of our 
Board, faculty, staff, families, and many friends, together the 
AIM community has accomplished much for students who 
learn differently and their educators. From welcoming the 
second lady of the United States, to moving into our new 
home in Conshohocken, PA, to the work of our inspiring 
students, faculty, and expert speakers, it is an exciting time 
for AIM. Please enjoy this Winter 2012 State of the School  
and a look into AIM’s bright future!

Warmest regards,
Matt Naylor 
Chair, Board of Trustees

Nancy Blair 
Associate Director & Director of Admissions 

Pat Roberts 
Executive Director

AIM 2012 Access to the Experts Speaker Series

FEBRUARY 
Stephanie Gottwald 

Tufts University

MARCH 
William R. Stixrud, Ph.D. 

George Washington 
School of Medicine

APRIL 
Daniel B. Berch, Ph.D. 
University of Virginia

MAY 
Steve Graham, Ed.D 
Vanderbilt University

JUNE 
Margie Gillis, Ed.D 
Literacy How, Inc. 

Haskins Laboratories

 

AIM~Academy In Manayunk
1200 River Road  •  Conshohocken, PA

www.aimpa.org

It takes 10 years for research to reach
the classroom, let us help you access the

experts now!

AIM 
Institute for

Learning & Research

Access to the Experts
2012

Speaker Series

AIM Institute for Learning & Research

Please Register Online at www.aimpa.org 

For a full schedule of trainings visit 
www.aimpa.org

For more information contact Karen Keesey at 
Kkeesey@aimpa.org

RAVE-O: a two day workshop with Stephanie Gottwald
February 14-15, 2012   •   8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

$345 per person    RAVE-O material not included. 
Materials may be purchased online at www.store.cambiumlearning.com

Speaker Series: $125 per session - $400 for Series

Register for RAVE-O and the Speaker Series  -  $700

Neuropsychological Assessment of Learning Disorders and Working Memory 
by Dr. William Stixrud   •   March 9, 2012

Why is Math so Hard for Some Children by Dr. Daniel Berch   •   April 20, 2012

Evidence Based Practices in Writing - Don’t Sweat the Common Core Blues 
by Dr. Steve Graham   •   May 5, 2012

Creating Language-Rich Home and School Environments for Young Children
by Dby Dr. Margie Gillis   •   June 11, 2012

Margie Gillis’s work focuses on building teachers’ knowledge and skills to 
increase their effectiveness teaching all aspects of reading. She and her team of 
twelve mentors embed their professional development in the classroom where 
they model lessons and coach teachers in the use of evidence-based strategies. 
She is past-president of the Connecticut Branch of the International Dyslexia 
Association, the Northeast Regional Representative for IDA and the President 
and co-founder of Smart Kids with Learning Disabilities.

CCreating Language-Rich Home and School Environments for Young 
Children

 
AA language-rich environment is important for all children. However, for young 
children who are at risk for school success (e.g., English language learners, 
children from poverty, children with language delays), it is a must. Children 
who are surrounded by rich language are building a critical foundation for 
reading acquisition. This workshop will give participants ideas for and practice 
with engaging language-based activities to ensure frequent child-to-child, 
child-to-adult and adult-to-child high-quality verbal interactions. These 
activitiesactivities will also include practices that develop emergent literacy skills 
including phonological awareness and narrative skills. Some research and the 
rationale for the importance of purposeful and intentional discourse will be 
presented and discussed.

Wilson Fundations® K-3 
Wilson Fundations for K-3 is a phonological/phonemic awareness, phonics and 
spelling program for the general education classroom.

Wilson Reading System® Introductory Workshop/Applied Methods - 
3-Day Overview 
This workshop provides an introduction to theThis workshop provides an introduction to the Wilson Reading System® and is a 
prerequisite for all other Wilson training. 

Wilson Just Words® Introduction 
WWilson Just Words® provides a curriculum for the study of word structure 
through the six syllable types in English and the most common Latin roots. It is a 
highly explicit, multisensory decoding and spelling program for students in 
grades 4 -12 and adults who do not require intensive intervention but do require 
explicit decoding and spelling instruction due to word-level deficits.

Wilson Level 1 Certification
TheThe WRS Level I Certification course prepares teachers to effectively implement 
WRS Steps 1-6 (there are 12 Steps in all) with students reading and spelling 
below grade level and those diagnosed with a language-based learning disability. 
Participants will demonstrate mastery of the Wilson lesson plan, including 
multisensory techniques and effective strategies in a 1:1 setting.

Advanced Strategies in Multisensory Structured Language Instruction 
ThisThis course provides strategies to improve all aspects of WRS group instruction 
through hands-on practice and discussion, and prepares participants for the WRS 
Group Mastery Practicum. 

LETRS 
LETRSLETRS was developed by Dr. Louisa Moats and is published by 
Cambium/Sopris West. The goal of the LETRS professional development 
program is to help teachers from grades K-12 understand the language structures 
they are teaching, how students learn to read and write, and the best reasons why 
some children fail to learn.

LETRS for Early Childhood Educators
TheThe Early Childhood LETRS Supplemental Module provides quality 
professional development for early childhood educators interested in helping 
young children build a strong foundation in early literacy skills. Early Childhood 
LETRS is appropriate for early childhood educators working with preschool and 
kindergarten children as well as early elementary children experiencing difficulty 
with the literacy process.
 

 

JUNE 2012

Monday, June 11, 2012
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Margie Gillis Ed.D.

Stephanie Gottwald is research coordinator at the Center for Reading and 
Language Research at Tufts University. Ms. Gottwald holds a masters in 
linguistics and is completing a Ph.D. in language and literacy. She has 
conducted numerous workshops on reading fluency instruction and assessment 
and on reading disabilities for educators across the country and is the author of 
research articles on reading and reading disabilities.

RRAVE-O is the first comprehensive research and evidence-based approach to 
reading fluency in the literature: that is, one that addresses both overt reading 
behaviors like word recognition skills and comprehension, and underlying 
components including visual scanning, orthographic pattern recognition, 
semantic and syntactic development and lexical retrieval. RAVE-O 
simultaneously addresses the need for automaticity in phonological, 
orthographic, semantic, syntactic and morphological systems as well as the 
importance of teaching explicit connections among these systems. importance of teaching explicit connections among these systems. 

Steve Graham is the Currey-Ingram Professor of Special Education and 
Literacy, a chair he shares with Karen R. Harris, at Vanderbilt University’s 
Peabody College of Education. Dr. Graham’s research interests include how 
writing develops, why some students have difficulty mastering this critical 
skill, and the identification of effective writing practices. He is the former 
editor of Exceptional Children and  Contemporary Educational Psychology 
and has written over 250 publications, including Handbook of Writing 
ReseaResearch, Best Practices in Writing Instruction, Writing Better, Powerful 
Writing Strategies for All Students, and Handbook of Learning Disabilities, 
and APA Handbook of Educational Psychology. He is the author of several 
influential meta-analysis of writing interventions, Writing Next, Writing to 
Read, and Informing Writing -  all funded by Carnegie Corporation of New 
York. Dr. Graham is the recipient of the Council of Exceptional Children’s 
Career Research Award, the Samuel A. Kirk Award from the Division of 
LearningLearning Disabilities, and the Distinguished Research Award from the Special 
Education Interest Group of the American Educational Research Association.

Evidence Based Practices in Writing - Don't Sweat the Common Core 
Blues

 
This presentation provides an overview of evidence-based practices in writing 
for students with and without writing difficulties. In addition, how to teach the 
following evidence based practices will be highlighted: strategy instruction, 
sentence-combining, and text transcription skills (handwriting and spelling).

FEBRUARY 2012

MARCH 2012

Stephanie Gottwald
RAVE-O Two Day Professional Training
Tuesday & Wednesday, February 14-15, 2012
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

William R. Stixrud, Ph.D., is a clinical neuropsychologist who has been in private 
practice since 1985.  He is the director of The Stixrud Group, a group practice 
specializing in the neuropsychological assessment of children, adolescents, and 
adults with learning, attentional, social, and/or emotional disorders.  Dr. Stixrud is 
also a member of the Adjunct Faculty of the Children’s National Medical Center, 
and he holds a faculty appointment as Assistant Professor of Psychiatry, Behavioral 
Sciences, and Pediatrics at the George Washington University School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences. and Health Sciences. 
The following two topics will be presented in this all day workshop:
  

Neuropsychological Assessment of Learning Disorders
 

This workshop is designed to help educators and other professionals better 
understand the results obtained from neuropsychological testing of students with 

learning difficulties.  The workshop begins with a brief introduction to the most 
relevant brain systems followed by a review of our current knowledge about 
reading, math, and written language disorders.  There will be a discussion 
surrounding the tools and strategies that are used to assess cognitive functions such 
as language, attention, memory, executive functioning, reasoning, and problem 
solving.  Assessment of the social and emotional issues that often accompany 
learning difficulties will also be covered briefly.  Finally, attention will turn to 
interpretinginterpreting neuropsychological reports and the kinds of recommendations they 
generate.   

The Neuropsychology of Memory:  How the Brain Remembers What it Learns 
and How to Help Kids Who Can’t Remember 

This session will focus on the various aspects of memory that are most related to 
school learning, the kinds of memory problems that contribute to difficulty with 
academic learning, and the strategies and instructional techniques that are most 
helpful to students with memory deficits.  The memory skills related to 
“automatizing” basic academic skills such as math facts and spelling rules in the 
early grades will be emphasized, along with the memory skills that underlie the 
acquisition of vocabulary and factual knowledge, the retention of spoken and 
writtenwritten language, and the ability to intentionally commit information to memory.  
Special attention will also be given to the enormous role that working memory plays 
in all academic domains.  

APRIL 2012

MAY 2012

Dr. Daniel B. Berch

Dr. Steve Graham

Dr. Daniel B. Berch is Professor of Special Education and Applied Developmental 
Science at the University of Virginia’s Curry School of Education. He has published 
articles on children’s numerical cognition and mathematical learning disabilities and 
is senior editor of the book, Why is Math So Hard For Some Children? Dr. Berch 
was invited to serve as an ex officio member of the U.S. Department of Education’s 
National Mathematics Advisory Panel commissioned by President George W. Bush, 
and is currently a member of the National Center for Learning Disabilities 
ProfessionalProfessional Advisory Board.

Why Is Math So Hard For Some Children?  

In his lecture, Dr. Berch will discuss how research is contributing to our knowledge 
and understanding of the nature and origins of mathematical learning difficulties 
and disabilities. His presentation will cover the following topics: 

• Defining what it means to have a mathematical learning disability (MLD) 

• Distinguishing between MLD and low achievement in math

• The kinds of specific cognitive deficits and delays that impede the learning
   of basic numerical and arithmetic skills

• The latest findings concerning brain mechanisms that are associated with
   learning disabilities in math

• Promising instructional interventions for remediating math learning
   di   difficulties 

• The importance of numeracy and mathematical proficiency for everyday life
   at work and at home
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Stephanie Gottwald is research coordinator at the Center for Reading and 
Language Research at Tufts University. Ms. Gottwald holds a masters in 
linguistics and is completing a Ph.D. in language and literacy. She has 
conducted numerous workshops on reading fluency instruction and assessment 
and on reading disabilities for educators across the country and is the author of 
research articles on reading and reading disabilities.

RRAVE-O is the first comprehensive research and evidence-based approach to 
reading fluency in the literature: that is, one that addresses both overt reading 
behaviors like word recognition skills and comprehension, and underlying 
components including visual scanning, orthographic pattern recognition, 
semantic and syntactic development and lexical retrieval. RAVE-O 
simultaneously addresses the need for automaticity in phonological, 
orthographic, semantic, syntactic and morphological systems as well as the 
importance of teaching explicit connections among these systems. importance of teaching explicit connections among these systems. 

Steve Graham is the Currey-Ingram Professor of Special Education and 
Literacy, a chair he shares with Karen R. Harris, at Vanderbilt University’s 
Peabody College of Education. Dr. Graham’s research interests include how 
writing develops, why some students have difficulty mastering this critical 
skill, and the identification of effective writing practices. He is the former 
editor of Exceptional Children and  Contemporary Educational Psychology 
and has written over 250 publications, including Handbook of Writing 
ReseaResearch, Best Practices in Writing Instruction, Writing Better, Powerful 
Writing Strategies for All Students, and Handbook of Learning Disabilities, 
and APA Handbook of Educational Psychology. He is the author of several 
influential meta-analysis of writing interventions, Writing Next, Writing to 
Read, and Informing Writing -  all funded by Carnegie Corporation of New 
York. Dr. Graham is the recipient of the Council of Exceptional Children’s 
Career Research Award, the Samuel A. Kirk Award from the Division of 
LearningLearning Disabilities, and the Distinguished Research Award from the Special 
Education Interest Group of the American Educational Research Association.

Evidence Based Practices in Writing - Don't Sweat the Common Core 
Blues

 
This presentation provides an overview of evidence-based practices in writing 
for students with and without writing difficulties. In addition, how to teach the 
following evidence based practices will be highlighted: strategy instruction, 
sentence-combining, and text transcription skills (handwriting and spelling).
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AIM students welcomed a rock star to their school this Fall—
one that also had their parents and teachers begging for 
just a peek. Their rock star was Barbara Wilson, founder 
of the Wilson Reading System®. AIM is one of 24 Wilson 
Partner Schools in the U.S. utilizing and providing teacher 
training and ongoing coaching and support in the Wilson 
Reading System. AIM Lower School students (Grades 1-5) all 
participated in creating an incredible keepsake for Barbara 
Wilson. Pictured here, each student wrote on a feather-
shaped sheet how Wilson has helped them to become 
stronger readers. The ‘feathers’ were then combined to form 
an owl—the symbol of the Wilson Reading System®.

On January 20, 2012, State Senator Vincent Hughes and his 
entire staff toured AIM which is now in his district. A highlight 
of the Senator’s visit was one of our unique Academic Clubs 
-- Knights and Ladies -- where 4th grade students transported 
him back to Medieval times. 

On January 26, AIM hosted a visit by a number of professionals 
from Shire Pharmaceuticals. Shire has a goal to fund 
education to improve the screening, diagnosis, treatment, 
and management of patients with ADHD. Our guests 
toured  the school, learned about our extensive teacher 
training component, and met with parents and a student 
to hear how medicines can impact the learning experience 
of students with learning disabilities combined with ADHD. 
Representatives also presented to AIM Upper School 
students on the different career opportunities available at a 
company such as Shire. 

Look Who Is Checking Out AIM

AIM Receives PAIS Accreditation

AIM is thrilled to announce that after an in-depth 18 month self study focused on excellence in education, the 
Pennsylvania Association of Independent Schools (PAIS) has awarded us its accreditation. PAIS accreditation assesses 
a school’s congruence with its own mission and its compliance with PAIS standards. Thanks are due to AIM faculty, 
staff, parents, and Board who participated in this process. The PAIS Visiting Committee commended AIM for:

•  The passion, commitment, and dedication of the faculty  
and staff.

•  The community’s outstanding focus on the mission statement.

•  The level of organization and development of policies in the 
first five years.

•  Its exemplary financial planning for sustainability.

•  The creation of a positive school culture and  
learning environment.

•  The development of strong academic partnerships with  
local colleges and universities.

It takes 10 years for research to reach the classroom.  For AIM faculty, families, and the educators we train, this incredible series 
provides access to top experts in the field of learning differences now.  Visit www.aimpa.org for full details.


