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As we reflect upon the last 
remarkable seven years, we want 
to express our deep appreciation 
to all of you who have made 
it possible for AIM Academy’s 
growth and accomplishments. 
Your generosity, vision and 
belief in the AIM mission have 
taken us from 24 students in 
Manayunk to 240 students in a 
magnificent 60,000 square foot 
campus along the Schuylkill. 

At AIM, bright students flourish 
through a highly rigorous, 
academic approach that 
incorporates civics, geography, 
history and literature in an 
arts-based environment. The 
focus is on the individual 
student, celebrating their 
unique talents and interests 
and fostering confidence and a love of learning. AIM 
teachers are dedicated to understanding best practices in 
their field and have logged over 1,500 hours in professional 
development that have a direct impact on the education 
we offer to our students. To date, AIM has also provided 
teacher training to over 3,000 educators and parents 
through the AIM Institute for Learning and Research.

And as we celebrate the many accomplishments of the past 
year, all of us at AIM are excited for this upcoming school year 
and beyond. We are extremely grateful for the leadership 
support which is enabling our Upper School expansion. The 
Innovation Wing will now house the new AIM Physics Lab 
as well as the enhanced Robotics Lab. 

At AIM we are champions 
of STEM: Science, 
Technology, Engineering 
and Math education.  
Adding Art to STEM 
results in STEAM and 
AIM is very excited about 
the inclusion of STEAM 
education to its curriculum. 
From Legos to underwater 
robots to building, 
programming and 
competing with their own 
remote control creations, 
AIM’s innovative Robotics 
Program is a model of 
AIM’s STEAM curriculum—exploring science, technology, 
engineering, arts and math. 

We are also 
excited about the 
enhancements to 
the AIM Athletics 
Program with more 
sports and teams 
and the wonderful 
community response to 
the spectacular state 
of the art athletic 
field and playground 
complex. Academic and intellectual development is enhanced 
by an array of extracurricular activities and enrichment in 
the arts, athletics and community service. At AIM Academy, 
we believe creative and physical outlets are hallmarks of the 
learning experience. We know that opportunities to engage 
in the creative and performing arts have an indelible impact 
on a student’s confidence, and build camaraderie and 
perseverance. We also know that physical activity has been 
proven to lead to gains in academic achievement. 

To help fulfill our dual mission to provide extraordinary 
educational opportunities and to develop into a center for 
educational excellence and professional development, we 
are establishing the multi-functional AIM Recreation and 
Arts Center. The nearly 14,000 square-foot building at the 
east end of the campus will include construction of a full 
scale basketball court, conditioning facility, wellness and 
nutrition classrooms, expanded arts area for set design 
and woodworking as well as an auditorium that will 
accommodate 500 people.

At AIM we are always looking ahead with gratitude and 
appreciation for all of you who have made AIM Academy a 
reality. Together, we are extremely excited about the next 
stage in our students’ and AIM’s boundless future!

With best wishes,

Pat Roberts    Nancy Blair

AIM Academy—Innovative Teaching, 
Fearless Learning and Boundless Futures! 



3

AIM Academy has always been committed to helping bright children with language-based learning differences blossom into 
fearless readers, intrepid writers and voracious learners with boundless futures. Now we are going even further with Four 
Threads for the Future.

AIM has created unique curricula for late Middle School and Upper School Students that allow them to tap into their special talents 
and passions, pursue their personal interests while preparing for college and beyond in ways that no conventional school program 
can match. Students choose one or more curricular threads as the backbone of their high school career. All threads include 
electives, extra-curricular activities, travel, internships, special programs with area universities and much more. The AIM Threads are:

For all students, being successful during their first year of 
college is a daunting task. They enter a complex college 
system and are expected to balance time management, 
study skills, dense readings, essays, library research, deans, 
registrars, and much more.

The AIM Advantage, established 
in 2012, provides weekly sessions 
in person or via Skype for AIM 
alumni with an AIM College Coach 
to ensure that they are using 
the strategies they developed 
at AIM and building successful 
college habits. Together, the 
coach and the student generate a 
time schedule, analyze upcoming 
assignments, and talk about each 
course. These meetings allow the 

AIM College Coach to both track each student’s progress and 
give them a better sense of what needs to be accomplished. 

Key to the AIM Advantage mission of Confirming College 
Success is building strong habits that the students can carry 
with them throughout their college years and beyond. 

This innovative AIM program is a reality through the vision 
and generosity of the Villari family. Jake Villari ‘12 and his 
parents Pete and Jeanine represent the power of family. 
The path to success for our students is a journey of passion 
and perseverance. And like any goal to be attained, that 
path requires hard work and the support of others. Through 
a generous multi-year donation by the Villari family, we were 
able to launch the AIM Advantage program for AIM alumni. 
We are extremely grateful to the Villaris for this wonderful 
gift and appreciate that they are passionate believers in the 
power of education and the mission of AIM.

AIM Advantage - Ensuring College Success

Innovation &  
Entrepreneurship

This thread is about cultivating the next generation 
of innovative thinkers and business leaders. Through 
entrepreneurial endeavors including Innovation Labs, 
Startup Corps, and work with public/private sector 
partners, AIM students watch their ideas come to 
fruition and their visions come to life.   

Sustainability &  
Global Competency

Students following this thread explore environmental 
responsibility, have broad opportunities for travel, 
advanced studies in foreign language, and focus their 
attention on the value of other cultures. They explore 
pressing global issues including water management 
and poverty through creative problem solving activities.

 

Arts & Design
Daniel Pink notes in his book, A Whole New Mind, 
individuals with talent in design will rule the future. AIM 
Art & Design students will pursue their arts passions 
in the Marvin N. Demchick and Marvin D. Alloy Arts 
& Design Wing. Courses include 2D Studio Arts, 
3D Sculpture and Ceramics, Drama, Music Theory, 
Vocal, Instrumental, Animation, Video Production, 
Photography, and more. Students in this thread develop 
comprehensive and impressive portfolios. 

 

Science & Engineering
The challenge, purpose, and realities of Science and 
Engineering come to life in this thread. Students apply 
their scientific learning in expanded work with robotics, 
engineering and various lab-based scientific endeavors. 
Our newly renovated Science & Engineering Wing 
welcomes them with cutting-edge lab spaces for work 
in Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Robotics, and the Global 
Sciences. Students following this thread are challenged 
with additional lab work, advanced Robotics classes and 

engineering competitions.

21st Century Skills

Four Threads for the Future
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For Middle and Upper School students at AIM Academy, 
travel plays an important role in making rich connections to 
the curriculum and contributing to a wealth of background 
knowledge. A sample of AIM travel in the 2012-13 school 
year includes:

AIM’s 8th graders experienced a week-long trip to the 
Teton Science School in the Grand Teton National Park 
in Wyoming. AIM students were exposed to a host of 
new experiences and natural phenomena, including cross-
country skiing, snow-shoeing, and walking across a frozen 
glacial lake. The students also saw rare wildlife up close, 
such as moose, coyotes, big-horned sheep, bald eagles, 
falcons, and owls. This incredible trip provided AIM students 
the opportunity to practice vital learning skills and create 
lifelong memories while experiencing firsthand the science 
of the natural world.

AIM collaborated with Imagine Science Foundation for an 
amazing Upper School trip to Costa Rica where a dozen 
students traveled to experience the culture, environment, 
food and adventure of this Central American country. 
Students happily embraced the opportunities to learn about 
monkeys, birds, sloths, crocodiles, butterflies, turtles, and 
much more. The group also watched water-walking lizards 
bask in the sun, learned some Spanish, played a challenging 

soccer game against an indigenous Costa Rican tribe 
known as the Bri Bri people and much more. They spent 
quality time at the Sea Turtle Research Station patrolling 
the beach at night watching for large female sea turtles to 
come up on the beach to lay her eggs. AIM students also 
had the opportunity to participate in many adventure based 
activities such as zip-lining through the forest, river rafting 
down class 2 and 3 rapids, hiking through bat filled caves, 
snorkeling on a coral reef and more. This trip provided an 
amazing opportunity for students to be stretched outside 
their comfort zone, to travel internationally, to face some of 
their fears and to become immersed in a new culture.

AIM juniors and seniors traveled to New Orleans in March 
2013 for an enriching and highly academic experience. 
Over the six months prior to the trip each student was 
engaged in a series of research projects and presentations 
in preparation for their on-site study. While in New Orleans 
each student presented two on-site five-minute talks about 
the significant people and places of the City. To keep the 
stakes high, each talk was also attended by a group of 
people recruited from the street. The ability to speak with 
your index cards in your pocket and make sense of your 
knowledge to strangers is a sign of true learning. Another 
trip highlight was the AIM students being honored with a 
special proclamation from the New Orleans City Council. 

In May 2013 AIM presented a spectacular production of Grease at the Arts Bank 
Theater at the University of the Arts. This was an amazing display of talent, enthusiasm 
and commitment of AIM students both in the cast and on the crew.  A record number 
of talented AIM students in grades 6-12 shone in three sold out performances in this 
incredible professional theater.  Thanks to Maryanne Yoshida, Emily Bolles, Emily Pritchard 
and all other supporting AIM faculty, staff and families for making this production so 
memorable!  It takes a village to produce a quality production and AIM’s Drama Club looks 
forward to working together for the next AIM spring musical.

“Grease: School Version” was presented by special arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.

AIM Students Travel the Globe

Aim Drama Presents Grease!
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AIM’s focus on entrepreneurial studies and talent 
development inspires our Upper School students to make 
connections, develop creative problem-solving abilities and 
follow their interests and talents. Startup Corps is student-
centered, market based and aimed to be transformative. 
Music labels, neighborhood cleanup projects, a restaurant, 
and software development companies are just some of 
the student-led initiatives that have resulted from this 
program. While each outcome is unique, most students learn 
that nurturing an idea from concept to reality is hard work, 
but achievable with motivation and a supportive network.

In March fourteen AIM Middle 
and Upper School students 
presented their entrepreneurial 
ventures to a panel of judges. 
From an investment club to web 
sites that inspire teens to t-shirts 
that give back to tech support 
for all ages and much more, AIM 
young entrepreneurs wowed 
the packed room with their 
creativity, ingenuity, and drive. 
All were winners that night, but 
one student, Nathan Batzer ‘16, 
received the highest score for his customized surf board 
fin business. He won a $250 investment in his startup and a 
place in the Philadelphia area finals. On March 18, as one 
of five finalists representing the 105 students from across 
Philadelphia, Nathan became the 2013 champion winning 

an additional $1,000 grant toward his new venture. Mayor 
Michael Nutter was on hand to congratulate Nathan on this 
great achievement.

The AIM awards 
continued with Hallel 
Raphael ‘16 named as 
Entrepreneur of the Year 
at the Startup Corps Youth 
Entrepreneurship Expo at 
Temple University in May. In 
addition she was selected 
to join the Startup team as 
a paid mentor and intern for 
summer 2013.

Entrepeneurship Shines At AIM

AIM celebrated the opening of its outstanding new athletic 
field and a brightly colored playground with basketball 
hoops, swings, climbing equipment and creative play areas. 

AIM students experience full immersion into a world of 
creativity, rigorous academics, arts, and athletics. The  
field, playground, and other capital improvements—  
made to keep pace with the growing enrollment—were 
funded by private contributors as well as a $1.5 million  
grant from Pennsylvania’s Redevelopment Assistance  
Capital Program (RACP).

AIM Middle and Upper School students compete in a variety of 
sports each season. There are opportunities for interscholastic 
competition, intramural and individual sports including:

Cross Country

Soccer

Volleyball

Basketball

Flag Football

Lacrosse

Golf

Tennis

Crew

Cheerleading

Equestrian

Home Field Advantage Enhances AIM Athletics

_DSC2546.NEF
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On behalf of the Board, faculty, staff, and especially the students of AIM Academy we wish to acknowledge the outstanding generosity of the following 
individuals, businesses, and foundations who through their support have enabled AIM to make a difference in the lives of children who learn differently  

and their educators throughout the Greater Philadelphia region. Gifts have been made from July 1, 2012-June 30, 2013 unless otherwise noted.

AIM Supporters 2012-2013

$50,000 and above
Maguire Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Lubert Family Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Ms. Bethany Asplundh & 

the Asplundh Foundation
Mr. George Connell
van Beuren Charitable Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Hans Zandhuis

$5,000 - $9,999
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Alloy
Mr. & Mrs. David Berkman
Mr. & Mrs. Craig W. Cullen, Jr. 

 & Ethel D. Colket Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Epstein
Dr. & Mrs. Steven Jefferies
Mr. & Mrs. Berton Korman
Little Tower Foundation
MOSI Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Rounick

$1,000 - $4,999
Mr. Jeffrey Abrams &  

Ms. Margaret Barry
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Asplundh
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Barton
Mr. Bruce Batzer
Mr. & Mrs. Jordan Berman
BJNB Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Blair 

& Mrs. Claire Gebhardt
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Blair 
Mr. Hal Broderson &  

Dr. Laura Sanchez
Ms. Linda Carrington
Ms. Barbara Cobb
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Codkind
Ms. Rosalie Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Tristam Colket
Mr. & Mrs. Jason DeMarco
Mr. & Mrs. John Ecclestone
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Evert

Mr. Michael Fischette &  
Ms. Charis Gehret-Fischette

Dr. Darryl Ford & Dr. Gail Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Foxman
Mr. & Mrs. Seth Freedman
Global Advisory Services, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. John Glomb
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Greenblatt
Ms. Donna Hazard
Mr. & Mrs. Elliot Holtz
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Hoyer
Mr. Sam H. Jones, Jr. &  

Mrs. Rhoda McKinney-Jones
Mr. Joel Koppelman
Mr. & Mrs. John Korman
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Martin
Mrs. Mildred Morgan
Morgan Stanley 
Ms. Anne Morrissey &  

Ms. Rosemarie Greco
Nararo Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Albert Parker
Mr. Larry Pokora
Ms. Corinne Roxby
Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Rusk
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Samschick
Mr. Jon Smollen & Ms. Leah Kaplan
Mr. Adam Spivak
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Sutor
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Unruh
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Veno
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Walsh
Dr. David Whellan &  

Ms. Elizabeth Cohen

$500 - $999
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bovarnick
Mr. & Mrs. John Glomb
Mr. & Mrs. Gil Hanse
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Haskell
IMS Health
Mr. James Jolinger &  

Ms. Robin Lerner
Mr. Gerald Katz & Ms. Ellen Magen
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Leto
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis O’Brien
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Schiff
Mr. David Tilley
Mr. Herbert Wetzel &  

Ms. Wendella Fox

Mr. Ronald Yoshimoto
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Zwaan

$100 - $499
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Albro
Mr. Robert Baron & Dr. Kim Baron
Mr. Richard Baroody
Dr. Martha Benoff
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Berghuis
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Botto
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Bovarnick
Ms. Barbara Cohen
Dr. Matt Cohen & Ms. Reetu Dandora
Mr. John Cook & Ms. Flo Freeman
Mr. & Mrs. Nathu Dandora
Mrs. Erin DeVault
Ms. Elaine DeVincentis
Mr. & Mrs. Don Di Julia
Mr. David Dickerson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Droogan
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Eikov
Dr. Judith Finkel
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Forjohn
Mr. Richard Fravel &  

Ms. Allison Freyermuth
Dr. Jack Garden &  

Ms. Abbie Newman
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Gedrich
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Goff
Mrs. Pamela Greenblatt
Mr. Gordon Gross &  

Ms. Lisa Oliano-Gross
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Haines
Dr. Holly Hedrick
Ms. Nancy Hennessy
High Swartz LLP
Dr. Eric Hodges
Ms. Harriet Holtz
Dr. & Mrs. Marc Inver
Ms. Brigid & Ms. Marya Kaye
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Keesey
Ms. Anne Marie Kochersperger
Mr. Bryan Kurish
Ms. Anne Ladenson
Mr. Frederic Le Pape &  

Ms. Jennifer Binder-Le Pape
Mr. Norman Lerner
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Levinson
Dr. Michael Levy &  

Dr. Christine Bruno

Mr. Chris Lewis
Lincoln Financial Foundation
Ms. Bette Madway
Mr. Jack Mannke &  

Ms. Karen Burns-Mannke
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Maurey
Mr. Ernest May & Ms. Ruth Yaskin
Mrs. Kris McGuirk
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher McLaughlin
Dr. Louisa Moats
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Naylor
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Neely
Mr. Christopher Nelson &  

Dr. Page Buck
Ms. Kelly Anne Nolan
Mr. Sidney Ozer & Ms. Mindy Maslin
Mr. & Mrs. Geoffrey Preston
Ms. Jan Richard
Hon. M. Joseph Rocks &  

Ms. Liz Greco-Rocks
Ms. Natalie Rounick
Dr. & Mrs. John Rusk
Ms. Henni Slap
Mr. William Smith &  

Ms. Gayle Cathcart-Smith
Drs. David & Ruth Steinman
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Stoudt
Mr. Gordon Walker
Mr. Samuel Walker
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Wigrizer
Mrs. Sue Womack

Up to $99
Mr. Kenneth Adelberg
Ms. Tess Alloy
Dr. & Mrs. Milton Alter
Ms. Catherine Anderson
Ms. Colleen Arehart
Dr. Christy Barbone
Mr. Reginald Battles
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Baugh
Mrs. Carolyn Bjornson
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Blank
Mrs. Dee Castorani
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Castorani

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Cohen
Ms. Molly Conlon
Mrs. Millie Demchick
Ms. Amy Faust
Mr. & Mrs. William Francisco
Mr. Sylvan Freedman
Mr. Jonathan Fuiman
Ms. Robin Godfrey
Rabbi Julie Greenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Gross
Mr. Megan Haggarty
Mr. Owen Hagino & Dr. Grace Ashton
Mr. Chris Herman
Mrs. Melissa Hoerdemann
Mr. & Mrs. Colin Houston
Ms. Debra Irvin
Ms. Vanessa Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Matt Johnston
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Kingsbury
Ms. Adria Kling
Mr. & Mrs. George LaBoy
Mr. & Mrs. Gavin Lentz
Mr. David Magid & Dr. Renee Magid
Mr. Richard Maimon &  

Ms. Susan Segal
Mrs. Emily Mason
Mrs. Thea Maurer
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Ohayon
Mr. Fred Osborne
Ms. Danielle Reed
Drs. Michael & Wendy Ross
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Santo
Ms. Amy Schwab
Mr. Erik Shields
Mrs. Carol Solon
Mrs. Anne Standish
Mr. Yuhnis Sydnor &  

Ms. Lisa Cushenberry-Sydnor
Ms. Erica van Adelsberg
Mr. Richard Wagner &  

Ms. Lisa Learner-Wagner
Ms. Gerrie Weiswasser
Ms. Catherine Wuenschel
Mrs. Maryanne Yoshida
Mr. Steven Zisman

Annual Fund
Annual gifts from the AIM community to support the day to day pursuit of excellence in  

the education of students who learn differently and their educators.

Please accept our sincere apology if we have mistakenly 
overlooked or misspelled your name or the name of  

your business or organization. We hope you will let us 
know of any error by contacting AIM Development at 

215-483-2461.
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$10,000 and above
Shire USA
Mr. & Mrs. Archbold van Beuren

$5,000 - $9,999
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Asplundh
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Berman
Bochetto & Lentz, PC
The Kinser Group
Mid-Atlantic Sports Construction
Penntex Construction Company
Philadelphia Insurance Companies 

and Mr. & Mrs. John Glomb
West Chester University

$2,500 - $4,999
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Brown
CME Benefits Consulting
Mr. & Mrs. Craig W. Cullen, Jr.
Elite Group
Mr. & Mrs. Gil Hanse
Independence Blue Cross

myCIO Wealth Partners, LLC
Mr. & Mrs. Carlton Neel
Hon. M. Joseph Rocks &  

Ms. Liz Greco-Rocks
Saint Joseph’s University

$1,000 - $2,499
Mr. Jeffrey Abrams &  

Ms. Margaret Barry
Albert Einstein Medical Center
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Alloy
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy 
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Alloy
Anonymous
Ardmore Nissan
Mr. Bruce Batzer
BJNB Foundation
Blackney Hayes Architects
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Blair
Cabrini College
CB Richard Ellis

Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Codkind
Mr. & Mrs. Tristam Colket 
Comcast NBC10
Drexel Morgan & Company
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Epstein
Floors USA
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Gebhardt
Greater Philadelphia Tourism 

Marketing Corporation
Gwynedd-Mercy College 
Haverford Trust Company
Ms. Melissa Heller
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Honickman
Mr. James Jolinger &  

Ms. Robin Lerner
Mr. Mark Kancher &  

Ms. Hillary Krain-Kancher
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Kearney
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Krain
Lincoln Benefits Group
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Martin
Morris J. Cohen & Co., PC

Nave Newell
Penn Liberty Bank
Philadelphia Union
PRWT, Inc.
Mr. Edward Rendell
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Rounick
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Rounick
Stradley Ronon Stevens Young, LLP
Thomas Jefferson University
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Tornetta
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Wigrizer
WT Butler

$500 - $999
The Brind Foundation
Corporate Interiors
Ms. Debbie DeLauro
Mr. & Mrs. Marco de Leon
Mrs. Millie Demchick
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Donato
Doyle Alliance Group

Mr. Michael Fischette &  
Ms. Charis Gehret-Fischette

Mr. Remy Fox & Ms. Wendy Trow-Fox
Mr. Daniel Glass
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Hoyer
Jacobson Strategic Communications
Mr. Gerald Katz & Ms. Ellen Magen
Korman Residential Properties
Mr. Frederic Le Pape &  

Ms. Jennifer Binder-Le Pape
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Levin
Mr. Stan Levine & Dr. Sue Levine
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Lipkin
Mr. David Maser
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Newman
NHS Human Services
Nicole Miller Philadelphia
RE Group Development Advisors
Mr. & Mrs. David van Adelsberg
Vetri Foundation for Children
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Walsh

(continued on Page 8)

AIM for the Stars Gala – November 8, 2012

In Memory of Dr. Jeff Blum
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy
In Memory of Dorothy Burkett
Mr. David Magid & Dr. Renee Magid
In Memory of Aileen Cherver
Mr. David Magid & Dr. Renee Magid
In Memory of Dr. Kenneth Cohen 
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy
In Memory of Marvin N. Demchick
Stan & Arlene Ginsburg  

Family Foundation 
Mr. Daniel Glass
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Gross
Ms. Vanessa Johnson
Drs. Jerry & Julie Levitt
Mr. Erik Sheilds
In Memory of David Farber
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy
In Memory of Alma Finestone 
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy
In Memory of Dr. Salvatore 

Giamporcaro 
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy
In Memory of Larry Glaser 
Mr. David Magid & Dr. Renee Magid
In Memory of Hon.  

Richard Hodgson 
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy

In Memory of Benjamin T. Irvin
Ms. Debra Irvin
In Memory of Berardine Kaplan
Ms. Ellen Farber
In Memory of Arman Kartagemar 
Mr. David Magid & Dr. Renee Magid
In Memory of Louise McKinney
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Blair
Mr. David Magid & Dr. Renee Magid
In Memory of John C. Milano
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy
In Memory of David Miller
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy
In Memory of Jerome Raubfogel
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy
In Memory of Senator  

Arlen Specter
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy
In Memory of Louis Uchitel
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Alloy 
Ms. Florence Alman
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Blair
Ms. Pamela Boone
Ms. Regina Crane
Ms. Elaine DeVincentis
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Flomenberg
Mr. Louis Iatarola
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Kaiser
Ms. Marsha Latterman

Dr. & Ms. Ray Lefton
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Roberts
Hon. M. Joseph Rocks & Ms. Liz 

Greco-Rocks
Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Singer
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Slutsky
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Soltoff
In Memory of Zelda Warren
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Alloy
In Memory of Guntam 

Weissenberger
Mr. David Dickerson
In Honor of the AIM Teachers
Mr. Larry Pokora
In Honor of Curt Alloy & Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy
Dr. Jack Garden & Ms. Abbie Newman
In Honor of Dick Baroody
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Martin
In Honor of Bryna Berman
Mr. & Mrs. Jordan Berman
In Honor of Michael Berman
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Berman
Mr. & Mrs. Jordan Berman
Ms. Beverly Brown
In Honor of Brian Blair
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy
In Honor of Emily Bovarnick
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Bovarnick

In Honor of Nina & Oliver Buck
Mr. Samuel Walker
In Honor of Eileen Chimerine
Mr. & Mrs. Don Gleklen
In Honor of Jaiden Cohen
Dr. & Mrs. Matt Cohen
In Honor of Matthew Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Cohen
In Honor of Andrew DiPrinzio & 

Chris Herman
Mr. Jonathan Fuiman
In Honor of Irv Edwards
Mr. David Magid & Dr. Renee Magid
In Honor of Daniel Eikov
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Eikov
In Honor of Michael Erlbaum
Ms. Gail Rudenstein
In Honor of Linda Gamble
Mr. Steven Zisman
In Honor of Isaac Golub
Mr. & Mrs. Bill White
In Honor of Liz Greco-Rocks
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Martin
In Honor of Megan Haggarty & 

Chris Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Martin
In Honor of Caley Hanse
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy
In Honor of Henry Haupt
Dr. Holly Hedrick
In Honor of Elliot & Amy Holtz
Ms. Harriet Holtz

In Honor of Isabelle Jolinger
Mr. Norman Lerner
In Honor of James Jolinger & 

Robin Lerner
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Williams
In Honor of Sue Levine
Ms. Bette Madway
In Honor of Dominic Mancuso
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Haines
In Honor of Tav Ohayon
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Ohayon 
In Honor of Pat Roberts &  

Nancy Blair
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Stoudt
In Honor of Scott Rounick
Ms. Natalie Rounick
In Honor of Austin Samschick
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Samschick
In Honor of Danni Slap
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Roberts
In Honor of Eddie &  

Bunny Solomon
Mrs. Mildred Demchick
Ms. Gerrie Weiswasser
In Honor of Anne Standish
Ms. Danielle Reed
In Honor of John Sutor
Mr. & Mrs. Frederick Sutor
In Honor of David van Adelsberg
Ms. Erica van Adelsberg
In Honor of Tom Waitzman
Mr. & Mrs. Gavin Lentz 

Gifts In Memory Of and In Honor Of Loved Ones
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$5,000 and above
Philadelphia Insurance Companies 

and Mr. & Mrs. John Glomb

$2,500 - $4,999
AmeriHealth Administrators
JS Held
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Martin
Dr. & Mrs. Shaka Monroe
Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP
Mr. Michael Zisman &  

Ms. Linda Gamble

$1,000 - $2,499
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon.  

Wendy Demchick-Alloy
AMA Financial, LLC
The Bancorp
BELFOR 
Mr. Joseph Brugger
The Buccini/Pollin Group, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Kristy Chiaradonna
Doyle Alliance Group
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Early

Hon. M. Joseph Rocks & 
Ms. Liz Greco-Rocks

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Guirate
Haverford Trust Company
Ms. Melissa Heller
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Hoyer
Mr. James Jolinger 

& Ms. Robin Lerner
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Kearney
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Kingsbury
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Leith
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Lowry
Mr. & Mrs. Bert O’Malley
PECO
Penn Liberty Bank
Penntex Construction Company
Mr. Larry Pokora
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Ace Rosenstein
Ms. Michele Rubenstein
Mr. & Mrs. Baird Standish
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Unruh
Mr. & Mrs. Morris Williams
WT Butler

$500 - $999
AmeriHealth Caritas
Armstrong, Doyle & Carroll
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Berghuis
Halliwell Engineering
Mr. Mark Kancher & 

Ms. Hillary Krain-Kancher
Mr. Harry Keller
Kelley Partners
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Krain
Nave Newell
OmniVest Properties Management
Saul Ewing
Mr. & Mrs. Archbold van Beuren
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Wigrizer

Up to $499
Mr. Kenneth Adelberg
Ms. Bethany Asplundh
Mr. David Baugh &  

Ms. Sandy Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Berman
Mr. & Mrs. James Biddle
BJNB Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Blair

Bryn Mawr Trust Company
Mr. Christopher Cashman
Ms. Elyse Spatz Caplan
Mr. Thomas Carluccio 

& Hon. Carolyn Carrlucio
Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Codkind
Mr. & Mrs. Jason DeMarco
Mr. & Mrs. John Ecclestone
Field Turf, Inc.
Mr. Joseph Filip
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Forjohn
Ms. Dorothy Foster
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Foxman
Mr. Daniel Golub &  

Ms. Kimberly Wall
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gray
Green Lawn Fertilizing
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Greene
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Harris
Ms. Nancy Hennessy
Mr. Sam H. Jones, Jr. &  

Mrs. Rhoda McKinney-Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Keesey
Ms. Alexandra Kendrick
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Klein

Ms. Anne Ladenson
Legacy Advisors, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lerner
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Lipkin
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Maurey
Ms. Pam McCormick
Ms. Moira McHugh
Mr. Jake Mello
Merves Amon & Barsz, LLC
MicroTube Fabricators, Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Newman
Mr. Bobby Nix
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Ohayon
Mr. Sidney Ozer & Ms. Mindy Maslin
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Quinn
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Rose
Mr. & Mrs. Chad Rosenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Rounick
Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Rusk
Mr. & Mrs. David Slap
Mr. Jon Smollen & Ms. Leah Kaplan
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Straszewski
Mr. & Mrs. David Thayer
Ms. Jeanie Ulicny
Dr. & Mrs. Marc Zisselman

AIM for Kids Golf Classic and Auction Extravaganza – May 20, 2013

Race to Read 5K and Book Exchange – April 14, 2013

$2,500 and above
AmeriHealth Caritas
Independence Blue Cross
Philadelphia Insurance Companies 

and Mr. & Mrs. John Glomb

$1,000 - $2,499
Mr. & Mrs. David Thayer

$500 - $999
Mr. & Mrs. John Ecclestone

Nolan Painting
ProServ Executive Services
Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Rusk

Up to $499
Ms. Nicole Benner
Mr. John Cook & Ms. Flo Freeman
Mr. Kevin Hanrahan

Industeel USA
Matt Paul Basketball
Rutter Roofing

Mr. & Mrs. Hans Zandhuis
Mr. Michael Zisman &  

Ms. Linda Gamble

Up to $499
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Albro
Aqua Pure Technologies
Arden Theatre Company
Mr. Richard Baroody
Mr. David Baugh &  

Ms. Sandy Martin
Mr. & Mrs. James Biles
Mr. Hal Broderson &  

Dr. Laura Sanchez
Ms. Mary Carney 
Mr. & Mrs. JD Cassidy

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Cohen
Dr. Matt Cohen & Ms. Reetu Dandora
Mr. John Cook & Ms. Flo Freeman
Mr. John Crawford

Ms. Florence DeMarco
Mr. & Mrs. Jason DeMarco
Mr. & Mrs. Neil Demchick
ETA Travel
Ms. Rose Feldman
Dr. Darryl Ford & Dr. Gail Sullivan
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Foxman
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Fuiman
Mrs. Claire Gebhardt
Mr. Daniel Golub &  

Ms. Kimberly Wall
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gray
Mrs. Pamela Greenblatt
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Greenblatt
Greenlee Partners, LLC
High Swartz LLP
Mr. & Mrs. Colin Houston
Mr. & Mrs. Jaime Kaplan
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kaye
Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Keesey

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Klein
Ms. Pauline Knaeble Williams
Mr. & Mrs. John Korman
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Kreppel
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Lentz
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Lentz
Mr. Keith Lipman and  

Ms. Kimberly Lageman
The Lipstein Family Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Lowry
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Lynch
Mr. Richard Maimon &  

Ms. Susan Segal
Mr. & Mrs. Luke Marano
Ms. Ruthe Maslin
Dr. & Mrs. Jerald Matt
Mr. Ernest May & Ms. Ruth Yaskin
Mr. & Mrs. Michael McGuinness
Ms. Debbie McLaughlin
Mr. James McLaughlin
Mr. & Mrs. David Meyer

Ms. Barbara Middleton
Mr. Craig Middleton
Mr. David Middleton
Ms. Melanie Morello
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Moulton
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Neely 
Ms. Ann Nutter
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis O’Brien
Mr. Sidney Ozer & Ms. Mindy Maslin
Park America Inc.
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Ridenhour
Ms. Debra Robinson
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Rose
Mr. & Mrs. Ace Rosenstein
Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Rusk
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Salzman
Saul Ewing
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Schwartz
Seide Financial Group
Mr. Jay Shah & Dr. Susie Shah

Mr. Jon Smollen & Ms. Leah Kaplan
Mr. Adam Spivak
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Straszewski
Superior Play Systems
Ms. Kristen Suplick
Dr. Robert Vonderhedie &  

Dr. Susan Domchek
Mr. & Mrs. James Wagner
Mr. Richard Wagner & Ms. Lisa 

Learner-Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Weiner
Dr. David Whellen &  

Ms. Elizabeth Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. Bill White
Mr. & Mrs. David White
Wilson Language Training
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Wolf
Women’s Health Care Group of PA
Mr. & Mrs. William Woodring
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn Worgan
Mr. Mark Zandi

AIM for the Stars Gala – November 8, 2012 (continued)
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Anonymous
Anonymous 
Dr. Ellie Cantor

Ms. Ellen Farber
Mr. Daniel Glass
Mr. Gerald Katz & Ms. Ellen Magen

Mr. & Mrs. Albert Mancuso
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Naylor
Mr. Herbert Wetzel &  

Ms. Wendella Fox
Mr. & Mrs. Bill White

Endowment
Donors who have made contributions this year to the future of AIM Academy through our endowment fund.

$250,000 and above
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Asplundh

$24,000 - $249,999
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Archbold van Beuren

Up to $1,000
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Blair
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Bresson
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Forjohn
Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Foxman

Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Harris
Ms. Nancy Hennessy
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Kingsbury
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Klein
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Lerner

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Lipkin
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Martin
Ms. Moira McHugh
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Roberts

AIM for the Future2 Capital Campaign
We appreciate the following lead support received for the campaign to build the AIM Recreation and Arts Center.

$120,000 and above
Shire USA

$25,000 - $119,999
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Villari

$10,000 - $24,999
Hamilton Family Foundation

$1,000 - $9,999
Ms. Mary Budzilowicz
Clayman Family Foundation
Ms. Carolyn Feeney

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Gedrich 
Mr. & Mrs. David Lees
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Martin
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Naylor
OmniVest Properties Management, LLC
Mr. Larry Pokora
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Rounick
The Quaker Chemical Foundation
West Chester University

$500 - $999
Mr. & Mrs. Fred Berman
Mr. Thomas Carluccio &  

Hon. Carolyn Carluccio

Mr. & Mrs. Mitchell Codkind
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Droogan
Mr. & Mrs. John Ecclestone
Mr. Michael Esrich &  

Dr. Dana Daidone
Mr. Daniel Fleming & Ms. Linda Wong
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Hoyer
Mr. Gerald Katz & Ms. Ellen Magen
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Kingsbury
Mr. & Mrs. Berton Korman
Dr. & Mrs. Shaka Monroe
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Samschick
Mr. & Mrs. David Thayer

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Tornetta
Mr. Michael Zisman &  

Ms. Linda Gamble

Up to $499
Dr. Curt Alloy & Hon. Wendy 

Demchick-Alloy 
Mr. David Baugh & Ms. Sandra Martin
Mr. & Mrs. James Biles
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bovarnick
Ms. Beverly Brown
Mrs. Dee Castorani
Mr. & Mrs. Gil Hanse
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Harris

Mr. & Mrs. Jamie Kaplan
Dr. Natasha Kassell-Osborne
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Krain
Mr. Murvin Lackey
Mr. & Mrs. Gavin Lentz
Mr. Michael McCormick
Dr. Bizhan Micaily &  

Dr. Simin Dadparvar Micaily
Mr. Christopher Nelson &  

Dr. Page Buck
Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Roberts
Dr. Lori Severino
Mr. & Mrs. Hans Zandhuis

Restricted
From Teacher Training to the AIM Advantage Program for continued success for AIM graduates to  

iPads, robotics kits, and field trips to experience the world firsthand, these donors have contributed to  
an outstanding learning experience for AIM students and educators.

Scholarship
Gifts to support the education of AIM students including those from businesses participating in the Pennsylvania 

Educational Improvement Tax Credit Program and the Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit Program.

$25,000 and above
Stan & Arlene Ginsburg  

Family Foundation 
The Albert M. Greenfield Foundation
Penn Liberty Bank*  **
Philadelphia Insurance Companies** 
SKF USA, Inc.* 

$10,000 - $24,999
Aetna Behavioral Health* 
Bravo Group* 
Commonwealth Strategies** 
Elite Group*
Mr. & Mrs. Gil Hanse* 
Haverford Trust Company* 
PNC Alliance* 

Mr. William Sanderson &  
Ms. Carolyn McCoy 

UHS of Delaware, Inc.* 

$5,000 - $9,999
LRL Capital**
Meridian Bank* 
Penn Square Real Estate Group, LLC*

$1,000 - $4,999
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Cohen 
Mr. Charles Esser 
Ms. Sally Gottesman 
Mr. Sam H. Jones, Jr. &  

Mrs. Rhoda McKinney-Jones 
Ms. Patricia McBee 
Ms. Felicia Mednick 

Mr. Christopher Moore 
Mr. & Mrs. Isaac Ohayon 
Mr. Jeffrey Roth & Ms. Joanna Katz 
Ms. Amy Segal
Ms. Rachel Tiven 
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Wachs 

$500 - $999
Mr. & Mrs. David Adelman 
Mr. & Mrs. Jordan Berman 
Ms. Barbara Breitman 
Ms. Sue Elwell 
Ms. Barbara Gardiner 
Mr. James Green 

Up to $499
Ms. Martha Ackelsberg 

Ms. Barbara Benton 
Mr. Alan Blood & Ms. Ellen Forsythe 
Ms. Elyse Spatz Caplan 
Mr. Igor Cerny 
Mr. Robert Dove-McClennan 
Mr. & Mrs. George Edwards 
Mr. David Ferleger &  

Ms. Dayle Friedman 
Mr. Lee Garner 
Ms. Nicole Hackel 
Ms. Tanya Higbee-Cerny 
Ms. Patricia Hoyt 
Mr. Michael Johnston &  

Ms. Elizabeth Arnone 
Mrs. Stephanie Judson 
Mr. Ron Kaplan & Ms. Patty Lyman 
Mr. George Lakey 

Ms. Liv Lakey
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Lehman 
Mr. Kenneth Martin 
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Martin 
Mr. David Nicklin 
Philip Rosenau Company, Inc.*
Ms. Judith Plaskow 
Ms. M.C. Spiegel 
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Taylor 
Ms. Caroline Wildflower 
Mr. Noah Winer 
Mr. William Yalowitz &  

Ms. Sara Narva 

*denotes gift through EITC
**denotes gift through OSTC
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AIM Academy is pleased to announce 
that Karen Keesey has been named 
Director of Admissions.  Karen 
has served as Assistant Director of 
Admissions for the past three years 
and has been instrumental in growing 
AIM’s enrollment by more than 70% to 
the current number of 245 students.  
She has previously been director 
at a school for adolescent girls and 
has also been the manager of a successful staffing agency. 
Karen brings a unique background in education, business 
management and human resources to the AIM Admissions 
office.  Karen leads AIM’s newly formed Enrollment 
Management Team and will guide the strategic growth of 
AIM’s student community to meet the needs of these bright, 
motivated students. 

Joining Karen are Tearson Morrison 
and Beth Santangelo. Tearson was 
previously the Director of Admissions 
and Financial Aid for the Montgomery 
School in Chester Springs, PA, as well 
as the Student Affairs Coordinator. 
She brings five years of Independent 
School experience to the team as well 
as six years of experience as Director 

of Operations for a private Preschool and Kindergarten, and 
ten years working in the developmental psychology field with 
children and adolescents. Tearson serves as AIM Admissions 
Associate and will work closely with the AIM faculty and staff 
and families.

Beth Santangelo rounds out the team 
with her background in education 
and finance.  She worked in school 
administration at PA Virtual Charter 
School for five years developing, 
implementing and managing 
the Parent Ambassador Program 
providing training, mentoring, and 
professional development programs 
for enrolled families.  Beth previously 
worked in both public accounting and private industry as a 
CPA specializing in emerging businesses.  Beth serves as the 
AIM Director of Student Accounts and Outreach.  

Karen, Tearson and Beth are happy to meet and share AIM’s 
campus and mission with you. Please feel free to contact 
them to schedule a tour, address any questions or receive 
additional AIM information.

They can be reached by phone at 215-483-2461 or email at 
admissions@aimpa.org. 

AIM ACADEMY Enrollment Management Team

AIM Academy welcomes Nancy Hennessy, M.Ed. as the 
Director of Academic and Professional Practices and 
Joyce Rehorst as the Interim Head of Lower School. They 
join our innovative learning environment for children with 
language-based learning differences. 

Nancy Hennessy, M.Ed. is an 
educational consultant, author and 
past president of the International 
Dyslexia Association (IDA), as 
well as an experienced teacher 
and administrator. While in public 
schools, she provided leadership 
in the development of curriculum 
and innovative programming 
for special needs students, a 
statewide revision of special 
education code and an award 
winning professional development 
initiative.  Nancy has delivered keynote addresses, workshops 
and training to educators nationally and internationally. 
She co-authored Module 6 of LETRS, Digging for Meaning: 
Teaching Text Comprehension (2nd edition) with Louisa Moats 
and the chapter, Word Learning and Vocabulary Instruction, 

in Multisensory Teaching of Basic Skills (3rd edition). Nancy 
is a national trainer for Language Essentials for Teachers of 
Reading and Spelling (LETRS). She was recently inducted as an 
honorary member of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society, is the 
2011 recipient of IDA’s Margaret Rawson Lifetime Achievement 
Award and NCIDA’s 2012 June Lyday Orton Award.  Nancy 
also is a member of the AIM Academy Board of Trustees and 
serves on the AIM Research Advisory Board. 

Joyce Rehorst has over 
twenty-five years experience 
in Independent Schools as 
a Teaching Professional, 
Curriculum Director, consultant 
and as Head of Lower School at 
both the Montgomery School 
in Chester Springs and Agnes 
Irwin School in Rosemont. Joyce 
earned her B.A. at Rosemont 
College and her M.Ed at Temple 
University. In addition, she has 
served on several Boards and 
is currently on the Advisory Board of St. James School in 
Philadelphia.  She is a Certified Wilson Reading Specialist.

Nancy Hennessy and Joyce Rehorst Join Aim Academy 
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AIM Academy hosted its first 
annual Research-to-Practice 
Symposium Listen to the 
Voices of Language, Literacy, 
and Mathematics Research on 
March 11, 2013. This invitation-
only gathering provided a 
rare opportunity for some of 
education’s most innovative 
experts to meet and trade 
ideas with 100 influential 
education policy makers 
from across Pennsylvania. By 
bringing together so many 
key individuals in the field 
of education, AIM hopes 
to start a broader, ongoing 

dialogue about how to improve area schools and student 
achievement by ensuring that the latest research in reading 
and math gets into classrooms quickly and efficiently.

Inaugural presenters included Kate Cain, a leading language 
and cognitive development researcher at Lancaster 
University in the United Kingdom, Daniel Berch, professor 

of Special Education and Applied Developmental Science 
at the University of Virginia, Ken Pugh of Haskins Lab at 
Yale University, and Barbara Wilson, co-founder of Wilson 
Language Training, a world-renowned teaching method. 
The symposium boasts equally impressive attendees 
representing area Schools of Education, multiple school 
districts including Philadelphia, policy makers from 
Harrisburg, and foundations and programs such as Maguire 
Foundation and Children’s Literacy Initiative.

“The symposium was a way for educators and policy 
makers at all levels to begin the conversation of how to 
efficiently and effectively bring evidence-based research 
into the classroom. I was able to have discussions with 
district leaders and other researchers; we shared ideas of 
future collaborations. The School of Education at Drexel 
University looks forward to working collaboratively with the 
School District of Philadelphia, AIM Academy, and other 
area researchers to bring best practices to all levels of 
education.” shared Dr. Lori Severino, Program Director of 
Special Education, Drexel University School of Education

The 2014 Research-to-Practice Symposium will be held at 
AIM on March 17.

AIM Institute Hosts 100 Education 
Leaders for Research to Practice Summit

September 1, 2013 marked the launch of the Brook J. 
Lenfest Teacher Training Scholarship Fund to provide 
teacher training to meet the needs of students with learning 
disabilities through the AIM Institute for Learning and 
Research educator training program.  Through the Institute, 
AIM is committed to investigate, develop, and disseminate 
information regarding evidence-based instruction in the 
field of learning disabilities to educators, parents, and 
urban and suburban schools and school districts with low 
and moderate-income students with learning disabilities.  
This need-based fund is established through a generous 
grant from the Brook J. Lenfest Foundation. AIM is 
honored to be able to partner with the Foundation to 
enhance the education opportunities throughout this region.

Partial scholarships up to 75% of total training fees not 
to exceed $5,000 will be awarded to schools or school 
districts demonstrating a commitment to teacher 
training in the top research-based approaches to assist 
children to reach their academic potential.  The student 
population benefiting from this training of their educators 

and administrators must be in grades K through 12, 
and shown to be economically underserved such as over 
70% eligible for free or reduced rate lunch. Educators 
serving qualified schools within the Greater Philadelphia 
region are especially encouraged to apply.

Scholarships will be awarded to support participation in 
training offered by the AIM Institute. Qualifying training 
opportunities include but are not limited to: Wilson 
Language Training®, LETRS –Language Essentials for 
Teachers of Reading and Spelling, RAVE-O, Making Math 
Real, and the Access to the Experts speaker series.

Applications began to be accepted on September 1 at 
www.aimpa.org. In the initial year of this scholarship 
offering, 2013-2014, there will be rolling application review in 
order to accommodate the numerous inquiries for training.   
Thereafter, application deadlines will be September 15, 
December 1, February 15 and May 1 annually.  Applications 
will be reviewed within two weeks following each deadline 
listed. Only online applications will be accepted.

Making a Difference Throughout the Region – 
Announcing the Brook J. Lenfest Teacher Training 

Scholarship Fund at AIM
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