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Channeling Curiosity 
Young children are intrinsically motivated to learn. They look at the world around them with 
wonder and a desire to understand all they experience. Our goal is for Lower School boys to 
head off to Middle School with their internal drive to learn intact.The Gilman Lower School 
curriculum helps boys develop the foundational knowledge, learning skills, and personality traits 
to prepare them for success in school and beyond. We nurture the innate curiosity, wonder, and 
desire to learn in each boy.  
 
Message from the Lower School Head 
In the Lower School boys undertake a journey of growth and discovery. In these years we help 
their minds, bodies, and spirit progress through the normal stages of development and support 
them as they encounter the inevitable challenges and bumps in the road. These challenges are in 
themselves important learning experiences and discovering that he has the character and ability 
to meet them and move forward is an essential part of each boy’s journey.  
 
Lower School faculty have created a rigorous curriculum that channels the curiosity our students 
bring to school each day. In each grade students acquire a broad base of knowledge along with 
age appropriate academic skills.They learn specific content; learn how to think about what they 
have learned; and learn how to apply what they have learned in new situations.  
 
The daily knowledge boys learn is the basis for the development of skills that can be broadly 
applied at school and in their life outside of school. We structure lessons so that boys learn to 
collaborate and communicate with others; think critically and creatively; and develop habits of 
mind that will last a lifetime. Hands on and project based learning activities are ideal for learning 
and honing these next level skills.  
 
As they acquire knowledge and learn skills it is essential that they also develop traits that will 
sustain this attitude towards learning. Lower School teachers intentionally help boys become 
more empathetic, resilient, flexible, persistent, and optimistic. Teachers make sure that failing is 
seen as a natural step in learning. The learning environment is challenging and at the same time 
safe enough so boys will take the risks necessary to advance their learning. 
 
 
Armistead Webster 
Lower School Head 
 



Grade Kindergarten 
 
Gilman Kindergarten focuses on “Learning how to learn” and is tailored to boys’ interests, 
strengths, and learning styles. Five teachers and two heterogeneous homerooms afford our 
kindergarten boys many opportunities to work independently as well as collaboratively 
throughout the day. Using direct-instruction and exploration, the boys will practice conceptual 
math foundation skills in order to understand more abstract number relationships and 
problem solving. Our language arts program includes varied lessons using Guided Reading 
strategies and a leveled library, along with consonant and short vowel instruction. Boys gain 
practice with the mechanics of writing through journals and writer’s workshop. Our teachers 
are proficient in presenting multi-faceted lessons to motivate and reach all learners. Along 
with our solid academic skill instruction, our kindergarten boys will discover foreign 
languages, plant gardens, wonder, paint self-portraits, laugh, play ball, create, make friends, 
sing and dance, write stories, explore books, run, share ideas, climb, use computers, conduct 
experiments, imagine, take risks, count, treasure the environment, and develop character. 
 
Language Arts 
The goal of our Language Arts program is to develop confident and self-motivated readers and 
writers. We nurture strong communication skills and an appreciation of literature. Books are 
carefully chosen to promote discussion of core values such as tolerance, empathy, and 
self-awareness. Individual boy’s needs are met as skills are introduced and developed. 
 
Kindergarten boys will focus on:  

● Listening and speaking skills 
● Alphabet letter recognition 
● “Just Right” leveled guided reading books  
● Phonological and Phonemic Awareness based on Project Read 
● Personal Journal Writing and Writer’s Workshop 
● Handwriting 
● Author studies include--Mo Willems, Lio Lionni, Eric Carle, Robert McCloskey, Kevin 

Henkes 
 
Math 
The goal of our lower school mathematics program is to promote flexibility of thinking and to 
build mastery of skills necessary for analytical problem-solving. Real world engagement gives 
the boys a context for math applications. Hands-on lessons and verbal communication about 
math ideas are essential for learning and woven into lessons throughout the grades. During the 
Kindergarten year the emphasis is on developing strong number sense, understanding patterns 
and relationships, and practicing flexible thinking when solving problems. 



 
Social Studies 
The goal of our social studies program is to help boys create a context and meaning to the world 
around them. Building awareness and appreciation for each individual’s uniqueness and cultural 
identity is emphasized. Students are encouraged to think both morally and ethically about 
themselves as a small community (Gilman) within a larger global world. Elements of the Gilman 
Five are explored throughout our lessons (Humility, Respect, Honor, Integrity, and Excellence). 
During the kindergarten year boys ask the question, “Who am I?” as they share aspect of 
themselves with classmates. They look at their school and local community and begin to explore 
the holidays and traditions both at home and around the world. Research and presentation is 
introduced in Kindergarten. The boys complete a research project on penguins and present their 
work with a “March of the Penguins Parade” each spring. (need pictures from penguin parade) 
 
Science 
The lower school students come to science naturally curious about the world around them. As 
true scientists, one question leads to another. The goal of this program is to foster and motivate 
the interests of these young students and help them develop empathy, resilience, persistence, and 
risk-taking skills. Units are designed to present developmentally appropriate scientific concepts 
in a spiral format from kindergarten to grade five. Classes are a combination of lecture, 
discussion, and hands-on activities. Boys are encouraged to try out their ideas and learn through 
failure and persistence. Assessment of the learning is mainly done through observation, 
discussion, and projects. Learning is extended to the outdoors while working in the lower school 
garden or visiting the local stream.  
 
Kindergarten boys explore their five senses and learn about the health of their bodies. They look 
at trees, seeds, and plants in earth science and explore forces and interactions with magnets in 
physical science. The boys end the year with a unit on mechanics and looking at basic cause and 
effect as they explore cars, racing, and the “Kindy 500”. 
 
Music 
The philosophy and work of Zoltan Kodaly (1882-1967), Hungarian composer and music 
educator, provide the foundation for the lower school vocal program. The music curriculum in 
the kindergarten consists of songs, games, and dances to aid in the development of pitch, rhythm, 
and musical expression. Listening skills are enhanced by singing echo songs and repeat clapping. 
The boys are introduced to the musical “opposites” of tempo (fast/slow), dynamics (loud/soft), 
pitch (high/low), and rhythm (long/short). Students are also exposed to different styles of music 
and the families of instruments: brass, woodwinds, percussion, and strings. The boys perform in 
two vocal concerts each year; one in the winter and one in the spring. Kindergarten boys attend 
music class three times each week. Through all of these activities (performance, singing, 



movement, playing games, and instruments) the students gain appreciation for the magic of 
music. 
 
Art 
The art program encourages the student to express himself creatively and explore the world from 
an artist’s vantage point. The lower school art program aims to foster the creative growth of each 
individual student while exposing him to a wide range of art styles and forms. Through engaging 
and fun instruction, our students are exposed to many aspects of art. Students learn to use art 
vocabulary, as well as respond to and appreciate art. The art program Includes drawing, painting, 
collage, constructing, printmaking, and ceramics.  
 
The Kindergarten art program explores a range of modern artists in addition to traditionally 
well-known artists. These artists include celebrated American painter, Jackson Pollock, Russian 
abstract artist, Wassily Kandinsky and glass sculptor, Dale Chihuly. Examples of projects 
include, three-dimensional penguin sculptures, large scale figures in motion, sculpture flower 
reliefs, pinch pots, and watercolor portraits.  
 
Physical Education 
The lower school physical education curriculum includes physical education, aquatics, and 
athletics. Aquatics instruction starts in the Prep-One year and continues through Fifth Grade. 
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade receive a spiraling program of individual and group 
experiences. Sportsmanship, cooperation, and skill development are given high priority in all 
elementary grades. Specific traits of the Gilman Five are reinforced such as humility, respect, 
and excellence.  
 
Kindergarten classes meet eight days out of ten for thirty minutes. Individual skill development 
and cooperative interaction are the main emphasis of the physical education program. The 
students explore and refine basic movement patterns and are exposed to exploratory and 
discovery experiences involving body awareness, spatial orientation, basic body actions, 
eye-hand and eye-foot coordination, and rhythmic movement.  
 
Foreign Language 
The Foreign Language program includes French and Spanish. All boys in a grade study the same 
language. After Kindergarten, they study that assigned language for the rest of their lower school 
years. Classes in Kindergarten meet one time during a ten day cycle.  
 
The lower school’s foreign language courses are taught using activities that will develop 
listening comprehension and conversational skills. Culture is used to deliver the content of 
different curricular units, and exposure to a variety of cultures that speak Spanish or French is an 



integral part of the program. The goals of the program are to expose the students to the language, 
to help them develop basic conversational skills, and to introduce them to the language used in 
its cultural context.The environment of the class is of one of neutrality and at no moment is there 
a preference for one culture or another. 
 
Kindergarten boys are given exposure to both languages during the year. The boys will continue 
with either French or Spanish depending on whether they enter Prep-One or First Grade the 
following year.  
 
Library 
With over 18,000 books, and access to multiple databases and digital content the lower school 
library, also known as the William Passano Library, offers the boys a rich, global collection of 
contemporary materials to explore. Students enjoy the library daily, as a space to research and 
for reading. Weekly classes with the librarian allows the boys to delve into research, explore 
what makes an award winning story or illustration, and learn about genres that may expand their 
reading experiences. Additionally, the librarian collaborates with the classroom teachers to 
support and enrich studies covered throughout the academic year. Building curious, confident, 
and avid readers who love reading is the goal of the library program.  
 
Kindergarten boys explore books for building their reading skills and discover the scope of an 
author’s work through in-depth studies of writers. To support and enhance literacy skills, the 
students study sight words that are found in their books and shared conversations. 
 
Special Events 
The Kindergarten experience is highlighted by a number of special events including: 

● A Spring Tea Party 
● Trees in Winter Lesson at Irvine Nature Center 
● Kindy-500  
● Penguin Parade 
● Grade Three Big Buddies 

 
 
 
 
  



Grade Prep-One 
 
Prep-One provides a transitional year for those boys who would benefit from the time to 
develop social and emotional skills necessary for success in future grades. Classroom spaces 
are created to allow for flexibility and group interaction and transformed later in the year to 
more independent work areas. The curriculum reflects the needs and interests of the boys at 
this stage of their school experience. Hands-on exploration, outdoor experiences, and methods 
to build independence are integral parts of the program. Boys leave the Prep-One year better 
prepared to handle the challenges and academic elements of the school day.  
 
Language Arts 
The goal of our Language Arts program is to develop confident and self-motivated readers and 
writers. We nurture strong communication skills and an appreciation of literature. Books are 
carefully chosen to promote discussion of core values such as tolerance, empathy, and 
self-awareness. Individual boy’s needs are met as skills are introduced and developed. Specific 
listening and following directions activities are woven into lessons. Prep-One boys will focus on 
a continuation of the reading comprehension strategies and phonemic awareness lessons of 
Kindergarten. They build fluency in reading through a variety of methods including leveled 
readers, Explode the Code, and Raz Kids. Boys build listening skills, predicting skills, and 
practice story-retelling. Prep-One boys complete research projects on bears, the rainforest, and 
the African savannah during the year.  
 
Math 
The goal of our lower school mathematics program is to promote flexibility of thinking and to 
build mastery of skills necessary for analytical problem-solving. Real world engagement gives 
the boys a context for math applications. Hands-on lessons and verbal communication about 
math ideas is essential for learning and woven into lessons throughout the grades. The Prep-One 
curriculum builds on the Kindergarten program. Emphasis is on counting, skip-counting, 
sets/sorting, basic number theory, patterns, attributes, ordinal numbers, use of the number line, 
whole number computation, measurement, money, time, and problem-solving strategies. Games 
are often used to build collaborative and problem-solving skills. 
 
Social Studies 
The goal of our social studies program is to help boys create a context and meaning to the world 
around them. Building awareness and appreciation for each individual’s uniqueness and cultural 
identity is emphasized. Students are encouraged to think both morally and ethically about 
themselves as a small community (Gilman) within a larger global world. Elements of Gilman 
Five are explored throughout our lessons (Humility, Respect, Honor, Integrity, and Excellence). 
 



During the Prep-One year students will focus on “Who am I?” looking at relationships with self, 
family, and friends. How we work as a community is examined with emphasis on building 
character, resolving conflict, and recognizing qualities in others. Boys in Prep-One explore other 
communities and cultures through books, guest speakers, and hands-on projects. Specific units of 
study include bears, rainforest, the African savannah, and the outside habitat of Gilman School. 
 
Science 
The lower school students come to science naturally curious about the world around them. As 
true scientists, one question leads to another. The goal of this program is to foster and motivate 
the interests of these young students and help them develop empathy, resilience, persistence, and 
risk-taking skills. Units are designed to present developmentally appropriate scientific concepts 
in a spiral format from Kindergarten to Grade Five. Classes are a combination of lecture, 
discussion, and hands-on activities. Boys are encouraged to try out their ideas and learn through 
failure and persistence. Assessment of the learning is mainly done through observation, 
discussion, and projects. Learning is extended to the outdoors while working in the lower school 
garden or visiting the local stream. 
 
Prep-One boys enjoy several science units over the course of the year. In the fall, they explore 
forces and motion as they build a car out of recycled material and test it with an air compressed 
launching system. The children see first hand the scientific method of posing a question, having 
a hypothesis, testing it out, collecting data, and coming back with a conclusion on how to make 
their car work better. During the year, science units included learning about trees and forests, and 
the importance of recycling. Later in the year the Prep-One boys study adaptation and habitats. 
They study various snakes and how they adapt. At the end of the unit the boys create a snake that 
can adapt in the sunlight. They use UV reactive beads to create their snake seeing first hand if 
the sun will help or hurt their snake. The end of the year found the boys exploring boat building 
and buoyancy. They created boats out of foil and tested their creations in the stream.  
 
Music  
The philosophy and work of Zoltan Kodaly (1882-1967), Hungarian composer and music 
educator, provide the foundation for the lower school vocal program. The music curriculum in 
Prep-one builds on the lessons of kindergarten and consists of songs, games, and dances to aid in 
the development of pitch, rhythm, and musical expression. Listening skills are enhanced by 
singing echo songs and repeat clapping. The boys are introduced to the musical “opposites” of 
tempo (fast/slow), dynamics (loud/soft), pitch (high/low), and rhythm (long/short). The boys are 
also exposed to different styles of music and the families of instruments: brass, woodwinds, 
percussion, and strings. The boys perform in two vocal concerts each year; one in the winter and 
one in the spring. Kindergarten boys attend music class three times each week. Through all of 



these activities (performance, singing, movement, playing games, and instruments) the students 
gain appreciation for the magic of music.  
 
Art 
The art program encourages the student to express himself creatively and explore the world from 
an artist’s vantage point. The lower school art program aims to foster the creative growth of each 
individual student while exposing him to a wide range of art styles and forms. Through engaging 
and fun instruction our students are exposed to many aspects of art. Students learn to use art 
vocabulary, as well as respond to and appreciate art. The art program Includes drawing, painting, 
collage, constructing, printmaking, and ceramics.  
 
The Prep-One art program explores themes that correlate with classroom studies. An example of 
these cross-curricular lessons would be the tropical snake sculptures which are made from paper 
mache and correlate to classroom studies on rainforests. The Prep-One art program emcompasses 
artist studies as well. Students learn about French master painter, Claude Monet by creating their 
own version of his famous water lilies series. They learn about clay sculpture while creating a 
colorful clay snake. Each year the Prep-One boys visit the Baltimore Museum of Art as part of 
their studies. “The Thinker” by sculptor Auguste Rodin is always a big hit!  
 
Physical Education 
The lower school physical education curriculum includes physical education, aquatics, and 
athletics. Aquatics instruction starts in the Prep-One year and continues through Fifth Grade. 
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade receive a spiraling program of individual and group 
experiences. Sportsmanship, cooperation, and skill development are given high priority in all 
elementary grades. Specific traits of the Gilman Five are reinforced such as humility, respect, 
and excellence. 
 
Prep-One through fifth grades boys receive 45 minutes of instruction eight days out of the ten 
day cycle. Homerooms rotate through swimming every four days. The aquatic component 
stresses water safety, coordination, and skill development. (need picture of boys at the pool for 
the first time) 
 
Foreign Language 
The Foreign Language program includes French and Spanish. All boys in a grade study the same 
language. After Kindergarten, they study that assigned language for the rest of their lower school 
years. Classes meet six times during a ten day cycle.  
 
The lower school’s foreign language courses are taught using activities that will develop 
listening comprehension and conversational skills. Culture is used to deliver the content of 



different curricular units, and exposure to a variety of cultures that speak Spanish or French is an 
integral part of the program. The goals of the program are to expose the students to the language, 
to help them develop basic conversational skills, and to introduce them to the language used in 
its cultural context.The environment of the class is of one of neutrality and at no moment is there 
a preference for one culture or another. 
 
Prep-One boys learn greetings and basic commands, while being introduced to colors, numbers, 
weather words, holidays, animals, and the family. French or Spanish culture is explored through 
song, dance and games.  
 
Library 
With over 18,000 books, and access to multiple databases and digital content the lower school 
library, also known as the William Passano Library, offers the boys a rich, global collection of 
contemporary materials to explore. Students enjoy the library daily, as a space to research and 
for reading. Weekly classes with the librarian allows the boys to delve into research, explore 
what makes an award winning story or illustration, and learn about genres that may expand their 
reading experiences. Additionally, the librarian collaborates with the classroom teachers to 
support and enrich studies covered throughout the academic year. Building curious, confident, 
and avid readers who love reading is the goal of the library program.  
 
Prep-One boys identify the main elements of a story and offer verbal and written retellings, 
through their rich exposure to picture books. The students also routinely compare and contrast 
stories to grow their knowledge of different literary genres and authors. 
 
D&W 
The Design and Woodworking program is designed to include hands-on instruction and learning. 
The objective of the program is to expose the students to the art of craftsmanship, teaching them 
how to use basic tools and follow a specific set of instructions to produce objects that are both 
useful and beautiful. Projects build sequentially based on students’ age and skill. As the ability to 
manipulate tools gets better, the projects increase in degree of difficulty. This program further 
builds skills such as perseverance and patience. Safety is a top priority and emphasized in every 
class. 
 
Prep-One boys learn the basics of the shop, use of the saw, sandpaper and other abrasive tools. 
They learn to make the distinction between various types of tools. Shape and texture are explored 
through projects such as a measuring tool and server for spaghetti.  
 
Special Events 
The Prep-One experience is highlighted by a number of special events including: 



● Gilman stream exploration 
● Senior/Prep-One luncheon 
● Spring Art Show 
● Baltimore Zoo field trip 
● Lake Roland Habitat Walk 
● Grade Three Big Buddies (need pictures from these activities) 

 
 
 
 
  



Grade One 
 
Friendship, family, and community are themes woven into the first grade year. Boys come to 
First Grade from either our Kindergarten or Prep-One program or from outside Gilman, 
therefore it is essential to teach the skills necessary to form good relationships. Solving 
conflict, finding positive ways of communicating ideas, and building respect for everyone’s 
diverse interests are woven into all subject areas. Understanding and supporting each other’s 
journey is an idea discussed often through the year and is reinforced through study of the 
early pioneers and their often arduous trip westward. The boys develop empathy as they learn 
about the Oregon Trail and role play as pioneers through journals and creative play. The boys 
explore the idea of community by looking outside of their classroom and finding ways to 
complete “random acts of kindness”. Packing “thank you treats” for our maintenance staff, 
singing at a retirement community, and making lunches for the homeless are a few examples 
of first graders’ attempt at community outreach. The boys leave First Grade with the 
communication, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to succeed in Second Grade 
and beyond.  
 
Language Arts 
The goal of our Language Arts program is to develop confident and self-motivated readers and 
writers. We nurture strong communication skills and an appreciation of literature. Classroom 
read-alouds are carefully chosen to promote discussion of core values such as tolerance, 
empathy, and self-awareness. Individual boy’s needs are met as skills are introduced and 
developed. Grade one boys will focus on: increasing phonemic awareness necessary for 
sounding out new words, building reading fluency with a guided reading program, increasing 
comprehension skills through discussion and reader’s workshop strategies, and developing 
communication skills through the writing process. Handwriting is taught and practiced daily. 
“Mitten Stories” modeled after the picture book by Jan Brett, represent one major writing 
project. The boys write, revise, and present their own “mitten stories” to parents and classmates. 
Later in the year, the boys complete extensive research about the Oregon trail and our early 
pioneers. They are given the opportunity to role-play as a pioneer and use a series of iPad apps to 
brainstorm ideas for their “pioneer journals”. The final products provide evidence of their 
year-long development of vocabulary, grammar, and writing skills.  
 
Math 
The goal of the lower school mathematics program is to promote flexibility of thinking and to 
build mastery of skills necessary for analytical problem-solving. Real world engagement gives 
the boys a context for math applications. Hands-on lessons and verbal communication about 
math ideas is essential for learning and woven into lessons throughout the grades. During the 
first grade year the emphasis is on building a strong foundation in numeration and number 



theory. This teacher-designed curriculum uses exploration, discussion, and games to introduce 
the magic of numbers. Units for the year include: sorting/patterns/attributes, addition and 
addition strategies, subtraction and subtraction strategies, addition and subtraction relationships, 
tangrams, place value/skip counting, two digit addition, greater than/less than, basic fractions, 
time, money, and measurement. Problem solving and critical thinking are large parts of the first 
grade curriculum. The boys are taught the five steps to solving word problems and given many 
opportunities to practice and learn from mistakes.  
 
Social Studies 
The goal of our social studies program is to help boys create a context and meaning to the world 
around them. Building awareness and appreciation for each individual’s uniqueness and cultural 
identity is emphasized. Students are encouraged to think both morally and ethically about 
themselves as a small community (Gilman) within a larger global world. Elements of the Gilman 
Five are explored throughout our lessons (Humility, Respect, Honor, Integrity, and Excellence). 
During the first grade year, the idea of what it means to be a community is expanded upon from 
the Prep-One and kindergarten years. The boys explore their own campus and learn about the 
individuals that make it function. They learn about good and services while exploring the 
community beyond Gilman in Roland Park. Holidays and religions that our community values 
are discussed and celebrated. As part of our broader community, during February, the boys learn 
about our presidents. They complete a brief research report on one president and present their 
findings through a “Presidential Parade” and assembly. Other winter units of study include Rosa 
Parks, Martin Luther King, and Ruby Bridges. A unit on Tall Tales is followed by an 
interdisciplinary unit on Westward Expansion. This unit builds on the themes of geography- 
location, place, and movement. It culminates in a day-long celebration of learning known as 
“Pioneer Day”.  
 
Science 
The lower school students come to science naturally curious about the world around them. As 
true scientists, one question leads to another. The goal of this program is to foster and motivate 
the interests of these young students and help them develop empathy, resilience, persistence, and 
risk-taking skills. Units are designed to present developmentally appropriate scientific concepts 
in a spiral format from Kindergarten to Grade Five. Classes are a combination of lecture, 
discussion, and hands-on activities. Boys are encouraged to try out their ideas and learn through 
failure and persistence. Assessment of the learning is mainly done through observation, 
discussion, and projects. Learning is extended to the outdoors while working in the lower school 
garden or visiting the local stream. 
 
First grade boys will explore waves and sound as they use drums, tuning forks, prisms, boxes 
and other tools, to create various waves they can see and feel. In the winter the boys have an 



extended unit based around seven basic habitats. This unit connects with the first grade 
curriculum and a writing project focused on The Mitten by Jan Brett. At the end of the unit, the 
children use technology and recycled supplies to create their own planet complete with 
herbivores, carnivores, and decomposers, similar to habitats found on Earth. During the spring, 
students work on a “Space to Me” unit that takes them from space to earth. They explore the 
atmosphere, weather, water cycle, and plants along the way. The unit concludes with a recycling 
project which focuses on how to be better stewards of our world.  
 
Music 
The philosophy and work of Zoltan Kodaly (1882-1967), Hungarian composer and music 
educator, provide the foundation for the lower school vocal program. The boys develop musical 
skill in pitch, rhythm, form, and harmony and learn a large repertoire of songs with an emphasis 
on American folk songs. They grow in competency as choral music performers and music 
readers, and they listen to classical and folk music from around the world. Folk dancing and 
children’s musical games are an important component of the lower school program. Twice a 
year, all students highlight their performance skills in concerts that include singing, dancing, and 
instrumental playing. In addition to their own personal skills and performance, all students are 
exposed yearly to a concert with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra. 
 
In First Grade, the students begin the year by differentiating between high and low sounds and 
identify the difference between beat and rhythm. They are introduced to several solfège notes 
throughout the year, including so, mi, la, and do. The students begin to read this limited note set 
on a five line staff and use the “do clef” to begin to discover the different placements of the 
home note, do. Additionally, the note values of quarter notes, quarter rests, and eighth notes are 
an integral part of their music literacy throughout First Grade. 
 
Art 
The art program encourages the student to express himself creatively and explore the world from 
an artist’s vantage point. The lower school art program aims to foster the creative growth of each 
individual student while exposing him to a wide range of art styles and forms. Through engaging 
and fun instruction our students are exposed to many aspects of art. Students learn to use art 
vocabulary, as well as respond to and appreciate art. The art program Includes drawing, painting, 
collage, constructing, printmaking, and ceramics.  
 
The First Grade art program explores a variety of artists and mediums. The boys begin the year 
expanding their art vocabulary to include the term “highlight”. Shape, form, and color are then 
introduced as aspects of good sculpture. The boys create a mixed media monster sculpture in 
paper mache. A study of French painter, Henri Rousseau, provides inspiration for the boys 
winter project. The First Grade boys use craft paper and tempera paint to create their own 



dramatic tropical landscapes. The boys continue working in mixed media to create “Jasper 
Johns-like” American flags. To introduce the boys to working with clay, they work on simple 
hand building techniques and create a “pinch pot” with a lid. Dazzling colors are used to glaze 
the artwork before it is taken home.  
 
Physical Education 
The lower school physical education curriculum includes physical education, aquatics, and 
athletics. Aquatics instruction starts in the Prep-One year and continues through Fifth Grade. 
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade receive a spiraling program of individual and group 
experiences. Sportsmanship, cooperation, and skill development are given high priority in all 
elementary grades. Specific traits of the Gilman Five are reinforced such as humility, respect, 
and excellence. 
 
Prep-One through fifth grades boys receive 45 minutes of instruction eight days out of the ten 
day cycle. Homerooms rotate through swimming every four days. The aquatic component 
stresses water safety, coordination, and skill development. 
 
D&W 
The Design and Woodworking program is designed to include hands-on instruction and learning. 
The objective of the program is to expose the students to the art of craftsmanship, teaching them 
how to use basic tools and follow a specific set of instructions to produce objects that are both 
useful and beautiful. Projects build sequentially based on students’ age and skill. As the ability to 
manipulate tools gets better, the projects increase in degree of difficulty. This program further 
builds skills such as perseverance and patience. Safety is a top priority and emphasized in every 
class. 
 
First grade boys become acclimated to the shop. They learn to follow pattern designs, shape and 
texture wood with rasps, hammer and nails, and join wood pieces. Keeping physical balance 
while accomplishing tasks with manipulation tools like a hand saw, file, and abrasive paper is 
practiced. Examples of projects include making a small log cabin.  
 
Foreign Language 
The Foreign Language program includes French and Spanish. All boys in a grade study the same 
language. After Kindergarten, they study that assigned language for the rest of their lower school 
years. Classes meet six times during a ten day cycle.  
 
The lower school’s foreign language courses are taught using activities that will develop 
listening comprehension and conversational skills. Culture is used to deliver the content of 
different curricular units, and exposure to a variety of cultures that speak Spanish or French is an 



integral part of the program. The goals of the program are to expose the students to the language, 
to help them develop basic conversational skills, and to introduce them to the language used in 
its cultural context.The environment of the class is of one of neutrality and at no moment is there 
a preference for one culture or another. 
 
Library 
With over 18,000 books, and access to multiple databases and digital content the lower school 
library, also known as the William Passano Library, offers the boys a rich, global collection of 
contemporary materials to explore. Students enjoy the library daily, as a space to research and 
for reading. Weekly classes with the librarian allows the boys to delve into research, explore 
what makes an award winning story or illustration, and learn about genres that may expand their 
reading experiences. Additionally, the librarian collaborates with the classroom teachers to 
support and enrich studies covered throughout the academic year. Building curious, confident, 
and avid readers who love reading is the goal of the library program.  
 
Grade One boys will explore the features of distinctive illustrations in books and continue to 
make meaning from the text and supporting art. Students also engage in a literature study of tall 
tales and folktales.  
 
Special Events 
The grade one experience is highlighted by a number of special events including: 

● Presidential Parade 
● Mitten Story Presentation 
● Camden Yards Tour 
● Pioneer Day 
● Grade Five Big Buddies  

 
 
  



Grade Two 
 
The second grade curriculum was developed to provide an opportunity for our boys to explore 
matters such as friendship, cooperation, collaboration, social justice, and personal and 
cultural differences among people. The purpose of many of the resources we use is to provide 
the boys with an awareness of how their choices (words and actions) can make a difference in 
their lives and the lives of others. Whether we are modeling how to use comprehension 
strategies to become a better reader or teaching a social studies lesson, the activities that we do 
and the books that we read allow the boys to gain an understanding of others, make real life 
connections, as well as recognize the importance of living by the Gilman Five! 
 
LA 
The goal of our Language Arts program is to develop confident and self-motivated readers and 
writers. We nurture strong communication skills and an appreciation of literature. Books and 
novels are carefully chosen to promote discussion of core values such as tolerance, empathy, and 
self-awareness. Individual boy’s needs are met as skills are introduced and developed. Grade 
Two boys will focus on building strong reading comprehension skills as well as increasing their 
ability to communicate effectively through oral and written expression. Phonemic awareness 
lessons continue based on the program Project Read. Grammar and spelling are taught and 
practiced using carefully constructed written paragraphs. The writing process is taught and 
modeled throughout the year culminating in a research project based on the boys’ study of 
immigration. Handwriting skills are refined and cursive writing is introduced during the second 
grade year. Literature includes biography, realistic fiction, historical fiction, mystery and humor 
selections. Poetry is explored through a Poet-in-Residence program in the spring.  
 
Math 
The goal of our lower school mathematics program is to promote flexibility of thinking and to 
build mastery of skills necessary for analytical problem-solving. Real world engagement gives 
the boys a context for math applications. Hands-on lessons and verbal communication about 
math ideas is essential for learning and woven into lessons throughout the grades. During the 
second grade year the emphasis is on increasing number sense and building confidence with 
basic mathematical operations. Addition and subtraction with regrouping is introduced and 
mathematical reasoning becomes a new focus. Units include place value, time, money, graphing, 
pattern recognition, estimation, operations with addition, subtraction and multiplication, 
fractions, and basic geometry. The boys are introduced to a number of problem-solving strategies 
including guess and check, draw a picture, create a chart, and act it out. Their work helps prepare 
them for more complex problem solving and reasoning activities in third grade. This 
teacher-created curriculum combines “Go Math” by Houghton/Mifflin/Harcourt with a variety of 



other on-line resources to produce a program both rigorous and flexible enough to meet the 
needs of all our learners.  
 
Social Studies 
The goal of our social studies program is to help boys create a context and meaning to the world 
around them. Building awareness and appreciation for each individual’s uniqueness and cultural 
identity is emphasized. Students are encouraged to think both morally and ethically about 
themselves as a small community (Gilman) within a larger global world. Elements of the Gilman 
Five are explored throughout our lessons (Humility, Respect, Honor, Integrity, and Excellence).  
 
Early in the year, second grade boys practice map and globe skills; learning directions, longitude 
and latitude lines, continent locations, and more. They then use this information to create a 
reference book with links on their iPads. The second grade year weaves a theme of migration and 
immigration into all subject matter. The boys learn the reasons behind movement of cultural 
groups and individuals around the world. They research their own family story and share their 
rich cultural heritage with each other. Students learn about the process of immigration through a 
series of guest speakers and a trip to a Naturalization Ceremony at the Baltimore courthouse. 
They research the process early immigrants went through at Ellis and Angel Islands. This 
year-long study culminates in a special “Immigration Day” each spring. The boys role play as 
first class or steerage passengers coming across the ocean to find a new life in America. 
 
Science 
The lower school students come to science naturally curious about the world around them. As 
true scientists, one question leads to another. The goal of this program is to foster and motivate 
the interests of these young students and help them develop empathy, resilience, persistence, and 
risk-taking skills. Units are designed to present developmentally appropriate scientific concepts 
in a spiral format from Kindergarten to Grade Five. Classes are a combination of lecture, 
discussion, and hands-on activities. Boys are encouraged to try out their ideas and learn through 
failure and persistence. Assessment of the learning is mainly done through observation, 
discussion, and projects. Learning is extended to the outdoors while working in the lower school 
garden or visiting the local stream. 
 
Over the course of the year second grade students will explore igneous, metamorphic, and 
sedimentary rock looking at erosion and how it changes landscapes. At the end of this unit they 
must create a landform that has all the different types of rocks and shows how erosion changes 
land. Following this unit the boys move on to states of matter, looking at physical and chemical 
changes. This is a favorite unit for many boys because they get to physically create chemical and 
physical reactions. Similar to First Grade, they end the year with a unit called “My Universe” 
which takes them from space, to the atmosphere and weather changes across the globe, to seed 



dispersal, and garden planting and cultivating. At the conclusion of this unit, students will focus 
on recycling efforts by local organizations and explore how they can contribute, thereby 
becoming good stewards of our land.  
 
Music  
The philosophy and work of Zoltan Kodaly (1882-1967), Hungarian composer and music 
educator, provide the foundation for the lower school vocal program. The boys develop musical 
skill in pitch, rhythm, form, and harmony and learn a large repertoire of songs with an emphasis 
on American folk songs. They grow in competency as choral music performers and music 
readers, and they listen to classical and folk music from around the world. Folk dancing and 
children’s musical games are an important component of the lower school program. Twice a 
year, all students highlight their performance skills in concerts that include singing, dancing, and 
instrumental playing. In addition to their own personal skills and performance, all students are 
exposed yearly to a concert with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra. 
 
In Second Grade, the students continue to work with the pitches learned in First Grade, but add 
the new note re to create a Pentatone (a group of five pitches used in many folk songs around the 
world). Later in the year, they also add notes that create an Extended Pentatone with some higher 
and lower pitches that are essential for their grade-level repertoire. Their rhythmic skill set also 
increases to include the half note and half rest, whole note and whole rest, and dotted half note. 
The time signature of 3/4 is revealed, and students are introduced to basic conducting skills in 
2/4, 3/4 and 4/4 time. Simple rounds and partner songs expose students to the basics of harmony. 
More emphasis is added to reading, writing, and composing simple melodies and rhythms in 
Second Grade. 
 
Art 
The art program encourages the student to express himself creatively and explore the world from 
an artist’s vantage point. The lower school art program aims to foster the creative growth of each 
individual student while exposing him to a wide range of art styles and forms. Through engaging 
and fun instruction our students are exposed to many aspects of art. Students learn to use art 
vocabulary, as well as respond to and appreciate art. The art program Includes drawing, painting, 
collage, constructing, printmaking, and ceramics. 
 
The Second Grade art program explores a variety of well-known artists and art works. These 
include Jacob Lawrence’s “The Migration Series”, Paul Cezanne’s still life paintings, and the 
iconic “Starry Night” by Vincent Van Gogh. The boys begin the year looking at landscape in art. 
They delve into the creative process as they design their own whimsical landscapes using a 
variety of line and color. Through this project, the boys build their art vocabulary and learn the 
technique of resist painting. Modern art is explored with the study of Henri Matisse. The boys 



create a watercolor and marker project titled, “Cat on a Mat.” One of several sculpture projects 
for the year is a puppet created using mixed media based on the work of Marc Chagall. The 
results are always as distinctive and original as the young artists themselves.  
 
Physical Education 
The lower school physical education curriculum includes physical education, aquatics, and 
athletics. Aquatics instruction starts in the Prep-One year and continues through Fifth Grade. 
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade receive a spiraling program of individual and group 
experiences. Sportsmanship, cooperation, and skill development are given high priority in all 
elementary grades. Specific traits of the Gilman Five are reinforced such as humility, respect, 
and excellence. 
 
Prep-One through fifth grades boys receive 45 minutes of instruction eight days out of the ten 
day cycle. Homerooms rotate through swimming every four days. The aquatic component 
stresses water safety, coordination, and skill development. 
 
D&W 
The Design and Woodworking program is designed to include hands-on instruction and learning. 
The objective of the program is to expose the students to the art of craftsmanship, teaching them 
how to use basic tools and follow a specific set of instructions to produce objects that are both 
useful and beautiful. Projects build sequentially based on students’ age and skill. As the ability to 
manipulate tools gets better, the projects increase in degree of difficulty. This program further 
builds skills such as perseverance and patience. Safety is a top priority and emphasized in every 
class. 
 
Second grade boys learn to follow pattern designs, shape and texture wood with rasps, hammer 
and nails, and join wood pieces. Boys practice keeping physical balance while accomplishing 
tasks with manipulation tools like a hand saw, file, and abrasive paper. Examples of projects 
include a cat-whale pencil holder, key holder, and train.  
 
Foreign Language 
The Foreign Language program includes French and Spanish. All boys in a grade study the same 
language. After Kindergarten, they study that assigned language for the rest of their lower school 
years. Classes meet six times during a ten day cycle.  
 
The lower school’s foreign language courses are taught using activities that will develop 
listening comprehension and conversational skills. Culture is used to deliver the content of 
different curricular units, and exposure to a variety of cultures that speak Spanish or French is an 
integral part of the program. The goals of the program are to expose the students to the language, 



to help them develop basic conversational skills, and to introduce them to the language used in 
its cultural context.The environment of the class is of one of neutrality and at no moment is there 
a preference for one culture or another. Grammar lessons and performance of dialogs become 
part of the curriculum in this grade.  
 
Library 
With over 18,000 books, and access to multiple databases and digital content the lower school 
library, also known as the William Passano Library, offers the boys a rich, global collection of 
contemporary materials to explore. Students enjoy the library daily, as a space to research and 
for reading. Weekly classes with the librarian allows the boys to delve into research, explore 
what makes an award winning story or illustration, and learn about genres that may expand their 
reading experiences. Additionally, the librarian collaborates with the classroom teachers to 
support and enrich studies covered throughout the academic year. Building curious, confident, 
and avid readers who love reading is the goal of the library program.  
 
Grade two boys will explore the characteristics of nonfiction and fiction books, contrasting 
selections from both genres in a single unit of study. The students also research topics using age 
appropriate databases. 
 
Special Events 
The grade two experience is highlighted by a number of special events including: 

● Experiencing a Naturalization Ceremony 
● Immigration Day 
● Class Play 
● Class trip to the BMA 
● Fourth Grade Little Buddies  

 
 
  



Grade Three 
 
The grade three boys is sometimes referred to as the “middle child” of the lower school. This is 
a transitional year between primary and intermediate grades. Boys move from learning to read 
to reading to learn, and in this process they begin to develop the critical thinking skills 
necessary for evaluating the world around them. They still ask questions, however their 
inquiry becomes more specific and purposeful. Third grade boys develop increased 
independence at this age. They often take charge of their learning and make choices about 
how to best display their knowledge. They may create a stop-action movie for a social studies 
presentation, or use a hand crafted mobile to illustrate the concept of an equation. They are 
curious and enthusiastic. The enthusiasm for hands-on exploration at this age has led to an 
“adventure focus” for the third grade curriculum. The content contains many “boy-centered” 
units including a study of the National Parks, Native American history, the Iditarod, and the 
Corps of Discovery adventure of Lewis and Clark.  
 
Language Arts 
The goal of our Language Arts program is to develop confident and self-motivated readers and 
writers. We nurture strong communication skills and an appreciation of literature. Books and 
novels are carefully chosen to promote discussion of core values such as tolerance, empathy, and 
self-awareness.Individual boy’s needs are met as skills are introduced and developed. Grade 
three boys focus on building comprehension skills, making connections, and learning to 
distinguish between, and appreciate, a wide variety of genres. Vocabulary is expanded and 
critical thinking is practiced through the reading of novels in small groups. A biography unit 
early in the year culminates in a “Wax Museum” presentation. The boys read a biography from 
the “Who Was” series and prepare a lengthy speech outlining the highlights of that individual’s 
life. Other genres include historical fiction, realistic fiction, mystery, humor, fantasy, myths, and 
poetry. Monthly “book clubs” give the boys more choice in their selections and smaller group 
discussions of themes, plot, and character development. The boys develop their writing skills and 
understanding of grammar rules using the writer’s workshop method. Genres include personal 
narrative, research reports based on social studies topics, poetry, and “pourquoi” tales. Opinion 
writing and other topics are integrated into the reading and social studies curriculums.  
 
Math 
The goal of our lower school mathematics program is to promote flexibility of thinking and to 
build mastery of skills necessary for analytical problem-solving. Real world engagement gives 
the boys a context for math applications. Hands-on lessons and verbal communication about 
math ideas is essential for learning and woven into lessons throughout the grades. During the 
third grade year the emphasis is on practice and mastery of a number of math skills covered in 
Second Grade. The year begins with a cross-curricular math unit- National Park Math. This first 



unit, covering place value and addition and subtraction, has been integrated into Social Studies. 
The boys will use real data from National Parks as they work on problem-solving skills. From 
January through March the boys focus their math studies on the Iditarod Sled Dog Race in 
Alaska. They will again use real life data as they problem-solve and analyze race related data. 
Math topics covered include: area and perimeter, graphing, time (elapsed time, military time), 
money (counting and making change), measuring angles, and analyzing data (mean, median, 
mode, and range). During the last trimester, units cover multi-step multiplication (two and three 
digit by two digit), long division (one and two digit divisors into two to three digit dividends), 
and basic operations with fractions. This teacher-created curriculum combines “Go Math” by 
Houghton/Mifflin/Harcourt with a variety of other on-line resources to produce a program both 
rigorous and flexible enough to meet the needs of all our learners. Although the curriculum is the 
same, classes are homogeneously grouped in order to allow boys to move at a pace that works 
best for their learning styles and comfort level. Some groups may broaden the topics and add 
more complexity and challenge, while others will use a variety of manipulatives and games to 
reinforce learning and build mastery. 
 
Social Studies 
The goal of our social studies program is to help boys create a context and meaning to the world 
around them. Building awareness and appreciation for each individual’s uniqueness and cultural 
identity is emphasized. Students are encouraged to think both morally and ethically about 
themselves as a small community (Gilman) within a larger global world. Elements of the Gilman 
Five are explored throughout our lessons (Humility, Respect, Honor, Integrity, and Excellence).  
 
The third grade social studies curriculum features three major areas of study: regional geography 
of the United States, Native Americans, and Lewis and Clark. Regional geography of the United 
States focuses on the geographic features of the country. Students learn about the National Park 
Service and begin collecting Junior Ranger badges. In addition, the boys look at landforms, learn 
to use a compass, and try their skills at memorizing all fifty states and capitals. A study of Native 
Americans includes a look at the prehistoric and historic cultures of the Native Americans with a 
regional overview. This unit allows the boys some choice in their study. They select a cultural 
area and pick a tribe to learn about in depth. This results in a research report and the creation of 
an artifact for display. The final unit includes reading the journals of Lewis and Clark and 
creating a simulation of the Corps of Discovery around Gilman’s campus.  
 
Science 
The lower school students come to science naturally curious about the world around them. As 
true scientists, one question leads to another. The goal of this program is to foster and motivate 
the interests of these young students and help them develop empathy, resilience, persistence, and 
risk-taking skills. Units are designed to present developmentally appropriate scientific concepts 



in a spiral format from Kindergarten to Grade Five. Classes are a combination of lecture, 
discussion, and hands-on activities. Boys are encouraged to try out their ideas and learn through 
failure and persistence. Assessment of the learning is mainly done through observation, 
discussion, and projects. Learning is extended to the outdoors while working in the lower school 
garden or visiting the local stream. 
 
Grade three boys complete the following units of study: 
 

1. The Earth’s spheres - Our earth science unit examines the four spheres (atmosphere, 
hydrosphere, geosphere, and biosphere), and how they are part of the delicate 
interconnected system that drives all living and nonliving things on our planet. The boys 
explore each sphere separately, and then examine their influence and interaction with one 
another through biological and chemical cycles and processes. They examine in depth the 
five layers of the atmosphere, the water cycle, the layers of earth, plate tectonics, 
volcanoes, the eight major land biomes, and what defines an ecosystem.  

  
2. Cells & Heredity - In this unit students focus on plant and animal cells. They learn that 

they are the building blocks of all life. They learn basic parts of the plant and animal cell: 
cell membrane, cell wall, cytoplasm, chloroplasts, nucleus, organelles. The boys create a 
3D model of both plant and animal cells. They take a closer look at the nucleus and 
extract DNA from strawberries. They examine the DNA and learn that it carries the 
instructions for the cell and the instructions the body needs in order to function properly. 
Students also learn that DNA contain our genes and our genes carry our traits or heredity 
from our parents. They learn about Mendel’s gene garden and how he learned how traits 
are passed onto offspring. They look at inherited vs. acquired traits as well as dominant 
and recessive traits. They examine color blindness, widow’s peaks, attached earlobes, and 
the ability to roll your tongue. The boys also work with Punnett squares to predict the 
likelihood of such traits in a given individual. They make onion slides and examine them 
under a microscope. Super cool!! 

 
3. Simple Machines - The boys identify and will provide examples in their daily lives of the 

six simple machines: ramp/incline planes, wedge, screw, lever, pulley, and wheel & axle. 
They understand how simple machines work and that they make our lives easier. Work = 
force x distance. The boys discuss complex machines and that they are two or more 
simple machines working together. Our final challenge is to design, plan, and create a 
Rube Goldberg machine using at least three simple machines. 

 
 
 



Music 
The philosophy and work of Zoltan Kodaly (1882-1967), Hungarian composer and music 
educator, provide the foundation for the lower school vocal program. The boys develop musical 
skill in pitch, rhythm, form, and harmony and learn a large repertoire of songs with an emphasis 
on American folk songs. They grow in competency as choral music performers and music 
readers, and they listen to classical and folk music from around the world. Folk dancing and 
children’s musical games are an important component of the lower school program. Twice a 
year, all students highlight their performance skills in concerts that include singing, dancing, and 
instrumental playing. In addition to their own personal skills and performance, all students are 
exposed yearly to a concert with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra.  
 
In Third Grade, students add to their expanding knowledge of music theory both rhythmically 
and melodically. They identify the sixteenth note (“ti-ki-ti-ki”), along with the sixteenth and 
eighth note combination rhythms of “ti ti-ki” and “ti-ki ti.” Melodically, they continue to work 
the the Extended Pentatone in many ways, including reading, writing, and composing. Third 
Grade also begins their journey with the recorder. The boys learn the “absolute pitches,” which 
are also known as the alphabet letter names. These skills with the recorder help to prepare them 
for their choice in instruments in Fifth Grade. 
 
Art 
The art program encourages the student to express himself creatively and explore the world from 
an artist’s vantage point. The lower school art program aims to foster the creative growth of each 
individual student while exposing him to a wide range of art styles and forms. Through engaging 
and fun instruction our students are exposed to many aspects of art. Students learn to use art 
vocabulary, as well as respond to and appreciate art. The art program Includes drawing, painting, 
collage, constructing, printmaking, and ceramics.  
 
The Third Grade program explores the art of world cultures. Third Grade students examine 
traditional art from Native Americans as well as the art of Australia’s Aboriginal people. In 
addition, Third Grade also takes an in-depth look at the artwork of well-known artists like 
Austrian-born Gustav Klimt. The boys begin the year with a review of art vocabulary and the 
addition of new words and concepts. Gesture drawing is introduced, and students learn the art of 
drawing the figure from life. During the beginning of a new calendar year, third grade boys look 
at the art inspired by carnivals around the world, They create an elaborate carnival mask based 
on the costumes designed by artists each year for parades. The artist Gustav Klimt, known for his 
lavish paintings using gold and metallic paint, inspires “Tree of Life” paintings by the boys. 
Students are introduced to pottery hand building construction using the coil method. They look at 
Native American pots and create a unique coil pot in traditional red clay.  
 



Physical Education 
The lower school physical education curriculum includes physical education, aquatics, and 
athletics. Aquatics instruction starts in the Prep-One year and continues through Fifth Grade. 
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade receive a spiraling program of individual and group 
experiences. Sportsmanship, cooperation, and skill development are given high priority in all 
elementary grades. Specific traits of the Gilman Five are reinforced such as humility, respect, 
and excellence. 
 
Prep-One through fifth grades boys receive 45 minutes of instruction eight days out of the ten 
day cycle. Homerooms rotate through swimming every four days. The aquatic component 
stresses water safety, coordination, and skill development. 
 
D&W 
The Design and Woodworking program is designed to include hands-on instruction and learning. 
The objective of the program is to expose the students to the art of craftsmanship, teaching them 
how to use basic tools and follow a specific set of instructions to produce objects that are both 
useful and beautiful. Projects build sequentially based on students’ age and skill. As the ability to 
manipulate tools gets better, the projects increase in degree of difficulty. This program further 
builds skills such as perseverance and patience. Safety is a top priority and emphasized in every 
class. 
 
Third grade boys learn to follow pattern designs, shape and texture wood with rasps, hammer 
and nails, and join wood pieces. They locate the center point of a base using intersecting points 
of two diagonal lines. Examples of projects include a fish weather vane, Viking ship, bird house, 
and basket weaving.  
 
Foreign Language 
The Foreign Language program includes French and Spanish. All boys in a grade study the same 
language. After Kindergarten, they study that assigned language for the rest of their lower school 
years. Classes meet six times during a ten day cycle.  
 
The lower school’s foreign language courses are taught using activities that will develop 
listening comprehension and conversational skills. Culture is used to deliver the content of 
different curricular units, and exposure to a variety of cultures that speak Spanish or French is an 
integral part of the program. The goals of the program are to expose the students to the language, 
to help them develop basic conversational skills, and to introduce them to the language used in 
its cultural context.The environment of the class is of one of neutrality and at no moment is there 
a preference for one culture or another. Third grade boys begin to add structure to their thoughts 



and dialogs. Grammar lessons continue and may relate to geography and vacation during this 
year.  
 
Library 
With over 18,000 books, and access to multiple databases and digital content the lower school 
library, also known as the William Passano Library, offers the boys a rich, global collection of 
contemporary materials to explore. Students enjoy the library daily, as a space to research and 
for reading. Weekly classes with the librarian allows the boys to delve into research, explore 
what makes an award winning story or illustration, and learn about genres that may expand their 
reading experiences. Additionally, the librarian collaborates with the classroom teachers to 
support and enrich studies covered throughout the academic year. Building curious, confident, 
and avid readers who love reading is the goal of the library program.  
 
Grade three boys define and develop research questions and use appropriate search strategies to 
locate and explore sources. The students work on note-taking and citing their sources. The third 
grade boys enjoy selecting a wide variety of material for their reading pleasure. 
 
Special Events 
The grade three experience is highlighted by a number of special events including: 

● Wax Museum 
● Iditarod Banquet 
● Marshy Point and Harper’s Ferry Trip 
● Poetry Coffee Houses 
● Lewis and Clark Day of Exploration 
● Big Buddies to Prep-One and Kindergarten 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Grade Four 
 
Fourth grade boys “move upstairs” both literally and figuratively. There are new challenges 
and new responsibilities with this move to the upper level. The boys learn to build on the 
lessons of independence taught in Third Grade as they prepare for fifth grade and eventually 
Middle School. Fourth grade boys move between the new personal demands on them and the 
urge to be completely immersed in the social aspects of this grade. Over the year, they learn to 
make good choices, talk things out, be inclusive, and think independently. It is a tremendous 
year of growth. Gilman fourth grade boys are full of curiosity. The exploratory nature of the 
program allows them to take risks within a safe and nurturing environment.  
 
Language Arts 
The goal of our Language Arts program is to develop confident and self-motivated readers and 
writers. We nurture strong communication skills and an appreciation of literature. Books and 
novels are carefully chosen to promote discussion of core values such as tolerance, empathy, and 
self-awareness.Individual boy’s needs are met as skills are introduced and developed. Grade 
Four boys focus on reading actively and critically. Independent reading, whole group reading 
with discussion, and literature circles are all methods used to promote strong comprehension and 
critical thinking skills. Novels are selected based on the boys’ interests and level of challenge. 
Most writing is done through small reading groups. The boys learn to compose in-depth 
responses to their reading, explore the writing process through a writer’s workshop method 
involving drafting and revision, and build research skills through a multi paragraph research 
report.  
 
Math 
The goal of our lower school mathematics program is to promote flexibility of thinking and to 
build mastery of skills necessary for analytical problem-solving. Real world engagement gives 
the boys a context for math applications. Hands-on lessons and verbal communication about 
math ideas is essential for learning and woven into lessons throughout the grades. During the 
fourth grade year the emphasis is to build on the boy’s understanding of basic mathematical 
concepts and increase the ability to problem-solve using a wide variety of strategies. Although 
the curriculum is the same, classes are homogeneously grouped in order to allow boys to move at 
a pace that works best for their learning styles and comfort level. Some groups may broaden the 
topics and add more complexity and challenge, while others will use a variety of manipulatives 
and games to reinforce learning and build mastery. Classes are active and relevant to the world 
around them. Math units include: place value (including decimals), number theory, operations 
with whole numbers and decimals, fraction basics, adding and subtracting fractions, patterns, 
estimation, data and graphing, measurement, basic geometry.  
 



 
Social Studies 
The goal of our social studies program is to help boys create a context and meaning to the world 
around them. Building awareness and appreciation for each individual’s uniqueness and cultural 
identity is emphasized. Students are encouraged to think both morally and ethically about 
themselves as a small community (Gilman) within a larger global world. Elements of the Gilman 
Five are explored throughout our lessons (Humility, Respect, Honor, Integrity, and Excellence).  
 
During the fourth grade year the boys focus on the study of Maryland, building on basic 
geography terms introduced in Third Grade, and learning about the wonderful resource of the 
Chesapeake Bay. Using the books, The Maryland Adventure by Chapelle and Where Maryland 
Began...The Colonial History of St. Mary’s County by Shoemaker, the teacher designed 
curriculum takes the boys from the first people of Maryland, through Colonial times, to present 
day Maryland government. They travel to St. Mary’s City to explore first hand the early life of 
the colony, and embark on a sea adventure through Living Classrooms to explore the complexity 
of the Chesapeake Bay. Essential skills introduced through the social studies curriculum include 
note taking, synthesizing and evaluating pertinent information, and organizing ideas for oral and 
written presentation. One goal for the year is for the boys to develop a curiosity about history and 
its role in shaping the world they will inherit. The boys read about current events through “Time 
for Kids” magazine and Newsela on the iPad. This allows for good discussion of topics that are 
relevant for this age.  
 
Science 
The lower school students come to science naturally curious about the world around them. As 
true scientists, one question leads to another. The goal of this program is to foster and motivate 
the interests of these young students and help them develop empathy, resilience, persistence, and 
risk-taking skills. Units are designed to present developmentally appropriate scientific concepts 
in a spiral format from kindergarten to grade five. Classes are a combination of lecture, 
discussion, and hands-on activities. Boys are encouraged to try out their ideas and learn through 
failure and persistence. Assessment of the learning is mainly done through observation, 
discussion, and projects. Learning is extended to the outdoors while working in the lower school 
garden or visiting the local stream. 
 
Boys in Fourth Grade complete the following units of study: 
 
 

1. Vertebrates - We focus on the phylum Chordata (vertebrates). The boy learn the common 
characteristics that identify vertebrates as members of one of the five vertebrate groups: 
fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals. We examine the differences between 



group characteristics and animal adaptations, as well as what all animals need to survive: 
food, water, shelter, and space. Fourth grade boys work collaboratively on a project that 
requires them to apply their knowledge to create a mysterious vertebrate. In groups of 3-4 
the boys choose an animal group and then work together to create (in the makerspace) a 
vertebrate while taking into consideration group requirements, habitat, and their animal’s 
unique and necessary adaptations for survival. Once the projects are completed the boys 
practice public speaking by presenting their animals to their class. 

 
2. Invertebrates - We explore simple and complex invertebrates. We examine the interesting 

and sometimes creepy world of mollusks, annelids, cnidarians, and arthropods just to 
name a few. We focus on group characteristics, habitats, and body symmetry. We 
conclude this unit with a squid dissection 

 
3. Electricity and Circuitry - This unit is an introduction to electricity and circuitry. This is a 

hands-on unit that allows the boys to learn by exploration. We begin working with an 
energy ball. These balls demonstrate that energy must go in a loop or circuit. The boys 
create a wire tree sculpture in art class and add an LED light to the tree in science. They 
strip and attach wires to their batteries pack, and then add a light to the top of the tree 
using similar skills. Through hands-on projects the boys learn about and create series and 
parallel circuits. They make open and closed circuits by adding switches. Additionally, 
the boys deconstruct electronic toys to explore the wiring inside. Finally, using a shoe 
box, the boys plan, design, wire, and create a special room with working lights that use 
both series and parallel circuits.  

 
4. Bones and Muscles - In this unit the boys are required to learn all the bones of the human 

skeleton. They learn the function of the skeletal system and the four types of bones and 
their important jobs. We also examine ligaments, tendons, and muscles and how they 
work together with our bones to allow us to move. We review the four major types of 
joints: ball and socket, hinge, pivot, and gliding, and where they can be found.  

 
Music  
The philosophy and work of Zoltan Kodaly (1882-1967), Hungarian composer and music 
educator, provide the foundation for the lower school vocal program. The boys develop musical 
skill in pitch, rhythm, form, and harmony and learn a large repertoire of songs with an emphasis 
on American folk songs. They grow in competency as choral music performers and music 
readers, and they listen to classical and folk music from around the world. Folk dancing and 
children’s musical games are an important component of the lower school program. Twice a 
year, all students highlight their performance skills in concerts that include singing, dancing, and 



instrumental playing. In addition to their own personal skills and performance, all students are 
exposed yearly to a concert with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra. 
 
In Fourth Grade, students are very excited to learn the final two notes of the Major Scale: fa and 
ti. They have been waiting patiently to add these to their collection, and once learned, they are 
able to read, write, and perform music with a full eight-note scale. In the second half of the year, 
the boys are also introduced to the Minor Scale, which begins and ends on la. Rhythmically, they 
continue to increase their vocabulary by adding more complex dotted rhythms and the meters of 
3/8 and 6/8. This year brings with it a study of several truly American forms of music - Blues, 
Jazz, and Rock & Roll. From the roots music of Delta Blues to Elvis Presley’s toe-tapping 
“Hound Dog,” the students gain an understanding of the evolution of music in the United States. 
The boys also continue to work with their recorders in preparation for the 5th Grade instrumental 
program. 
 
Art 
The art program encourages the student to express himself creatively and explore the world from 
an artist’s vantage point. The lower school art program aims to foster the creative growth of each 
individual student while exposing him to a wide range of art styles and forms. Through engaging 
and fun instruction our students are exposed to many aspects of art. Students learn to use art 
vocabulary, as well as respond to and appreciate art. The art program Includes drawing, painting, 
collage, constructing, printmaking, and ceramics.  
 
The Fourth Grade art program includes an exploration of the many styles of local architecture. 
The boys look at many examples and create a drawing using some of the many shapes and 
architectural elements commonly found on Victorian homes. The results are humor-filled houses 
complete with pop-up doors and windows. During the school year, the boys look at Asian art. 
They create lively paper dragons in honor of the Chinese New Year and paint monochromatic 
landscapes based on the work from China’s Song Dynasty. In addition, the boys create exciting 
wire sculptures and landscapes inspired by ancient Chinese art. These sculptures are then 
electrified using simple circuitry learned in science class.  
 
Physical Education 
The lower school physical education curriculum includes physical education, aquatics, and 
athletics. Aquatics instruction starts in the Prep-One year and continues through Fifth Grade. 
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade receive a spiraling program of individual and group 
experiences. Sportsmanship, cooperation, and skill development are given high priority in all 
elementary grades. Specific traits of the Gilman Five are reinforced such as humility, respect, 
and excellence. 
 



Prep-One through fifth grades boys receive 45 minutes of instruction eight days out of the ten 
day cycle. Homerooms rotate through swimming every four days. The aquatic component 
stresses water safety, coordination, and skill development. In grades four and five the boys are 
introduced to water polo and compete in an intramural tournament each spring.  
 
D&W 
The Design and Woodworking program is designed to include hands-on instruction and learning. 
The objective of the program is to expose the students to the art of craftsmanship, teaching them 
how to use basic tools and follow a specific set of instructions to produce objects that are both 
useful and beautiful. Projects build sequentially based on students’ age and skill. As the ability to 
manipulate tools gets better, the projects increase in degree of difficulty. This program further 
builds skills such as perseverance and patience. Safety is a top priority and emphasized in every 
class. 
 
Fourth grade boys work with measurement accuracy. The learn knot tying, and gain practice with 
the drill, saw, backsaw, and stippling. Examples of projects include wind chimes, climbing bear, 
and marble maze.  
 
Foreign Language 
The Foreign Language program includes French and Spanish. All boys in a grade study the same 
language. After Kindergarten, they study that assigned language for the rest of their lower school 
years. Classes meet six times during a ten day cycle.  
 
The lower school’s foreign language courses are taught using activities that develop listening 
comprehension and conversational skills. Culture is used to deliver the content of different 
curricular units, and exposure to a variety of cultures that speak Spanish or French is an integral 
part of the program. The goals of the program are to expose the students to the language, to help 
them develop basic conversational skills, and to introduce them to the language used in its 
cultural context.The environment of the class is of one of neutrality and at no moment is there a 
preference for one culture or another. 
 
Library 
With over 18,000 books, and access to multiple databases and digital content the lower school 
library, also known as the William Passano Library, offers the boys a rich, global collection of 
contemporary materials to explore. Students enjoy the library daily, as a space to research and 
for reading. Weekly classes with the librarian allows the boys to delve into research, explore 
what makes an award winning story or illustration, and learn about genres that may expand their 
reading experiences. Additionally, the librarian collaborates with the classroom teachers to 



support and enrich studies covered throughout the academic year. Building curious, confident, 
and avid readers who love reading is the goal of the library program.  
 
Grade four boys delve into biographical research and focus on innovators. Students continue to 
refine their research skills as they examine, select, and utilize sources tailored to their question. 
Fourth grade boys also locate and read award-winning literature.  
 
Special Events 
The grade four experience is highlighted by a number of special events including: 

● Overnight to St. Mary’s City 
● Genesee Valley Day Trip 
● Class Plays 
● Book Talks with Bryn Mawr School 
● International 4th/5th Soccer Tournament  
● Math Fair 
● Living Classrooms Trip 
● Big Buddies to Second Grade (need pictures of these events) 

  
 
  



Grade Five  
 
The fifth grade year is one of transition from Lower School to Middle School. Boys are 
grouped by homerooms that reflect the diverse learners and interests of the class. Homeroom 
teachers and our learning specialist work with the boys to reinforce good study skills and 
organization in order to make the move to Middle School easier. Two overnight field trip 
experiences give the boys a sense of unity and help them bond as a class. Fifth grade boys are 
given more responsibilities and considered leaders in the school. They are encouraged to set 
an example by modeling the Gilman Five on a daily basis.  
 
Language Arts 
The goal of our Language Arts program is to develop confident and self-motivated readers and 
writers. We nurture strong communication skills and an appreciation of literature. Books and 
novels are carefully chosen to promote discussion of core values such as tolerance, empathy, and 
self-awareness. Individual boy’s needs are met as skills are introduced and developed. Fifth 
Grade builds on the reading and writing skills taught and practiced in Grade Four. Spelling, 
writing, and grammar are taught in homerooms while reading comprehension skills, constructed 
written responses, and vocabulary are explored in four smaller, heterogeneous reading groups. 
Novels are selected based on genre, links to interdisciplinary units, and complexity of ideas. 
Examples of genres include: fantasy, historical fiction, graphic novels, and realistic fiction. 
During this last year of Lower School, the boys are challenged to think critically and express 
their ideas both orally and in written form. Citing evidence from the text or source to support 
ideas and opinions is encouraged and modeled.  
 
A variety of writing experiences continues the development of skills. Through the writer’s 
workshop model, the boys learn to brainstorm, draft, revise, and confer about their writing. A 
personal narrative early in the year builds confidence in writing as the boys use creative language 
to illustrate an adventure they experienced at Echo Hill. Towards the end of Fifth Grade the boys 
use research skills taught in library class to compose a research report on a Colonial topic of their 
choosing. They use primary sources, work through multiple drafts, and publish a final piece that 
contains graphics and cites sources.  
 
Math 
The goal of our lower school mathematics program is to promote flexibility of thinking and to 
build mastery of skills necessary for analytical problem-solving. Real world engagement gives 
the boys a context for math applications. Hands-on lessons and verbal communication about 
math ideas is essential for learning and woven into lessons throughout the grades. During the 
fifth grade year the emphasis is on building a sound conceptual understanding of mathematical 
concepts introduced in Third and Fourth Grade. Boys leave Fifth Grade with mastery of whole 



number and decimal operations as well as a broad understanding of number theory as applied to 
work with fractions. Problem solving skills are practiced routinely and group work is employed 
to tackle complex, multi-step challenges. Although the curriculum is the same, classes are 
homogeneously grouped in order to allow boys to move at a pace that works best for their 
learning styles and comfort level. Some groups may broaden the topics and add more complexity 
and challenge, while others will use a variety of manipulatives and games to reinforce learning 
and build mastery. Classes are active and relevant to the world around them. Math units include: 
place value (including decimals), number theory, operations with whole numbers and decimals, 
fraction basics, all operations with fractions, percents, the relationship between 
percent/decimal/fraction, ratio and proportions, estimation, patterns, measurement, basic 
geometry, and area/perimeter of geometric shapes.  
 
Social Studies 
The goal of our social studies program is to help boys create a context and meaning to the world 
around them. Building awareness and appreciation for each individual’s uniqueness and cultural 
identity is emphasized. Students are encouraged to think both morally and ethically about 
themselves as a small community (Gilman) within a larger global world. Elements of the Gilman 
Five are explored throughout our lessons (Humility, Respect, Honor, Integrity, and Excellence). 
 
During the fifth grade year, boys study the Colonial Period up to and including the Revolutionary 
War. Joy Hakim’s text, Making Thirteen Colonies, is used as a framework for study. Emphasis is 
on using primary source documents to understand the early formation of our country. Big ideas 
include: basic human rights, the function of government, how trade and economics impact 
society, and the meaning of dissension. Research projects, written essay responses, debates, and 
discussion form the basis of assessment. Every year in May the boys present their knowledge of 
the Colonial period by hosting a “Colonial Day”. There are musical performances, 
re-enactments, and a debate between colonists and loyalists.’ 
 
Science 
The lower school students come to science naturally curious about the world around them. As 
true scientists, one question leads to another. The goal of this program is to foster and motivate 
the interests of these young students and help them develop empathy, resilience, persistence, and 
risk-taking skills. Units are designed to present developmentally appropriate scientific concepts 
in a spirally format from Kindergarten to Grade Five. Classes are a combination of lecture, 
discussion, and hands-on activities. Boys are encouraged to try out their ideas and learn through 
failure and persistence. Assessment of the learning is mainly done through observation, 
discussion, and projects. Learning is extended to the outdoors while working in the lower school 
garden or visiting the local stream. 
 



Boys in Grade Five will complete the following units of study: 
 

1. Chemistry - Students begin by identifying and defining matter and its properties. The 
students learn to read the periodic table, and then examine the atom, subatomic particles, 
atomic structure, molecules, compounds, mixtures, phases of matter, and chemical and 
physical changes. There are lots of hands-on activities to support curriculum. Each Fifth 
Grader was given a different element to research and then creates a “Wanted Poster” for 
that element. 

 
2. Bridges - Students explore the physics of bridge building. They begin by studying the 

design and history of three bridge types: beam, arch, and suspension. The boys are 
introduced to the forces that affect all bridges: compression and tension. Classroom 
activities include creating paper structures and various straw bridges. They predict, test, 
and observe the effects of compression and tension on these structures by placing pennies 
on them to simulate a “live load”. They examine the advantages of triangles, trusses, 
cables, and overlapping plates in bridge deck design. As a final challenge, the boys are 
placed in groups, given limited supplies, and asked to apply what they have learned to 
design and then build the strongest bridge they can using one pound of spaghetti and hot 
glue. 

 
3. Water - This is a cross-curricular unit on water. Fifth Grade students read A Long Walk 

to Water in the Language Arts class. In science, we look at the freshwater crisis on our 
planet. The boys learn that 0.007% of the planet’s water is available to feed and fuel 6.8 
billion people that live here. Water is essential to all life, so this finite resource is under 
ever increasing pressure to meet the demands of a growing population, and a myriad of 
environmental, political, economic and social forces. Additionally, we examine the water 
cycle and how humans are impacting it. The boys look at freshwater usages and how this 
affects water quality and supply. They examine freshwater privatization and water as a 
catalyst for wealth, power, and war. The final activity is their own “long walk with 
water” around Gilman’s campus.  

 
4. Respiration and Circulation systems -Students explore the anatomy, physiology & 

functions of the lungs, heart, blood vessels and blood. The boys learn these body systems 
through hands-on lab activities, animal dissections, and games. 

  
5. Garden - All lower school grades are working together to establish a new garden outside 

the Lower School. Boys clean and clear the beds in the fall and plant in the late spring. 
One special garden is the colonial herb garden that the Fifth Graders will use for their 
study of Colonial America. (need picture of boys in science and colonial garden) 



 
Music 
The philosophy and work of Zoltan Kodaly (1882-1967), Hungarian composer and music 
educator, provide the foundation for the lower school vocal program. The boys develop musical 
skill in pitch, rhythm, form, and harmony and learn a large repertoire of songs with an emphasis 
on American folk songs. They grow in competency as choral music performers and music 
readers, and they listen to classical and folk music from around the world. Folk dancing and 
children’s musical games are an important component of the lower school program. Twice a 
year, all students highlight their performance skills in concerts that include singing, dancing, and 
instrumental playing. In addition to their own personal skills and performance, all students are 
exposed yearly to a concert with the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra. 
 
In Fifth Grade, the students have a change from the General Music track to a two-fold Choral 
and Instrumental program. All boys study a band instrument from either the woodwind or brass 
family, which culminates in a Fifth Grade Band performance in the spring. The students are also 
all in the Fifth Grade Chorus, a performance-based ensemble which is asked to perform at 
various school-wide events throughout the year. The boys learn more complicated repertoire, 
from unison singing to three part harmony. They refine their skills through extensive warm-ups 
and tone development meant to prepare their voices for a lifetime of singing. 
 
Art 
The art program encourages the student to express himself creatively and explore the world from 
an artist’s vantage point. The lower school art program aims to foster the creative growth of each 
individual student while exposing him to a wide range of art styles and forms. Through engaging 
and fun instruction our students are exposed to many aspects of art. Students learn to use art 
vocabulary, as well as respond to and appreciate art. The art program Includes drawing, painting, 
collage, constructing, printmaking, and ceramics.  
 
The Fifth Grade program explores a variety of world art including the art of Ancient Egypt and 
mask-making from the Democratic Republic of the Congo. The boys begin the year with a study 
of architecture as an art form and artistic expression. Their task is to create a work inspired by 
the architectural masterpiece, St. Basil’s Cathedral of Moscow. Using watercolor, pencil, and 
metallic paints, the boys design their own masterpieces. The boys are challenged to create a 
mask design using a simple embossing technique. The look at masks from the Democratic 
Republic of Condo for inspiration. Our fifth grade art program culminates with an 
autobiographical figurative sculpture made from wire and plaster. These “self-portraits” reflect 
the diversity of interests held by our fifth grade boys and are a highlight of our yearly art show.  
 
 



Physical Education 
The lower school physical education curriculum includes physical education, aquatics, and 
athletics. Aquatics instruction starts in the Prep-One year and continues through Fifth Grade. 
Kindergarten through Fifth Grade receive a spiraling program of individual and group 
experiences. Sportsmanship, cooperation, and skill development are given high priority in all 
elementary grades. Specific traits of the Gilman Five are reinforced such as humility, respect, 
and excellence. 
 
 Prep-One through fifth grades boys receive 45 minutes of instruction eight days out of the ten 
day cycle. Homerooms rotate through swimming every four days. The aquatic component 
stresses water safety, coordination, and skill development. In grades four and five the boys are 
introduced to water polo and compete in an intramural tournament each spring.  
 
D&W 
The Design and Woodworking program is designed to include hands-on instruction and learning. 
The objective of the program is to expose the students to the art of craftsmanship, teaching them 
how to use basic tools and follow a specific set of instructions to produce objects that are both 
useful and beautiful. Projects build sequentially based on students’ age and skill. As the ability to 
manipulate tools gets better, the projects increase in degree of difficulty. This program further 
builds skills such as perseverance and patience. Safety is a top priority and emphasized in every 
class. 
 
Fifth grade boys build on the skills of previous grades and take on greater challenges. They work 
with measurement, finding centers and points of reference, and enlarging a drawing to scale. 
They use a bench plane, scroll saw, and a stationary drill press for construction of a lamp, which 
they then learn to wire using a simple circuit. Examples of projects include: a tool box, working 
lamp, and school house clock.  
 
Foreign Language 
The Foreign Language program includes French and Spanish. All boys in a grade study the same 
language. After Kindergarten, they study that assigned language for the rest of their lower school 
years. Classes meet six times during a ten day cycle.  
 
The lower school’s foreign language courses are taught using activities that will develop 
listening comprehension and conversational skills. Culture is used to deliver the content of 
different curricular units, and exposure to a variety of cultures that speak Spanish or French is an 
integral part of the program. The goals of the program are to expose the students to the language, 
to help them develop basic conversational skills, and to introduce them to the language used in 



its cultural context. The environment of the class is of one of neutrality and at no moment is 
there a preference for one culture or another. 
 
Library 
With over 18,000 books, and access to multiple databases and digital content the lower school 
library, also known as the William Passano Library, offers the boys a rich, global collection of 
contemporary materials to explore. Students enjoy the library daily, as a space to research and 
for reading. Weekly classes with the librarian allows the boys to delve into research, explore 
what makes an award winning story or illustration, and learn about genres that may expand their 
reading experiences. Additionally, the librarian collaborates with the classroom teachers to 
support and enrich studies covered throughout the academic year. Building curious, confident, 
and avid readers who love reading is the goal of the library program.  
 
Grade five boys will refine and develop their research skills through historical research projects. 
Students also work on identifying age-appropriate authors and building their knowledge of a 
wide variety of literary genres.  
 
Special Events 
The grade five experience is highlighted by a number of special events including: 

● Four day/three night trip to Echo Hill Outdoor School 
● Class Plays 
● Little Buddies to First Grade 
● Faculty/5th Grade Basketball Game 
● Overnight trip to Jamestown/Williamsburg 
● International 4th/5th Soccer Tournament 
● Colonial Day 

 


