
Academic Information Meeting
Fredericksburg High School

 for 9th-11th Graders



FHS Administration

Chris Weirich, Principal

Marti Spruiell, Assistant Principal
Students:  A - L

Kade Eckert, Assistant Principal
Students:  M - Z



Joel Bush Students: A - D
joelb@fisd.org

Jenny Immel Students: E - L
jennyi@fisd.org

Kathie Hardison Students: S - Z
kathieh@fisd.org

Summer Van Students: M - R
summerv@fisd.org

FHS Counseling Center
COUNSELORS



FHS Counseling Center Staff

REGISTRAR

Kathryn Shepherd
kathryns@fisd.org

SECRETARY

Tina Reavis
tinar@fisd.org

Call us at 830.997.7551



THIS IS ALTER WILLIAM

STOLZ, JR.

You’ll be seeing a lot of him...

A.K.A. “BILLIE”



Keep Up With Us on Social Media





ARE YOU:  
  College
Career
Military
Ready?

What is 
CCMR?



READY for the Workforce!

READY for College/University!

READY for Technical/Trade School!

READY for the Military!

Our goal is for EVERY STUDENT to leave FHS ...Our goal is for EVERY STUDENT to leave FHS ...



READY for LIFE!READY for LIFE!
I’M READY!



AP Exams
3 or higher on any AP Exam

Dual Credit
3 hours of DC Math OR

3 hours of DC English OR
9 hours of DC any subject

Dual Enrollment
Successful completion of any

OnRamps course

COLLEGE READY
To earn a point in this area you need to have at least one from each list:

ELA
SAT:  480+
ACT:  19+ (and 23+ Composite)
TSI:  945+ & 5 on the Essay
College Prep English:  90+

MATH
SAT:  530+
ACT:  19+ (and 23+ Composite)
TSI:  950 + 
College Prep Math:  90+



CAREER READY

MILITARY READY

Earn an industry-based
certification (IBC), earn a

level 1 or level 2
certificate, or earn an

associate’s degree

TO SEE WHAT IBC’S
WE OFFER HERE AT

FHS, GO TO THIS
LINK:

Enlistment in any branch of the United States Armed Forces (Army, Navy,
Air Force, Marines, Coast Guard).  Proof of Enlistment (DD Form 4) must

be submitted to the FHS Counseling Center.







Requirements



4 credits of English
3 credits of Math

3 credits of Science
3 credits of Social

Studies
2 credits of LOTE
1 credit of Fine Art

1 credit of PE
.5 credit of Speech

4.5 credits of Electives

= 22 credits

Whipped Cream = DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT

Every student must choose ONE.
Arts & Humanities
Business & Industry
Public Services
STEM
Multidisciplinary Studies

PLUS:
 1 additional Math

1 additional Science
2 additional Electives

= 26 credits

Meet the curriculum
requirements for at least
one Endorsement PLUS

Algebra 2 to earn
Distinguished
Achievement

Ice  Cream = FOUNDATION

Toppings = ENDORSEMENT

Cherry on Top = PERFORMANCE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
Dual Credit
Bilingualism & Biliteracy
AP Exams
PSAT/NMSQT, ACT, SAT 
IBC



Foundations
High School

Program
Graduation Plan



Foundations
High School

Program
Graduation Plan



COURSE CREDIT
Must make a 70 or better in order to earn credit.  Final grades below 70 must
retake any courses that are required for graduation.

90% ATTENDANCE

CPR & AED INSTRUCTION

FAFSA APPLICATION or OPT-OUT FORM

Other Grad Requirements...
EOC’s
Must pass all 5 STAAR tests:  Algebra 1, Biology, English 1, English 2 and US History

State law requires that students are in attendance 90% or more in order to earn
credit for each course.

POLICE OFFICER INTERACTION INSTRUCTION



Pathways to an EndorsementPathways to an Endorsement

Hospitality & Tourism
Culinary Arts Graphic Design (Yearbook)

Digital Communications (A/V Productions)
Printing & Imaging (Newspaper)

Arts, A/V Tech & Communication

Business, Marketing 
& Finance

Entrepreneurship
Marketing & SalesTransportation,

Distribution & Logistics

Automotive
Aviation

Business and Industry

Ag Business & Leadership
Animal Science
Plant Science
Food Science
Ag Technology & Mechanical
Systems (welding)

Agriculture, Food 
& Natural Resources

Architecture 
& Construction

Carpentry



Pathways to an Endorsement
Public Services

Health Science

Diagnostics & Therapeutic Services
Exercise Science

Education & Training

Teaching & Training

Law & Public Service

Gov’t & Public Administration
(NJROTC)
Law Enforcement



Pathways to an Endorsement
Arts & Humanities

Art

Dance
LOTE

German
Spanish

Music
Band
Choir

Social
Studies

Theater



Pathways to an Endorsement

Engineering

Math
Need at least 5 Math credits

STEM

Science
Need at least 5 Math credits

Must take Algebra 2, Chemistry and

Physics to earn any of these STEM

Endorsements



Pathways to an Endorsement

4 credits in each CORE subject area (and must take
Chemistry or Physics

4 credits in AP, Dual Credit and/or Dual Enrollment
from English, Math, Science, Social Studies,
Economics, or Fine Arts courses

4 Level 3-4 courses from multiple endorsement areas

Multidisciplinary Studies



A student may earn Distinguished Level of Achievement 
by successfully completing:

WHIPPED CREAM 

DISTINGUISHED 
LEVEL OF ACHIEVEMENT

4 credits in Math--MUST include Algebra 2
4 credits in Science
At least ONE Endorsement



CHERRY ON TOP 

PERFORMANCE 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

A student may earn Performance Acknowledgements by:

Outstanding Performance:
In aDual Credit course (at least 12 hours w/ 3.0 or better
In Bilingualism / Biliteracy
On an AP Exam
On the PSAT/NMSQT, ACT, and/or SAT

Earning a Nationally or Internationally Recognized Industry Certification 



 Academics



Class 
Rank

GPA

Will this affect...?

Tier 1 Courses
are WEIGHTED!

Some Courses Lead 
to COLLEGE CREDIT... ...And Some DON’T.

AP (must take and pass exam)

Dual Credit (ASU)

Dual Enrollment 
(OnRamps & Tarleton Today)

Honors
PreAP

But ALL are

weighted the

same!



PreAP BiologyPreAP Biology
PreAP ChemistryPreAP Chemistry
PreAP English 1PreAP English 1
PreAP English 2PreAP English 2
PreAP GeometryPreAP Geometry
PreAP World GeographyPreAP World Geography
Honors Algebra 2Honors Algebra 2
Honors PreCalculusHonors PreCalculus

Class 
Rank

GPA

Will this affect...?

Tier 1 Courses That Tier 1 Courses That DO NOTDO NOT Lead to College Credit... Lead to College Credit...

BUT THEY DO STILL C
OUNT AS

TIER 1 WEIGHTED COURSES!



Class 
Rank

GPA

Will this affect...?

What is the curriculum?

College Board 

standards

Courses That Lead to College Credit...Courses That Lead to College Credit...
Advanced Placement (AP)

College-level courses that
are more challenging and
faster paced than traditional
on-level high school courses

Taught by FHS teachers
who have received training
and are using curriculum
created by the College
Board

Type of college credit is
determined by individual
colleges/universities, with
scores of 3 or higher
receiving college credit at
Texas public
colleges/universities, per
legislative rule

Must take and pass the AP
exam to earn college credit

COST:
*Actual cost of
an AP exam is

$100, but FISD
pays for half!

Free for course$50per exam



College credit is dependent on a
single exam score
Some private/out-of-state
institutions will accept the credit
Credit may be granted for a
college elective rather than core
courses

Considerations...

Advanced Placement (AP)
Advantages...

Widely recognized by colleges &
universities
Strong test-takers tend to do well
Very rigorous, face-to-face
classes taught by FHS teachers
Students who take AP courses
are more prepared for college
regardless of their performance
on the AP exams

DID YOU KNOW?
FHS gave 233 AP exams to 149 students.   

Courses That Lead to College Credit...Courses That Lead to College Credit...

FHS had a passing rate of 65%, which was 14% higher than the state of Texas average (51%). 

FHS students earned 456 hours worth of college credit from AP exams.   

In 2023:



Courses That Lead to College Credit...Courses That Lead to College Credit...
Dual Enrollment

THERE ARE TWO TYPES:

Offered by
Tarleton State

University

Offered by the
University of

Texas



Courses That Lead to College Credit...Courses That Lead to College Credit...

Dual Enrollment

Students are enrolled
in BOTH a high school
course at FHS and an
online college course
at UT or Tarleton.

Separate grade for
each course--the high
school grade goes on
the high school
transcript and the
college grade may go
on the college
transcript (if the
student accepts the
credit).

Option at the end of
the course to accept
or decline the college
credit.  If not satisfied
with their college
grade, students can
decline the credit so
it does not go on their
college transcript.

What is the curriculum?

UT and
Tarleton

standards
Class 
Rank

GPA

Will this affect...?

Free

COST:



Advantages...
Successful performance generates a UT and/or Tarleton
transcript which is accepted almost anywhere

Students do not have to meet TSI standard prior to
enrollment

Students may decline the college credit if they want,
while still getting high school credit

Students have access to an FHS teacher for help

FHS teachers are trained and supported by UT/Tarleton
staff to provide guidance & engaging lessons for
students.

The self-directed learning format and level
of rigor of the college portion may not be a
good fit for all students

Considerations...

Courses That Lead to College Credit...Courses That Lead to College Credit...
Dual Enrollment

DID YOU KNOW?
FISD covers the cost of the course.

The average cost of a college credit at UT is $2,968.

That’s FREE college credit for FHS students!



Class 
Rank

GPA

Will this affect...?

Courses That Lead to College Credit...Courses That Lead to College Credit...
Dual Credit

In most cases, taken in the
Dual Credit/Learning Lab and
taught by remote ASU
professors via online
Blackboard platform

College-credit bearing course
with college-level rigor

Earn ASU college credit while
simultaneously earning high
school credit

In some cases, taught on
campus by FHS teacher who
has masters degree and serves
as an ASU adjunct professor

Students earn a college grade
that is recorded on both their
FHS high school and ASU
college transcript

What is the curriculum?

Angelo State

University

standards

$150 Per Course
(Some Scholarships

Available)

COST:



Courses That Lead to College Credit...Courses That Lead to College Credit...
Dual Credit

Not receiving credit (due to drop or failure)
impacts SAP (Satisfactory Academic
Progress) which could impact financial aid

FERPA --Parents will not be able to engage
with professors about their students

Only 4 DC per year count towards high
school GPA

Must be classified as Sophomore or higher

Most courses require TSI Testing

Must have 3.0+ High School GPA

                     DID YOU KNOW?
In 2023:

Advantages...
Students receive credit on their college
transcripts as soon as they pass the
course

Final grades are based on multiple
assignments & assessments spread
across the semester

Credit will transfer just about anywhere

Students who are organized, disciplined,
independent learners tend to do very well

Considerations...

FHS students took a total of 
404 college courses 

and earned 1,212 hours of college credit!
WOWZA!



 Information



What IS calculated in my GPA?

State course credits taken 1st time
Semester grades (S1 & S2)
Each semester grade is one course
factor

What is NOT calculated in my GPA?
Local credits
Junior High credits
Classes taken for credit recovery
Classes taken outside of the regular
school day

Grade
Point

Average  

stands for



Lemon Tuesday

ONLY S1 & S2

Calculate



Tier 1 courses are weighted MORE

than Tier 2 courses.

A student’s
semester grades

are converted from
a 100 point scale to

the 5.0 scale. 

GPA is calculated on a
weighted 5.0 scale. 

This weighted GPA is
used to determine

class rank.

At FHS, 



His 92 would be
converted to 3.2,

because Algebra is an 
on-level Tier 2 course. 

For example:
Let’s say Alter Stolz
makes a 92 in regular
Algebra for the fall
semester. 



...his grade will be
converted to a 4.2,
because Calculus is
a Tier 1 course. 

But, if Alter Stolz
makes a 92 in AP
Calculus for the fall
semester...



The final GPA is calculated by
adding each semester average

(AFTER it’s been converted to the
5.0 scale) and dividing by the

number of semesters.

For example:
These are Alter Stolz’s grades after
the first semester of 11th grade.
Let’s calculate his GPA just based
on these grades...

I’m kind of a big

deal.



Convert on
the Tier 1

scale

Tier 1
Courses



Convert on
the Tier 2

scale

Tier 2
Courses



YOU’RE SOOOO

SMART!

by 8 =

Add up all of the converted semester grades,
and divide by the total number of semester

grades to  get your WEIGHTED GPA.

 Sum of
Converted
Semester

Grades

 Total # of
Semester

Grades

Your
WEIGHTED

GPA



Information





PERSONAL INFORMATIONPERSONAL INFORMATION
Your TSDS number is a

10-digit number
assigned by Texas
public schools to

uniquely identify you.  

The name of your
parent/guardian, and your
current home address.  Be

sure to update any
address changes in your

Skyward Family Portal! 

This is your school
information.  The CBCC code

is also known as a CEEB
(College Entrance Examination

Board) code.  It’s a unique
identifier recognized by
states, colleges, College

Board, etc.



Results that mean you
need to RETAKE it:

STAAR EOC INFORMATIONSTAAR EOC INFORMATION
The 5 required EOC’s are listed in this section. 

Directly next to the name of the exam is the date in
which the test was taken along with the results.  If

there is nothing next to the exam name, then it has
not yet been taken.   

Results that mean  you’ve
performed SUCCESSFULLY:

Waived
Approaches
Meets
Masters
N/A 
N/APS 

Did Not Meet



Every public school in the state of Texas has an id #. 
Any school where you’ve received state credit will be

listed here.

SCHOOLS AWARDING CREDITSCHOOLS AWARDING CREDIT
The FMS id# is 086901041.
The FHS id# is 086901001.

ENDORSEMENTS
Any ENDORSEMENTS you are pursuing will be listed here. 

Endorsements we offer at FHS are:

Arts & Humanities
Business & Industry
Public Services
STEM
Multidisciplinary Studies



Local credits
do not.

GRADE & CREDIT INFORMATIONGRADE & CREDIT INFORMATIONThis is the 

MEAT 

of your transcript!
All courses you’ve taken for high school credit (w/the TEA
service id# for each course) will be listed here, including:

SEM 1 & SEM 2 Grades
Final Grades
Final Credit

Other important details included in this
section are indicated with various letters

& numbers.
J = Junior High
Q = PreAP
P = AP
D = Dual Credit or Dual
Enrollment
H = Honors
R = Credit Recovery or
Summer School
2 = CTE
3 = Credit earned out-of-state
or private school
+ = extra .5 for passing AP
exam score
* = credit withheld due to
attendance

State credits count
toward graduation.



GPA, RANK & GRAD REQUIREMENT INFOGPA, RANK & GRAD REQUIREMENT INFO

Your 5.0
WEIGHTED GPA

&
Class Ranking

The WEIGHTED GPA is calculated with all

Tier 1 courses and Tier 2 courses

converted to the 5.0 GPA Conversion

Scale.

See the  5.0 GPA
Conversion Scale
on Page 38 of the

Student Handbook.

Other Grad Requirements

*Dates will populate when
these grad reqs are completed.

Speech
CPR/AED Instruction
POI (Police Officer Interaction
FAFSA or Opt-out Form

If you take Algebra 2 AND get an
Endorsement, you will earn

Distinguished Level of Achievement
on your diploma.





HOW CAN I SEE MY

TRANSCRIPT?



9th & 10th
Graders

11th
Graders

12th
Graders

June (EOY) 

August (BOY) 
January (MOY) 

March (Walking Rank)* 

June 30th (EOY) August  31st (BOY) 

June (EOY) 
January (MOY) 

When do we RANK?When do we RANK?

*For ceremonial purposes only! 

Does not get updated on the

transcript.



 Resources



Explore 2-year and 4-year trade schools and colleges
Take virtual reality college campus tours
Learn about financial aid and scholarship opportunities
Research specific majors
Track your college applications and send transcripts

Post-High School Education

Course Selections and 4-year Plans
Research courses offered at FHS in the Course Catalog
Build a Personal Graduation Plan (PGP)

Careers
Research careers, job growth trends, average salaries, and more
Take career interest inventories, learning style inventories,
strength surveys, and more
Create resumes and portfolios

All FH
S students can

acces
s their

Schoolin
ks accou

nts

via Clev
er.

What Can Students Do on Schoolinks?



What Can Parents Do on Schoolinks?

View activities your student has completed, such as
Career Interest Inventories, 4-year Course Plans, etc. 

Create a recommended list of colleges.

Do your own college and career research.

Calculate costs of college using the College Financing tab.

See which colleges and careers your student has favorited.



TO GET STARTED WITH YOUR SCHOOLINKS PARENT ACCOUNT...

Your student will need
to INVITE you.

1. 2.  CLAIM your student and
CREATE your account.



SAT / ACT PSAT AP Exams STAAR EOC’s ASVAB

What is Shmoop?
An online test-prep site
Free to all FHS students
Accessible from anywhere via student Clever
accounts
Diagnostic exams
Customized study plans
Full-length practice exams
Test-specific strategies and tips

Can be used to prepare for the following exams:



REGISTRAR
Kathryn Shepherd

kathryns@fisd.org

SECRETARY
Tina Reavis

tinar@fisd.org

Questions?
Joel Bush Students: A - D

joelb@fisd.org

Jenny Immel Students: E - L
jennyi@fisd.org

Kathie Hardison Students: S - Z
kathieh@fisd.org

Summer Van Students: M - R
summerv@fisd.org

FHS Counseling Center
830.997.7551

COUNSELORS



Billie Pride
Uber Alles
..


