2026-2027 
Biology
Ms. Johnson
 	
	Contact information
Heather Johnson
Face-to-Face: Classroom 222 J, Office 214 J
Email: hjohnson@west-fargo.k12.nd.us
Student Handbook: High School Student Handbook - West Fargo 6 School District (k12.nd.us)
COURSE DESCRIPTION
Biology is the study of life and the interactions of living things. Biology includes the study from the molecular level through the biosphere.
Unit 1: Scientific Method
Unit 2: Macromolecules and Enzymes
Unit 3: Cell Structure and Transport
Unit 4: Homeostasis
Unit 5: DNA
Unit 6: Mitosis and Meiosis
Unit 7: Genetics
Unit 8: Evolution
Unit 9: Photosynthesis
Unit 10: Cellular Respiration
Unit 11: Ecology
Grading Scale
· 90-100 %     A
· 80-89 %       B
· 70-79 %       C
· 60-69 %       D
· < 60 %          F
	Required and optional materials
Required
· iPad
· writing utensil
· iPad pen 
technology policy
1. iPad should be charged and ready for use at the beginning of class. Students are also responsible for supplying and using school-provided charging cord and block if needed throughout the day.
2. Cell phones need to be stored in a backpack, locker, or outside of the building during the school day. Please read the WFHS Cell Phone Policy in the handbook for consequences.
3. Headphone and earbud use is to be used during work time only.
Books, Schoology, Infinite Campus
· Biology textbooks will be available through a class set that will be kept in the classroom. These books can be checked out as needed by the students.
· Infinite Campus is the official gradebook of WFHS.
· Schoology is the official LMS (learning management system) for WFHS. Daily lessons, unit information, and assignment drop boxes will all be hosted on Schoology and accessible by students using their iPads.


Absences
· Excused: You will have a grace period for completing work from absences: number of days gone +1 day to complete and turn in any work/tests/labs that were missed.
· Unexcused: Any work/tests/labs missed will not earn credit and you will be given a zero.
· Activity: It is your responsibility to obtain the work you will miss prior to the day of absence. You must still complete it and turn it in on the due date or earlier
· Medical: A note is required to office within two weeks of appointment. Late work will be accepted.

Missing work from an absence will be marked as zero and missing in Infinite Campus until the work is completed and turned in. 
Once the work is completed, grades will be updated with NO PENALTY to scores.
Missing work from any absence will not be accepted once the Unit has been completed.

District Attendance Policy: No matter the student, the following attendance policy is in place for EACH SEMESTER. These absences do not include Medical or Activity Absences.
	Absences 1-10: follow absence guidelines above for excused and unexcused absences.
Absences 11-12: regardless of excused or unexcused absences, no credit will be given for assignments due or assigned during that time.
Absence 13: regardless of excused or unexcused absence, student will be removed from the course and receive ‘Loss Credit” recorded on their transcript.
Course Work
Graded Assignments – Homework – Quizzes: (30% of your grade)
· All graded assignment due dates will be posted on Schoology, Infinite Campus, and Daily Slides.
· Paper Assignments should be turned into the tray in Ms. Johnson’s classroom.
· Digital assignments are expected to be submitted on Schoology unless otherwise stated.
· Due dates will most often be the next block of class .
· Parents and Students – please stay up to date with assignment submission deadlines and status using Schoology. Use Infinite Campus to stay up to date with current grades and missing graded assignments.
· Homework will be work that is not completed during class time. It will be the students' responsibility to manage time within their school day to complete work and seek help if necessary.

· Late Work – will be accepted until the end of the unit with no penalty to score. The end of the unit is the day we complete our culminating summative assessment – such as a unit test and/or lab.
· Grading Late Work: 
· Email Ms. Johnson when you have completed a late assignment. 
· Late work will be graded and entered to reflect in Infinite Campus as soon as possible. Priority to current assignments will be given to make sure that there is timely feedback for the most recent work completed by students. Once there is a grade for the late assignment, it will be updated in Infinite Campus.
Summative Assessments (70% of your grade)
Unit Tests
· Question types are multiple choice and written response essays.
· If you have an excused absence on a test day, you need to schedule a time with Ms. Johnson to take the test. 
Labs
· Labs are a required part of your grade and must be completed. 
· If you have an excused absence on a lab day, you need to schedule a time with me to complete the lab.
· Labs will be completed on paper and turned in during class, not uploaded to Schoology. Labs are a summative assessment, so expect longer grading times.
· Late labs will have 5 points per school day taken off the student’s score for each day that it is late. It is the student’s responsibility to turn the labs in and communicate with Ms. Johnson to turn in the lab as soon as possible to protect your points.
Semester Exams
· You will have a semester exam at the end of Semester 1 and Semester 2. 
· The final exam will be 100 multiple choice questions. 
· These exams will be graded and recorded on Q2 and Q4 grades. 
laboratory Safety cOntract
Students must sign and agree to the Lab Safety Rules prior to being permitted to participate in labs. Not following lab safety rules could result in a zero for the lab. 
Lab rules are:
· Wear your goggles. If you take them off at any point during the lab, you will receive a zero.
· Food and drink are not permitted on lab days. 
· DO NOT play with the sinks or gas lines. 
· Short sleeves, closed-toe shoes, hair pulled back.
· Positive teamwork with your lab partner(s).
The laboratory is a safe place to work and learn if you, the student, are careful.  You must assume RESPONSIBILITY for your own safety and for the safety of your classmates.  The safety rules listed below will help you protect yourself and others from injury. 
SAFETY RULES:
1. Do not perform activities that are not authorized by your teacher.  Always obtain your teacher’s permission first before trying something.
2. Read your lab and understand the procedure before doing the experiment.  If you have questions about how to do something, ask your lab partner and if neither of you know, ask your teacher!
3. Safety equipment and Protocol:  know the locations or procedures for the following …
____ fire blanket               ____ fire extinguisher	    ____ first aid kit	____ emergency shower
____ eye wash                   ____ safety goggles 	    ____ safety apron	____ nurse’s office
____ fire drill 		____ tornado drill	    ____ lockdown drill	____ shelter in place drill

4. Safety goggles and aprons should be worn when heating, pouring or mixing chemicals, or any other time your teacher feels they are necessary.
5. Report any accidents or injuries immediately to your teacher.
6. If flames are out of control, smother with the fire blanket.  If clothing or hair catches on fire, immediately use the safety shower to quench the flames.
7. Handle chemicals with caution.  Only use chemicals under the direction of your teacher.  If you spill acid or another corrosive chemical, wash the area immediately with water and notify your teacher.  NEVER taste or inhale chemical substances. Keep combustible material away from open flames. 
8. Place broken glass in the designated containers.  Let your teacher know when you see cracked, chipped or broken glassware.  Your teacher will replace the glassware or help you clean up the broken pieces. 
9. When the lab is completed, clean up your work area, turn off water and gas, and disconnect any electrical connections.  Return materials to the proper place.  Double check the sinks to make sure they are clean, and nothing is clogging the sink.
10. Long hair and loose clothing should be pulled back and kept clear of chemicals and flames.
11. UPDATE 2023 – Hats are allowed in the classroom.  HOWEVER … Hats are NOT allowed in the lab! (Safety Protocol)
12. DO NOT RUN IN THE CLASSROOM OR LABROOM!
13. Always stay at your assigned lab station during an experiment unless you have been instructed otherwise. 
FIRST AID:
	Burns
	Flush with water.  Tell your teacher and nurse, if available.

	Cuts and Bruises
	Follow the first-aid instructions.  Report to teacher and nurse.

	Fainting/Collapsing
	Provide person with fresh air or room to breathe.  Have the person recline so the head is lower than the body. Tell the teacher and contact the nurse or office.

	Fire
	Wrap the person in a fire safety blanket or put under emergency shower.
Use fire extinguisher for fire on inanimate objects.

	Matter in the Eye
	Flush eye in the eye wash fountain for 15- 20 minutes.  Tell teacher or nurse.

	Poisoning
	Notify teacher and nurse immediately.

	Severe Bleeding
	Tell the teacher.  Do NOT come into contact with another person’s blood. Seek medical treatment. 

	Spills on Skin
	Tell your teacher.  Flush with water.  Acid Spills – apply baking powder; Base Spills – apply boric acid.


Packer pride

· Be respectful of classmates and Ms. Johnson; be on time and be an active participant in class. Have a positive attitude; we are all here to learn!
cheating/plagarism

· Plagiarism: Plagiarism is unethical. Show the respect you would want for your hard work and do not claim something that is not yours, including utilizing Artificial Intelligence! Cutting and pasting sentences off the Internet into a word document or copying sentences directly from the Internet will not be permitted. Paraphrase what you have found by putting it in your own words. You may use direct quotes if you cite your source. Refer to WFHS’s policies regarding cheating and plagiarism.
Need help?
· My Schedule
	A DAY                                                                                               
PERIOD 1(A):       Field Biology, 222 J
PERIOD 2.3(A):	Prep
PERIOD 3(A):        Field Biology, 222 J
               PERIOD 4(A):	Field Biology, 222 J
	B DAY
PERIOD 1(B):	Biology, 222 J
PERIOD 2.3(B):	PLC
PERIOD 3 (B):      C-Collab
PERIOD 4(B):	Biology, 222 J



· Weekly WIN Sessions – Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday.  
· Use WIN session to complete missing work, Quizzes, Tests, Labs
· Use WIN sessions to get caught up on missing work.
· Use WIN sessions to get help in a 1-on-1 Environment or Small group setting.
· Use WIN sessions to complete projects.
· Homework Room 
· 2 days a week after school there is a teacher that supervises the Homework Room.
· All are welcome!  More information and locations will be posted throughout the school. 
· Schedule Time – Before School or After School – with Ms. Johnson!
· This time must be set up IN ADVANCE.
· Before School = 7:50 am – 8:20 am
· After School = By RequestTHIS SYLLABUS/LAB CONTRACT MUST BE SIGNED BEFORE THE STUDENT AND PARTICIPATE IN A LAB EXPERIMENT
· I understand the course work policies, procedures, information, and rules.
· I have read, been shown, and understand the safety rules, procedures and first aid information listed above. 
· I have been shown the safety equipment and where to go in case of a fire, tornado, lock-down or shelter in place drill. 
· I understand it is MY RESPONSIBILITY and pledge to always follow the safety rules in the science lab and classroom. When rules are not followed, consequences will be given based on the rule being broken.
___________________________________	___________________________________	____________
Student Name – Printed				Student Signature					Date


___________________________________	___________________________________	____________
Parent/Guardian Name – Printed			Parent/Guardian Signature				Date



