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	Music

	Musical Theater – Eighth Grade



	Course Description:
Eighth Grade Musical Theater is a quarter-length elective course designed to introduce students to foundational acting and musical theater skills through individual performance, collaborative creation, and exploration of the theatrical arts. Students participate in acting warm-ups and ensemble activities, prepare and perform a memorized monologue or solo, collaborate to create a scene while assuming a variety of performance and technical roles, and explore the history and elements of musical theater. Students develop confidence, creativity, communication, collaboration, and an appreciation for the many artistic and technical components involved in theatrical production.
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	Wallenpaupack Area School District Curriculum

	COURSE: Musical Theater
	GRADE/S: Eighth Grade

	UNIT 1: Acting Warm-Ups and Ensemble Activities
	TIMEFRAME: 4 Days



	PA COMMON CORE/NATIONAL STANDARDS:
9.1
9.3
9.4

	UNIT OBJECTIVES (SWBATS):
Explain the purpose of physical, vocal, and ensemble warm-ups in theatrical performance.
Participate appropriately in a variety of acting warm-ups and ensemble-building activities.
Demonstrate leadership by preparing and teaching an acting warm-up or activity to classmates.
Communicate instructions clearly and facilitate an activity effectively.
Reflect on the effectiveness of theatrical warm-ups and activities.

	INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES/ACTIVITIES:
Participation in physical and vocal warm-ups
Focus, concentration, and ensemble-building activities
Discussion of the purpose and benefits of theatrical warm-ups
Student selection and preparation of an acting warm-up or activity
Student-led instruction and facilitation of an activity
Peer feedback and reflection

	ANCHOR VOCABULARY: warm-up, ensemble, focus, concentration, projection, articulation, physicality, vocal warm-up, leadership, facilitation

	ASSESSMENTS (Diagnostic/Benchmark/Formative/Summative):
• Teacher observation
• Student participation
• Student-led acting warm-up/activity
• Peer feedback
• Student self-reflection

	EVIDENCE OF MASTERY/Cut Score (Keystone Exam):
• Active participation in theatrical warm-ups and ensemble activities
• Successful preparation and facilitation of an acting warm-up or activity
• Demonstrated growth in confidence, communication, and leadership

	DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION (Remediation/Extension) (Process, Product or Content)
Incorporate movement and hands-on learning
Create an inclusive classroom
Provide student choice
Use modeling and scaffolding
Allow students to demonstrate leadership in different ways
Balance group participation and individual responsibility

	RESOURCES (Websites, Blogs, Videos, Whiteboard Resources, etc.):
Teacher-created acting warm-ups and activities
Drama and theater education resources
Open space/classroom performance area
Teacher-created instructional materials

	RESOURCE SPECIFIC VOCABULARY: Warm-up, ensemble, focus, concentration, projection, articulation, physicality, leadership, facilitation





	Wallenpaupack Area School District Curriculum

	COURSE: Musical Theater
	GRADE/S: Eighth Grade

	UNIT 2: Acting and Solo Performance
	TIMEFRAME: 7 Days



	PA COMMON CORE/NATIONAL STANDARDS:
9.1
9.3
9.4

	UNIT OBJECTIVES (SWBATS):
Demonstrate foundational acting techniques including projection, expression, characterization, and stage presence.
Apply effective memorization strategies to prepare a monologue or musical solo.
Interpret a character or text through vocal and physical expression.
Perform a memorized monologue or solo for an audience.
Demonstrate individual growth and confidence through performance.

	INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES/ACTIVITIES:
Introduction to foundational acting techniques
Memorization strategies and rehearsal techniques
Character and text analysis
Individual rehearsal and teacher coaching
Practice in projection, expression, and stage presence
Preparation and performance of a monologue or solo

	ANCHOR VOCABULARY: acting, monologue, solo, characterization, projection, expression, memorization, blocking, stage presence, interpretation

	ASSESSMENTS (Diagnostic/Benchmark/Formative/Summative):
• Teacher observation
• Student participation
• Individual rehearsal progress
• Memorized monologue or solo performance
• Student self-reflection

	EVIDENCE OF MASTERY/Cut Score (Keystone Exam):
• Successful memorization and preparation of a monologue or solo
• Demonstration of foundational acting and performance techniques
• Individual growth in confidence, expression, and stage presence
• Performance appropriate to the student's current ability level

	DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION (Remediation/Extension) (Process, Product or Content)
Provide choice of monologue or solo material
Use modeling and exemplars
Use scaffolding for memorization and performance preparation
Provide individualized teacher feedback
Allow differentiated performance goals based on student readiness
Balance independent rehearsal and guided instruction

	RESOURCES (Websites, Blogs, Videos, Whiteboard Resources, etc.):
Teacher-selected monologues and musical theater material
Scripts and sheet music
Recorded examples of theatrical performances
Teacher-created instructional materials

	RESOURCE SPECIFIC VOCABULARY: Monologue, solo, characterization, motivation, projection, diction, blocking, stage presence, interpretation, memorization







	Wallenpaupack Area School District Curriculum

	COURSE: Musical Theater
	GRADE/S: Eighth Grade

	UNIT 3: Collaborative Scene Creation and Production
	TIMEFRAME: 8 Days


	Wallenpaupack Area School District Curriculum

	COURSE: Musical Theater
	GRADE/S: Eighth Grade

	UNIT 3: Collaborative Scene Creation and Production
	TIMEFRAME: 8 Days


	Wallenpaupack Area School District Curriculum

	COURSE: Musical Theater
	GRADE/S: Eighth Grade

	UNIT 4: Musical Theater Appreciation and Exploration
	TIMEFRAME: 3-4 Days



	PA COMMON CORE/NATIONAL STANDARDS:
9.1
9.3
9.4

	UNIT OBJECTIVES (SWBATS):
Identify major elements that contribute to a musical theater production.
Describe how music, acting, movement, technical theater, and design combine in musical theater.
Explore the history and development of musical theater.
Identify a variety of roles and responsibilities involved in a musical theater production.
Analyze and discuss examples of musical theater using appropriate theatrical vocabulary.

	INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES/ACTIVITIES:
Discussion of the history and development of musical theater
Viewing and listening to examples from musical theater productions
Class discussion and analysis
Exploration of acting, singing, movement, and technical theater
Identification of production roles and responsibilities
Reflection on the collaborative nature of musical theater

	ANCHOR VOCABULARY: musical theater, Broadway, book, score, libretto, choreography, ensemble, production, technical theater, critique

	ASSESSMENTS (Diagnostic/Benchmark/Formative/Summative):
• Teacher observation
• Student participation
• Class discussion
• Written or verbal reflection
• Informal projects and activities

	EVIDENCE OF MASTERY/Cut Score (Keystone Exam):
• Demonstrated understanding of the major elements of musical theater
• Meaningful participation in discussion and analysis
• Appropriate use of musical theater and theatrical vocabulary
• Completion of assigned activities and reflections

	DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION (Remediation/Extension) (Process, Product or Content)
Incorporate visual and audio examples
Create an inclusive classroom
Provide student choice
Use guided discussion and scaffolding
Provide multiple ways for students to demonstrate understanding
Balance individual reflection and group discussion

	RESOURCES (Websites, Blogs, Videos, Whiteboard Resources, etc.):
Recorded musical theater performances
Cast recordings and video clips
Teacher-created instructional materials
Drama and musical theater education resources

	RESOURCE SPECIFIC VOCABULARY: Musical theater, Broadway, book, score, libretto, choreography, ensemble, production, technical theater, critique




