Palmetto Elementary School Governance Council 
Meeting Minutes
August 31, 2026 | 8:00 a.m. | Cafeteria



Members Present
Jacqueline Bowens (Principal), Raschaa Howard, Jacqualine Braemer, Catherine Brannon, Shelley Leonta, Bernard Knox, Renita Bridges, Dr. White, and new member Drew Wills. 

Call to Order
Mrs. Bowens called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.

Action Item: Approve Agenda
A motion to approve the agenda was made by Shelley Leonta and seconded by Bernard Knox. The motion carried. 

Action Item: Approve May Meeting Minutes
Mrs. Howard read the May meeting minutes. A motion to approve the minutes was made by Catherine Brannon and seconded by Bernard Knox. The motion carried. 

Discussion Item: Welcome Back, Introduce New Members, Confirm Council Roster
Council members introduced themselves. Mrs. Bowens welcomed new SGC member Drew Wills to the Council. 

Action Item: Elect New Officers
The following officers were elected for the 2026-2027 school year:
· Chair: Catherine Brannon
· Vice Chair: Jacqualine Braemer
· Parliamentarian: Raschaa Howard
The Council approved the officer selections. 

Action Item: Staff Standing Committees
The Council reviewed and approved committee memberships for the 2026-2027 school year.
Budget and Finance Committee
· Joseph Wills
· Jacqualine Braemer
· Catherine Brannon
Outreach and Communication Committee
· Marcie Lewis
· Bernard Knox
· Shelley Leonta
Principal Selection Committee
· Shelley Leonta
· Renita Bridges
· Catherine Brannon
· Marcie Lewis
· Bernard Knox
· Joseph Wills
· Jacqualine Braemer
Committee memberships were approved by the Council. 

Discussion Item: Strategic Plan / SGC Meeting Schedule 2026-2027
The Council reviewed proposed meeting dates for the year:
· September 18, 2026
· October 30, 2026
· December 4, 2026
· January 22, 2027*
· February 26, 2027*
· March 26, 2027
*January and February dates are tentative and dependent upon the district budget release timeline.
Mrs. Bowens will follow up with Gina Foster regarding whether evening meetings will be required. 

Informational Item: School Updates
STEAM Extravaganza
Dr. White shared information regarding the upcoming STEAM Extravaganza scheduled for October 23, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The purpose of the event is to help students and community members become more familiar with Palmetto Elementary's STEAM focus. 

School Recognition and Achievement Updates
Mrs. Bowens shared several recent accomplishments:
· Palmetto Elementary was recognized at the August 27, 2026 Principals' Meeting for its response to the February emergency event.
· The school earned recognition as a Five-Star Climate School.
· The school received recognition during School Communicators Day.
· Palmetto Elementary earned a Beating the Odds Award.
· Significant gains were made in Math GMAS performance.
· Student achievement data for grades 3-5 was reviewed.
· The school's goal is to increase student growth by 3%.
· ELA assessment results have not yet been released. 
· 
Budget Discussion
Mr. Wills asked whether the Council would receive information regarding the school's budget. Mrs. Bowens explained that the school has not yet received SGC funding for the current year. She noted that Palmetto received approximately $35,000 during the previous year. 
Additional discussion included:
· Potential fundraising efforts if SGC funds are not allocated.
· Questions regarding the timeline for funding decisions.
· Discussion regarding funding restrictions, including limitations on purchasing Field Day shirts.
· Mr. Knox suggested seeking additional community partnerships and grants before spending available funds.
· Mr. Knox shared that he plans to host a homebuying workshop again this year.
· Discussion occurred regarding the proposed data center project and the potential for increased community support opportunities if the project moves forward. 

2026-2027 Meeting Norms
The Council reviewed and adopted the following meeting norms:
· Be on time.
· Be solution oriented.
· Communicate clearly and transparently. 

Discussion Item: Set Next Meeting Agenda
The Council discussed continuing budget updates, strategic planning efforts, and community partnership opportunities as potential topics for upcoming meetings. 

Action Item: Meeting Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 a.m. 


Minutes Prepared By:
Raschaa Howard, Parliamentarian
Palmetto Elementary School Governance Council 
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