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Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to 8th Grade RLA at Lake Dallas Middle School! This syllabus outlines the course plan for your child’s class this semester, including key topics, expectations, and how you can support their success. As required by Texas law (Senate Bill 12), this document serves as the instructional plan and is available for your review. I look forward to working with you and your child!

[bookmark: _4ayfqt5430p7]Contact Information
· Teacher: Oliver Jones

· Email: ojones@ldisd.net

· Phone: 940-497-4037

· Conference Time: 10:01–10:46 AM, Monday–Friday

· Best Way to Reach Me: Email or call the school office. I’ll respond within 24 hours on school days.

[bookmark: _1mwvt22oonsx]Course Overview (Instructional Plan)
This semester, your child will study the following topics in RLA, based on Texas state standards (TEKS):
1st 9wks: 
Unit 1 - Rites of Passage (8/17 - 9/18)
Essential Question: What are some challenges of growing up? 
8.1A, 8.1B, 8.1C, 8.2A, 8.2B, 8.2C, 8.3, 8.5A, 8.5B, 8.5C, 8.5D, 8.5E, 8.5F, 8.5G, 8.6A, 8.6B, 8.6C, 8.6D, 8.6E, 8.6F, 8.6G, 8.6H, 8.7A, 8.7B, 8.7D, 8.8A, 8.8B, 8.8D, 8.8Di, 8.8Dii, 8.8Diii, 8.8E, 8.8Ei, 8.8Eii, 8.8Eiii, 8.8F, 8.9A, 8.9C, 8.9D, 8.9E, 8.9F, 8.9G, 8.10A, 8.10B, 8.10Bi, 8.10.C, 8.10D, 8.10Dii, 8.10Dix, 8.10Dv, 8.11D, 8.12A, 8.12D

Unit 2 - Learning from History (9/21 - 10/30)
Essential Question: What can we learn from the past?
8.2A, 8.2B, 8.2C, 8.6D, 8.7A, 8.7B, 8.7D, 8.8A, 8.8B, 8.8D, 8.8Di, 8.8Dii, 8.8Diii, 8.8E, 8.8Ei, 8.8Eii, 8.8Eiii, 8.8F, 8.9A, 8.9C, 8.9D, 8.9E, 8.9F, 8.9G, 8.10A, 8.10B, 8.10Bi, 8.10.C, 8.10D, 8.10Dii, 8.11D

2nd 9wks: 
Unit 3 - What Matters (11/2 - 12/18)
Essential Question: When is it right to take a stand?
8.1C, 8.2A, 8.2B, 8.2C, 8.6D, 8.7A, 8.7B, 8.7C, 8.7D, 8.8A, 8.8B, 8.8C, 8.8Di, 8.8Dii, 8.8E, 8.8Ei, 8.8Eii, 8.8Eiii, 8.8F, 8.9A, 8.9D, 8.9E, 8.9F, 8.9G, 8.10A, 8.10Bi, 8.10Bii, 8.10C, 8.10Di, 8.10Dii, 8.10E, 8.11C, 8.12Hii

Thank you for supporting your child’s education! Feel free to contact me with questions.
Sincerely,
Oliver Jones
