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Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to 8th Grade Resource RLA at Lake Dallas Middle School! This syllabus outlines the course plan for your child’s class this semester, including key topics, expectations, and how you can support their success. As required by Texas law (Senate Bill 12), this document serves as the instructional plan and is available for your review. I look forward to working with you and your child!

[bookmark: _4ayfqt5430p7]Contact Information
· Teacher: Maggie Jirka

· Email:mjirka@ldisd.net

· Phone: 940-497-4037

· Conference Time: 10:01 - 10:46 PM, Monday–Friday

· Best Way to Reach Me: Email or call the school office. I’ll respond within 24 hours on school days.


[bookmark: _1mwvt22oonsx]Course Overview (Instructional Plan)
This semester, your child will study the following topics in RLA, based on Texas state standards (TEKS):
1. Unit 1: Rites of Passage 

· We will deepen our perspective about the rites of passage. 
· “What are some challenges of growing up?”

2. Unit 2: Learning from History

· We will deepen our understanding of the ways in which we think about and learn from the past. What can we learn from the past? 
· We will explore the Holocaust through the Diary of Anne Frank

3. Unit 3: What Matters

· When is it right to take a stand?
· Deepen your perspective about what it means to stand up for things that matter. 

Thank you for supporting your child’s education! Feel free to contact me with questions.
Sincerely,
Maggie Jirka 
