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Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to 7th grade ELA Resource at Lake Dallas Middle School! This syllabus outlines the course plan for your child’s class this semester, including key topics, expectations, and how you can support their success. As required by Texas law (Senate Bill 12), this document serves as the instructional plan and is available for your review. I look forward to working with you and your child!

[bookmark: _4ayfqt5430p7]Contact Information
· Teacher: Maggie Jirka 

· Email: mjirka@ldisd.net

· Phone: (940) 497-4037

· Conference Time: 10:01 - 10:46 AM   Monday–Friday

· Best Way to Reach Me: Email me, and I’ll respond during school hours by the next day.

[bookmark: _1mwvt22oonsx]Course Overview (Instructional Plan)
This semester, your child will study the following topics in ELA, based on Texas state standards (TEKS):
Oral Language: 7.1A, 7.1B, 7.1C, 7.1D
Vocabulary: 7.2A, 7.2B, 7.2C
Fluency: 7.3A 
Comprehension:  7.5A, 7.5B, 7.5C, 7.5D, 7.5E, 7.5F, 7.5G, 7.5H,7.5I, 7.7B, 7.8B, 7.8Di
Response: 7.6A, 7.6B, 7.6C, 7.6D,7.6E, 7.6F, 7.6G, 7.6H, 7.6I
Writing: 7.10A - D
1. Unit 1: Crossing Generations

· Learning objectives: Students will be reading a variety of texts including realistic fiction, poetry, and a memoir to help them understand the difference between generations. Students will write a personal narrative.

· Activities: Group discussions. Independent reading and writing, writing a personal narrative

2. Unit 2: Imagining the Future

· Learning objectives: Students will be reading a variety of texts including argumentative writing, science fiction fantasy, magazine articles, persuasive essay, and lyrical poetry. Students will respond to reading through writing and write an informational extended constructed response using the writing process.

· Activities: Independent reading, Independent writing, Class discussions, Response to reading

3. Unit 3: Transformations

· Learning objectives: Students will be reading a drama and realistic short story as well as poetry. Students will be creating an extended constructed response using a realistic short story while getting feedback through conferencing.
· Activities: Group discussions. Independent reading and writing. 

4. Additional Skills

· Developing critical thinking, note-taking, and time management.


Thank you for supporting your child’s education! Feel free to contact me with questions.
Sincerely,
Maggie Jirka

