Course Name: 
Advanced Animal Science
Instructor: [image: ]

Mrs. Tracy Kalka-Nurenberg
614 – B  Agriculture Classroom
	Email: tkalka@ldisd.net
Phone: (940) 497-4031
Best way to reach me is in Parent Square

[bookmark: _Hlk491067798]Conference times:
8th Period 2:15 pm to 3:00 pm


Tutorial Times: 
Tuesdays: 6:50 am to 7:20 am
Wednesday: 3:05 pm to 3:35 pm
Or by appointment


Textbook (Provided in Classroom): 
Animal Science: Principles of Production, Management, and Selection

Supplies Needed:
pen/pencil				composition notebook


Course Description: 

To be prepared for careers in the field of animal science, students need to attain academic skills and knowledge, acquire knowledge and skills related to animal systems, and develop knowledge and skills regarding career opportunities, entry requirements, and industry standards. To prepare for success, students need opportunities to learn, reinforce, apply, and transfer their knowledge and skills in a variety of settings. This course examines the interrelatedness of human, scientific, and technological dimensions of livestock production. Instruction is designed to allow for the application of scientific and technological aspects of animal science through field and laboratory experiences.

Course Outline
During this year, we will cover a wide range of topics concerning Livestock and Poultry.  The student will be able to describe and perform basic skills in the following topics:
 - Livestock Industries			    	 - Digestive Systems of Livestock 
 - Workplace Issues / Safety			- Livestock Nutrition
-  Nervous, Skeletal &Muscular Systems 	- Livestock Diseases 
-  Circulatory & Respiratory System		- Basic Animal Management
-  Basic Animal Reproduction			- Animal ID Systems
-  Animal Behavior					- Global Agriculture: Feeding the World
 


Teaching procedures: 
Class discussion, interactive lectures and a variety of projects and some lab work are the primary procedures for teaching this course. 



Classroom Routine
The typical routine in the classroom will be as follows (excluding test days):
1. Students enter the classroom, head to their seats, and ready materials.
2. Students will begin on the day’s warm-up
3. Once the bell rings, students will be given a notice of remaining time to complete the bellwork, no more than 5 minutes.
4. We will then begin the lesson, usually concluding with an exit ticket. All classes will end with  an exit ticket that will need to be completed before leaving class.
5. At the end of the class at the teacher’s direction, students will be expected to quietly pack up and remain in their seats until the bell rings.
**New rule: No one leaves the classroom 10 minutes into the class or 10 minutes before the class is out.**


Grading Procedure:
       60% Minor Summative			40% Major Summative

A.  Exams will cover course material that has been presented up to test date.
B.  Homework or assignments and quizzes will be given to enhance understanding
      of lecture material and assess the student on progress in the course.
C.  Projects will be hands-on work related to the lecture material.
D. If you are absent the day a major project/paper is due, it is the student’s responsibility 
     to submit it electronically to the teacher. Otherwise, it is due next school day.

Daily Assignments: This will include daily grades from activities and assignments during class.  The record book and journal grades will also fall under this category.
· Record Books- Texas Education Agency requires that students taking Agricultural Science classes maintain a record book.  A written copy of the record book will remain in the classroom, and they will also be updated online.  Students will be given time during class to update their books.  All students are expected to keep the record book current.  Students will receive a weekly grade.

· Journal in Composition Book- Students are required to record journals in this class.  They will be kept in the classroom, updated by the student at the beginning of each class period, and used to record class notes.  Journals will be available for students to take home to assist with homework or test preparation
Tests/ Major Projects: These will consist of written tests and projects.  Special projects will include memorizing and reciting the FFA Creed, a written research paper, and speeches.  A project requiring the use of shop safety equipment will also be assigned in the spring.
Make up Work:
If a student is absent, it is their responsibility to come get their make-up work and notes. 




Retake Test or Quiz Policy: 
If a student would like to retake a test or quiz, they must do the following before retesting will be allowed:
1. Have completed 100% of the practice for that unit and turned it in prior to unit test.
2. Bring in a teacher provided form signed by both the parent/guardian and student.
3. Retake must be taken prior to the next unit test.
4. Students will only be allowed to retake the test one time
5. Max grade on a retake is an 85, and student will keep whichever grade is highest (original vs. retake score)
6. Students may simply correct the test for a 70 if they prefer.

Late Work:
When assignment is submitted after a deadline, a maximum penalty of 10 points per class meeting may be deducted from the grade. All Late work for each Module is due by the end of the 9 weeks.   **IMPORTANT: If you happen to turn in late work, you must email me to let me know that you have turned it in. This is how I will grade it in a timely manner. If you do not email me, I will not be notified that you completed it. This is YOUR responsibility. **


Code of Conduct:
We are very proud of our school. In an effort to maintain safety and classroom decorum I will not tolerate horseplay, vandalism, equipment abuse or tampering with emergency equipment. This also includes any tampering with the school’s issued iPad. Any equipment or material use is purposefully determined by the teacher and is not allowed outside of the classroom. A fee or full replacement of damaged, broken, or missing equipment may result along with an office referral.
**Any fighting, purposeful harm to a student or inappropriate behavior that causes safety concern will result in immediate removal from the classroom, which results in a referral and possible loss of participation in upcoming assignments. **

Classroom Rules/ Guidelines:				       Consequences:
· Be on time, leave negativity at the door.		· Warning
· Call to parent
· Sent to principal’s office

· Respect self, others and property.
· Bring necessary supplies to class.


Cell Phone, Smart Watches, & Air pods:
Per HB1481, use of cell phones and all other personal communication devices are prohibited during the course of the school day. This includes air pods. The district’s and state’s policy regarding cell phones, smart watches, and air pods will be followed in my classroom.



Advanced Animal Science: 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE CLASS SYLLABUS
AND CONSENT FORM OF CURRICULUM

Parental Acknowledgement and Consent Form for Agriculture Science Curriculum

Your student is enrolled in Agricultural Sciences courses at Lake Dallas High School, specifically
Livestock Production and/or Advanced Animal Science. These courses include hands-on
laboratory activities involving the study of livestock anatomy, with a focus on reproductive
systems. This form provides important information about those activities and requires your
acknowledgment and consent for your student to participate.

As part of the Texas state standards, students will be exposed to sensitive topics that may include, 
animal science principles, including anatomy, physiology, reproduction, and livestock management practices. As part of these courses, students will study the reproductive anatomy of livestock animals through dissection activities and related laboratory work.

We want to ensure that you are fully informed about the nature of this content and have the opportunity to address any concerns you may have before your child engages with the material. Please review the information below and sign the form to acknowledge your understanding and consent.

Course Content Includes:
· History of food production which is tied to culture/religion, anatomy and reproduction

Acknowledgement: 
Safety Information and Precautions
The following safety measures will be in place during all dissection and laboratory activities:
 All dissections will be conducted under direct teacher supervision
 Students will receive safety training before participating in any lab activity
 Personal protective equipment (PPE) including gloves, goggles, and lab aprons will be
required
 Dissection tools will be handled according to established safety protocols
 Preserved specimens may contain chemicals; students with known chemical sensitivities
or allergies should notify the instructor immediately
 Students with latex allergies should inform the instructor so alternative gloves can be
provided
 All activities will follow established biosecurity and hygiene protocols
 Any student not following safety procedures may be removed from the lab activity

Potential Risks
While every precaution is taken, the following risks are associated with dissection activities:
 Exposure to preservative chemicals used in specimen preparation
 Risk of cuts or punctures from dissection tools
 Allergic reactions to specimens, chemicals, or latex gloves
 Exposure to biological materials
Alternatives to Dissection
If you do not wish for your student to participate in hands-on dissection activities, alternative
assignments will be provided. These may include virtual dissection simulations, diagram-based
identification activities, or written research assignments covering the same anatomical concepts.
Alternative assignments will be designed to meet the same learning objectives.
FFA Connection
Students enrolled in these courses are encouraged to participate in FFA activities that reinforce
animal science learning, including Veterinary Science CDE, Livestock Evaluation CDE, and
related leadership development events. These opportunities allow students to apply classroom
knowledge in competitive and real-world settings beyond livestock showing.
Parental Consent
By signing below, I acknowledge that:
 I have read and understand the activities described in this form
 I understand the safety precautions and potential risks associated with dissection
activities
 I have discussed any known allergies or health concerns with my student and will notify
the instructor
 I give consent for my student to participate in dissection and anatomy laboratory
activities
 I understand that alternative assignments are available if I do not grant consent
Consent Selection (Check One)
[ ] I give consent for my student to participate in all dissection and anatomy lab activities
described above.
[ ] I do not give consent for dissection activities. I request that alternative assignments be
provided for my student.



By signing below, I give my permission for my child to participate in the Advanced Animal agriculture class during the 26-27 School year. I understand that I may request alternative assignments or accommodation if I have concerns about any specific content. 


Both the student _______________________________________________ (Print Name) and the parent _______________________________________________ (Print Name)
have seen, read, and understand the syllabus for Livestock and Poultry Production.   						
*There is NOT a project required for the purposes of this class but FFA is offered to everyone if they choose to have a show project. *
 

Date: _____________________________

Student Name (Print) ________________________________________________

Student Email: _____________________________________________________

Student Signature: __________________________________________________



Parent Name (Print) _________________________________________________

Parent Email: _______________________________________________________

Parent Signature: ___________________________________________________

Parent Cell Phone Number: ___________________________________________
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