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[bookmark: _cpgp1jo8eau]Steven Bell - Lake Dallas High School
Dear Parents and Guardians,
This syllabus outlines the course plan for your child’s class this semester, including key topics, expectations, and how you can support their success. As required by Texas law (Senate Bill 12), this document serves as the instructional plan and is available for your review. I look forward to working with you and your child!

[bookmark: _4ayfqt5430p7]Contact Information
· Teacher: Steven Bell

· Email: sbell@ldisd.net

· Phone: 940-497-4031

· Conference Time: 12:35 p.m. - 1:20 p.m.

· Best Way to Reach Me: Email or call the school office. I’ll respond within 24 hours on school days.


[bookmark: _1mwvt22oonsx]Course Overview (Instructional Plan)
AP English Language and Composition is an introductory college-level composition course. Students cultivate their understanding of writing and rhetorical arguments through reading, analyzing, and writing texts as they explore topics like the rhetorical situation, claims and evidence, reasoning and organization, and style.
All units will include formative writing activities, class discussions, and multiple choice quizzes, and a culminating writing task. Each unit will have a set of major texts to assist students in skill acquisition.
Note: some text selections may change based on student needs and interests. This document will be updated to reflect any changes. When in doubt, refer to the weekly newsletter for the most current record of class readings.



1. Unit 1: Short Fiction I
· Learning objectives: Identify and describe details in a text that relate to the narrator, setting, and characters. 
· Culminating Task: Prose Analysis
2. Unit 2: Poetry I
· Learning objectives: Identify, describe, and explain key poetic elements such as structure, contrast, and figurative language.
· Culminating Task: Poetry Analysis
3. Unit 3: Longer Fiction I
· Learning objectives: Identify and explain details in the text that relate to changing characters, and the function of plot events; begin writing structured literary analysis.
· Major Texts: Their Eyes Were Watching God, Hurston
· Culminating Task: Literary Argument
4. Unit 4: Short Fiction II
· Learning objectives: Identify and describe details in the text that relate to character complexities, and the overall function of the plot; continue literary analysis.
· Culminating Task: Prose Analysis
5. Unit 5: Poetry II
· Learning objectives:  Identify, describe, and explain key poetic elements such as structure, contrast, and figurative language, extend poetry analysis skills.
· Culminating Task: Poetry Analysis
6. Unit 6: Longer Fiction II
· Learning objectives: Identify and explain details in the text that relate to changing characters, the function of plot events, and symbolism; continue writing structured literary analysis.
· Major Texts: Hamlet, Shakespeare
· Culminating Task: Literary Argument
7. Unit 7: Short Fiction III
· Learning objectives: Identify and describe details in the text that relate to character complexities, relationship between character, and setting, and figurative language; continue literary analysis.
· Culminating Task: Prose Analysis 
8. Unit 8: Poetry III
· Learning objectives: Identify, describe, and explain key poetic elements such as structure, contrast, and figurative language, extend poetry analysis skills.
· Culminating Task: Poetry Analysis
9. Unit 9: Longer Fiction III
· Learning objectives:  Identify and explain details in the text that relate to changing characters, the function of plot events, symbolism, and conflict; continue writing structured literary analysis.
· Major Texts: Frankenstein, Shelley
· Culminating Task: Literary Argument
Thank you for supporting your child’s education! Feel free to contact me with questions.
Sincerely,
Steven Bell
