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[bookmark: _4o6rf8htvjiv] Fall Semester 2026
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to Principles of Business Marketing and Finance at Lake Dallas High School! This syllabus outlines the course plan for your child’s class this semester, including key topics, expectations, and how you can support their success. As required by Texas law (Senate Bill 12), this document serves as the instructional plan and is available for your review. I look forward to working with you and your child!

[bookmark: _4ayfqt5430p7]Contact Information
· Teacher: Coach Ray

· Email: dray@ldisd.net

· Phone: 940-497-4031

· Conference Time: 8:20 - 9:05 Daily

· Best Way to Reach Me: Email, Parent Square or call the school office. I’ll respond within 24 hours on school days.


[bookmark: _7uqpbqxgfzua]Course Overview – August thru December 2026
This semester, your child will study the following topics in Principles of Business Marketing & Finance, based on Texas state standards (TEKS):

[bookmark: _838so8624f7b]Unit 1: Introduction to Business
Topics Covered:
What is business? Types of businesses, economic roles, business functions
Learning Objectives:
· Define the concept of business and its role in society.
· Identify different types of businesses and their functions.
· Describe the economic roles businesses play in local and global economies.
Activities:
· Class discussion: “What is a business?”
· Create a poster or slide presentation illustrating business types and functions.
· Case study: Local business analysis

[bookmark: _jbpgyh8gufl8]Unit 2: The Free Enterprise System
Topics Covered:
Supply and demand, competition, profit, productivity
Learning Objectives:
· Explain the principles of a free enterprise system.
· Understand the impact of supply and demand on pricing.
· Analyze the role of competition and profit in business success.
Activities:
· Interactive simulation on supply and demand.
· Graph supply/demand scenarios and price outcomes.
· Group activity: "Shark Tank" mini pitch evaluating profitability

[bookmark: _qn2wemkowebt]Unit 3: Ethics & Social Responsibility
Topics Covered:
Business ethics, legal compliance, social impact
Learning Objectives:
· Identify ethical and unethical business behavior.
· Understand legal responsibilities in business.
· Discuss the importance of social responsibility and corporate impact.
Activities:
· Debate: Is this ethical? (Scenarios provided)
· Create a personal or business code of ethics.
· Research project on a socially responsible company

[bookmark: _uhoq3hmqffvy]Unit 4: Forms of Business Ownership
Topics Covered:
Sole proprietorships, partnerships, corporations, LLCs
Learning Objectives:
· Compare and contrast types of business ownership.
· Explain the advantages and disadvantages of each structure.
· Match ownership types to various business needs.
Activities:
· Ownership types comparison chart
· Group case studies: Which structure fits best?
· Flowchart activity: Starting a business from scratch

[bookmark: _2nr1nnjkfi2c]Unit 5: Leadership & Management Roles
Topics Covered:
Types of managers, leadership styles, decision making
Learning Objectives:
· Differentiate between management and leadership roles.
· Identify various leadership styles and their effectiveness.
· Practice decision-making strategies in business contexts.
Activities:
· Leadership style self-assessment quiz
· Team-building decision-making simulation
· Group challenge: "Lead the Team" activity

[bookmark: _ccqbqbob3jdb]Unit 6: Human Resources & Organizational Behavior
Topics Covered:
Workplace diversity, HR functions, team roles
Learning Objectives:
· Understand the role of human resources in business.
· Identify elements of effective teamwork and team roles.
· Discuss the importance of diversity and inclusion in the workplace.
Activities:
· Role-play: Interview and hiring simulation
· Team-building group project
· Diversity awareness poster or digital campaign

[bookmark: _nzwul2xvd8ar]Unit 7: Communication Skills in Business
Topics Covered:
Verbal, nonverbal, and written communication, tech tools
Learning Objectives:
· Practice professional communication across various platforms.
· Identify effective verbal and nonverbal techniques.
· Learn to use communication technology in the workplace.
Activities:
· Email writing and peer review
· Presentation: Introduce a product or service
· Communication role-play scenarios (customer service, internal meetings)

[bookmark: _o73k7ytaaoft]Unit 8: Technology in Business
Topics Covered:
Productivity tools, IT systems, cybersecurity basics
Learning Objectives:
· Identify business productivity tools and their applications.
· Understand basic IT systems and business software.
· Recognize fundamental cybersecurity risks and protections.
Activities:
· Tech tool scavenger hunt (Google Workspace, Microsoft Office, etc.)
· Cybersecurity awareness quiz
· Hands-on project using business software (e.g., spreadsheets, presentation tools)

[bookmark: _5nysrrroe9ql]Unit 9: Midterm Review & Exam
Topics Covered:
Cumulative assessment covering Units 1–8
Learning Objectives:
· Review and reinforce knowledge from Units 1–8.
· Demonstrate mastery of business concepts through assessment.
Activities:
· Interactive review games (Kahoot, Jeopardy, Quizizz)
· Study guides or review packets
· Midterm exam (multiple choice, short answer, or project-based)

[bookmark: _zdqu4sszrxsr]Unit 10: Introduction to Marketing
Topics Covered:
Marketing mix (4 Ps), segmentation, branding
Learning Objectives:
· Define the components of the marketing mix.
· Understand customer segmentation and targeting.
· Explain the role of branding in business success.
Activities:
· Create a marketing mix for a new product
· Analyze real-world advertisements and brands
· Group project: Develop a brand identity

[bookmark: _numkuib2gfmm]Unit 11: Advertising & Promotion
Topics Covered:
Advertising strategies, media types, social media marketing
Learning Objectives:
· Identify effective advertising strategies.
· Compare traditional and digital media types.
· Explore the impact of social media in modern marketing.
Activities:
· Design a social media ad campaign
· Ad critique assignment: What makes ads effective?
· Marketing storyboard or video ad creation

[bookmark: _obuxcnlqc9c]Unit 12: Principles of Finance
Topics Covered:
Budgeting, saving, personal finance concepts
Learning Objectives:
· Understand personal and business budgeting techniques.
· Learn saving strategies and financial goal-setting.
· Discuss the impact of financial literacy on long-term success.
Activities:
· Create a personal or business budget
· Savings goal worksheet and scenario planning
· Finance Jeopardy or Kahoot quiz

[bookmark: _122vhndhxj38]Unit 13: Banking & Credit
Topics Covered:
Bank services, credit scores, loans, financial responsibility
Learning Objectives:
· Explain how banking services support individuals and businesses.
· Understand how credit works and what affects credit scores.
· Analyze loan types and financial responsibility.
Activities:
· Bank comparison project
· Credit score simulation activity
· Loan application role-play

[bookmark: _lil5y9qfyiyj]Unit 14: Business Operations
Topics Covered:
Production, inventory, logistics, risk management
Learning Objectives:
· Describe core business operations processes.
· Understand how inventory and logistics impact performance.
· Identify strategies for managing business risk.
Activities:
· Process map: How a product is made and delivered
· Inventory simulation or spreadsheet project
· Case study: Risk management in a crisis

[bookmark: _h5np54989pr6]Unit 15: Career Exploration
Topics Covered:
Career clusters, CTE programs, employability skills
Learning Objectives:
· Explore various career clusters and paths in business.
· Identify personal interests and align them with career options.
· Understand employability skills and workplace readiness.
Activities:
· Career research project and presentation
· Resume and cover letter writing
· Guest speaker or virtual career panel

[bookmark: _hk9oqasyssjt]Unit 16: Final Project & Exam
Topics Covered:
Business simulation or marketing campaign + final test
Learning Objectives:
· Apply knowledge from all units in a comprehensive project.
· Demonstrate critical thinking and problem-solving in a business context.
· Reflect on course concepts and prepare for next academic or career steps.
Activities:
· Group business simulation or marketing campaign project
· Final exam (written, digital, or presentation-based)
· Peer evaluation and course reflection


Thank you for supporting your child’s education! Feel free to contact me with questions.
Sincerely,

Coach Ray


