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Course Information

Grade Level: 
4
Subject: 
Social Studies
Unit Title:
Unit 7: The Nation Expands
Unit Duration:
12 - 24 Days 

Instructional Information

Standards
SS4H3 Explain westward expansion of America between 1801 and 1861.
a. Describe the causes and events of the War of 1812; include the burning of Washington, D.C. and the writing of the Star Spangled Banner.
b. Describe the impact of westward expansion on American Indians; include the Trail of Tears and the forced removal of the Cherokee.
c. Describe the causes, events, and results of the Mexican-American War; include the Battle of the Alamo.
d. Describe the importance of the Oregon Trail and the people who traveled it.
e. Describe the impact of the Gold Rush on the development of California.
f. Give examples of the kinds of goods and services that were needed in the West and who supplied those goods and services.
SS4H4 Explain the causes, major events, and effects of the Civil War.
a. Identify Uncle Tom's Cabin and the Missouri Compromise and explain how each of these events was related to the Civil War.
SS4G1 Locate key physical and human-made features of the United States.
a. Locate major physical features of the United States; include the Great Plains, the Mississippi River, and the Rocky Mountains.
SS4G2 Describe how physical systems affect human systems in the United States.
a. Explain how westward expansion was influenced by physical features of the continent.
SS4E1 Use the basic economic concepts of trade, opportunity cost, specialization, voluntary exchange, productivity, and price incentives to illustrate historical events.
a. Describe how the physical location of natural resources influences trade, including the Gold Rush.
Themes and Enduring Understandings:
Individuals, Groups and Institutions: The student will understand that what people, groups, and institutions say and do can help or harm others whether they mean to or not.
Location: The student will understand that where people live matters.
Conflict and Change: The student will understand that conflict causes change.
Production, Distribution, and Consumption: The student will understand the ways people make, get, and use goods and services may be different from how people in other places make, get, and use goods and services.
Beliefs and Ideals: The student will understand that people's ideas and feelings influence their decisions.
Movement/Migration: The student will understand that moving to new places changes the people, land, and culture of the new place, as well as the place that was left.
Information Processing Skills
1. Compare similarities and differences
2. Organize items chronologically
3. Identify issues and/or problems and alternative solutions
4. Distinguish between fact and opinion
5. Identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, and cause and effect in a social studies context
6. Identify and use primary and secondary sources
7. Interpret timelines, charts, and tables
8. Identify social studies reference resources to use for a specific purpose
9. Construct charts and tables
10. Analyze artifacts
11. Draw conclusions and make generalizations
12. Analyze graphs and diagrams
14. Formulate appropriate research questions
15. Determine adequacy and/or relevancy of information
16. Check for consistency of information
Map and Globe Skills
1. Use a compass rose to identify cardinal directions
2. Use intermediate directions
4. Compare and contrast the categories of natural, cultural, and political features found on maps
6. Use map key/legend to acquire information from historical, physical, political, resource, product, and economic maps
7. Use a map to explain the impact of geography on historical and current events
8. Draw conclusions and make generalizations based on information from maps
10. Compare maps of the same place at different points in time and from different perspectives to determine changes, identify trends, and generalize about human activities
Essential Questions
Factual
What caused the War of 1812?
What events were most significant in the Mexican American War?
What was the Gold Rush?
What goods and services were in high demand during westward expansion?
Who were key individuals in westward expansion?
What was life like on the Oregon Trail?
What impact did the Louisiana Purchase have on America's expansion?
Inferential
What factors led to conflicts with American Indians during westward expansion?
How did geography shape the routes chosen for westward expansion?
How did westward expansion affect American Indians and their way of life?
How did the concept of manifest destiny influence American policies?
How did natural resources drive economic and geographic decisions during this era?
Critical Thinking
How did westward expansion reflect both opportunity and injustice?
Was the government's treatment of American Indians during westward expansion justified?
How do the events of this era connect to the causes of the Civil War?
Vocabulary
Tier II Words
expand
territory
migration
conflict
treaty
compromise
Tier III Words
Manifest Destiny
Louisiana Purchase
Trail of Tears
Oregon Trail
Gold Rush
War of 1812
Mexican-American War, Battle of the Alamo
Key people: Andrew Jackson, Sequoyah, Sam Houston
Uncle Tom's Cabin, Missouri Compromise
Learning Experiences
Standards Evaluated
SS4H3 (a, b, c, d, e, f), SS4H4 (a), SS4G1 (a), SS4G2 (a), SS4E1 (a)
	Lesson Title
	Differentiation Considerations

	War of 1812 – Describe the causes and events of the War of 1812, including the burning of Washington D.C. and the writing of the Star Spangled Banner
	Purposeful grouping. Provide graphic organizers and sentence frames.

	It's a Grand Ol' Flag – Understand the history and symbolism of the Star Spangled Banner and the American Flag
	Preview vocabulary. Work in small groups or partners.

	QFT Museum Box Activity – Using the Museum Box artifacts, students will generate and refine questions about westward expansion
	Provide sentence starters for question generation. Model the QFT process with a familiar image first.

	Come On, Come On, The Nation is Waiting! – Explore the concept of Manifest Destiny and how it shaped American expansion
	Provide graphic organizers. Read aloud the poem and model annotation strategies.

	Trail of Tears – Describe the impact of westward expansion on American Indians, including the Trail of Tears and forced removal of the Cherokee
	Preview vocabulary. Small group guided reading. Provide sentence frames for written responses.

	Oregon Trail – Describe the importance of the Oregon Trail and the people who traveled it
	Provide graphic organizers. Allow students to use maps to trace the route. Work in pairs.

	Westward Expansion Map Skills – Locate major physical and human features on maps of the United States during westward expansion
	Provide a partially completed map. Model locating one feature as a whole group before independent work.

	The Gold Rush – Describe the impact of the Gold Rush on the development of California, and goods and services needed in the West
	Preview vocabulary. Allow students to work in small groups. Provide a graphic organizer for note-taking.

	Mexican American War – Describe the causes, events, and results of the Mexican-American War, including the Battle of the Alamo
	Preview vocabulary. Small group guided reading. Provide a timeline graphic organizer.



Assessment Tasks 
Formative Assessment Tasks
	Assessment Title
	Objectives/Standards/Success Criteria

	School Discretion
	· Not specified by district.


Summative Assessment Tasks
	Assessment Title
	Objectives/Standards/Success Criteria

	The Nation Expands Assessment
	· Teachers should reach out to their Academic Coach or the district Social Studies Coordinator to upload assessments to their Schoology Course.
· Standards: All GSE for the unit.
· *Teachers can access the Test Blueprint and Key via the grade level Schoology Group.

	Deal of the Century DBQ
	· Students analyze documents about the Louisiana Purchase to evaluate whether it was a good deal for the United States.
· Standards: SS4H3, SS4G2 (a)

	Oregon Trail DBQ
	· Standards: SS4H3 (d), SS4G2 (a)


Additional Resources
K-5 Map Collection – Maps are provided for all content and skills to support teaching and learning with integration of historic, political, and physical maps.
Teacher Notes for this unit
Additional unit information may be found at GADOE Inspire
This unit has a Museum Box. Complete the Museum Box Request form to reserve it.
Recommended High Quality Complex Texts
It's a Grand Ol' Flag by George M. Cohan (illustrated)
If You Traveled West in a Covered Wagon by Ellen Levine
Come On, Come On, The Nation is Waiting! by J. Patrick Lewis
War of 1812 reader: related leveled text
Discovery Education Videos
Growth of the Nation – DE Video (clips for this and previous unit)
Trail of Tears – DE Video
History Channel: The Oregon Trail – DE Video
The Gold Rush – DE Video
GPB: Idaho Gold Rush – DE Video
War of 1812 DE segment – DE Video
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