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Course Information

Grade Level: 
4
Subject: 
Social Studies
Unit Title:
Unit 9: Economics
Unit Duration:
4 - 8 Days 

Instructional Information

Standards
SS4E2 Describe the functions of four major sectors of the U.S. economy.
a. Describe how households provide productive resources and consume goods and services.
b. Describe how businesses produce goods and services.
c. Describe how governments provide public services.
d. Describe how banks borrow and lend money.
Themes and Enduring Understandings:
Location: The student will understand that where people live matters.
Production, Distribution, and Consumption: The student will understand the ways people make, get, and use goods and services may be different from how people in other places make, get, and use goods and services.
Beliefs and Ideals: The student will understand that people's ideas and feelings influence their decisions.
Information Processing Skills
1. Compare similarities and differences
3. Identify issues and/or problems and alternative solutions
4. Distinguish between fact and opinion
5. Identify main idea, detail, sequence of events, and cause and effect in a social studies context
6. Identify and use primary and secondary sources
9. Construct charts and tables
10. Analyze artifacts
11. Draw conclusions and make generalizations
Map and Globe Skills
6. Use map key/legend to acquire information from historical, physical, political, resource, product, and economic maps
Essential Questions
Factual
What is the role of households in the economy?
How do businesses produce goods and services?
What public services do governments provide?
How do banks borrow and lend money?
What is the relationship between saving and spending?
Inferential
How do households, businesses, governments, and banks depend on each other in the economy?
How does the location of natural resources influence economic decisions?
How do economic decisions reflect beliefs and ideals?
Critical Thinking
Should people prioritize saving or spending? Why?
How does where we live influence our economic choices?
How might the economy function differently without banks?
Vocabulary
Tier II Words
sector
function
lend
borrow
consume
produce
Tier III Words
households
productive resources
goods and services
public services
banks, savings, loans
economy: four major sectors – households, businesses, government, banks
Learning Experiences
Standards Evaluated
SS4E2 (a, b, c, d)
	Lesson Title
	Differentiation Considerations

	Party on a Budget – Students apply economic concepts to plan a party within a given budget, making decisions about goods, services, and opportunity cost
	Provide sentence starters and graphic organizers. Allow partner or small group work. Limit the number of options for students who need support.

	Time to Save – Students develop a savings plan demonstrating understanding of the role of banks and the functions of the four economic sectors
	Provide a graphic organizer for the savings plan. Use real-world examples. Allow partner work.



Assessment Tasks 
Formative Assessment Tasks
	Assessment Title
	Objectives/Standards/Success Criteria

	School Flexible
	· Not specified by district.


Summative Assessment Tasks
	Assessment Title
	Objectives/Standards/Success Criteria

	Economics Assessment
	· Teachers should reach out to their Academic Coach or the district Social Studies Coordinator to upload assessments to their Schoology Course.
· Standards: All GSE for the unit.
· *Teachers can access the Test Blueprint and Key via the grade level Schoology Group.

	Party on a Budget
	· Students apply economic concepts to plan a party within a given budget, making decisions about goods, services, and opportunity cost.
· Standards: SS4E2 (a, b, c)

	Time to Save
	· Students develop a savings plan demonstrating understanding of the role of banks and economic decision-making.
· Standards: SS4E2 (d)


Additional Resources
K-5 Map Collection – Maps are provided for all content and skills to support teaching and learning with integration of historic, political, and physical maps.
Teacher Notes for this unit
Additional unit information may be found at GA DoE Inspire.
Recommended High Quality Complex Texts
Follow the Money by Loreen Leedy
You Can't Buy a Dinosaur with a Dime by Harriet Ziefert
The Kids' Money Book by Jamie Kyle McGillian
Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts
The Big Buck Adventure by Gill Hall
A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams
Uncle Jed's Barbershop by Margaree King Mitchell
Abuela's Weave by Omar S. Castaneda
DE Videos
Follow the Money – DE Video
Cha Ching: Financial Literacy – DE Video
Economics: Production, Distribution, and Consumption – DE Video Segments
Financial Literacy for Kids – DE Video
Recommended Presentation:
Economics Unit Slides
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