	
	
	



[image: ][MCS Science Grade 3]
General Overview
The table below summarizes each unit's title, time frame, standards, content focus, assessments, resources, and differentiation supports.
	Section
	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3

	Unit Name / Title
	Rocks, Soils, and Fossils
	Under the Sun
	Pollution and Conservation

	Time Frame
	14 weeks
	14 weeks
	8 weeks

	Standards
	· S3E1a.b.c.
· S3E2.a.b.
· S3L1.c.
	· S3L1.a.b.c.
· S3P1.a.b.c.

	· S3L2.a.b.

	Crosscutting Concepts
	· Patterns
· Cause and Effect
· Structure and Function
· Stability and Change
	· Structure and Function
· Cause and Effect
· Systems and System Models
· Energy and Matter
	· Systems and System Models
· Cause and Effect
· Stability and Change


	Yearlong Phenomenon
	Show samples of rocks (metamorphic, sedimentary, and igneous). Allow students to observe and find similarities and differences.
	Project a map of the cities in Georgia onto the board at the front of the room. Place students into small groups of 3-4, making sure that you have at least five groups to include all of the geographic regions. Allow the groups to each select a different geographic region, and then pick two cities from that region to research. 
	Video of Sea Bin Project

	Core Ideas
	· Rock Classification
· Properties of Soils
· Effects of Water and Wind on Rocks and Soil
· Fossils
· Fossilization
	· Georgia Plants, Animals, Habitats
· Animal Adaptation
· Conservation of Energy
· Energy Transfer
	· Human Impacts on Earth Systems
· Earth and Human Activity
· Conservation 
· Recycling

	Science & Engineering Practices
	· Asking Questions and Defining Problems
· Developing and Using Models
· Planning and Carrying Out Investigations
· Constructing Explanations and Designing Solutions
· Engaging in Argument from Evidence
· Obtaining, Evaluating, and Communicating Information
	· Planning and Carrying Out Investigations
· Engaging in Argument from Evidence
· Constructing Explanations and Designing Solutions
· Using Mathematics and Computational Thinking
· Obtaining, Evaluating, and Communicating Information
	· Engaging in Argument from Evidence
· Asking Questions
· Designing a Model
· Obtaining, Evaluating, and Communicating Information


Differentiation for Tiered Learners
Marietta City Schools teachers provide specific differentiation of learning experiences for all students. Details for differentiation for common learning experiences are included on the district unit planners.
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