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Course Information

Grade Level: 
Grade 5
Subject: 
ELA
Unit Title:
Module 4: Breaking Barriers
Unit Duration:
35 Days

Instructional Information
Standards
Foundational
5.F.F.1.c. Read a wide range of grade-level texts aloud with accurate and automatic prosody (phrasing, expression, juncture/pause, and intonation) to aid comprehension.
Language
5.L.GC.2.a: Apply understandings of sentence structure to comprehend a wide variety of grade-level texts.
5.L.GC.2.b: Use a variety of simple, compound, and complex sentences to strengthen clarity and coherence, maintaining consistent verb tense throughout the entire text.
5.L.GC.2.d. Elaborate on ideas and information, using adjectives and adverbs when incorporating details and descriptions to convey precise meaning and engage audiences.
5.L.V.2.a: Deconstruct words using knowledge of Greek and Latin roots, root words, and affixes to determine meaning.
5.L.V.2.b: Explain the connection between roots, root words, affixes, and parts of speech to determine the meaning of words (e.g., discuss as a verb vs. discussion as a noun).
5.L.V.3.a: Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and comparisons in text) to determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases.
5.L.V.3.b: Identify analogies and use synonyms, antonyms, homophones, and homographs to clarify intended meaning.
Texts
5.T.C.2.b. Determine credibility by assessing the strengths and weaknesses of source texts to support a message.
5.T.SS.1.c. Use text connectives, such as similarly and in contrast, to show relationships between ideas and information.
5.T.SS.2.b: Use figurative language for intentional effects when expressing ideas or conveying information.
5.T.T.1.d. Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries, adventures) from diverse cultures on their approaches to similar themes and topics.
5.T.T.2.a. Discuss and evaluate techniques used to present and design expository texts, including multiple main ideas, facts, and key details used to support the main idea.
5.T.T.2.b. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the text.
5.T.RA.1.a. Generate questions about a self-selected topic of interest to be researched, asking probing questions to compare and contrast related topics.
5.T.RA.1.b. Conduct research by locating, gathering, curating, and integrating information from multiple credible sources, including print, digital, and personal communication, about a self-selected topic.
5.T.RA.1.c. Consider and integrate information from research, including relevant and accurate evidence from two or more credible sources.
5.T.RA.2.a. Refer to specific passages or quotations from a text to support an idea, answer, or opinion, recording the referenced information’s page number.
5.T.RA.2.c. Use basic parenthetical citations to credit the source used.
Practices 
K-12.P.EICC.1.e Participate in a community of readers and writers by developing group norms, discussing texts, sharing individual writing, listening as others share their writing, and offering and responding to feedback. 
K-12.P.EICC.3.g Determine the meanings of unfamiliar words and concepts by applying knowledge of context and of academic vocabulary and word parts
K-12.P.EICC.4.f Evaluate the text’s effectiveness based on self-review or feedback from others, determining whether the text matches the purpose and goals for writing. 
K-12.P.EICC.4.h  Edit the text, ensuring it adheres to the conventions of written language. 
K-12.P.AC.2.a Integrate literary, expository, and persuasive (grades K-5) or rhetorical (grades 6-12) elements to appeal to target audiences and achieve specific purposes
K-12.P.AC.3.a Explore and create texts in various modes and genres, developing and applying knowledge of how specific features impact meaning, tone, style, purpose, and audience. 
K-12.P.CP.1.a Arrive to group discussions and collaborative meetings prepared to be an active participant in the work.
K-12.P.CP.1.c Contribute to discussions and shared projects by offering ideas, listening to the ideas of others, and providing feedback. 
K-12.P.CP.2.a Communicate clearly to present ideas, information, and texts. 
Click Link to Access Full List of Continuing Standards.
Essential Question
How and why do writers play with words?
Vocabulary
See Appendix B in Teacher Edition
Learning Experiences
Focusing Question 1: How can sports affect the way we view others?
	Lesson
	Texts
	Content Framing Question
	Craft Framing Question
	Learning Goals

	1
	“Nelson Mandela Iconic Speech—‘Sport Has the Power to Change the World’”
	Distill
What is the essential meaning of the documentary about Nelson Mandela and South Africa’s 1995 Rugby World Cup victory?
	
	Analyze the significance of South Africa’s victory at the 1995 Rugby World Cup for Nelson Mandela and the people of South Africa. 

Use knowledge of the roots crat/cracy as clues to meanings of words.

	2

QS
	“Raymond’s Run”
	Reveal

What does a deeper exploration of the narrator reveal in “Raymond’s Run”?

	
	Infer and describe Squeaky’s traits, citing textual evidence to support descriptions. 

Analyze vernacular in context to infer meaning and deepen understanding of character. 

	3

QS
	“Raymond’s Run”
	Reveal

What does a deeper exploration of Squeaky’s perspective reveal in “Raymond’s Run”?
	Examine

Why is correct spelling important?

 

Experiment

How does editing for correct spelling work?
	Analyze how Squeaky’s perspective of her brother Raymond and her rival Gretchen change after the race in “Raymond’s Run,” citing and elaborating on evidence from the story. 

Spell homophones and commonly misused words correctly. 

	4

FQT1

	“Raymond’s Run”

“Nelson Mandela Iconic Speech—‘Sport Has the Power to Change the World’”
	Know

How does “Raymond’s Run” build your knowledge of how sports can create unity and understanding among people?

	Execute

How do I edit for correct spelling in Focusing Question Task 1?
	Express a central theme of the short story “Raymond’s Run.” 

Explain how Squeaky’s perspective and understanding of either Raymond or Gretchen changes in “Raymond’s Run” because of the race. 
Edit writing to correct spelling errors. 



Focusing Question 2: How can sports create opportunities for change?
	Lesson
	Texts
	Content Framing Question
	Craft Framing Question
	Learning Goals

	5

QS
	We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball
	Organize

What’s happening in We Are the Ship?
	Examine

Why is research important?

 

Examine

Why is proper punctuation important with items in a series?
	Summarize what the Negro Leagues are, drawing on ideas from the text. 

Explain the importance of using multiple sources when researching a topic. 

Add commas to items in a series, and explain why the commas are needed. 

	6
	We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball
	Organize

What’s happening in “2nd Inning” of We Are the Ship?
	Examine

Why is using evidence important in research?

 

Experiment

How does punctuating items in a series work?
	Identify the overall text structure of “2nd Inning”; reflect on how text structure improves comprehension of the text. 
Explain how Kadir Nelson uses evidence to support his research in We Are the Ship. 

Use commas to separate items in a series. 

	7
	We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball
	Reveal

What does a deeper exploration of text structure reveal in “3rd Inning” of We Are the Ship?
	Experiment

How does paraphrasing evidence work?

 

Execute

How do I use punctuating items in a series in my writing?
	Compare and contrast how Kadir Nelson uses text structures to tell about the Negro League players; explain how text structures impact understanding of a text. 

Analyze and revise sample paraphrasing of textual information to meet the characteristics of successful paraphrases. 

Use commas with items in a series. 

	8

QS
	We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball
	Reveal

What does a deeper exploration of text structure reveal in “4th Inning” of We Are the Ship?
	Experiment

How does directly quoting evidence work?

 

Examine

Why are conjunctions important?
	Compare and contrast how Kadir Nelson uses text structures to tell about the Negro League players; explain how text structures impact understanding of a text. 

Select an excerpt from the text to meet the characteristics of successful direct quotations to support a main idea. 

Identify coordinating and subordinating conjunctions in sentences, and explain their functions. 

	9

NR1
	We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball

“Cool Papa Bell”; “Josh Gibson”
	Reveal

What does a deeper exploration of players’ accomplishments reveal in “5th Inning” of We Are the Ship and in the New-Read Assessment 1 texts?
	Experiment

How do conjunctions work?
	Analyze how an illustration supports a main idea in “5th Inning” of We Are the Ship. 

Compare and contrast how two articles use text structures to highlight a famous Negro League baseball player. 

Explain how a conjunction in a sentence supports understanding of a Negro League player’s talents. 

Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions in sentences. 

	10

QS
	We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball
	Reveal

What does a deeper exploration of the treatment of Negro League players reveal in “6th Inning” and “7th Inning” of We Are the Ship?
	Execute

How do I use paraphrased evidence in a paragraph response?
	Paraphrase evidence to support a topic statement.

Apply knowledge of the prefix sym– to deepen understanding of the words sympathy and sympathetic. 

	11

QS
	We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball
	Reveal

What does a deeper exploration of the path toward baseball’s integration reveal in “8th Inning” of We Are the Ship?
	Execute

How do I use directly quoted evidence in a paragraph response?
	Use directly quoted evidence to support a topic statement. 

Use the relationship between integrating and segregated to better understand the meaning of each word. 

	12

QS
	We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball

“Jackie Robinson”
	Reveal

What does a deeper exploration of the path toward baseball’s integration reveal in “9th Inning” of We Are the Ship?

	
	Explain how the integration of baseball affected the practices of segregation and discrimination in the United States.

Generate relationships between particular words (e.g., synonyms, antonyms, homographs) to better understand the word barrier. 

	13

FQT2
	“Jackie Robinson”

We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball




	Reveal

What does a deeper exploration of baseball’s integration reveal in “Extra Innings” of We Are the Ship?

	Examine and Experiment

Why is sequencing ideas logically important, and how does it work?
	Develop a thesis statement for Focusing Question Task 2 with three logically sequenced points.

Use the relationship between particular words within the text to better understand the word bitter. 

	14
	We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball
	Distill

What is the essential meaning of We Are the Ship?
	Execute

How do I logically sequence my ideas as I plan my speech for Focusing Question Task 2?
	Identify two of the main ideas of We Are the Ship, and explain how Kadir Nelson conveys those ideas. 

Paraphrase evidence from We Are the Ship, and elaborate on its importance to support at least two points.

Generate synonyms and antonyms for the words fortitude, resilience, and antagonism to better understand the text. 

	15
	We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball
	Know

How does We Are the Ship build my knowledge?
	Execute

How do I logically sequence my ideas as I rehearse my speech for Focusing Question Task 2?

 

Execute

How do I use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions in my sentences about Hank Aaron?
	Rehearse ideas for a speech, using note cards to organize information. 

Use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions to show relationships between or the importance of ideas in sentences. 

	16
	We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball
	Know

How does We Are the Ship build my knowledge of the power of sports?
	Excel

How do I improve on logically sequencing my ideas when I deliver my speech?
	Present a speech on the importance of celebrating the Negro Leagues on Jackie Robinson Day. 



Focusing Question 3: How can people challenge or overcome barriers through sports?
	Lesson
	Texts
	Content Framing Question
	Craft Framing Question
	Learning Goals

	17
	“Always #LikeAGirl”

“A Boston Marathon First: Bobbi Gibb on Her History-Making Run”

	Know

How does the documentary build know my knowledge of how people can challenge or overcome barriers through sports?
	Examine

Why is using several sources to build knowledge about a topic important?
	Summarize information about runner Bobbi Gibb after watching a short documentary. 

Infer how filmmakers used historical film footage and photographs to build knowledge about Bobbi Gibb’s story. 

Generate sentences to better understand the relationship between ideas presented in two videos. 

	18

QS
	“Afghan Sprinter Tahmina Kohistani Shows What’s Possible for Muslim Women”

“A Boston Marathon First: Bobbi Gibb on Her History-Making Run”

	Know

How does the article about Tahmina Kohistani build my knowledge of how people can challenge or overcome barriers through sports?
	Experiment

How does searching for different sources about a topic work?

 

Examine

Why are correlative conjunctions important?
	Scan an article to locate evidence to support answers to questions about Tahmina Kohistani, and use the evidence to answer those questions. 

Conduct an Internet search to find two additional sources about either Bobbi Gibb or Tahmina Kohistani, recording information about each source. 
Identify and use correlative conjunctions in sentences. 

	19
	Joie de Vivre

“Fugees: Arete Honors 2008”

	Know

How does the video build my knowledge of how people challenge or overcome barriers through sports?
	Experiment

How does gathering relevant information from a source work?

 

Experiment

How do correlative conjunctions work?
	Describe the materials and process sculptor Mark di Suvero uses to create his sculpture, along with challenges presented by the project. 

Gather and paraphrase relevant information from the Fugees video to answer research questions.

Use correlative conjunctions to write sentences about the Fugees. 

	20

QS
	“Refugees Find Hope, Film Deal on Soccer Field”
	Know

How do different sources about the Fugees build my knowledge?
	Experiment

How does using several sources to gather relevant information about my topic work?

	Gather and paraphrase relevant information about the Fugees to develop answers to research questions. 

Apply the prefix trans– to more deeply understand transportation, transition, and transformed. 

	21

QS
	“CNN Hero Luma Mufleh: From Refugee to Fugees”

“Helping Refugee Kids Find Their Footing in the U.S.”

“Meet CNN Hero Luma Mufleh”

“Refugees Find Hope, Film Deal on Soccer Field”

“Fugees: Arete Honors 2008”
	Know

How do different sources about the Fugees build my knowledge?
	Experiment

How does synthesizing information from different sources work?

 

Execute

How do I use correlative conjunctions in my writing?
	Gather and paraphrase relevant information about the Fugees from another source to develop answers to research questions. 

Synthesize information from several sources to summarize and reflect on the significance of the Fugees’ story. 

Use correlative conjunctions in reflections about the Fugees. 

	22
	Joie de Vivre

“The Mandeville Legacy”

	Know

How does the documentary about the Paralympics build my knowledge of how people can challenge or overcome barriers through sports?
	
	Interpret meaning from a sculpture by analyzing a quotation by the artist. 

Listen to gather relevant information from a documentary about Dr. Ludwig Guttmann and the Paralympics to answer research questions. 

Apply para– to more deeply understand paralyzed, paraplegic, parallel, and Paralympics.

	23

NR2

FQT3
	“About the Paralympics: Paralympic History”

“History in Detail: Dr. Ludwig Guttmann”
	Know
How do the different sources about Ludwig Guttmann and the Paralympics build my knowledge?
	
	Navigate several informational texts about Ludwig Guttmann and the Paralympics to answer questions about the topic. 

Integrate information from several sources about Ludwig Guttmann and the Paralympics to reflect on the impact and significance of Guttmann’s work. 

Use context clues and a dictionary to better understand the words baffled and zeal. 

	24

SS
	The Fall of Icarus

Joie de Vivre
	Know
How do the artwork and other module texts build my knowledge of how people challenge or overcome barriers?
	
	Integrate understanding of Henri Matisse’s background and artistic processes and the story of Icarus to support analysis of how The Fall of Icarus cutout suggests feelings or emotions. 

Synthesize understanding of how artists Henri Matisse and Mark di Suvero challenge barriers through art, drawing connections between these artists and individuals and groups who challenge barriers through sports. 

Demonstrate understanding of the root posit, and apply knowledge to other words. 

	25
	Texts for small group research
	Know
How do the texts about my topic build my knowledge?
	Examine
Why is varying sentence beginning and length important?
	Conduct initial research, using several different sources, to explore and learn about a topic. 

Evaluate informational texts about a topic, and choose sources to support a research task. 

Identify the ways writers add variety to sentences. 

	26
	Texts for small group research

“Jackie Robinson”

“About the Paralympics: Paralympic History”

	Know
How do the texts about my topic build my knowledge?
	Examine
Why are visual and multimedia elements important when presenting information?
	Gather and paraphrase relevant information about a research topic from several sources. 

Explain how visual and multimedia elements can enhance information in a presentation. 

Revise sentences to vary length, type, and beginnings. 

	27
	Texts for small group research
	Know
How do the texts about my topic build my knowledge?
	Experiment
How do visual and multimedia elements work in a presentation?

 

Execute
How do I use sentence variety to write about the athlete I am researching?
	Gather and paraphrase relevant information about a research topic from several sources. 

Choose and describe a visual or multimedia element for a sample Hall of Fame exhibit, and explain how it develops or enhances the exhibit’s main ideas. 

Use sentence variety to add interest to writing. 

	28
	Texts for small group research


	Know
How does my research about my athlete build my knowledge?
	Excel
How do I improve sentence variety in my Hall of Fame exhibit text?
	Synthesize information from several sources to discuss the significance of an athlete’s accomplishments and story. 

Integrate information from several sources to explain how an athlete challenges or overcomes barriers through sports. 

Include a variety of sentence types and beginnings in a written response to Focusing Question Task 3.

	29
	Texts for small group research
	Know
How can visual and multimedia elements build my knowledge about my athlete?

	Execute
How do we use visual and multimedia elements to enhance our Hall of Fame exhibit?
	Choose visual and multimedia elements to enhance an athlete Hall of Fame exhibit, explaining how each element enhances the exhibit. 

	30

EOM
	Texts for small group research
	Know

How do our Hall of Fame exhibits build our knowledge?
	Execute

How have we used different sources, including visual and multimedia elements, to build and share knowledge about our topic in our Hall of Fame exhibits?
	Present research about an athlete who challenges or overcomes barriers through sports, using visual displays and multimedia components to enhance main ideas.



Focusing Question 4: How can sports influence individuals and societies?
	Lesson
	Texts
	Content Framing Question
	Craft Framing Question
	Learning Goals

	31
	“Helping Refugee Kids Find Their Footing in the U.S.”

Fugees Family website
	Know
How does the Fugees Family website build my knowledge of this organization?
	Experiment
How does using an organization’s website to find information work?
	Navigate an organization’s website to find information about its mission and work. 

Annotate an exemplar EOM Task research essay for specific criteria. 

	32

VOC1
	“Street Soccer”

“Finding Common Ground on the Soccer Field”

“Guardians of the Game”
	Know
How do the texts about soccer organizations build my knowledge of the power of sports?
	Execute
How do I use what I know about the research process to gather and organize information for my EOM Task essay?
	Locate and record basic bibliographic information for two online sources. 

Gather and paraphrase relevant information from multiple sources on a topic to answer research questions. 

Demonstrate acquisition of grade-appropriate academic and domain-specific words. 

	35
	“Street Soccer”

“Finding Common Ground on the Soccer Field”

“Guardians of the Game”

	Know
How do these texts build my knowledge?
	Excel
How do I improve using different sources in my EOM Task research essay?

Excel
How do I improve my spelling in my EOM Task?
	Write a research essay, focusing on synthesizing information from multiple sources and using directly quoted and paraphrased information to support key ideas. 

Improve the clarity of key points in a research essay by collaborating with a peer to strengthen the use of multiple sources. 

Edit EOM Task for correct spelling. 



Focusing Question 5: What is the story of the year?
	Lesson
	Texts
	Content Framing Question
	Craft Framing Question
	Learning Goals

	36

SS
	All Module 1-4 Core Texts
	Know
How do this year’s texts build my knowledge?
	
	Reflect on the challenges characters and people from the module’s core texts faced, comparing and contrasting their responses to these challenges; apply knowledge built about challenges, responses, and values to own lives. 




Assessment Tasks
	Assessment
	Success Criteria

	FQT1. Write an informative/explanatory paragraph that explains how a character’s perspective toward another character changes through an experience with sport, using evidence from “Raymond’s Run.”
	Demonstrate an understanding of the influence sport has on an individual.

Use evidence and elaboration to support a point.


	FQT2. Give a speech explaining why all Negro League players should be honored and remembered on April 15, Jackie Robinson Day, using paraphrased and directly quoted evidence from We Are the Ship:The Story of Negro League Baseball.
	Demonstrate an ability to paraphrase and directly quote evidence to support a point.

Sequence ideas logically.

Demonstrate an understanding of the influence sports have on society.

	FQT3. In small groups, research an athlete who challenged a barrier through sports, and create an exhibit for a “Hall of Fame for Barrier-Breakers in Sports” about the athlete and their accomplishments using text, visuals, and multimedia elements.
	Demonstrate the ability to research a topic using online sources.

Demonstrate an understanding of how an athlete can use sports to influence individuals and societies.

	NR1.  Read two articles about two Negro League baseball players, and then respond to multiple-choice and short-answer questions comparing and contrasting text structures and explaining the function of a conjunction.
	Demonstrate the ability to use text structure to comprehend an unfamiliar text.

Demonstrate an understanding of a conjunction to use later in writing to create greater sentence variety.

	NR2. Read two articles about the Paralympics, and then respond to multiple-choice and short-answer questions, demonstrating the ability to locate answers to specific questions.
	Demonstrate the ability to use sources to answer a question quickly.

Demonstrate an understanding of the influence sports have on individuals and society.


	EOM Task: Write an informative/explanatory research essay that explains how an organization is using the sport of soccer to influence individuals and societies. Create a thesis with two points, and use evidence from three sources, two of which are researched individually, to support points.
	Demonstrate an understanding of how sports can influence individuals and societies.

Synthesize information from three sources, using both paraphrases and directly quoted evidence.

Create a list of sources used.


*Additional Assessments including Socratic Seminars and Vocabulary Assessments are available in the Module Overview of the TE. 
Content Resources
CORE TEXTS
Cutout 
The Fall of Icarus(1943), Henri Matisse
Literary Nonfiction (Informational)
We Are the Ship: The Story of Negro League Baseball, Kadir Nelson
Sculpture
Joie de Vivre, Mark di Suvero:
Image 1 (Getty Images)
Image 2 (Wikimedia)
Image 3 (Getty Images)
Image 4 (WNYC)

SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTS
Articles
“About the Paralympics: Paralympic History,” PBS Medal Quest (Handouts 23B and 24B)
“Afghan Sprinter Tahmina Kohistani Shows What’s Possible for Muslim Women,” Mike Wise
“Cool Papa Bell,” National Baseball Hall of Fame
“History in Detail: Dr. Ludwig Guttmann,” British Paralympic Association (Handout 23B)
“Finding Common Ground on the Soccer Field,” Todd Tuell (Handout 32D)
“Guardians of the Game,” Todd Tuell (Handout 32E)
“Helping Refugee Kids Find Their Footing in the U.S.,” Laura Klairmont
“Henri Matisse: The Cut-Outs,” Museum of Modern Art
“Jackie Robinson,” National Baseball Hall of Fame
“Josh Gibson,” National Baseball Hall of Fame
“Refugees Find Hope, Film Deal on Soccer Field,” Kathy Lohr
“Street Soccer,” Connie Colón (Handout 32C)
“Jackie Robinson,” Britannica Kids
Maps
Afghanistan, Encyclopedia Britannica
Latin America, University of Texas
Zuccotti Park, Google Maps

Short Story
“Raymond’s Run,” Toni Cade Bambara (Handout 2B)
Photograph
Photograph of Broadway Mall, HarlemGal
Videos
“A Boston Marathon First: Bobby Gibb on Her History-Making Run,” CBS Boston
“Always #LikeAGirl,” Always
“Fugees: Arete Honors 2008,” Fugees Family
“Meet CNN Hero Luma Mufleh,” CNN.com
“CNN Hero Luma Mufleh: From Refugee to Fugees,” CNN.com
“ESPY Awards—Nelson Mandela” documentary, Scott Duncan
“Nelson Mandela Iconic Speech—‘Sport Has the Power to Change the World’”
“The Mandeville Legacy—Paralympics Documentary,” Cliff Productions
The Rise and Fall of Jim Crow, California Newsreel

Websites
Fugees Family
Negro Leagues Baseball Museum Historical Timeline
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