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Cola Shelby
Superintendent of Education
RFQ No.: NMSD_2026-27_RFQ_ED_WEB_01
Title: Request for Quotations for Web-Based Instructional Licenses for PK–12
Issue Date: July 7, 2026
Submission Deadline: July 16, 2026




About Newton Municipal School District

Located in Newton, Newton Municipal School District is a close-knit rural public school district dedicated to providing high-quality educational opportunities for students from early childhood through graduation. The district serves the community through Newton Elementary School, N.H. Pilate Middle School, and Newton High School, fostering a culture of academic excellence, student support, and community involvement. As a district committed to continuous growth and achievement, Newton Municipal School District proudly maintains a “B” district accountability rating, reflecting its commitment to improving student outcomes and overall school performance.

Guided by its motto, “Learning, Inspiring and Thriving – As One!,” Newton Municipal School District works to ensure that all students have access to meaningful educational experiences and support systems that prepare them for future success. The district receives federal support through Title I, Title II, Title IV, and Title V funding programs, which help strengthen academic instruction, professional development, student support services, technology integration, family engagement, and college and career readiness initiatives. Through strong leadership, dedicated educators, and collaborative community partnerships, the district continues striving to provide equitable opportunities and a positive learning environment for every student.




[image: ]Dr. Natasha Porter, Assistant Superintendent/Federal Programs Director
Newton Municipal School District
PO Box 150
Newton, MS 39345
Phone: (601) 683-2451 Ext. 122; Cell
(601) 357-0268
Email: nmporter@nmsd.us
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A. [bookmark: _bookmark0]Purpose and Authority
This Request for Quotes (RFQ) is issued by the Newton Municipal School District (“the district”) in accordance with Mississippi Code § 31-7-13, the Education Department General Administrative Regulations (EDGAR), and the Uniform Grant Guidance (UGG) 2 CFR § 200.317–200.327. The goal is to solicit competitive, responsive, and
responsible quotes from vendors offering federally compliant web-based instructional licenses for PK–12.

B. [bookmark: _bookmark1]Scope of Work
Vendors must provide web-based instructional licenses suitable for one or more of the following:
· Core academics (Math, Reading, English Language Arts, Science, Social Studies)
· Special education
· English Learners and multilingual support
· Gifted and other special populations
· Diagnostic and/or Benchmark assessments, supports, and reporting tools
· Supplemental and intervention programs
· College and career readiness
· Early Childhood (PK/K)
· ACT/ACT WorkKeys
· Other instructional or enrichment content for PK–12
· Mental Health/Social Emotional Supports/Programs/Tools
· Parent Communication/Involvement Tools
· School Based Communication System
· Organizational/Productivity Services
· Professional Development/Training Platforms
· Career and Technical Education (CTE) & STEM/Coding
· Library and Media Resources
· Student Data Analytics and "Early Warning" Systems
· Virtual Reality (VR) and Augmented Reality (AR)

· Any other web-based digital platforms or software licenses that support the instructional, social-emotional, or administrative goals of Newton Municipal School District.

Licenses must:
· Be web-based and accessible on district devices
· Align with Mississippi College- and Career-Readiness Standards
· Support district assessment and reporting requirements
· Comply with FERPA, COPPA, and cybersecurity laws
· Include technical and customer support


C. [bookmark: _bookmark2]Objective for the Request
Newton Municipal School District seeks to establish a pool of approved vendors offering web-based instructional licenses that address the diverse instructional needs
of students across all grade levels and subject areas. The district will select licenses that best meet its needs from among the qualified submissions.

D. [bookmark: _bookmark3]Pricing/Quotes/Specifications
All pricing will be evaluated for cost reasonableness in accordance with 2 CFR § 200.404 and 200.405. The district reserves the right to request a detailed cost breakdown to
ensure pricing reflects market rates and allowable federal costs. Each vendor must include:
· Itemized description of each web-based license offered (including grade levels and subject areas served)
· Unit and total cost per license (annual, multi-year, or per-student pricing options)
· Minimum and maximum user/license thresholds
· Implementation and onboarding timeline
· Company background and qualifications
· Proof of UEI and active SAM.gov registration
· W-9 form and certificate of insurance ($1M/$2M liability minimum)
· Three (3) public K–12 references
· Sample contract and terms of use
· Evidence of compliance with federal and state procurement and data privacy requirements
All quotes must be valid for one full calendar year from the date of award.

E. [bookmark: _bookmark4]Contract Specifications
If awarded, contracts will be issued for licenses and services rendered during the 2026–27 school year and must be renewable based on performance and funding availability.
Contract terms may be modified or terminated at the discretion of the District in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.

If awarded a contract from the vendor’s submission to this request following a thorough competitive bidding process, the vendor should expect:
· Length of Contract: At least One full academic year (2026-27)
· Contract Approval: Prior to the extension of a contract to a successful vendor, the District shall seek Newton Municipal School District School Board approval unless otherwise instructed by District administrative powers.
· Type of Contract: It is anticipated that this contract will be a fixed price contract with payment made upon delivery of licenses and receipt of required documentation.


F. [bookmark: _bookmark5]RFP Schedule
	RFP Released:
	July 7, 2026

	RFP Submission Deadline:
	July 16, 2026

	Vendor Selection:
	July 16, 2026 (tentative)

	RFP Conservator Approval:
	July 23, 2026



G. [bookmark: _bookmark6]Submission Requirements
All quotes must include:
1. Itemized product description (web-based license, grade levels, subject areas, services, etc.)
2. Unit and total cost
3. Implementation and onboarding timeline
4. Company background and qualifications
5. Proof of UEI and active SAM.gov registration
6. W-9 form and certificate of insurance ($1M/$2M liability minimum)
7. Three (3) public K–12 references
8. A copy of your proposed contract/terms of use, if applicable

H. [bookmark: _bookmark7]Submission Instructions
Please submit a complete proposal through:
· An electronic proposal in PDF format e-mailed to: nmporter@nmsd.us and nmsd_business@nmsd.us OR
· A posted proposal to www.centralauctionhouse.com
All questions, comments, and requests for clarification must be in writing to
nmporter@nmsd.us and nmsd_business@nmssd.us. NMSD reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to determine appropriate and adequate responses to the written comments, questions, and requests for clarification.


I. [bookmark: _bookmark8]Evaluation Criteria
Quotes will be reviewed by a committee of district stakeholders including instructional leadership and staff, using the published criteria. Evaluation will consider:
· Alignment to District Needs and Standards
· Program Operations
· Record of Performance
· Price Reasonableness

The District reserves the right to select all or a portion of the quotation for the web-based service based on the need and availability of funds.

Please see the annexed document Annex 1: Evaluation Criteria.


J. [bookmark: _bookmark9]Legal and Federal Compliance
The district reserves the right to reject any or all quotes. Vendors must not be
suspended, debarred, or otherwise ineligible for federal procurement (2 CFR Part 180). This contract will be governed by Mississippi law. This RFQ is contingent on availability of funds and appropriation by the Mississippi Legislature or federal granting agency.
Contracts may be terminated for cause or convenience. Vendor must comply with:
· Mississippi Code § 31-7-13
· 2 CFR §§ 200.317–327 (Procurement Standards)
· 2 CFR §§ 200.333–337 (Record Retention and Access)
· FERPA, COPPA, and cybersecurity standards
· Executive Order 11246 (Equal Employment Opportunity)
· E-Verify, §§ 71-11-1 and 71-11-3 Mississippi Employment Protection Act

K. [bookmark: _bookmark10]Confidentiality, Indemnification, and Rights
All data shared or accessed as part of this agreement remains the sole property of the District. Vendors must ensure data privacy and report breaches promptly. The
contractor shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the District and its employees against all claims arising from acts or omissions related to the agreement. All rights to materials, reports, or deliverables remain with the District unless otherwise agreed upon in writing. Proprietary information must be clearly marked.


L. [bookmark: _bookmark11]Standard Terms and Conditions
Certain terms and conditions are required for contracting. Therefore, the offeror shall assure agreement and compliance with the following standard terms and conditions.

1) [bookmark: _bookmark12]ACCESS TO RECORDS

The Contractor agrees that the NMSD, Mississippi Department of Education, United States Department of Education, the Comptroller General of the United States, or any of its duly authorized representatives, at any time during the term of this agreement, shall have access to, and the right to audit and examine any pertinent books, documents, papers, and records of the Contractor related to this specific contract for the purpose of making audits, examinations, excerpts, or transcriptions. Such records shall be kept by the Contractor for a period of five (5) years after final payments and all other pending matters are closed under this agreement. The contractor agrees to refund to the NMSD any overpayment disclosed by any such audit. However, if any litigation, claim, negotiation, audit, or other action involving the records has been started before the expiration of the 5-year period, the records shall be retained until completion of the action and resolution of all issues that arise from it.

NMSD manages all evaluation materials per the Mississippi Public Records Act (Miss. Code Ann. § 25-61-1 et seq.). To ensure a fair process, requests for scoring data must be submitted in writing to the Office of the Superintendent for formal review. As permitted by Miss. Code Ann. § 25-61-7, the requesting party is responsible for all costs related to the search and redaction of records. Evaluation and rating data will not be released until the School Board has awarded the contract and the seven (7) day protest period has concluded.

2) [bookmark: _bookmark13]APPLICABLE LAW

The contract shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Mississippi, excluding its conflicts of law provisions, and any litigation with respect thereto shall be brought in the courts of the State. The Contractor shall comply with applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations. In compliance with State law, the Contractor, if employed by a public entity, must make arrangements with his/her employer to take the appropriate leave (professional, etc.) during the period of service covered by the Contractor.
NEWTON MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
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3) [bookmark: _bookmark14]ASSIGNMENT

The Contractor shall not assign or subcontract, in whole or in part, its rights or obligations under this agreement without the prior written consent of the NMSD. Any attempted assignment without said consent shall be void and of no effect.

4) [bookmark: _bookmark15]AUTHORITY TO CONTRACT

The Contractor warrants (a) that it is a validly organized business with valid authority to enter into this agreement; (b) that it is qualified to do business and in good standing in the State of Mississippi; (c) that entry into and performance under this agreement is not restricted or prohibited by any loan, security, financing, contractual, or other agreement of any kind; and (d) notwithstanding any other provision of this agreement to the contrary, that there are no existing legal proceedings or prospective legal proceedings, either voluntary or otherwise, which may adversely affect its ability to perform its obligations under this agreement.

5) [bookmark: _bookmark16]COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS

The Contractor understands that the NMSD is an Equal Opportunity Employer and therefore maintains a policy that prohibits unlawful discrimination based on race, color, creed, sex, age, national origin, physical handicap, disability, or any other consideration made unlawful by federal, state, or local laws. All such discrimination is unlawful, and the Contractor agrees during the term of the agreement that the Contractor will strictly adhere to this policy in its employment practices and provision of services. The Contractor shall comply with Executive Order 11246 of September 24, 1965, entitled “Equal Employment Opportunity,” as amended by Executive Order 11375 of October 13, 1967, and as supplemented by the Department of Labor. All activities under this agreement shall be subject to, all applicable federal, State of Mississippi, and local laws and regulations, as now existing and as may be amended or modified.

6) [bookmark: _bookmark17]INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR

The Contractor shall perform all services as an independent contractor and shall at no time act as an agent for the NMSD. No act performed or representation made, whether oral or written, by contractor with respect to third parties shall be binding on the NMSD.

7) [bookmark: _bookmark18]COPYRIGHTS AND PATENTS

Contractor (i) agrees that the NMSD shall determine the disposition of the title to and the rights under any copyright or patent by Contractor or employees on copyrightable
NEWTON MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
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material first produced, composed, discovered or invented in the course of or under this agreement, and (ii) hereby grants to the NMSD a royalty free, nonexclusive, irrevocable license to reproduce, translate, publish, use and dispose of, and to authorize others to do so, all copyrighted or (copyrightable) work not first produced or composed by Contractor in the performance of this agreement, but which is incorporated in the material furnished under the agreement, provided that such license shall be only to the extent Contractor now has, or prior to the completion of full final settlements of agreement may acquire, the right to grant such license without becoming liable to pay compensation to others solely because of such grant.
Contractor further agrees that all material produced and/or delivered under this contract will not, to the best of the Contractor's knowledge, infringe upon the copyright, patent, or any other proprietary rights of any third party. Should any aspect of the materials become, or in the Contractor's opinion be likely to become, the subject of any infringement claim or suit, the Contractor shall procure the rights to such material or replace or modify the material to make it non-infringing.

8) [bookmark: _bookmark19]DISCLOSURE OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

In the event that either party to this agreement receives notice that a third party requests divulgence of confidential or otherwise protected information and/or has served upon it a subpoena or other validly issued administrative or judicial process ordering divulgence of confidential or otherwise protected information, that party shall promptly inform the other party and thereafter respond in conformity with such subpoena to the extent mandated by law. This section shall survive the termination or completion of this agreement. The parties agree that this section is subject to and superseded by Mississippi Code Ann. Section 25-61-1, et seq.

9) [bookmark: _bookmark20]EXCEPTIONS TO CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION

Contractor and the NMSD shall not be obligated to treat as confidential and proprietary any information disclosed by the other party (“the Disclosing Party”) which (a) is rightfully known to the recipient prior to negotiations leading to this agreement, other than information obtained in confidence under prior engagements; (b) is generally known or easily ascertainable by non-parties of ordinary skill in the business of the customer; (c) is released by the Disclosing Party to any other person, firm, or entity (including governmental agencies or bureaus) without restriction; (d) is independently developed by the recipient without any reliance on confidential information; (e) is or later becomes part of the public domain or may be lawfully obtained by the NMSD or the Contractor from any non-party; or (f) is disclosed with the Disclosing Party’s prior written consent.


10) [bookmark: _bookmark21]MODIFICATION OR RENEGOTIATION

This agreement may be modified, altered, or changed only by written agreement signed by the parties hereto. The parties agree to renegotiate the agreement if federal and/or State revisions of any applicable laws or regulations make changes to this agreement necessary.
11) [bookmark: _bookmark22]REPRESENTATION REGARDING CONTINGENT FEES

The Contractor represents that it has not retained a person to solicit or secure a State contract upon an agreement or understanding for a commission, percentage, brokerage, or contingent fee, except as disclosed in the Contractor’s bid or proposal.

12) [bookmark: _bookmark23]REPRESENTATION REGARDING GRATUITIES

The bidder, offeror, or Contractor represents that it has not violated, is not violating, and promises that it will not violate the prohibition against gratuities.

13) [bookmark: _bookmark24]AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS

It is expressly understood and agreed that the obligation of the NMSD to proceed under this agreement is conditioned upon the appropriation of funds by the Mississippi State Legislature and the receipt of state and/or federal funds. If the funds anticipated for the continuing fulfillment of the agreement are, at any time, not forthcoming or insufficient, either through the failure of the federal government to provide funds or of the State of Mississippi to appropriate funds or the discontinuance or material alteration of the program under which funds were provided, or if funds are not otherwise available to the NMSD, the NMSD shall have the right, upon ten (10) working days written notice to the Contractor, to terminate this agreement without damage, penalty, cost, or expense to the NMSD of any kind. The effective date of termination shall be as specified in the notice of termination.

14) [bookmark: _bookmark25]STOP WORK ORDER

(1) Order to stop work. The Purchasing Agent of NMSD may, by written order to the Contractor at any time and without notice to any surety, require the Contractor to stop all or any part of the work called for by this contract. This order shall be for a specified period not exceeding 90 days after the order is delivered to the Contractor, unless the parties agree to any further period. Any such order shall be identified specifically as a stop work order issued pursuant to this clause. Upon receipt of such an order, the Contractor shall forthwith comply with its terms and take all reasonable steps to minimize the occurrence of costs allocable to work covered by the order during the period of work stoppage. Before the


stop work order expires, or within any further period to which the parties shall have agreed, the Business Office of NMSD shall either:

(a) cancel the stop work order; OR

(b) terminate the work covered by such an order as provided in the Termination for Default Clause or the Termination for Convenience Clause of this contract.

(2) Cancellation or Expiration of the Order. If a stop work order issued under this clause is cancelled at any time during the period specified in the order, or if the period of the order or any extension thereof expires, the Contractor shall have the right to resume work. An appropriate adjustment shall be made in the delivery schedule or Contractor price, or both, and the contract shall be modified in writing accordingly, if:

(a) the stop work order results in an increase in the time required for, or in the Contractor’s cost properly allocable to, the performance of any part of this contract; and

(b) the Contractor asserts a claim for such an adjustment within 30 days after the end of the period of work stoppage; provided that, if the Procurement Officer of NMSD decides that the facts justify such action, any such claim asserted may be received and acted upon at any time prior to final payment under this contract.

(3) Termination of Stopped Work. If a stop work order is not cancelled and the work covered by such an order is terminated for default or convenience, the reasonable costs resulting from the stop work order shall be allowed by adjustment or otherwise.

(4) Adjustment of price Any adjustment in contract price made pursuant to this clause shall be determined in accordance with the Price Adjustment Clause of this contract.

15) [bookmark: _bookmark26]TERMINATION FOR DEFAULT

(1) Default. If the Contractor refuses or fails to perform any of the provisions of this contract with such diligence as will ensure its completion within the time specified in this contract, or any extension thereof, otherwise fails to timely satisfy the contract provisions, or commits any other substantial breach of this contract, the Purchasing Agent of NMSD may notify the Contractor in writing of the delay or non-performance, and if not cured in ten days or any longer time


specified in writing by the Purchasing Agent of NMSD, such officer may terminate the Contractor’s right to proceed with the contract or such part of the contract as to which there has been a failure to properly perform. In the event of termination in whole or in part, the Purchasing Agent of NMSD may procure similar supplies or services in a manner and upon terms deemed appropriate by the Purchasing Agent of NMSD. The Contractor shall continue performance of the contract to the extent it is not terminated and shall be liable for excess costs incurred in procuring similar goods or services.

(2) Contractor’s Duties. Notwithstanding termination of the contract and subject to any directions from the Purchasing Agent of NMSD, the Contractor shall take timely, reasonable, and necessary action to protect and preserve property in the possession of the Contractor in which NMSD has an interest.

(3) Compensation. Payment for completed services delivered and accepted by the NMSD shall be at the contract price. The NMSD may withhold from amounts due the Contractor such sums as the Purchasing Agent of the NMSD deems necessary to protect the NMSD against loss because of outstanding liens or claims of former lien holders and to reimburse the NMSD for the excess costs incurred in procuring similar goods and services.

(4) Excuse for Non-performance or Delayed Performance. Except with respect to defaults of Subcontractors, the Contractor shall not be in default by reason of any failure in performance of this contract in accordance with its terms (including any failure by the Contractor to make progress in the prosecution of the work hereunder which endangers such performance) if the Contractor has notified the Purchasing Agent of NMSD within 15 days after the cause of the delay and the failure arises out of causes such as: acts of God; acts of the public enemy; acts of the State and any other governmental entity in its sovereign or contractual capacity; fires; floods; epidemics; quarantine restrictions; strikes or other labor disputes; freight embargoes; or unusually severe weather. If the failure to perform is caused by the failure of a Subcontractor to perform or to make progress, and if such failure arises out of causes similar to those set forth above, the Contractor shall not be deemed to be in default, unless the services to be furnished by the Subcontractor were reasonably obtainable from other sources in sufficient time to permit the Contractor to meet the contract requirements.

Upon request of the Contractor, the Purchasing Agent of NMSD shall ascertain the facts and extent of such failure, and, if such officer determines that any failure to perform was occasioned by any one or more of the excusable causes, and that, but for the excusable cause, the Contractor’s progress and
performance would have met the terms of the contract, the delivery schedule shall be revised


accordingly, subject to the rights of the NMSD under the clause entitled
“Termination for Convenience.” (As used in this Paragraph of this clause, the term “Subcontractor” means Subcontractor at any tier.)

(5) Erroneous Termination for Default. If, after notice of termination of the
Contractor’s right to proceed under the provisions of this clause, it is determined for any reason that the contract was not in default under the provisions of this clause, or that the delay was excusable under the provisions of Paragraph (4) (Excuse for Non-performance or Delayed Performance) of this clause, the rights and obligations of the parties shall, if the contract contains a clause providing for termination for convenience of the NMSD, be the same as if the notice of termination had been issued pursuant to such clause.

(6) Additional Rights and Remedies. The rights and remedies provided in this clause are in addition to any other rights and remedies provided by law or under this contract.

16) [bookmark: _bookmark27]TERMINATION FOR CONVENIENCE

(1) Termination. The Purchasing Agent of NMSD may, when the interests of the NMSD so require, terminate this contract in whole or in part, for the convenience of the NMSD. The Purchasing Agent of NMSD shall give written notice of the termination to the Contractor specifying the part of the contract terminated and when the termination becomes effective.

(2) Contractor’s Obligations. The Contractor shall incur no further obligations in connection with the terminated work, and on the date set in the notice of termination, the Contractor will stop work to the extent specified. The Contractor shall also terminate outstanding orders and subcontracts as they relate to the terminated work. The Contractor shall settle the liabilities and claims arising out of the termination of subcontractors and orders connected with the terminated work. The Purchasing Agent of NMSD may direct the
Contractor to assign the Contractor’s rights, title, and interest under terminated orders or subcontracts to the State. The Contractor must still complete the work not terminated by the notice of termination and may incur such obligations as are necessary to do so.

17) [bookmark: _bookmark28]E-VERIFICATION

The Contractor represents and warrants that it will ensure its compliance with the Mississippi Employment Protection Act, Mississippi Code Annotated §§ 71-11-1 and 71-11-3, and will register and participate in the status verification system for all newly


hired employees. The term “employee” as used herein, means any person that is hired to perform work within the State of Mississippi. As used herein, “status verification
system” means the Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigration Responsibility Act of 1996 that is operated by the United States Department of Homeland Security, also known as the E-Verify Program, or any other successor electronic verification system replacing the E-Verify Program. The Contractor agrees to maintain records of such compliance and, upon request of the State, to provide a copy of each such verification to the State. The Contractor further represents and warrants that any person assigned to perform services hereafter meets the employment eligibility requirements of all immigration laws of these warranties, the breach of which may subject the Contractor to the following:
a. termination of this Agreement and ineligibility for any state or public contract in Mississippi for up to five (5) years with notice of such cancellation/termination being made public; b. the loss of any license, permit, certification, or other document granted to the Contractor by an agency, department, or governmental entity for the right to do business in Mississippi for up to one (1) year; or, both.
b. In the event of such termination/cancellation, the Contractor shall also be liable for any additional costs incurred by the NMSD due to contract cancellation or loss of license or permit.

18) [bookmark: _bookmark29]EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

The Contractor shall be an equal opportunity employer and shall perform to all affirmative action and other applicable requirements; accordingly, contractor shall neither discriminate nor permit discrimination in its operations or employment practices against any person or group of persons on the ground of race, color, religion, national origin, disability, or sex in any manner prohibited by law.

19) [bookmark: _bookmark30]BOARD APPROVAL

It is understood that this contract is void and no payment shall be made in the event that the Conservator does not approve this contract.

20) [bookmark: _bookmark31]PERSONNEL

Contractor agrees that, at all times, the employees of the contractor furnishing or performing any of the services specified under this agreement shall do so in a proper, workmanlike, and dignified manner.


21) [bookmark: _bookmark32]CONFIDENTIALITY

The Contractor shall agree to assure the confidentiality of any records obtained from NMSD as required by state and federal privacy laws. No information, documents, or other material provided to or prepared by the contractor and deemed confidential by the NMSD pursuant to state and federal privacy laws, shall be made available to any person or organization without the prior approval of the NMSD. Any liability resulting from the wrongful disclosure of confidential information on the part of the Contractor shall rest with the Contractor. This includes all student-related data, and the contractor is required to comply with all Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) provisions.

22) [bookmark: _bookmark33]INDEMNIFICATION

To the fullest extent allowed by law, the Contractor shall indemnify, defend, save, and hold harmless, protect, and exonerate the members of the Mississippi Board of Education, the NMSD, and its commission members, officers, employees, agents, and representatives, and the State of Mississippi from and against all claims, demands, liabilities, suits, actions, damages, losses, and costs of every kind and nature whatsoever, including, without limitation, court costs, investigative fees and expenses, and attorneys’ fees, arising out of or caused by the Contractor and/or its partners, principals, agents, employees, and/or Subcontractors in the performance of or failure to perform this agreement. In the State’s sole discretion, the Contractor may be allowed to control the defense of any such claim, suit, etc. In the event the Contractor defends said claim, suit, etc., the Contractor shall use legal counsel acceptable to the State; the Contractor shall be solely responsible for all costs and/or expenses associated with such defense, and the State shall be entitled to participate in said defense.
The Contractor shall not settle any claim, suit, etc. without the NMSD’s concurrence,
which the NMSD shall not unreasonably withhold.

23) [bookmark: _bookmark34]DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION

The Contractor certifies that neither it nor its principals: (a) are presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible or voluntarily excluded from covered transactions by any federal department or agency; (b) have, within a five (5) year period preceding this agreement, been convicted of or had a civil judgment rendered against them for commission of fraud or a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain or performing a public (federal, state or local) transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of federal or state antitrust statutes or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements or receiving stolen property; (c) are presently indicted of or otherwise criminally or civilly charged by a governmental entity


[bookmark: _bookmark39]with the commission of fraud of a criminal offense in connection with obtaining, attempting to obtain or performing a public (federal, state or local) transaction or contract under a public transaction; violation of federal or state antitrust statutes or commission of embezzlement, theft, forgery, bribery, falsification or destruction of records, making false statements or receiving stolen property, and (d) have, within a five (5) year period preceding this agreement, had one or more public transaction (federal, state or local) terminated for cause or default. See Excluded Parties List System at www.epls.gov.

M. [bookmark: _bookmark35]Billing
Upon agreement of a contract, invoices should be provided in a timely manner at least by the end of each month. Invoices should be e-mailed to the business manager, assistant superintendent, and federal programs director of Newton Municipal School District and include purchase order information and signed contract and contract addendum from the Newton Municipal School District.
All invoices must indicate the total price of the items, resulting in the net price to be paid by the district. The District will pay all invoices within 45 days of the invoice being
verified for completion.
The successful firm shall report and, in writing, cancel within 30 days’ notice if services
provided in this proposal cannot be delivered.

N. [bookmark: _bookmark36]Royalties and Patents
The elected vendor shall pay all royalties and license fees. The elected vendor shall defend all suits or claims for infringement of any patent rights and shall hold the Newton Municipal School District harmless from such loss on account thereof.

O. [bookmark: _bookmark37]Insurance Requirements
The following insurance requirements must be met, or the proposal will be considered incomplete and therefore rejected.
(a) Commercial General Liability- Combined Single Limit in an amount of
$1,000,000.00 per occurrence with $2,000,000.00 aggregate.
· Current insurance certificates shall be attached to the proposal.

P. [bookmark: _bookmark38]Damage Caused by Successful Bidder
The Newton Municipal School District will hold the successful firm responsible for damage caused to the physical infrastructure, internet infrastructure, and other structures or assets of the Newton Municipal School District under all conditions.


Q. Authorization of Quotation (Signatures)
[bookmark: _bookmark40]PROPRIETARY INFORMATION
The enclosed proposal does ( ) or does not ( ) contain trade secrets or other proprietary data which the offeror wishes to remain confidential in accordance with Section 25-61-9 and 79-23-1 of the Mississippi Code.
If the enclosed proposal does include pages that the offeror wishes to designate as proprietary, please list page numbers below.



*Please check the appropriate response in the above narrative.
[bookmark: _bookmark41]CONFLICT OF INTEREST CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT
The Contractor agrees that neither Contractor nor its employees shall, directly or indirectly, engage in any activity,
which would detract from Contractor’s ability or its employees' ability to apply their best efforts, knowledge and skill to the performance of the Services. Contractor is charged with the responsibility to promptly disclose to Authority any situations that may create possible conflicts of interest so that appropriate action can be taken to address such situations. No member, official, or employee of Authority, during his or her tenure or for one year thereafter, shall have any interest in this Agreement or the proceeds thereof.

Contractor may not participate in the award or administration of a contract supported by Federal funds if a conflict of interest, real or apparent, would be involved.

In the event Contractor is or becomes aware of a conflict of interest and fails to disclose the conflict to Authority; the Authority may immediately terminate this Agreement pursuant to paragraph 7(ii)(b) hereof.

[bookmark: _bookmark42]CERTIFICATION
The undersigned certifies:
· The inclusion/exclusion of proprietary information above.
· This proposal is submitted in good faith and without collusion.
· The agreement of the Contractor to abide by and take measures to avoid conflict of interests.
· No contingent fees or gratuities were promised.
· All federal and state rules referenced in this RFP will be followed.
FIRM NAME: AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE:
PRINTED NAME & TITLE:


DATE:



District Proposal Approved by:


Cola Shelby, Superintendent
Newton Municipal School District


[bookmark: _bookmark43]Annex 1: Evaluation Criteria


	Criteria
	Criteria Evaluation Description
	Points Assigned

	

1
	Alignment to District Needs and Standards:
· Innovative and creative approach.
· Availability of target instructional supports as needed by the District.
· Connection, representation and sensitivity to cultural and ethnic diversity.
· Ability to maintain alignment with Standards of the Mississippi Department of Education.
· Dependable and consistent delivery of services as needed by the schools/district.
	

25

	Comments:

	


2
	Program Operations:
· Adequacy of resources, including personnel, equipment, financial stability, etc.
· Management and planning: the quality of procedures and organizational structures proposed for completion of work.
· Timeliness of service.
· Delivery of services as agreed that is well received by the teachers/administrators/students.
· Proven effectiveness as measured by teacher progress and student performance.
· Availability of technical support and customer service.
	


25

	Comments

	


3
	Record of Performance:
· Applicant's experience and success in conducting similar work(size/demographics)
· Experience in fulfilling contracts of similar nature.
· Quality and completeness of proposal.
· Number of years in business.
· Organizational structure.
· Integrity (products have been used in similar K-12 school districts).
	


30

	Comments

	

4
	Price:
· Total cost of proposed services.
· Service and support cost (detailed description of the rate of the products/services is provided).
· Reasonable cost for services rendered.
· Flexibility and scalability of licenses.
	

20

	Comments

	
Total Points Awarded: 100
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