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Dear Students:

Archbishop Wood’s motto, Coronam Fidelitas Merebit (Faithfulness Merits the Crown), is a guiding principle we cherish. As you carefully select your courses each year, remember your commitment to academic growth. Stay dedicated to your responsibilities as a student, and you will reap the rewards of knowledge, experience, and spiritual development that will extend far beyond your time at Archbishop Wood. The world is waiting for you to make an impact!
Course selection is an important process that should be approached thoughtfully, with guidance from your parents and counselors. Take the time to explore all available courses and choose a path that aligns with your interests. A wide range of electives is offered to help you discover your passions and discern your future college and career aspirations. Choose wisely, challenge yourself, and stay focused on your goals.

Each day, I pray that your faith continues to grow and that your journey as a member of the Archbishop Wood family leads you beyond our hallways. By remaining faithful to your goals and striving to reach your full potential, you will earn the “Crown” of graduation and carry forward the values of a Catholic education—becoming a role model who makes a meaningful difference in the world.

Thank you,
[image: ]
Dr. Katherine Nobles
Principal










Dear Students: 

This course guide contains all the courses that will potentially be offered at Archbishop Wood High School during the 2026-2027 school year. Use this course guide to determine what choices are available to you as well as what requirements you have yet to fulfill. As you review the course guide, seek assistance from your parents, counselors, and teachers. 

While you have required courses, there are many electives, especially for juniors and seniors. Think about courses that are of interest to you, ones that have sparked your curiosity, or courses that will propel you into a career. The courses are designed to prepare you for a career and college. This is your chance to control your destiny. Select courses that you will enjoy. Select courses that will be of meaning to you. 

Upon completion of the rostering process, you will be expected to complete each course during the upcoming academic year. Understandably, people and their interests do change. So, as more information becomes available to you, you may want to change your course selections. You can do so until the last day of school in June. Once your roster has been published during the summer, however, any changes in courses originally requested will be subject to a $25.00 service charge, if, and when the change is approved. After eight full school days, the course adjustment window will close. 
 
Read carefully, and choose wisely. We wish you the best in your studies. 

Thank you,

[image: ]
                                               
Assistant Principal for Academic Affairs
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A minimum of 25 credits is required for graduation from Archbishop Wood High School. Placement is identified as AP Level (AP), Honors Level (HL), College Prep Level (CPL), and Academic Level (AL). No course can be repeated. In the event of academic failure, the course must be remediated through summer school. 


REQUIREMENTS: 
GRADE 9: ELA I, WORLD HISTORY, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, WORLD LANGUAGE, THEOLOGY I, INTRODUCTION TO FINE ARTS/FRESHMAN SEMINAR.
GRADE 10: ELA II, AMERICAN GOVERNMENT/POLITICS, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, WORLD LANGUAGE, THEOLOGY II, PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH 
POSSIBLE CHOICES: SPECIAL PROGRAMS
GRADE 11: ELA III, US HISTORY, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, THEOLOGY III
POSSIBLE CHOICES: WORLD LANGUAGE, BUSINESS, FINE ARTS, SPECIAL PROGRAMS
GRADE 12: ELA IV, THEOLOGY IV
POSSIBLE CHOICES: SCIENCE, MATHEMATICS, WORLD LANGUAGE, SOCIAL STUDIES, BUSINESS, FINE ARTS, SPECIAL PROGRAMS
Financial Literacy Requirement: in fulfillment of the directive from the Pennsylvania Department of Education, this course will be required for all students beginning with the Class of 2028.
ELECTIVES: Please note: in order for an elective course to be part of the final schedule, there must be sufficient enrollment. 
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	Grade
	       AP
	     HL
	CPL
	Academic

	100
	54
	48
	44
	40

	99
	53
	47
	43
	39

	98
	52
	46
	42
	38

	97
	51
	45
	41
	37

	96
	50
	44
	40
	36

	95
	49
	43
	39
	35

	94
	48
	42
	38
	34

	93
	47
	41
	37
	33

	92
	46
	40
	36
	32

	91
	45
	39
	35
	31

	90
	44
	38
	34
	30

	89
	43
	37
	33
	29

	88
	42
	36
	32
	28

	87
	41
	35
	31
	27

	86
	40
	34
	30
	26

	85
	39
	33
	29
	25

	84
	38
	32
	28
	24

	83
	37
	31
	27
	23

	82
	36
	30
	26
	22

	81
	35
	29
	25
	21

	80
	34
	28
	24
	20

	79
	33
	27
	23
	19

	78
	32
	26
	22
	18

	77
	31
	25
	21
	17

	76
	30
	24
	20
	16

	75
	29
	23
	19
	15

	74
	28
	22
	18
	14

	73
	27
	21
	17
	13

	72
	26
	20
	16
	12

	71
	25
	19
	15
	11

	70
	24
	18
	14
	10

	69
	23
	17
	13
	9

	68
	22
	16
	12
	8

	67
	21
	15
	11
	7

	66
	20
	14
	10
	6

	65
	19
	13
	9
	5
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	A+
	99

	A
	96

	A-
	93

	B+
	89

	B
	86

	B-
	83

	C+
	79

	C
	76

	C-
	73

	D+
	72

	D
	71

	D-
	70

	F
	Failing grade
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During the course selection process, students are strongly encouraged to discuss options with their current teachers, counselor, and parents. This process should be given careful consideration. Some courses have pre-requisites, and some require approval. Read all course descriptions carefully. Students are not permitted to take fewer than six credits in any academic year. A strong roster reflects good preparation for college; therefore, four years of math, science, and world language is recommended. Please keep the following in mind:

· Juniors and Seniors must be certain to fulfill graduation requirements. An appointment with your counselor before course selection is imperative.
· There are no early dismissal rosters for employment.
· There are no early dismissal rosters for sports.
· Three to four years of world language study is strongly recommended.
· All course selections are final. There will be no elective roster changes after one completion of the six-day cycle.
· The Office of Academic Affairs reserves the right to cancel courses based on class size.

Before course selection is made available electronically through Power School, students are to take time to think and discuss academic options, interest, and ability so that hasty decisions are avoided. When course selection becomes “live,” students and parents will be notified.

Students will select their courses electronically via Power School. Specific instructions are posted for student/parent review. Students and parents are encouraged to review placement levels and ask questions before the course selection form is due. 
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Every attempt is made to accommodate student course selections. In the event that a student chooses a course for which he or she is over/under qualified, the Assistant Principal for Academic Affairs reserves the right to adjust the roster.

It is the goal of the academic program at Archbishop Wood High School to prepare students for the future by designing a strong roster that reflects the most challenging course of study for the ability level of each student.

ALL STUDENTS MUST CARRY A MINIMUM OF 6 CLASSES. NO EXCEPTIONS.

1. In order to solve potential conflicts, students who have chosen 7 courses are to list a course on their course selection form that they are willing to take as an alternative in order to resolve the conflict.

2. If a chosen Dual Enrollment Course results in a conflict with a course offered at Archbishop Wood that cannot be rectified, the Dual Enrollment course must be dropped and the student will be contacted. 

3. In order to be placed in online dual enrollment, the online dual enrollment course must be the 7th class, with six Archbishop Wood classes on the student roster.

The Assistant Principal for Academic Affairs makes all final decisions regarding course conflicts.

Archbishop Wood High School reserves the right to cancel or defer any course in which there is inadequate enrollment or staffing.

Please note: A course scheduled at 8th period is NOT CONSIDERED A CONFLICT. Rosters will not be amended to accommodate lunch preference, sports schedules, work schedules, or dismissal before 8th period.
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The Advanced Placement Program is administered by College Board. Colleges and Universities have varying policies regarding acceptance of Advanced Placement grades. Students should contact the individual schools they are considering in order to garner specific details. Each AP course requires at least one hour of homework daily. It is a college level course. Students applying for acceptance into an AP course must consider the stringent expectations, independent nature of study, and heavy workload before course selection is completed. Students also must understand that they are not permitted to drop an AP class after August 31st. Acceptance into Advance Placement Courses will be based on GPA, class rank, course grades, Renaissance Testing scores, PSAT scores, and teacher recommendations. 

Students interested in Advanced Placement courses must apply to the specific Department Chair. Final approval is determined by the Department Chair and the Assistant Principal for Academic Affairs. In addition, students enrolled in Advanced Placement Courses are required to:

1. Complete Advanced Placement summer assignment(s).
2. Take the Advanced Placement Examination as prepared by College Board. The cost of each exam, determined by College Board, is the responsibility of the student. The approximate cost for each exam as of May 2026 is $99.
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In order for a student to be placed in Dual Enrollment, six Archbishop Wood classes must be scheduled, with the Dual Enrollment course as the 7th class. 

Students in 11th or 12th grade are eligible to be considered for Dual Enrollment Program offered through Holy Family University. The individual college will determine eligibility. In this program, students may take a college level course taught by college staff on our school campus or online. Credits are listed on a college transcript and on the Archbishop Wood transcript. There are tuition and book fees charged beyond Archbishop Wood’s tuition and is determined by the individual college. Tuition must be paid to the college prior to the start of the course. All interested candidates should review the course description and tuition requirements and complete an application, which includes parent commitment to tuition costs. Information and applications can be found in the Academic Affairs Office, room 228. 

Note: A failing grade earned in a Dual Enrollment course results in a failing grade for Archbishop Wood. Please see page 19 for information on graduation requirements. 


Following are courses offered by our Dual Enrollment Partner, Holy Family University*:

	Introduction to Criminal Justice
	3 credits

	Public Speaking
	3 credits

	Medical Terminology
	3 credits

	Child and Adolescent Development
	3 credits



*Course offerings are not guaranteed and may vary as a result of staffing, scheduling, or enrollment. 
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AVLI courses are offered exclusively as an asynchronous, online experience with rostered daily access at Archbishop Wood. AVLI teachers are seasoned Ignatian educators from Jesuit schools throughout the United States and, as such, do not provide live lessons. They are certified in the subject area in which they teach. Courses are designed around a series of learning modules. Most of the work is done independently utilizing learning tools (discussion boards, blogs, wikis, and group projects) that depend on active participation. A scheduled weekly on-line meeting is required (this sometimes takes place outside of the normal school day). These courses are designed to be challenging. Students can expect to commit the same amount of time to an AVLI course as they would any other challenging course. Classmates will be young men and women from other Jesuit and Catholic schools around the country. The courses are meant to be interactive experiences. As such, it is the shared responsibility of students to build a rich online learning community.

We invite students to consider AP Micro and AP Macro Economics. These courses are recommended for students interested in pursuing a college major in Economics, Finance, or a related business field. Students enrolled in AP courses through AVLI are required to take the AP examination as prepared by College Board. Please see page 11 to review AP course requirements.

For course offerings, tuition, and specific information, please see your counselor or the Assistant Principal for Academic Affairs. 
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Students who attend Archbishop Wood may also enroll in a career or technical education program in conjunction with their academic program. Students who reside in Central Bucks, Centennial, Council Rock, and New Hope-Solebury districts may attend Middle Bucks Institute of Technology in Jamison. Students living in Montgomery County may attend the Eastern Center for Arts and Technology. 

Students who request admission must complete the required application process as it relates to each school. Applications may be obtained through the Counseling Office or by calling the school you wish to attend. 

Accepted students combine their academic preparation at Archbishop Wood with a career experience at one of the area career and technical schools. These schools provide a half-day program with students spending the other part of the day at Archbishop Wood where they continue to be a matriculated and participating student, studying their required academic subjects and participating in co-curricular and interscholastic activities. Depending on a student’s educational and career goals and the scheduling structure of the specific area career and technical school, he/she may enroll for one, two or three years. Transportation and tuition are provided by the resident district. 

Please note: Students enrolled in CTE programs will not have a rostered lunch period due to scheduling constraints.

Parents and students interested in these programs or courses should refer to the student handbook for 
regulations governing students who enroll in a career and technical school. 
MIDDLE BUCKS SCHOOL OF TECHNOLOGY  www.mbit.org  215-343-2480 
EASTERN CENTER FOR ARTS & TECHNOLOGY  www.eastech.org 215-784-4800 

Following are pre-professional, career, or technical program offerings. More specific information on the programs/courses is available through the Counseling Office or by contacting the individual school: 


41

EASTERN:   
Allied Health
Automotive Technology
Business and Technology Professional
Collision Repair Technology
Commercial Art
Construction Technology
Cosmetology
Culinary Arts
Electrical Technology
Exercise Science and Rehabilitation
Heating, Ventilation and A/C
Networking and Cybersecurity
Protective Services
Robotics and Automated Technology
Veterinary Science
Welding Technology







MBIT:
Automotive Technology
Building Trades Occupations
Collision Repair Technology
Commercial Art & Advertising Design
Computerized Drafting & Engineering Graphics
Cosmetology
Culinary Arts & Science
Dental Occupations
Early Childhood Care & Education
Electrical Technology
Engineering Related Technology
Horticulture Landscape & Design
Li'l Bucks Partners in Learning
Medical & Health Professions
Multimedia Technology
Networking & Operating Systems Security
Plumbing & Heating Technology
Public Safety
Residential Construction Carpentry
Special Education Services
Sports Therapy & Exercise Management
Summer Career Exploration Program
Web Design & Interactive Media
Welding Technology
Work-Based Education
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Leveled courses are designed to place students in classes according to demonstrated ability and achievement. All instructional levels are college preparatory. Here are the course levels.

Advanced Placement: (AP)
AP courses are presented at the college level and follow the course of study developed by the Advanced Placement Program of College Board. Students interested in Advanced Placement course of study must follow the application process for each department. Students enrolled in Advanced Placement Courses are required to complete the summer assignment, and sit for the AP test as prepared by College Board. Please refer to Advanced Placement Program information on page 11.

Honors Level (HL)
Honors courses are college preparatory courses for students of high or exceptional ability and industry. Placement is determined by review of past academic achievement in the subject area, teacher recommendation, standardized test scores, and department chair approval.

College Prep Level (CPL)
College Prep refers to college preparatory courses for students of above average ability.

Academic Level (AL)
Academic refers to college preparatory and skills-based courses for students of average ability.


[bookmark: _Toc225946138]Guidelines for Academic Placement

Each spring, student performance is reviewed, and recommendations for placement for the next school year take place. Students who are meeting the learning goals of their classes are recommended to remain in their current level for the coming school year. Students greatly and consistently exceeding academic benchmarks in their current level may be recommended by their classroom teacher for placement in a higher level. Students who have not been able to consistently master benchmarks in their current level may be recommended by their classroom teacher for adjustment to a lower level. Following are guidelines for expectations in ability levels. These are guidelines. Final determination is made by the Department Chair and the Assistant Principal for Academic Affairs.

· Students currently in Honors Level should be consistently earning the grade of 85 or higher to remain in Honors Level.
· Students currently in College Prep Level will be considered for recommendation to Honors Level only if the student earns the grade of 92 or higher consistently.
· Students in College Prep Level who earn grades between 75 and 91 are recommended to remain in College Prep Level.
· Students in Academic Level who earn the grade of 90 or higher consistently may be considered for recommendation to College Prep Level.
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Director of Counseling: Mrs. Alessandra Shaaban 
Our goal as counselors is to help you plan your transition from high school to whatever comes next—whether it’s college, a trade, or another path. Together, we’ll create an individualized plan based on your long-term goals.
How to Prepare for College-Level Work
Take Challenging Courses:
· Enroll in at least five academic classes each year that match your interests and abilities.
· Competitive colleges look for four years of Math and Science on your transcript.
· Completing the third and fourth levels of a World Language makes your transcript stand out.

Use Your PSAT/NMSQT® Score Report:
· Your score report includes tools like AP Potential, which shows AP courses you’re likely to succeed in.
· Review Passport to Advanced Math questions to strengthen your skills for advanced courses.
· Advanced Placement (AP) Courses
· Why AP Matters: Taking AP courses shows colleges that you’ve challenged yourself with the toughest classes available.
· Can You Succeed in AP? Yes! If you’re prepared and willing to work hard, you can handle AP courses.

Electives: Strengthen Your Transcript
Electives let you explore your interests and have fun learning something new. Examples include:
· Dual Enrollment courses (earn college credit).
· AVLI (Arrupe Virtual Learning Institute) classes.

Why Electives Matter:
· They help you explore your passions and boost your grades.
· Colleges love to see strong grades in challenging classes. Choosing electives you’re excited about will make it easier to succeed.
Why What You Do in High School Matters
Extracurricular Activities
Getting involved in clubs, sports, work, or other activities outside the classroom can:
· Help you build new skills.
· Teach you more about yourself.
· Be fun and rewarding!
Extracurriculars are also important for college applications. Colleges ask about your activities because they show who you are beyond grades and test scores. Your involvement highlights your passions and qualities like leadership, dedication, responsibility, and compassion—traits colleges value.
For Student-Athletes
Even if you’re a standout athlete with college recruiters interested, admissions decisions are made by the college admissions office, not just the coach. Meeting NCAA academic requirements alone may not be enough. Taking challenging courses and maintaining strong grades gives you more options when choosing colleges.

Senior Year: Steps for Applying to College
1. Finalize Your College List: Choose colleges that fit your goals and needs.
2. Work on the Common Application: Start as early as junior year.
3. Update Your Resume: Use tools like Naviance to track your activities and achievements.
4. Request Letters of Recommendation: Ask two teachers early in senior year.
5. Meet with Your School Counselor: Schedule a meeting for guidance and support.

Graduation Requirements
To graduate and participate in Commencement, seniors must:
· Complete all academic requirements set by the Archdiocese of Philadelphia and the state.
· Fulfill financial obligations (tuition, fees).
· Return all school property (textbooks, uniforms, technology).
· Maintain acceptable attendance.

You may be excluded from Commencement for:
1. Failing required courses.
2. Serious disciplinary issues.
3. Unpaid financial obligations.
4. Excessive absences.

Diplomas will only be issued once all requirements are met.

At Archbishop Wood High School, we are here to support you every step of the way. Whether you’re navigating academics, extracurriculars, or personal challenges, know that you are not alone.

Remember, success is not just about grades—it’s about becoming a well-rounded individual, finding your passions, and learning how to balance the many parts of your life. Your journey is unique, and every step you take helps shape the amazing person you’re becoming. We believe in you and are here to help you thrive—academically, emotionally, and beyond.
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Chairperson: Mr. Dan Dorr

English Curriculum: Course Sequence Guidelines 

	Grade 9
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12

	ELA I
	ELA II
or
	ELA III 
or
	ELA IV 
or

	
	AP Seminar
	AP Language and Composition
	AP Literature and Composition



Course Descriptions

1101, 1111, 1121 ELA I: Critical Reading, Writing, & Speaking supported through Genre I Studies (1 Cr, HL, CPL, AL, Grade 9)
English Language Arts I is a required course for all ninth-grade students. It provides students with the skills and knowledge to become critical readers and writers by analyzing key ideas and details, craft and structure, and the integration of knowledge and ideas in literature and informational text. Based on the Common Core Standards this course will develop students’ writing skills by examining text types and purposes and by writing arguments, explanatory/informational texts, and narratives. Using the full writing process, students will learn how to produce and distribute quality writing using technology’s capacity to produce, publish, and share writing products. Students will conduct short research projects and will participate in a range of collaborative discussions integrating multiple sources of information. This course will advance students’ knowledge of the conventions of Standard English and will strengthen vocabulary acquisition and use. This course is supported through various literary Genre studies. In addition to the core curriculum, ELA classes include work with SAT Preparation, effective writing programs, Sustained Silent Reading, skill base driven instruction and Summer Reading opportunities.


1201, 1211 ELA II: Critical Reading, Writing, & Speaking supported through Genre II Studies (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 10)
English Language Arts II is a required course for all tenth-grade students. It provides students with the skills and knowledge to become advanced critical readers and writers by analyzing key ideas and details, craft and structure, and the integration of knowledge and ideas in literature and informational text. Based on the Common Core Standards, English Language Arts II reinforces and expands the writing objectives of the freshman year. Developing the student’s writing skills, this course examines text types and purposes and arguments are written to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts. Students will write explanatory/informational texts to examine and convey complex ideas, and will write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events. Students will learn how to produce and distribute quality writing using technology’s capacity to produce, publish, and share writing products. Students will conduct sustained research projects and will participate in a range of collaborative discussions and presentations integrating multiple sources of information. This course will further advance students’ knowledge of the conventions of Standard English and will strengthen vocabulary acquisition and use. This course is supported through various selections in Genre II studies. In addition to the core curriculum, ELA classes include work with SAT Preparation, effective writing programs, Sustained Silent Reading, skill base driven instruction and Summer Reading opportunities.


1301, 1311 ELA III: Critical Reading, Writing, & Speaking supported through American Literature (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 11)
English Language Arts III is a required course for all eleventh-grade students. Based on the National Common Core Standards, this course provides students with the skills and knowledge to become critical readers and writers by analyzing key ideas and details, craft and structure, and the integration of knowledge and ideas in literature and informational text. This course will develop the student’s writing skills by examining text types and purposes and by writing arguments, explanatory/informational texts, and narratives. Students will learn how to produce and distribute quality writing using technology’s capacity to produce, publish, and share writing products. Students will conduct short research projects and will participate in a range of collaborative discussions integrating multiple sources of information. This course will advance students’ knowledge of the conventions of Standard English and will strengthen vocabulary acquisition and use. In addition to the core curriculum, ELA classes include work with SAT Preparation, effective writing programs, Sustained Silent Reading, skill base driven instruction and Summer Reading opportunities.


1401, 1411 ELA IV: Critical Reading, Writing, & Speaking supported through British and Modern American Literature (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 12)
English Language Arts IV is a required course for all twelfth-grade students. Based on the National Common Core Standards, this course provides students with the skills and knowledge to become advanced critical readers and writers by analyzing multiple themes, interpretations, and details, craft and structure, and the integration of knowledge and ideas in literature and informational text. Reinforcing and expanding the writing objectives of the junior year, this course will develop the student’s writing skills by examining text types and purposes and by writing arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts. Students will write explanatory/informational texts to examine and convey complex ideas, and will write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events. Students will learn how to produce and distribute quality writing using technology’s capacity to produce, publish, and share writing products. Students will conduct sustained research projects and will participate in a range of collaborative discussions and presentations integrating multiple sources of information. This course will further advance students’ knowledge of the conventions of Standard English and will strengthen vocabulary acquisition and use. This course is supported through various selections of British Literature in the first semester and of Contemporary Literature in the second semester. In addition to the core curriculum, ELA classes include work with SAT Preparation, effective writing programs, Sustained Silent Reading, skill base driven instruction and Summer Reading opportunities.


1521 Film Studies Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12)
The Film Studies elective asks students to view a variety of films as a form of literature. Students will learn the vocabulary of film production to analyze different aspects of the films' cinematic and theatrical elements. They will write critical analyses in different forms, from a serious academic review to a podcast. Through their study, students will learn how films reflect the culture around them. Students will research job descriptions of all of the aspects of movie making. Students will direct their movie in a culminating project, prescribing every move from casting to decor and cinematography to musical score.


1531 Creative Writing Elective (0.5 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12)
Students will pursue an in-depth study of short stories, poetry, drama, and other forms of creative writing. Working independently and with other students committed to similar projects, each student must write several compositions each quarter and critique their work and that of other students. Students will be able to specialize in writing genres that interest them, but they also will be expected to complete writing assignments in different genres.


1541 Contemporary Fiction Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12)
This contemporary fiction course explores diverse literary forms, focusing on works from the
21st century. In the first quarter, students will engage with literary non-fiction, analyzing essays,
memoirs, and journalistic pieces that reflect current societal issues. The second quarter will focus
on poetry, examining contemporary poets and their use of form, language, and theme to address
modern concerns. In the third quarter, students will study drama, exploring plays that reflect
contemporary struggles, identities, and social dynamics. Finally, in the fourth quarter, students
will analyze short and long fiction, diving into contemporary novels and short stories
highlighting modern themes, narrative techniques, and character development. Throughout the
course, students will refine their analytical, writing, and communication skills while exploring
the rich diversity of 21st-century literature. The course will use Common Core ELA Standards for Grades 11-12.


1251 Advanced Placement Seminar (1 Cr, AP, Grade 10)
Prerequisite: Students in St. Thomas More Program are eligible, timed write writing sample, ELA I HL grade of 88 or higher, and Department Chair Approval
This course is open only to selected students (Sophomores) and is designed for students who wish to develop advanced academic reading, writing, research, and presentation skills in preparation for rigorous college-level coursework. The course emphasizes the close analysis of complex texts across a variety of disciplines, with a particular focus on argument, perspective, and rhetorical purpose. Students will engage in sustained inquiry, collaborative discussions, and evidence-based writing to explore real-world issues and construct well-reasoned, original arguments. Extensive reading, critical discussion, research, and analytical writing are central components of this course. Students will also develop skills in synthesizing multiple sources, evaluating credibility, and presenting arguments effectively in both written and oral formats. Preparation for the Advanced Placement Seminar exam will be provided throughout the course. All students enrolled in AP Seminar must successfully complete the AP exam for consideration to remain in the AP Program.
Please refer to Advanced Placement information on page 11.


1451 Advanced Placement Language and Composition (1 Cr, AP, Grade 11)
Prerequisite: Completion of Entrance Test and Department Chair Approval
This course is open only to selected students (Juniors) and is designed for students who wish to earn college credits in English while still in secondary school. The course is designed for students who are interested in studying and writing using various rhetorical strategies and devices in preparation for effective literature and writing courses in college. Extensive reading, discussions and analysis of non-fiction writers are important components of this course. Additionally, preparation for the Advanced Placement exam will be provided throughout the course. All students in AP English Language and Composition must successfully complete the AP exam for consideration to remain in the AP Program. Please refer to Advanced Placement information on page 11.


1441 Advanced Placement Literature and Composition (1 Cr, AP, Grade 12)
Prerequisite: Completion of Entrance Test and Department Chair Approval
This course is open only to selected students (Seniors) and is designed for students who wish to earn college credits in English while still in secondary school. Students are involved in both the study and practice of writing and the study of literature. Writing assignments focus on the critical analysis of literature and include essays in exposition and persuasion. With the desired goal of honest, effective use of language and the organization of ideas in a clear, coherent, and persuasive way, students’ study and write in response to several representative works from various genres and periods. 
Please refer to Advanced Placement Course information on page 11.
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Chairperson: Mr. Mark Chandler

Social Studies Curriculum: Course Sequence Guidelines 

	Grade 9
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12

	World History
	Am. Govt. & Politics 
or
	US History
	Sociology/Psychology, World at War/Germany, Early American History, AP Psychology

	AP World History
	AP Government
	AP US History
	



Course Descriptions

2101, 2111 World History (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 9)
World History is the study of major world civilizations and is designed to explore the development of the modern global community and the spread of ideologies and cultures. Students will be able to analyze and interpret historical events and to apply their understanding to historical contexts.


2161 Advanced Placement World History (1 Cr, AP, Grade 9)
Prerequisite: Invitation only
The AP World History Course is structured around the investigation of four different chronological periods, from approximately 1200 C.E. to present. Students will understand the historical developments within each time period by using the key concepts. AP World History is equivalent to an introductory college survey course. It is also designed to develop skills of analysis and critical thinking in order to prepare students for success in the twenty-first century. Students are required to take the AP World History examination in May. 
Please refer to Advanced Placement Course information on page 11.


2211, 2221 American Government & Politics (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 10)
American Government & Politics is a comprehensive examination of the characteristics of the American Government system. It will use critical civic, economic, and historical literacy skills to give a thorough knowledge and understanding of the American government which is essential to all citizens


2201 Advanced Placement American Government & Politics (1 Cr, AP, Grade 10)
Prerequisite: Department Chair Approval 
Course content includes the Constitutional underpinnings of American Democracy: a focus on Congress, the Presidency, Bureaucracy, and Federal Courts as institutions and as policy formulators; Political Parties and Interest Groups as mechanisms that facilitate the communication of interests and preferences by like-minded citizens; the political beliefs and resultant behavior patterns of individuals; and Civil liberties/Civil Rights. All selected students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination in American Government and Politics. 
Please refer to Advanced Placement Course information on page 11.


2311, 2321 US History (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 11)
This course presents a chronological History of the United States from the beginning of the twentieth century to the present. The focus of this course will be on the economic, social, political, and foreign affairs developments of the United States of America during this time period.


2301 Advanced Placement US History (1 Cr, AP, Grade 11)
Prerequisite: Department Chair Approval
This course presents an in-depth analysis of the American development from the Colonial Period to the present. Students will work both collaboratively and independently, while analyzing the economic, political, and social forces at work in the American experience. Course content includes interpretive articles on major periods (e.g. The American Revolution, Jeffersonian-Jacksonian Democracy, the Civil War Era, America as a World Power). Students will be required to take the AP American History examination. 
Please refer to Advanced Placement Course information on page 11.

  
2431, 2441 Sociology/Psychology Elective (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 12)
Prerequisite: Department Chair Approval 
The focus of this course in the first semester is Sociology. Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and terminology of Sociology. The course will allow in-depth study of how and why people interact in groups. In addition to the basic concepts, some emphasis will be placed on comparative cultures and contemporary social problems. The focus of the course in the second semester is Psychology. Students will be introduced to the basic concepts and terminology of Psychology. Students will gain a better understanding of why people behave as they do. The combination of the two semesters will allow students to study the “individual” and how each individual interacts with other members of society.


2501 Advanced Placement Psychology (1 Cr, AP, Grade 12)
Prerequisite: Department Chair Approval 
This course will take an introductory approach to the field of psychology, exploring human development, personality, and behavior, the human brain, social psychology, and psychological disorders. The course takes both a scientific-driven and humanities-driven approach in exploring the workings of the human mind. This course requires extensive writing and research skills. Accepted students are required to take the AP Psychology Exam. 
Please refer to Advanced Placement Course information on page 11.


2341 Early American History: Foundations of a Nation (1754-1815) (0.5 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12)
This course examines the key events, ideas, and individuals that shaped the early history of the United States, from the French and Indian War through the War of 1812. Students will explore the American Revolution, the drafting of the Constitution, and the nation’s early struggles with governance, expansion, and identity. Through engaging lectures, primary source analysis, map studies, debates, and creative projects, students will develop a deeper understanding of the origins of American democracy and the challenges of nation-building. This course emphasizes critical thinking, historical interpretation, and hands-on learning, preparing students for advanced study in history or related fields.


2601 The World at War / Nazi Germany: Hitler and the Third Reich Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 12)
Prerequisite: Department Chair Approval
The focus of the first semester is the examination of the tactics, strategy, and global significance of World War II. The logistics and scope of the conflict, importance of propaganda, patriotism, and the people will be discussed. The class will take a film-seminar approach. In the second semester, the course examines how the National Socialist German’s Workers Party gained and excised power first in Germany and then much of Europe. The course will cover the political and social conditions that contributed to German support or toleration of National Socialism before and after 1933. Special emphasis is on Nazi racial and expansionist policies, wartime Germany, and German attempts to remake occupied Eastern Europe. The course also examines the roots of anti-Semitism, the path to the Holocaust, and the collaboration of Europeans under German rule. Besides readings from several articles and primary source materials, students should be prepared to discuss a variety of topics from readings and films.	
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Chairperson: Mr. Kevin Rosini


Mathematics Curriculum: Course Sequence

	Level
	Grade 9
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12

	Honors Accelerated
	Algebra II
	Geometry & Precalculus, or AP Calculus
	Calculus
AP Calculus
Statistics
	AP Calculus BC 
Statistics

	Honors
	Algebra II
	Geometry
	Precalculus
AP Precalculus
Statistics
	Calculus
AP Calculus
Statistics

	Honors
	Algebra I
	Algebra II
	Geometry
	Precalculus
AP Calculus
Statistics

	College Prep/ Academic
	Algebra
	Algebra II
	Geometry
	Precalculus
Statistics




Course Descriptions

3001 Math Topics (0.5 credit, AL, Grade 9)
Designed to reinforce prerequisite skills for the study of Algebra I and support introduced skills in Algebra I, this course is basic foundation reinforcement.


3101, 3111, 3121 Algebra I (1 Cr, HL, CPL, AL Grade 9)
Based on the Common Core Standards, students enrolled in Algebra 1 will examine structure in equations and will create equations that describe numbers or relationships. Students will reason with equations and inequalities abstractly and quantitatively, will solve systems of equations, and will represent and solve equations and inequalities graphically. Students will construct viable arguments for their reasoning and critique the reasoning of others. 


3301, 3311, 3321 Algebra II (1 Cr, HL Grade 9; HL, CPL, AL Grade 10)
Based on the Common Core Standards, students enrolled in Algebra II will interpret and build functions, will perform arithmetic with polynomials and rational functions, will analyze functions using various representations, and will construct and compare linear and exponential models and solve problems. Students will reason abstractly and quantitatively, will construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others, and will use appropriate tools of mathematics.



3201, 3211 Geometry (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 10, 11)
Based on the Common Core Standards, students enrolled in Geometry will experiment with transformations in the plane, will prove geometric theorems, and will make geometric constructions. Students will understand similarity, right triangles, and trigonometric ratios. Students will understand and apply theorems about circles, will express geometric properties with equations, and will use geometric measurement and dimension to solve problems. Students will reason abstractly and quantitatively and will construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 


3401, 3411 Precalculus/Trigonometry (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 10, 11, Elective Grade 12)
Success in college level mathematics courses begins with a firm understanding of algebraic and trigonometric concepts which are the focus of this course. Topics include: Equations, graphs and applications of linear, quadratic, polynomial, exponential and logarithmic functions; trigonometric and circular functions, inverse functions, solutions of right and oblique triangles, identities, complex numbers and polar coordinates; sequences, series and matrices. Success in college level mathematics courses begins with a firm understanding of algebraic and trigonometric concepts which are the focus of this course. 


3451 AP Precalculus (1 Cr, AP, Grade 11, 12)
Prerequisite: Successful Completion of Algebra II and Geometry, Completion of Entrance Test and Department Chair Approval
This course is a more in-depth approach to the topics covered in Honors Level Precalculus. In AP Precalculus, students explore everyday situations using mathematical tools and lenses. Through regular practice, students build deep mastery of modeling and functions, and they examine scenarios through multiple representations. They will learn how to observe, explore, and build mathematical meaning from dynamic systems, an important practice for thriving in an ever-changing world. All students electing to take this course will be required to take the Advanced Placement Precalculus Examination in May. This is NOT a prerequisite for AP Calculus.
Please refer to Advanced Placement Course information on page 11.


3501 Calculus (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11, Elective Grade 12)
Prerequisite: Department Chair Approval
This course emphasizes the study of functions and limits, the derivative and its applications, integration, applications of the definite integral, transcendental functions, methods of integration and a study of plane and analytic geometry using calculus. 


3521 College Algebra/Trigonometry Elective (1 Cr, CP, Grade 12)
This course follows an application-oriented approach to explore functions including trigonometry. This course is intended for those students whose mathematical background is not strong but need trigonometry for science courses or plans after high school.


3511 Statistics Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12)
This course introduces students to the fundamental concepts of statistics including sampling, collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions. Also, the course examines frequency distributions, correlation and regression, probability theory and distributions, sampling distributions, estimation, and hypothesis testing.


3601 Advanced Placement Calculus (1 Cr, AP Grade 12)
Prerequisite: Successful Completion Precalculus, Completion of Entrance Test and Department Chair Approval
This course is a more in-depth approach to the topics covered in Honors Level Calculus. All students electing to take this course will be required to take the Advanced Placement Calculus Examination in May. 
Please refer to Advanced Placement Course information on page 11.


7931 Advanced Placement Calculus BC (1 Cr, AP, Grade 12)
Prerequisite: Completion of Calculus or AP Calculus and Department Chair Approval
This advanced course reviews the concepts of calculus, emphasizing and extending introductory topics in differentiation and integration. The course outline completes the recommended topics described by College Board at a fast and intense pace to guarantee time for practice testing exercises. Students are required to take the Advanced Placement Calculus BC Examination in May. 
Please refer to Advanced Placement Course information on page 11.
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Chairperson: Mrs. Sharon Hartranft


Science Curriculum: Course Sequence

	Level
	Grade 9
	Grade 10
	Grade 11
	Grade 12

	Honors Accelerated
*completed Algebra I and enrolled in Algebra II in 9th grade
	Chemistry
	Biology
	Elective (required)
	Elective

	Honors
*enrolled in Algebra I in 9th grade
	Environmental Literacy & Sustainability
	Chemistry
	Biology
	Elective

	College Prep/ Academic
	Environmental Literacy & Sustainability
	Chemistry
	Biology
	Elective



Course Descriptions

4711, 4721 Environmental Literacy & Sustainability (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 9) 
This course builds the knowledge and skills students need to understand today’s environmental challenges and make informed, responsible decisions. Through the study of sustainability principles, students examine real-world issues, evaluate possible solutions, and explore how individual and community actions impact the planet. By the end of the course, students are prepared to think critically about environmental problems and act as informed stewards of their world.


4321, 4201 Chemistry (1 Cr, HL, CPL Grade 9, 10) 
This course explores the principles that explain how matter behaves and interacts. Through a combination of laboratory investigations and analytical problem-solving, students develop a strong foundation in chemical concepts including atomic structure, the Periodic Table, bonding, molar relationships, gas laws, and nuclear chemistry. Emphasis is placed on applying mathematical reasoning to scientific questions, making this course both rigorous and highly preparation-focused for future science study.


4101, 4111 Biology (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 10, 11)
This course introduces students to the fundamental principles of life science while developing strong scientific thinking and laboratory skills. Through investigation, data analysis, and purposeful reading, students explore topics such as cell structure and function, genetics, evolution, and ecosystems. Laboratory work is a central component of the course, and students are expected to actively engage with content both in and beyond the classroom as they build a foundation for continued study in science.
4301 Physics Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12)
Prerequisite: Precalculus/Trigonometry must be taken prior or concurrently 
This course emphasizes scientific investigation, data analysis, and problem-solving skills that prepare students for college-level science coursework. Students design and conduct experiments, apply mathematical reasoning, and interpret results using strong analytical thinking. A solid foundation in Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, and Precalculus is essential for success in this fast-paced, inquiry-driven course.


4471, 4481 Zoology Elective (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 11, 12)
This course explores the evolution, diversity, anatomy, and physiology of invertebrate and vertebrate animals within the Kingdom Animalia. Students examine how structural and functional adaptations have shaped species over time while developing an appreciation for biodiversity and its role in ecosystem stability and evolution. Laboratory investigation is a central component of the course, and dissections are required to support comparative study across major animal phyla (specimens may vary based on availability). A trip to the Philadelphia Zoo may be incorporated to extend learning beyond the classroom.


4451, 4461 Anatomy & Physiology Elective (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 11, 12)
This course explores the structure and function of the human body, from cells and tissues to major organ systems, while examining how environmental factors influence health. Through interactive labs (including dissections), case studies, collaborative activities, and focused instruction, students apply concepts to real-world medical scenarios and build a strong foundation for future studies in science or healthcare. The course moves at a steady pace and builds on prior knowledge, so students who stay engaged and consistently review material find it both challenging and highly rewarding.


4501, 4511 Forensic Science Elective (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 11, 12)
Step into the world of crime scene investigation and see how science helps solve mysteries! In this hands-on course, students apply biology, chemistry, anatomy, and physics to real-world forensic problems. Learn to develop careful observation skills, analyze trace evidence, examine fingerprints and DNA, study toxicology and blood spatter, and explore topics like eyewitness testimony, forensic entomology, and autopsies. Labs, case studies, crime videos, guest speakers, and field trips enhance the curriculum and help bring the science of forensics to life! 


4611 Engineering Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12)
Prerequisite: Precalculus/Trigonometry must be taken prior or concurrently
This project-based course challenges students to work in teams to design, build, and refine innovative solutions to real-world problems. Drawing on skills from core academic subjects, students engage in hands-on engineering challenges that emphasize critical thinking, creativity, and practical problem-solving. Through open dialogue, collaborative design work, and iterative testing, students develop technical skills while exploring a variety of engineering career pathways.
4621 Intro to Robotics Elective (1 Cr, CPL, Grade 11, 12)
Intro to Robotics is a dynamic and engaging high school class designed to introduce students to the exciting world of robotics. The course serves as an entry point for students with little or no prior experience in robotics, providing them with a solid foundation in the fundamental principles of this exciting and engaging field. This course will allow students to explore the basics of robotics through hands-on experiences. 


4701 Introduction to Health Professions Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12) 
This course introduces students to a wide range of careers in health professions while providing hands-on experience with basic clinical skills. Students explore current healthcare trends, medical terminology, ethics, professionalism, cultural diversity in healthcare settings, infection control, and an overview of several major body systems. Hands-on learning includes vital signs assessment, basic suturing, first aid, Stop the Bleed training, and how to use an AED. Monthly guest speakers share real-world insights, and students gain practical experience by shadowing 2 different health professionals of their choice each quarter outside of the school day. Active participation in HOSA is required in order to help students develop leadership, teamwork, and professional skills essential for a future in healthcare. The HOSA membership fee is $20. 


4811, 4821 Earth and Space Science Elective (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 11, 12)
This course explores the dynamic forces that shape our planet and the vast systems beyond it. Through project-based investigations, students examine Earth’s formation, structure, and the geologic processes that continually reshape its surface, while also studying the origins of the Sun, stars, planets, and our Solar System. From plate tectonics to black holes, students connect patterns across Earth and space to better understand the processes that govern our universe.


4381 Advanced Placement Biology (1 Cr, AP, Grade 11, 12)
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology and Chemistry, and Department Chair Approval
The Advanced Placement Biology course is designed to be the equivalent of a college introductory biology course. This course differs significantly from the usual first high school course in biology with respect to the kind of textbook used, the range and depth of topics covered, and the time and effort required of students. It aims to provide students with the conceptual framework, factual knowledge, and analytical skills necessary to deal critically with the rapid changing science of biology. Students are required to take the Advanced Placement Examination prepared by the College Board. 
Please refer to Advanced Placement Course information on page 11.


4401 Advanced Placement Chemistry (1Cr, AP, Grade 11, 12)
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Chemistry, previous or concurrent completion of Biology, and Department Chair Approval
This college-level course provides a deep exploration of chemical principles, with a strong emphasis on quantitative problem solving and analytical reasoning. Students engage in a rigorous laboratory program that mirrors the hands-on experience of a first-year college chemistry course, applying concepts to real-world scenarios and experiments. Preparation for the AP Chemistry exam is required, and students are expected to take the exam administered by the College Board. Please refer to Advanced Placement Course information on page 11.


4351 Advanced Placement Environmental Science (1 Cr, AP, Grade 11, 12)
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Chemistry, previous or concurrent completion of Biology, and Department Chair Approval
This college-level course examines the scientific principles and processes that shape the natural world and the complex relationships between humans and the environment. Students analyze real-world environmental problems, evaluate risks, and explore evidence-based solutions through data analysis, laboratory investigation, and applied case studies. Students are required to take the AP Environmental Science exam administered by the College Board. Please refer to Advanced Placement Course information on page 11.


4681 Advanced Placement Physics 1 (1 Cr, AP, Grade 11, 12)  
Prerequisite: Previous or concurrent completion of Precalculus and Department Chair Approval
AP Physics 1 is equivalent to a first-year college course in algebra-based physics for careers in Engineering, Science, Technology, or Medicine. This course covers Newtonian Mechanics (kinematics, dynamics, energy, momentum, rotational dynamics, and angular momentum). Applications in oscillating systems and fluid dynamics are also covered. This course emphasizes conceptual understanding of physics topics as the basis for mathematical problem solving, so it is essential for students to have a strong foundation in Algebra and Geometry. This course prepares students for the AP Physics 1 exam. Please refer to Advanced Placement Course information on page 11.


AW4921 Sports Medicine Elective (1 Cr, CPL, Grade 11, 12)
Prerequisite: Students must have taken Anatomy and Physiology or are currently enrolled in the course.
The course introduces students to topics such as human anatomy and physiology, nutrition, medical terminology, injuries and illnesses, and legal and ethical issues in sports medicine. Students will learn and demonstrate emergency care, taping and wrapping of injuries, and apply other hands-on skills for treating injuries. Students also examine prospective careers in the sports medicine field. 
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0021 Physical Education (0.5 Cr, CPL, Grade 10)
This course is designed to actively involve students in promoting a lifestyle of physical fitness and good health. Through individualized skill development and a knowledge of the components of physical, mental, and social well-being, we strive to develop opportunities for each student to live each day to his/her fullest potential. Respect, sportsmanship, refinement of skills, knowledge of rules and learning leadership skills are emphasized along with positive attitude, cooperation, and effort in participation. Our goal is to achieve a high level of wellness to allow students to enjoy family, friends, and their own level of personal enjoyment.


0011 Health (0.5 Cr, CPL, Grade 10)
The Health Awareness Program is designed to give the student an in-depth understanding of the areas that make up our total health (physical, mental, emotional, social, vocational, and spiritual) to promote positive health decisions over the course of their lifetime. The subject areas covered in the course are: definition of each domain of total health, the importance of physical activity, alcohol, tobacco and other drugs, body image, eating disorders, and nutrition awareness, stress management, depression, and coping with loss, goal setting, and self-esteem and traits of positive character. Students are provided opportunities to examine their lifestyles, to differentiate between healthy and risky behaviors and to recognize the effects of the behaviors they choose. To achieve a high level of wellness, students are encouraged to develop a strong mind, body, and spirit as a lifelong habit for a healthier, happier, and longer life.


AW0071 Officiating and Refereeing in Sports Elective (0.5 Cr, CPL, Grade 11, 12)
This course will provide students with a comprehensive understanding of the principles, responsibilities, and practical skills required to officiate various sports. This course recognizes that effective refereeing requires not only knowledge of game regulations but also strong decision-making abilities, ethical judgment, communication skills, and emotional control.
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Chairperson: Mrs. Martha Dugan

5111 French I (1 Cr, HL, Grade 9)
French is a basic introductory course which places emphasis on communication. Students are introduced to French through conversational lessons involving basic high-frequency concepts. All four communication skills are taught with communicative objectives. Students are introduced to the diversity of the French speaking world through various cultural units. 


5121, 5151 Spanish I (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 9)
This basic course emphasizes the fundamental skills of understanding and speaking the foreign language. The method calls for audio-lingual practice with emphasis on correct pronunciation and intonation. It stresses mastery of basic structural elements with the ability to comprehend reading material and to write a short essay regarding a specific topic. 


5211 French II (1 Cr, HL, Grade 10)
This course continues to develop proficiency in reading, writing, listening and speaking. Through the use of video, song and realia, emphasis is placed on listening and conversational skills.


5221, 5251 Spanish II (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 10)
Intermediate Spanish provides a continuation of the skills necessary in communicating the Hispanic language and ideas of its culture through conversation and grammar at a more advanced level. 


5311 French III Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11)
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 
This course continues a higher development of listening, speaking, reading, and writing. There is controlled original writing and further development of advanced grammar through reading. Original dialogues improve speaking ability. 


5321 Spanish III Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11)
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 
This course is devoted to the reinforcement of the skills of understanding, speaking, and reading. Writing skills are stressed through the composition of short essays on specific topics and through dictation. There is an increased emphasis on reading for direct comprehension. The cultural enrichment is increased by important aspects of geographical and historical backgrounds on Spanish and Latin American cultures. 



5411 French IV Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 12)
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 
This course further develops the students’ facility in speaking French. Conversations and discussions enhance learning, while grammar is refined. The assigned literature increases the students’ knowledge of culture, history, geography, and current events. 


5421 Spanish IV Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 12) 
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation 
Spanish IV carries the student further in his/her development of the four basic skills while deepening his/her insights into Hispanic culture. The course stresses increased proficiency in the spoken and written language through conversation. Creative writing is developed through the completion of a personal journal. Advanced grammatical structures, selections from Hispanic literature, and current topics are covered. 


[bookmark: _Hlk191363660]5461 Spanish for Healthcare/Spanish for Hospitality (1 Cr, CP, Grade 11, 12)
Prerequisite: Students must complete their two-year World Language requirement prior to taking this course.
This course, Spanish for Healthcare/Spanish for the Hospitality, equips learners with essential language skills to communicate effectively in healthcare and hospitality settings. Through immersive activities and practical scenarios, students will develop proficiency in medical and hospitality-specific vocabulary, cultural awareness, and interpersonal communication. Aligning with World Language Course Standards, this course promotes language acquisition, cross-cultural understanding, and real-world application, preparing learners to serve diverse populations in professional environments.


5451 Advanced Placement Spanish Language and Culture (1 Cr, AP, Grade 12)
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish III and Department Chair Approval 
The AP Spanish Language and Culture course emphasizes communication (understanding and being understood by others) by applying interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational skills in real-life situations. This includes vocabulary usage, language control, communication strategies, and cultural awareness. The AP Spanish Language and Culture course strives not to overemphasize grammatical accuracy at the expense of communication. To best facilitate the study of language and culture, the course is taught almost exclusively in Spanish. The AP Spanish Language and Culture course engages students in an exploration of culture in both contemporary and historical contexts. The course develops students’ awareness and appreciation of cultural products and perspectives.
Please refer to Advanced Placement Course information on page 11.
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Chairperson: Mrs. Marie Kasperski

6201 Information Technology/CS Fundamentals/Intro to Financial Fundamentals (0.5 Cr, CP, Grade 9) 
Students will use advanced technologies to demonstrate an understanding of effective communications skills. Students will use tools of the twenty-first century student to develop, publish, and collaborate on complex business and research-based online documents and presentations. Students will demonstrate an understanding of MLA formatting for research papers. Students will solve problems using technological communications and will refine their research using appropriate Web technologies. Understanding “Digital Citizenship” through applied processes will be the focus of class work and discussions. 

Financial Fundamentals: Students will gain a foundation in consumer finance matters. Topics include savings, banking, budgeting and costs of post-secondary studies and career options. This course will give a ninth grader a taste of important “real-life” financial matters and navigate potential pitfalls associated with becoming a responsible consumer.


6301 Accounting I Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12)
This course is designed to give the student an opportunity to learn the language of business. The accounting equation is explored and expanded to a service business and a merchandising business. Students learn three complete accounting cycles – proprietorship, partnership, and a corporation. They prepare the books of the accounting systems, make entries, prepare financial statements, learn about checking accounts, and the other financial management techniques necessary for survival. Computer application of these principles is also presented. This course provides the student with an opportunity to explore for himself/herself the “real world” in terms of his/her individual goals. 


6331, 6341 Personal Finance (0.5 Cr, HL, CP, Grade 11, 12)
Beginning with the Class of 2028, all students must take this course in either Junior or Senior year, as long as it is completed prior to graduation. 
This semester course equips students with the knowledge and skills necessary to make informed financial decisions. Students explore earning income, budgeting, saving, investing, credit management, insurance, taxes, and financial planning. Through real-world scenarios, simulations, and project-based learning, students develop practical money management strategies to support lifelong financial stability and success. This course is aligned with Pennsylvania’s academic standards and the National Standards for Personal Financial Education.


6391 Management (0.5 Cr, HL, Grade: 11, 12) 
Note: Students previously enrolled in Virtual Business/Management/Marketing are not eligible to take this course.
This course introduces students to leadership and management principles within the human resources, restaurant, hospitality, and sports industries. Students learn to manage teams, deliver high-quality customer service, and operate successful organizations while developing leadership, teamwork, and career readiness skills. Through collaborative projects and industry-based simulations, students apply course objectives to real-world scenarios.


6371 Principles of Marketing Elective (0.5 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12) 
Note: Students previously enrolled in Virtual Business/Management/Marketing are not eligible to take this course.
Marketing provides the bridge between business and consumers. The goal of the course is to open the students’ eyes to the world of marketing and become educated decision-makers. Students will study consumer behavior to understand and apply marketing, management, and entrepreneurial principles to make informed economic decisions. The use of business simulations will enhance the learning and give a more realistic experience. 


6441 Economics/Entrepreneurship Elective (1 Cr, HL Grade 11, 12)
Economics is the study of how individuals, firms, and organizational structures make economic decisions. This course focuses on the study of economic problems and the methods by which societies solve them. Characteristics of the market economy of the United States and its function in the world, as well as methods of applying economics to one’s life will be explored. Students will learn to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of economic decision makers by employing concepts of efficiency and equity. Students also analyze and evaluate the effects of government intervention. In the second semester, emphasis is switched to entrepreneurship. This is designed to be an introductory course meant to familiarize students with the world of small business and analyze the personal strengths and weaknesses of students relative to launching a career in entrepreneurship. Attention is given to planning, financing, starting and managing a small business.


6481 Adobe Multimedia Suite Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12)
Adobe is an application used to perform graphic design, animation, video-editing, publishing, and Web development. Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign and Animate, among others, will be discussed. Students will master basic photo editing, manipulation of selections in photos, and effectively use layers. While creating animations for the Web, students will master vector art, use key frames, and create symbols. Students will be expected to create and manage video and print content. As the business world evolves with more and more emphasis on digital media development this course will introduce basic concepts that will be invaluable regardless of career choice. The Adobe Suite can be useful for both personal and professional development.


6351 Fundamentals of Real Estate Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 12)
Note: Space is limited. Office of Academic Affairs reserves the right to cap enrollment. 
The world of real estate offers many exciting careers and opportunities for the informed, prepared, and professionally mentored students. It is an applicable course for any student who may someday purchase a home, invest in property, or even decide to pursue the real estate business after high school. The goal for this course is for students to understand the world of real estate so that they can use that knowledge and apply it in their own lives after high school. Students will be challenged to think big, start small, and to develop the necessary skills and habits to create their future world in real estate. 


6511 Computer Science Principles (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12)
Note: Grade 12 students are given preference.
This course introduces students to the central ideas of computing and computer science, ideas and practices of computational thinking, and applications of computer science that have changed our world. CSP is a course designed for all students, regardless of STEM background or intended college major or career plans. Themes include Computing Innovation, Internet Systems Programming in several languages, Data, Creativity, Algorithms, Abstraction, and general creativity and fun with programming!   Students will work collaboratively in a project-based learning environment. 


6851 Advanced Placement Business Principles with Personal Finance (1 Cr, AP, Grade: 11, 12)
Prerequisite: Department Chair Approval
Note: Grade 12 Students are given preference
This is a full year high school business and personal finance course that aligns closely with a college-level introduction to business course. Students explore the business disciplines of entrepreneurship, marketing, finance, accounting, and management through real-world business applications, case studies, and project-based learning. Students will work collaboratively on simulations that align with the course requirements. The course will require two projects designed by the College Board and an examination at the end of the study. All students will be required to complete the projects and examination. Due dates and Exam date will be determined by the College Board and posted at the beginning of the course. 
Please refer to Advanced Placement Course information on page 11
















[bookmark: _Toc225946147]STEAM PATHWAY

[image: ]













STEAM is a curriculum which educates students in four specific disciplines: Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics – using an interdisciplinary and applied approach. STEAM integrates these five disciplines into a cohesive and engaging learning program based on real-world applications. Project-based learning is one of the keys to our successful STEAM Education Program. Emphasis is on hands-on learning and applying skills learned in the core subjects to actual problem-solving situations. 

Pathway Courses

Science: Environmental Literacy & Sustainability, Chemistry, Biology, Introduction to Robotics Engineering, AP Biology, AP Chemistry, Physics/AP Physics

BCIT: Accounting I, Adobe Multimedia Suite, Computer Science Principles

Mathematics: Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, Precalculus/AP Precalculus, Statistics, Calculus/AP Calculus, AP Calculus BC

Fine Arts: Art I, Art II, Art II, Creative Expression and Illustration, Music Theory
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8411 Introduction to Fine Arts (0.5 Cr, CPL, Grade 9) 
Students will either be rosters into an Intro to Art course or an Intro to Music course based on availability. Art: Students will study the elements of art observing and learning to see basic elements in art. They will study the art of the Egyptians, Greeks, Romans, Middle Ages and Renaissance. They will use their knowledge in hands on projects in perspective, cartooning, color design, graphics design and portraiture. Music: Students will study the elements of music observing and learning the basic elements in music and the basic techniques of playing piano. They will use their knowledge in hands-on projects in note and rhythm reading. 


8501 Art I Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 9, 10, 11, 12)
Note: Grade 9 Students Require Department Chair Approval 
This course a foundation for advanced courses. This is an entry level class that begins with introduction to materials and techniques including but not limited to graphite, colored pencil, charcoal, watercolor, oil and chalk pastel, and acrylic paints. Emphasis is placed on understanding the Elements of Art and Principles of Design as a basis for composition. Students will explore a variety of art processes including two- and three-dimensional design. Student artwork will reflect aesthetics and cultural/historical contexts. Willingness to get involved in the creative process is a more important requirement than student talent or previous experience.


8511 Art II Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 10, 11, 12)
Prerequisite: Successful Completion of Art I and Department Chair Approval 
Art II is a second-year course that provides an opportunity for students to expand and refine techniques on the drawing and painting concepts introduced in Art I. Emphasis is placed on experiences with design principles, drawing techniques, and painting skills (water and acrylic) leading to the development of skills that are necessary for advanced art courses. Students are given more in-depth problems to solve creatively while becoming more adept through a broad exposure to various media. They will also work with combining mediums such as watercolor and colored pencil or chalk and graphite to produce mixed media pieces. In addition, students will begin to incorporate text into their work.


8521 Art III/Portfolio Prep Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12)
Prerequisite: Successful Completion of Art II and Department Chair Approval 
Art III is an upper-level course designed for the student who wishes to further develop skills and techniques that were introduced in previous drawing and painting courses. This course is desirable for students who would like to develop a portfolio for college. Students will expand their ideas as well as their technical potential. The course will approach drawing and painting utilizing various techniques and materials. It will also offer an opportunity for students who wish to create three-dimensional art. Students will explore the element of form using a variety of materials such as clay, plaster, wood, and wire along with charcoal, watercolor and acrylic. Students explore their individual style while producing a diverse body of three-dimensional work.
8531 Creative Expression and Illustration Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12)
Prerequisite: Successful Completion of Art I
This is a cross curricular course that will combine components of literature and visual art. Students will use artistic techniques and media to express their interpretation of short fiction. This course will require creative writing in the form of journaling and poetry in addition to creating original artwork. 


8981 Music Theory Elective (1 Cr, HL, Grade 11, 12)
The Music Theory/Piano Lab course is designed to provide students with a comprehensive foundation in music literacy and performance. By integrating music theory instruction with hands-on piano training, students will develop a deeper understanding of musical concepts and apply them in a practical setting. This course caters to both beginners and those with some musical background, fostering creativity, discipline, and cognitive development through music education.
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7171 Household Engineering and Technology (1 Cr, CPL, Grade 11, 12)
Household Engineering and Technology is a hands-on, project-based course designed for motivated students who enjoy problem-solving and practical application of real-world skills. This course prepares students for independent living by developing the technical knowledge, critical thinking skills, and confidence necessary to safely manage modern homes, vehicles, and emerging technologies. Students will gain hands-on experience with tools, equipment, and diagnostic processes while strengthening independence, responsibility, and practical problem-solving abilities. By the end of the course, students will be better prepared to navigate the challenges of adulthood with competence, confidence, and a strong commitment to safety.
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7421 Freshman Seminar (0.5 Cr., CPL, Grade 9)
Freshman Seminar is a foundational course designed to support students as they transition into high school and begin a journey of personal growth and self-discovery. Through guided reflection, skill-building activities, and practical applications, students develop the habits and competencies essential for academic success and responsible leadership. Throughout the course, students explore effective study strategies, time management, and organizational skills while strengthening communication through public speaking and collaborative discussion. They gain early exposure to professional skills such as résumé writing, personal branding, interviewing, and basic negotiation, helping them begin to envision future academic and career pathways. 
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Chairperson: Mrs. Maritza Carmona-Kelly

Course Descriptions

9101, 9111 Theology I (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 9)
Semester 1: The Revelation of Jesus Christ in Scripture gives students a general knowledge and appreciation of the Sacred Scriptures. Through the study of the Bible the student will come to encounter the living Word of God, Jesus Christ. Students will learn about the Bible, its development and content, and how God is its author. Particular attention will be focused on the Gospels, to aid students as they grow and develop, to know and love Jesus Christ more personally. 

Semester 2: Who Is Jesus Christ? introduces students to the mystery of Jesus Christ, the living Word of God. Students will come to understand that Jesus, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, is the ultimate Revelation about God, from God. In learning about Jesus, students will also learn who He calls them to be. 


9201, 9211 Theology II (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 10)
Semester 1: The Mission of Jesus Christ (The Paschal Mystery), helps students understand all that God has done for humanity through his Son, Jesus Christ. God has planned, from all eternity, for human beings to share everlasting happiness with him. This is accomplished only through redemption in Christ. Students inquire about the meaning of being a disciple of Christ. 

Semester 2: Jesus Christ’s Mission Continues in The Church, helps students understand that they encounter the living Jesus Christ in and through the Church. The Church was founded by Christ through the Apostles. It is sustained by him through the Holy Spirit. The Church is the living Body of Christ. Students explore the Church as a mystery which has both human and divine elements.


9301, 9311 Theology III (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 11)
Semester 1: Sacraments as Privileged Encounters with Jesus Christ, helps students understand that they can meet Christ today in and through the sacraments. Each sacrament, particularly the Eucharist, is a means to a full and real encounter with Christ. Students examine each sacrament in detail so as to learn how they may encounter Christ throughout life. 

Semester 2: Life in Jesus Christ, helps students understand the moral life. Only in Christ can human beings discover the fullness of life. Disciples of Christ are guided by moral concepts and precepts of Christ and his Church. Students probe these moral teachings and reflect upon their implications. 




9401, 9411 Theology IV (1 Cr, HL, CPL, Grade 12)
Semester 1: Catholic Social Teaching: Christian Life in Society
This course will guide students in exploring and understanding the social teachings of the Church. It will address the major themes of Catholic social teaching and what they express about God's plan for all people and our obligations to care for one another, especially those most in need in society. The course will work to move students to a life of service and work for the Kingdom of God.

Semester 2: The Living in Christ Series: This course leads the students toward a deeper understanding of God’s call in the life of his people, the Church, and in each of our own personal lives. The course first explores foundational concepts integral to an understanding of vocation as God’s call and our response. The broad spectrum of vocations is introduced first through an exploration of the call of the laity and an overview of the four states of life: married, single, ordained, and consecrated. All topics are explored within a diversified structure which allows each student to better understand God’s call to love and service and how they are responding to that call.
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