ACT ASSESSMENT PRACTICE ENGLISH PASSAGE

DIRECTIONS: In the passage that follows, certain words and phrases are underlined and numbered. In the right-hand column, you will find alternatives for the underlined part. In most cases, you are to choose the one that best expresses the idea, makes the statement appropriate for standard written English, or is worded most consistently with the style and tone of the passage as a whole. If you think the original version is best, choose “NO CHANGE.” In some cases, you will find in the right-hand column a question about the underlined part. You are to choose the best answer to the question. You will also find questions about a section of the passage, or about the passage as a whole. These questions do not refer to an underlined portion of the passage, but rather are identified by a number or numbers in a box. For each question, choose the alternative you consider best and fill in the corresponding oval on your answer document. Read each passage through once before you begin to answer the questions that accompany it. For many of the questions, you must read several sentences beyond the question to determine the answer. Be sure that you have read far enough ahead each time you choose an alternative.

Batman

Pow! Bam! Zap! Batman triumphs again, foiling evil-doers like the Joker, Penguin, and Catwoman to save the citizens of Gotham City. This  1 superhero created in 1939 and known world wide, continues to be one of the most popular comic strip characters ever created.

Batman was the brainchild of comic book artist Bob 2 Kane. Who was just 22 years old when he was asked to create a new superhero for DC Comics. Superman was a phenomenal success, and DC Comics wanted another hero, just as powerful, to appeal to its readers. Kane’s idea for Batman reportedly came from Leonardo da Vinci’s famous sketch of a man flying  3 with bat-like wings and the masked heroes of the Shadow and Zorro series.

Kane’s Batman  4 was a big success right from the start. The masked hero soon moved from comic books to its own newspaper strip, and in 1943, Batman episodes were aired on the radio. In 1966, live-action Batman shows hit the TV screen, giving ABC network the ratings boost it badly needed. The series was wildly popular, and the syndicated show still airs today on channels such as the Cartoon Network and Nickelodeon. Why was Batman so popular? The answer may lie in the background Kane gave his character. Batman is really Bruce Wayne, a millionaire who witnessed the murder of his parents as a child. He vowed to avenge their deaths and 5 the bringing of criminals to justice. He didn’t have any supernatural powers. Instead, he 6 devotes his life to training his body and mind to fight crime and used his wealth to develop high-tech tools and weapons, like his famous Batmobile, to aid him in his quest. 7 Thus  Kane created a superhero who is just as human as the rest of us, 8  one who suffered and has dedicated himself to righting wrongs. In Batman, Kane

gave us an image of our own superhero potential.
1. a. NO CHANGE

    b. superhero, created in 1939, and known world wide continues
    c. superhero, created in 1939 and known world wide, continues
    d. superhero; created in 1939, and know world wide continues

2. f. NO CHANGE

    g. Kane; who was

    h. Kane, who was

    j. Kane, being


3. a. NO CHANGE

    b. with bat, like wings

    c. with bat like wings

    d. with wings that are like a bat’s


4. f. NO CHANGE

    g. was a really successful character whom everyone     
liked a lot

    h. was liked a lot by a lot of people

    j. was an overwhelming success


5. a. NO CHANGE

    b. bring criminals to justice

    c. criminals being brought to justice

    d. finding justice to bring to criminals


6. f. NO CHANGE

    g. has devoted

    h. did devote

    j. devoted


7. a. NO CHANGE

    b. Accordingly,

    c. For instance,

    d. Furthermore,


8. f. NO CHANGE

    g. one who has

    h. which

    j. OMIT the underlined portion


9. The writer introduces the passage with “Pow! Bam! Zap!” This is most likely done to:

a. set a light-hearted, silly tone for the essay.


b. demonstrate the effect of onomatopoeia and exclamation points.


c. establish a connection to the topic of a comic book hero.


d. show that in Batman episodes, there was typically a lot of fighting.


10. The author wishes to add the following sentence in order to show why people like Batman and provide readers with more information about the plot of a typical Batman episode: People loved seeing Batman rush in and save the day whenever a villain threatened Gotham City.

In order to accomplish this goal, it would be most logical and appropriate to place this sentence:


f. at the end of paragraph 2.


g. after the first sentence in paragraph 3.


h. after the second sentence in paragraph 3.


j. at the end of paragraph 3.

ANSWER KEY
1. b. The phrase created in 1939 is relevant but not essential information and should be set off by commas.

2. h. The phrase who was just 22 years old must be connected to an independent clause; it is not a complete

sentence. A period here makes the sentence a fragment. Semicolons can only go between two independent clauses (two complete thoughts).

3. a. Bat and like work together to form one modifier, so they should be connected by a hyphen. This is also the most concise choice.

4. j. Overwhelming is a more powerful and precise word than big. This version is also more concise than versions g and h.

5. b. This version gives the sentence parallel structure and is the most logical word order.

6. j. This answer gives the sentence consistent verb tense (all verbs in the simple past tense).

7. a. This is the most appropriate transition.

8. g. This version gives the sentence parallel structure and consistent verb tense.

9. c. The introduction uses a comic book convention to make a connection between topic and structure. The tone is light-hearted, but not silly. The introduction does demonstrate the effect of onomatopoeia and exclamation points, but it has a more meaningful purpose. It is not intended to show that there is a lot of fighting in a typical Batman episode, as this is not a theme of the essay.

10. g. In this spot the sentence follows the general statement that Batman was a success; since the sentence Provides a reason why the show was successful, this is a logical place to insert it.
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