ACT ASSESSMENT ENGLISH short PRACTICE #1


Choose the best answer to each question below.

1. While waiting for the bus, the bench I sat on was wet.

a. NO CHANGE

b. While waiting for the bus, I sat on the bench that was wet.

c. While waiting for the bus, I sat on a wet bench.

d. While I sat on a wet bench, I waited for the bus.


2. He told reporters he would quit politics after he lost the election.

f. NO CHANGE

g. After he lost the election, he told reporters he would quit politics.

h. After he lost the election, he would quit politics, he told reporters.

j. After he quit politics, he told reporters he’d lost the election.


3. Sleeping soundly, I tiptoed through the baby’s room.

a. NO CHANGE

b. I was sleeping soundly as I tiptoed through the baby’s room.

c. I tiptoed through the baby’s room sleeping soundly.

d. While the baby slept soundly, I tiptoed through the room.


4. Please be sure to throw out your trash, place your silverware in the bin, and your tray should go on the counter.

f. NO CHANGE

g. Please be sure to throw out your trash, your silverware should go in the bin, and put your tray   on the counter.

h. Please be sure to throw out your trash and silverware in the bin and tray on the counter.

j. Please be sure to throw out your trash, place your silverware in the bin, and put your tray on the counter.


5. I am an experienced babysitter, housecleaner, and cook.

a. NO CHANGE

b. I am experienced at babysitting, cleaning houses, and a cook.

c. I am an experienced babysitter, making houses clean, and cooking.

d. I am an experienced babysitter, housecleaner, and a good cook.
6. I am having difficulty concentrating in this assignment.

a. NO CHANGE

b. concentrating with

c. concentrating on

d. concentrating through


7. I am very satisfied about how things turned out.

f. NO CHANGE

g. satisfied with

h. satisfied by

j. satisfied of


8. When I glanced at my gas gauge, I realized it was on “empty.”

a. NO CHANGE

b. glanced on

c. glanced in

d. glanced through


9. She has great knowledge about the eighteenth century.

f. NO CHANGE

g. knowledge in

h. knowledge with

j. knowledge of 

10. I plan to remodel this room at the very near future.

a. NO CHANGE

b. in the very near future

c. on the very near future

d. within the very near future


11. Where are you going in such a hurry.

a. NO CHANGE

b. Where are you going, in such a hurry.

c. Where are you going in such a hurry?

d. Where are you going. In such a hurry.


12. Buy these things at the store, bread; lemons; and—milk.

f. NO CHANGE

g. Buy these things at the store: bread, lemons, and milk.

h. Buy these things; at the store, bread, lemons, and milk.

j. Buy these things at the store—bread, lemons, and milk.


13. She said: Hello.

a. NO CHANGE

b. She said, hello.

c. She said,“Hello.”

d. She said “Hello.”


14. “Can you help me?” she asked.

f. NO CHANGE

g. Can you help me, she asked?

h. “Can you help me? she” asked.

j. “Can you help me;” she asked.


15. There are lot’s of accidents on this corner.

a. NO CHANGE

b. There are lots of accidents on this corner.

c. There are lots of accident’s on this corner.

d. There are lots of accidents (on this corner).


16. Watch out thats dangerous.

f. NO CHANGE

g. Watch out, that’s dangerous.

h. Watch out—that’s dangerous!

j. Watch out; thats dangerous.
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17. That deep-fried dessert is very fattening.

a. NO CHANGE

b. That deep, fried dessert is very fattening.

c. That deep fried dessert; is very fattening.

d. That deep fried-dessert is very fattening.

18. She is a high priced consultant.
f. NO CHANGE

g. She is a high, priced consultant.

h. She is a high priced, consultant.

j. She is a high-priced consultant.


19. His kids: who are just the same ages as mine are 2 4 and 6 years old.

a. NO CHANGE

b. His kids, who are just the same ages as mine, are 2, 4, and 6 years old.

c. His kids, who are just the same ages as mine: are 2, 4, and 6 years old.

d. His kids who are just the same ages as mine are 2, 4, and 6 years old.


20. As the saying goes better late than never.

f. NO CHANGE

g. As the saying goes; better late than never.

h. As the saying goes, “better late than never.”

j. “As the saying goes,” better late than never.

Answers

1. c is the best choice. The subject I is right next to the modifier while waiting for the bus, and wet bench is the most concise phrase.

2. g is the best choice. It most logically and clearly conveys the intended meaning.

3. d is the best choice. The subject baby needs to be inserted next to the verb form of sleep to make it clear who was sleeping soundly.

4. j is the best choice. Here the sentence maintains parallel structure (verb + object + prepositional phrase).

5. a is the best choice. The sentence maintains parallel structure (noun, noun, noun).

6. c is the best choice. The preposition “on” is the best option.
7. g is the best choice. The preposition “with” is the best option.
8. a is the best choice. The preposition “at” is the best option.

9. j is the best choice. The preposition “of” is the best option.
10. b is the best choice. The preposition “in” is the best option.
11. c is the best choice. All questions should end with a question mark.  
12. g is the correct answer. Students need to know that colons are used to start a list (but the part of the sentence that comes before the colon must be a complete thought). They also need to know that items in a list are separated by commas. 
13. c is the correct answer. This question tests student knowledge of dialogue punctuation. The comma comes before the dialogue, quotes go around the dialogue, and the end punctuation goes inside (or before) the quotation marks.
14. f is the correct answer. More dialogue punctuation.

15. b is the correct answer. This question tests apostrophe rules. Students should know that apostrophes are not used to make nouns plural (lots, not lot’s). Apostrophes show possession (Allie’s car) and contraction (isn’t = is not).
16. h is the correct answer. There should be an apostrophe in that’s to show contraction. The Run-on sentence needs punctuation, and the dash in answer choice h best matches the urgency in the sentence. 
17. a is the correct answer. This question tests student knowledge of compound adjectives (two words working together to describe one noun). Compound adjectives get a dash between them (deep-fried). No additional punctuation in needed in the sentence. 

18. j is the correct answer. This question tests student knowledge of compound adjectives (two words working together to describe one noun). Compound adjectives get a dash between them (high-priced). No additional punctuation in needed in the sentence. 

19. b is the correct answer. This question tests comma rules.  Students should recognize “who…mine” as an appositive phrase that is non-essential to the sentence, and therefore, it should be offset by commas.  They should also see that items in a list should be separated by commas. 
20. h is the best answer. This question tests dialogue/quote punctuation. Commas should be used to offset the quote, and quotation marks are used to distinguish the saying is. 
