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Dear Parents/Guardians:

[bookmark: _2r0bpnlvnkaa](SCHOOL NAME) is excited to announce that an Animal-Assisted Intervention (AAI) program is coming to the school to promote social/emotional well being. 
[bookmark: _f43fhu62btgt]
[bookmark: _92fxyppa32tc]OR 
[bookmark: _l5nbfkqwmrj1]
[bookmark: _6cmtsjq6sl2n](SCHOOL NAME) utilizes Animal-Assisted Interventions (AAI) to promote social/emotional well being. 
[bookmark: _c1emy3hyta7v]
[bookmark: _bpk2qb2dsj9]AAI is a goal directed and evidence based intervention, in which an animal that meets specific criteria is an integral part of the process. This intervention will include a certified professional that is either a school staff member or volunteer working within their scope of competency.  AAI is designed to promote improvement in human physical, social, emotional, behavioral, and cognitive functioning. 
[bookmark: _1anrjchjjti9]
[bookmark: _bzntiumtnh9k]The program may include small group and/or individual interventions focused on social and emotional wellness and humane education. Participating in this program and interacting with a therapy dog is entirely voluntary. Our school will utilize this program as a part of research based practice and interventions specific to the needs of students. 
[bookmark: _sggtk73muh1q]
The handler and their therapy dog have their own insurance for liability and have undergone extensive training and certifications for Animal Assisted Interventions. They have been approved by DCSD to work within (SCHOOL) as a Certified Therapy Dog team.

Should you have any other questions, concerns or comments, please call/email _____________________. 


Sincerely,

___________________________

(Include picture of therapy dog(s))
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