SCHOOL/DEPARTMENT REPORT TO THE TRSB – MAY 29, 2014
Atkinson Academy
· Wonderful advanced strings concert was held on May 13th.  All 4th and 5th grade students in all the elementary schools came together to produce terrific music. Watch out Middle School!  
· Atkinson D.A.R.E.  students were treated to a pizza party and movie night on the 16th.  This event was hosted by the Atkinson Police Department.  What a fun night!  
· The annual fifth grade car wash was held on Saturday.  It started out quite rainy but ended with lots of clear cars.  Thank you to Stephen Lewis for the use of his facilities on Main Street for this event. 
Danville Elementary
· Student Council members presented a Memorial Day Assembly to the student body May 
· 23. They did a wonderful job sharing their knowledge to their fellow students and staff. 
· Teachers in grades 4 & 5 have begun to include some “flipped classroom” assignments for homework. Flipped classrooms is when students are asked to view an online educational video to build background knowledge and use that information in class the next day during class. It has been very successful and staff are looking forward to including more of this type of learning into their homework assignments. 
Pollard School
· This past Tuesday Pollard mourned the loss of our Day Custodian, Howard “Howie” Coombs. Howie was at Pollard for the past 7 years and has worked for the district for over 20 working in Danville and Atkinson as well. We hosted the Mercy Meal for the family and friends in our gymnasium following the services.
· Our annual Wellness Day went off without a hitch Thursday, May 22, 2014! Students and staff participated in wellness activities that correlate with our health curriculum. Teachers, community members and parent volunteers offered engaging activities for our students. Activities included healthy eating choices, yoga and other healthy choices. The Day was enjoyed by all!
· During the week of May 12th the 4th grade completed their science NECAP testing
· On Saturday, May 17th Pollard hosted a Bike Rodeo as part of our Safe Routes to School Grant partnership with the Town of Plaistow. The event was well attended and many children had their bikes and helmets tested for safety. Students without helmets were given helmets as well.
· Also during the May 12th week the PTA hosted many staff appreciation events including lunch one day, dessert day and coffee cart day. One of the staff’s favorite gifts were pins that read “I teach, what is your super power?” We had a great week and felt very appreciated!
Sandown Central
· Grade 5 Freedom Trail Field Trip –May 22
· Field Day June 4th  9:00 -11:00
· Distance learning with the middle school students and grade 5 on June 5th 10:00- 10:30. 
· Poetry Night June 4th  6:30- 7:30  Mrs. Gilman’s Class.
· Grade 4 field trip to the Audubon Society in Concord June 9th.
· Flag Day Assembly June 10th .
· Lip Sync – At Sandown Central School June 12th 6:30. (with a guest performance group) Dr. Metzler Please come if you can .
· Move Up Day grade 3 from Sandown North to grade 4 Sandown Central and grade 5 to the middle school on June 13th  
Sandown North
· At our May 12th Monday Morning Meeting, our third graders taught school members about maintaining personal space for comfort and to show respect for others’ learning.  They sang the lyrics to the tune of Neil Diamond’s Take Me out to the Ballgame. What a fun way to get the point across!
· Author Jef Czejak visited Sandown North for part of the day on Tuesday, May 13th and Wednesday, May 14th.  He entertained our students by “rapping” his book “Yes, Yes, Yaul” and dressing up like a cat to read his book “Cat Secrets”, while  also teaching them what it takes to be an author-illustrator.  He discussed how many, many times he has to revise his work and talked to them about how important it is to do what they love to do.
· The Annual Fine Arts Night was held on May 19th. Our third graders performed musically using their recorders and their beautiful art work decorated our building EVERYWHERE! All our welcome, beginning at 6:00 pm, to hear our children perform and to enjoy their beautiful art pieces!
· In February, our students participated in the after school Jump Rope for Heart event. We had 81 jumpers and together they raised $3,710. Since our participants’ sponsors were so generous, we recently heard that we earned a $200 gift certificate to be spent on athletic equipment. Thank you to Kim DeCristofaro and the staff and parents who volunteered to make the event a huge success!
· The theme for this year is The Wizard of Oz with an emphasis on “following your own yellow brick road”. The Hampstead Stage Theater presented a two man Wizard of Oz show last Friday afternoon with the help of some of our students. What a positive experience for all!
· Two of our students were transported home by the Sandown Fire Department one day last week. Graham and Camden Zambrowicz’s parents purchased this opportunity at the Holiday Auction to support Sandown Schools. The boys’ classmates came outdoors to wave them off and were treated to the sounds of the sirens, horns and the lights. Fun!
· Our PTA made Friday the 16th a day to remember. They snuck in late at night and early in the morning and covered the teachers’ doors with messages from their children. When teachers arrived at schools and read the notes, they were beaming and laughing as they enjoyed breakfast, also provided by PTA. Lunch, too was special, made even more fun by raffles, giveaways, 10 minute massages, and a musical serenade by 4 women who agreed to sing songs connected to our school. This day was made possible by the generous donations of many in our school community.
· On Tuesday of this week, third graders once again had a morning of exercise and teamwork at Sandlots Field. Our children were true STARS, showing incredible sportsmanlike behavior and good manners at lunch time. Ed Mencis and Linda Meehan have been opening their facility to our third graders for 13 years and they also provide the food for a barbecue that our parents cook and serve. Our students were really looking forward to this important day. The weather was perfect; the stations were challenging; the company made it really special!
Middle School
· 60 plus students and chaperones completed the now annual trip to Montreal last weekend.  Very successful and rewarding trip.
High School
· May 21 - Juniors took Science NECAP exams 
· May 27 - Kick Off to Senior Events with Senior Class Odyssey Harbor Cruise, Boston, Mass 
· May 28th - Science Night at the High School 3:30 pm - 6:30 pm
· Presentation and dedication of observatory (rain it will be inside) 3:30- 4:00pm
· Presentations by Science and Engineering students 4:00 pm - 6:00 pm
· Science Honor Society Induction 6:00 pm -6;30 pm
· May 29 - American red Cross Blood Drive – 7:00am-2:00 pm mini gym
· May 31 - Kids Night Out – Café/Gym 3:30 pm -8:30 pm 
· May 31 - Kaulele Pueo (flight of the owl) group will work in the TRHS garden with the 10 students from Hawai’I here on the exchange program, to expand the number of garden beds in the courtyard.  They will move and prepare the soil and begin planting.  Similarly this same group cleared invasive jungle species and planted native trees at the top of Waimea Valley (The Valley of the Kings) on O’ahu, Hawai’I in April of this year.  The work here at TRHS is follow-up work to what they did two years ago as they helped the high school launch the organic Garden in 2012!
· June 1 - Excellence in Academics Dinner – Atkinson Country Club 6:00pm
· June 4 - Scholarship/Junior Honors Night - PAC 6:30pm
Performing Arts  
· Our student concerts are filled with amazing performances by our talented musicians throughout the district.  We invite you to attend a concert or two or all and show your support for all the hard work and dedication the teachers and students put into each and every performance.  

· In the past week we hosted the following concerts:
Tuesday 5/13 – Grades 4-8 Orchestra Concert
Wednesday 5/14 – Grades 6-12 Guitar Concert
Tuesday 5/20 – High School Jazz Concert
Wednesday 5/21 – High School Chorus Concert

· Upcoming Concerts include:
Thursday 5/22 – High School Orchestra Concert
Friday 5/23 – Oboe & Piano Recital
Tuesday 5/27 – Our 1st Elementary Honors Instrumental Concert
Wednesday 5/28 – High School Band Concert
Monday 6/2 – High School Chamber Concert
Monday 6/3 – Middle School Band Concert
Tuesday 6/10 – Middle Chorus Concert
Wednesday 6/11 – High School Solo & Ensemble Concert

· On May 29th the Music Department will hold their annual High School Music Awards and on May 30th the Drama Department will hold their High School Drama Awards.  Both awards nights will be held at the PAC and are a perfect opportunity for teachers to honor and thank all the students involved in the Fine Arts program here at Timberlane.

· On June 5, 7 & 9, Timberlane Music will hold their annual “Elementary Trials”.   The trial sessions give district 2nd, 3rd and 4th grade students, who are interested in learning to play a musical instrument, the opportunity to try out the various instruments.   Since many of our elementary school children have never been exposed to a band or string instrument, this is a perfect way to help students decide which instrument they would like to play.

· Our last drama event of the school year will take place on June 19th, 20th, 21st when the Timberlane Players put on their production of “All My Sons”.

· In addition to all the in-house/school-related events held at the PAC, we have several outside events booked at the PAC from now until the end of June.
