SCHOOL/DEPARTMENT REPORT TO THE TRSB – SEPTEMBER 18, 2014
Atkinson Academy
· STAR testing was successfully completed on Tuesday.  We now wait the training for the Champions so we in turn may work with staff.  
· Our first Monday morning meeting was held which was a kickoff for the Fall PTA fundraiser.  PTA is working toward more playground equipment.  
· We have started “Girls on the Run”.  We have 15 girls signed up for Tuesdays and Thursdays after school walking/running club.   Final race is Nov. 16th in Exeter.  
· Ice cream social will be held on Friday, September 19th from 6:30- 8:00 pm..
Danville Elementary
· 4th grade students participated in a distance learning program on simple machines. This coincides with one of their science units of study. The group listened to a brief lecture and then participated in actual hands on experiments using materials and even their own bodies, as they paired up to make human inclined planes. The students were talking about the experience long after the lesson. It is the interactive experiences connected to their learning that make the biggest impression on our young learners. 
Pollard School
· This past Thursday Pollard School 4th and 5th graders participated in the Town’s annual 911 ceremony. Breeze Dennis led the Pledge of Allegiance and then Anthony Beltran, Evan LeBlanc, Josiah Lopez and James Collins read short poems in remembrance of the victims and their families. 
· Saturday morning Pollard hosted our first Eagle Scout Ceremony for Bryce Whittaker. The ceremony truly celebrated all of the hard work by Bryce to reach this highest of honors. After the ceremony guest were invited to go check out the greenhouse (which was his service project). Mrs. Toscano, the teacher that inspired Bryce to complete this project has been working on getting classrooms out to use the greenhouse on a regular basis and we are currently trying to organize a fall/winter grow.
· Nurse Kate Sherman-DeRoche organized our Staff Flu Shot session and a large group of staff participated. This is a step we take each year to keep our staff as healthy as we can!
· STAR Assessment is almost complete for all of our Prek-5th grade students. We did have some technical difficulties with our wireless during the first few days but we have worked out those kinks and feel that between the Title I iPads and the new chrome books we were very successful. Funny kindergarten testing story: The kindergarten class was getting ready to begin their early literacy test when a boy raised his hand and asked if there was going to be Spanish on this test because he had been practicing a lot!
· The NH Bureau of Nutrition Programs and Services has invited Pollard School to take part in the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP), an important program that helps students develop lifelong, healthy eating habits.  The FFVP funds we have been awarded are to be used primarily to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables which will be made available at no charge to students.  Deb Waters, our kitchen Manager will be in charge of this program but it is important to note that it is not part of her job description and is completely separate from the cafeteria offerings. We will be starting the distribution of fruits and vegetables sometime in October. Our plan is to offer a fresh fruit or vegetable every Tuesday and Thursday to all students K-5.
· Michael Hollow was the Winner of the Pollard School Safe Routes to School LOGO contest held last spring. Michael is now a 6th grader at the MS. The logo has been placed on the new Plaistow Highway signs created with the Safe Routes grant money. Signs are available to be placed in Plaistow resident’s front yards. If you are interested, please contact Michelle Auger at Pollard School or Chief Jones.
Sandown Central
· We celebrated Dot Day on September 15th   by an all school read… by reading the book by Peter Reynolds “The Dot.”  That one little dot marks the beginning of a child’s journey of surprise and self- discovery.   A story about creative spirit in all of us…! Having a “Growth Mindset”. 
· We held an all school “Soaring Eagles day” on Tuesday September 16th.  “What it means to be a Sandown Central Eagle! We highlighted our core values: Only make right choices, Always act responsibly, Respect self and others. We started the day with Police Chief Gordon talking to all the students about “Safety” the students then participated in different team activities throughout the day.  Great Day!!
· September 17th   we celebrated Constitution day!  Students participated in important dates to remember, fascinating facts, Reading the Constitution, Facts about the signers of the constitution, Bill of Rights, Facts about our founding fathers.
· On September 19th our 4th grade students will go to Concord NH to visit the State House. In support of our unit of study will learn and identify the 3 branches of government and the organization of the New Hampshire State Government. This trip is an anchor activity for studying the New Hampshire and U.S. Government.  
Sandown North
· On September 8th, we gathered together as a whole school to teach our first roll-out. The first behavior that we are teaching, acknowledging, and then expecting is Listen & Follow Adult Directions. We teach it in each school setting and expect that it will transfer from one setting to the next. It is very important as a safety issue, especially on the busses. 
· Our first PTA Executive Board meeting was held on September 10th. Lots of fun activities for our children and their families were planned to occur throughout the year. 
· Our library, Reading Room, and classrooms are abuzz with reading activities. On September 15th we celebrated International Dot Day, based on Peter H Reynolds book, The Dot. For the whole week we will be focusing on connecting, collaborating, creating and celebrating all that creativity inspires and invites. 
· We have practiced fire drills on our own and with the fire department. On September 15, we held a “drill with flames”. We blocked a major exit causing everyone to follow their Plan B. Our students were all out of the building, even with that change, in fewer than 3 minutes!!!!
Middle School
· Camp Lincoln for grade 6 finishes this week.
· Open House Grades 7/8 is this Wednesday Evening 6-7:30.
High School
· Star Testing Report:  The first round of STAR testing went well.  All 9th and 10th graders were tested in their Math and English classes.  Our teachers look forward to learning how to use this data to individualize instruction and accelerate learning for all students in the classroom.
· College Fair Report: Monday, September 15th and Tuesday, September 16th, Timberlane Regional High School hosted their second annual college fair in the TRHS gymnasium for junior and senior students.  The program ran from 9:00-11:00 AM each day.  Over 120 Colleges and Universities participated in the program during the two day period!  College admissions officers as well as representatives from the branches of the United States Military were available to meet with TRHS junior and senior students.  The feedback from the college representatives was extremely positive in regards to the quality of the student engagement and preparation as well as the overall organization of the fair.
· September 22 – PTSA is sponsoring a “Meet the Admin Team” 6:30 HS Library: Parents are invited to meet the administrative team and learn their roles at the high school.  They will be speaking about this year’s goals and will be answering any questions you may have.     
· September 23 – 5:00-7:00pm TRSD Partnership with the Plaistow YMCA: Join your friends and family at the YMCA for a fun filled evening of friendly competitive intramurals; basketball, volleyball, dodge ball, bouncy house, face paintings and indoor soccer. (See attached flyer)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]September 29- Oct 4 - Spirit Week is a Timberlane tradition; the students will show their spirit with a Parade, Mismatch Day, Variety Show, Game Night, Carnival Night and end the week with a school dance.	
Athletics
· The fall sports seasons are well under way. Our teams and coaches have been working hard and representing our school and community with pride.  Congratulations to Jason Hughes for being selected to the NHIAA state student leadership committee.  He is one of only 15 student athletes selected from around the state.
Performing Arts  
· TRHS Band, Orchestra and Chorus students have been practicing their All-State music in preparation for the 2014 All-State Auditions in November.
· The Timberlane Players have been rehearsing for the fall drama, “The Crucible” which they will perform on October 30th, 31st  & Nov 1st .
· UPCOMING MUSIC & DRAMA EVENTS
· September 19 – TRHS Marching Band Football Game performance – Home vs Bishop Guertin
· September 27 – TRHS Marching Band Football Game performance – Away vs Salem
· October 3 – TRHS Marching Band Football Game performance – Home vs Nashua South
· October 10-11 – 24 Hour Play Project
· October 17 - TRHS Marching Band Football Game performance – Home vs Pinkerton
· October 18 – Dover Band Show
· October 24 – TRHS Marching Band Football Game performance – Home vs Merrimack
· October 30-November 1 – Fall Drama “The Crucible”
· UPCOMING PAC EVENTS - The PAC has some exciting events coming up this year.
· Internationally renowned Irish Tenor, Ronan Tynan, will be performing at the Timberlane Performing Arts Center on March 29th, 2015 at 2pm.
· Veterans’ Day Concert, featuring the Timberlane Community Band, on November 9th, 2014 at 2pm.
· TubaChristmas & Timberlane Community Band Holiday Concert on December 6th, 2014 at 2pm.
· An Afternoon of Jazz, featuring the Soggy Po Boys, on January 25th.
· Timberlane Guitar Festival Concert, featuring performances by                                                                                        Gene Bertoncini and the Backbay Guitar Trio on February 8th at 7pm
· Timberlane Concert Band Festival, featuring the Rockingham Wind Symphony and performances by area community bands, on February 15th.  This multi-band event takes place from 1-6pm
· Timberlane Jazz Band Festival, featuring a Tribute to Frank Sinatra, as performed by Steve Marvin and The Hal McIntyre Band, as well as performance by area community bands.  This multi-band event takes place, on April 12th, 2015, from 1-6pm
