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The board of trustees believes that the safety and security of students, staff, and visitors are of the utmost importance.  The board further recognizes the importance of being prepared for emergencies that may occur while school is in session, during school transportation, or while activities are occurring on school property.  Such emergencies may include natural disasters or human-caused crises.  The purpose of this policy is to set forth guidelines for the development of emergency and disaster preparedness plans for district schools.

EMERGENCY OPERATIONS PLANS REQUIRED

Building principals at all district schools are required to create and maintain an emergency operations plan that is approved by the board.  Plans should address a variety of emergencies, including but not limited to:  severe weather, bus crashes, bomb threats, student or staff deaths, chemical or hazardous materials spills, fire, school shootings, medical emergencies, acts of terror or war, and natural disasters such as earthquakes or floods.  All plans shall be developed in coordination with school staff and local emergency response agencies and shall meet the guidelines adopted by the Idaho School Safety and Security Advisory Board.  Such plans will be reviewed at least annually by each school and the board and updated as necessary.  Approved plans will be made available to students, parents, community members and local emergency partners.

In addition to each school emergency operations plan, the district will develop and maintain a crisis management plan to act as a guide for district trustees, administration, staff, students, parents and community members.  The crisis management plan will include procedures to be implemented at each school site in the event of an emergency.  The superintendent or designee shall be responsible for directing the development of the crisis management plan, utilizing guidelines adopted by the Idaho School Safety and Security Advisory Board and input from local emergency response partners, trustees, students, parents, and community members.  The crisis management plan will be approved by the board and distributed to all schools, local emergency response partners, parents and community members.  The board will review the plan at least annually.

TRAINING

All district staff are required to receive initial and annual emergency operations training that provides instruction on how to conduct exercises to respond to emergencies.  Such training will be in accordance with guidelines established by the Idaho School Safety and Security Advisory Board.  Annual training will include the crisis management plan approved by the board.

Students will also be instructed on emergency operations procedures and may periodically practice the emergency procedures at their school.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

LEGAL REFERENCE:
Idaho Code Sections
33-512(16) – Governance of Schools (Safe Environment)
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