
Parent Handout: Helping Your Middle School Student Succeed on Florida’s ELA F.A.S.T. Reading Assessment

What is the FAST Reading assessment?
Florida’s Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST) measures progress in English Language Arts Reading (grades 3–10) across the year and is aligned to the B.E.S.T. Standards. The Florida Department of Education provides test blueprints, fact sheets, and reporting categories so families know exactly what skills are measured.

Where can families find official information and sample materials?
Visit the Florida Statewide Assessments – Students & Families (FAST) Portal, which hosts family guides, sample items, videos, and more.


Quick Links (All FREE)

FAST Students & Families Portal (official) — family guides, sample items, videos, and login info: https://flfast.org/families.html

Florida DOE – FAST Assessments — test design summaries/blueprints, B.E.S.T. reporting categories, and fact sheets: https://www.fldoe.org/accountability/assessments/k-12-student-assessment/best/

ReadTheory – FAST-aligned online reading practice — adaptive literary & informational passages for grades K–10: https://readtheory.org/test-prep/florida/

Khan Academy – 7th Grade Reading & Vocabulary — units on citing evidence, central idea, structure, arguments, and more: https://www.khanacademy.org/ela/7th-grade-reading-and-vocabulary

Duval County Public Schools: Parent Resources for ELA/Reading — curated Florida links for families, including FCRR and Just Take 20: https://www.duvalschools.org/page/parent-resources-for-elareading

Florida Grade-Level Reading Campaign: Parent Resources — statewide literacy supports, Reading Rockets, and more: https://floridaglr.net/parentresources/

