MERCHANTVILLE BOARD EDUCATION MINUTES

 MARCH 26, 2013-PUBLIC HEARING 2013-2014 BUDGET

AND REGULAR BOARD MEETING 


The Merchantville Board of Education’s Public Hearing on the 2013-2014 budget and Regular Meeting were held on Tuesday, March 26, 2013, at 7:00 p.m., in the Reading Center of Merchantville School.  Notice of the meeting was published in The Retrospect.

Members Present:

Mr. Kabel, Mr. Bohn, Mr. Morrone, Mr. Honigfeld, 
Mr.  Morgan, Ms. Engelke Mrs. Perno, and Ms. Fuentes (7:25 p.m.)  
Members Absent:

Mr. Iannucci
Also Present: 

     
Mr. J. Scott Strong, CSA/Principal





Mr. William H. Thompson, Business Administrator




Ms. Loretta Mansolino, Recording Secretary

The board president led the group in the pledge to the flag of the United States of America.

The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the rights of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of the public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance of this meeting to be published by having the date, time, and place thereof posted in The Retrospect, Borough Hall, Merchantville School and the Reading Center at Merchantville School .

No open public comment.


Approve the resignation of Mr. Mark Iannucci – Moved by Mrs. Perno, and seconded by Ms. Engelke, that the Merchantville Board of Education approves, with regret, the resignation of Mr. Mark Iannucci from his position on the board, effective March 18, 2013.  
Approved by unanimous voice vote.

Pg. ___________ 

PUBLIC HEARING - 2013-2014 BUDGET

Motion to approve to open the public hearing on the budget – Moved by Mr. Morrone, and seconded by Mrs. Perno, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve to open the public hearing on the 2013-2014 school year budget.










7:01 p.m.
Approved by unanimous voice vote.
Mr. Strong presented the budget.  The highlights included:
*
What the children in the community and their parents deserve 

*
The budget highlights – Curriculum, Technology Upgrades, Support Services, Gifted and Talented Program – Summer Reading Program- Facility Reconfiguration   

 

  *
Current expected student enrollment-390 students, including 44 choice school students


*
Choice School Aid - $532,469 

*
Budget figures listing:  General Fund, Special Revenue Fund and *
Debt Service


*
Banked cap will be used to support his budget

*
The district received an increase in Pre-School Aid

*
All current programs will be maintained



*The average home in Merchantville is appraised at $185,000.



*School tax increase is $.064



*The borough’s ratable properties are down $2 million dollars



*Community member’s role in the educational system 
Motion to close the public hearing on the budget –Moved by Mr. Morrone, and seconded by Mrs. Perno, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve to close the public hearing on the 2013-2014 school year budget.










7:37 p.m.
Approved by unanimous voice vote.

Approve budget Resolution – Moved by Mr. Morrone, and seconded by Ms. Fuentes, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve the following budget resolution:
BE IT RESOLVED that the budget be approved for the 2013-2014 School Year using the 2013-2014 state aid figures and the Secretary to the Merchantville Board of Education be authorized to submit the following budget to the Executive County Superintendent of Schools for approval in accordance with the statutory deadline:

	
	GENERAL 
	SPECIAL
	DEBT
	 

	
	FUND
	REVENUES
	SERVICE
	TOTAL

	
	
	
	
	

	2013-14 Total Expenditures
	6,624,035
	418,514
	291,425
	7,333,974

	
	
	
	
	

	Less: Anticipated Revenues
	2,528,196
	418,514
	16,486
	2,963,196

	
	
	
	
	

	Taxes to be Raised
	4,095,839
	0
	274,939
	4,370,778

	
	
	
	
	


And to advertise said budget in The Retrospect in accordance with the form suggested by the State Department of Education and according to law; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a public hearing was held at the Reading Center in Merchantville School, 130 S. Centre Street, Merchantville, New Jersey on March 26, 2013 at 7 p.m. for the purpose of conducting a public hearing on the budget for the 2013-2014 School Year.
ADOPTION OF THE BUDGET

2013-2014

Adjustment

Health Benefits

RESOLVED that the Merchantville Board of Education includes in the proposed budget the adjustment for increases costs of health benefits in the amount of $4,321.00. The additional funds are included in the base budget and will be used to pay for the additional increases in health benefits.
Adjustment

Banked Cap

RESOLVED that the Merchantville Board of Education includes in the proposed budget the adjustment for banked cap in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-10.3(b). The district has fully exhausted all eligible statutory spending authority and must increase the base budget in the amount of $ 47,551.00 for the purposes of salaries to fund new positions and capital projects. The district intends to complete said purposes by June 2014.
Travel and Related Expense Reimbursement

2013-2014

WHEREAS, the Merchantville  Board of Education recognizes school staff and Board members will incur travel expenses related to and within the scope of their current responsibilities and for travel that promotes the delivery of instruction or furthers the efficient operation of the school district; and

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 6A:23B-1.1 et seq. requires Board members to receive approval of these expenses by a majority of the full voting membership of the Board and staff members to receive prior approval of these expenses by the Superintendent of Schools and a majority of the full voting membership of the Board; and

WHEREAS, a Merchantville Board of Education may establish, for regular district business travel only, an annual school year threshold of $150.00 for each eligible staff members where prior Board approval shall not be required unless this annual threshold for a staff member is exceeded in a given school year (July 1 through June 30); and

WHEREAS, travel and related expenses not in compliance with N.J.A.C. 6A:23B-1.1 et seq., but deemed by the Merchantville Board of Education to be necessary and unavoidable as noted on the approved Merchantville Board of Education Out of District Travel and Reimbursement Forms; now

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Merchantville Board of Education approves all travel not in compliance with N.J.A.C. 6A:23B-1.1 et seq. as being necessary and unavoidable as noted on the approved Merchantville Board of Education Out of District Travel and Reimbursement Forms; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Merchantville Board of Education approves travel and related expense reimbursements in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:23B-1.2(b), to a maximum expenditure of $3,085.00for all staff and board members.

Roll Call Vote:
Ayes (7)   Mrs. Perno, Ms. Fuentes, Ms. Engelke, Mr. Honigfeld, Mr. Morgan, Mr. Morrone and Mr. Bohn

Noes (1) Mr. Kabel

Abstain (0)


Motion Carries.

Approve Professional Development Workshops – Moved by Ms. Engelke, and seconded by Mrs. Perno, that the Merchantville Merchantville Board of Education approve the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator for attendance at the following Professional Development Workshops:

	Attendee
	Event
	Place of Event
	Date
	Cost

	Jeanne Leise
	Common Core and using the NJDOE Model Curriculum for Special Education Students
	Sewell, NJ
	4/22/2013
	$0

	J. Scott Strong
	NJASA – “How do we lead our teachers down the road to being distinguished” & “Legal Update”
	Monroe Twp, NJ
	3/22/2013 &

5/3/2013
	$120 each

	James Montufar
	Achievement of the Common Core Through Instructional Supports
	Glassboro, NJ
	4/19/2013
	$139


Approved by by unanimous voice vote.

Approve amendment to 2012-2013 school calendar – Moved by Mr. Engelke, and seconded by Mr. Morrone, that the Merchantville Merchantville Board of Education approve the amended 2012-2013 school calendar to include the emergency closing days.  
Approved by unanimous voice vote.
Pg._____________ 
Approve 2013-2014 school calendar – Moved by Ms. Fuentes, and seconded by Mrs. Perno, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve the proposed 2013-2014 school calendar.  

Approved by unanimous voice vote.
Pg.____________
Approve Carroll Will Funded Trips – Moved by Mr. Morgan, and seconded my Mr. Morrone, that the Merchantville Board of Education approves the recommendation regarding the following field trips.  All trips are funded through the Carroll Will, unless otherwise denoted and are at no cost to the parents or the school:

	PLACE
	GRADE OR

STUDENTS
	NO. OF

STUDENTS
	NO. OF

TEACHERS
	NO. OF

OUTSIDE

CHAPERSONES


	MONTH



	The Barnes Foundation and Magic 
Gardens

Phila. PA.
	Grade 5

Art-A-Facts

Trip
	40
	2
	6
	June

2013



	Batsto Historic

Village

Wharton State Forest, NJ
	Grade 7
	40
	4
	0
	May

2013

	FunPlex

Mount Laurel, NJ
	Student Council

*(Funded by Student Council)
	19
	2
	0
	June

2013



	PlayDrome Bowling Alley

Cherry Hill, NJ
	Grade 5

DARE Trip

*(Funded by DARE)
	42
	2
	1


	June 2013


Approved by unanimous voice vote.


Approve Minutes – Moved by Mr. Morrone, and seconded by Ms. Fuentes, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve the following regular board meeting minutes:  







February 26, 2013 
Approved by unanimous voice vote.
Bill Payments – Moved by Mr. Kabel, and seconded by Mr. Honigfeld, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve the following payments:
	BATCH NO.
	DESCRIPTION
	AMOUNT

	P 46
	2-28-2013 Payroll
	$157,922.43

	P 47
	3-15-2013 Payroll
	$185,973.14 

	P 48
	March Bill Run
	$423,669.55


Approved by unanimous voice vote.
Pgs._____________ 
Account Transfers - Moved by Mr. Kabel, and seconded by Mr. Honigfeld, that the Merchantville Board of Education approves the transfer of account funds, as listed below:
	FROM ACCOUNT
	TO ACCOUNT
	AMOUNT
	NOTES

	11 190 100 610

Supplies
	11 150 100 320
Homebound Instruction
	$450.00
	Fees – homebound instruction 

	11 190 100 500
Purchases of Services
	11 190 100 340
Purchases of Services
	$2,000.00
	Fees - Computer Consultants

	11 000 230 590
Purchases of Services
	11 000 230 890
Misc. Expenses
	$1,200.00
	Fees – Bank
Dues – Admin.


Approved by unanimous voice vote
Approve receipt of Donations - Moved by Mr. Kabel, and seconded by Mr. Honigfeld, that the Merchantville Board of Education approves the donations listed on the attached sheet.

Approved by unanimous voice vote
Pg.______
Recess – Moved by Mrs. Perno, and seconded by Mr. Morrone, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve to temporarily recess this meeting.  










 8:10 p.m.
Approved by unanimous voice vote.
Resume Meeting – Moved by Mrs. Perno, and seconded by Mr. Honigfeld, that

the Merchantville Board of Education approves to resume the meeting.  8:25 p.m.

Approved by unanimous voice vote.
Recess Into Closed Session – Moved by Mrs. Perno, and seconded by Mr. Honigfeld, that the Merchantville Board of Education adjourns, by Resolution, into Closed Session, from which the general public is excluded, to discuss litigation issues.  This session is expected to last about 45 minutes to one hour. The results of this session will be made public immediately after, or as soon thereafter, as a decision is reached, if permitted by law.
8:27 p.m.
Approved by unanimous voice vote.

Members Present:

Mr. Kabel, Mr. Bohn, Mr. Morrone, Mr. Honigfeld, 
Mr.  Morgan, Ms. Engelke Mrs. Perno, and Ms. Fuentes   
Members Absent:

Mr. Iannucci

Also Present: 

     
Mr. J. Scott Strong, CSA/Principal





Mr. William H. Thompson, Business Administrator




Ms. Loretta Mansolino, Recording Secretary

  



Mr. Vito Gagliardi, Jr., Special Counsel





Ms. Kerri A. Wright, Special Counsel 






From the Porzio, Bromberg and Newman Law Firm


Topic:



Status of the current litigation with the Pennsauken Board of Education



Trial data – dates and locations

Return to Open Session – Moved by Mrs. Perno, and seconded by Ms. Engelke, that the board of education approve to return to open session.  9:40 p.m.

Approved by unanimous voice vote.

Adjourn – Moved by Ms. Fuentes, and seconded by Mr. Morrone, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve to adjourn this meeting.








                 
9:41 p.m.
Approved by unanimous voice vote.

_________________________________

Loretta Mansolino, Recording Secretary
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