MERCHANTVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES –AUGUST 28, 2012


The Merchantville Board of Education Meeting was held on Tuesday, August 28, 2012, 
at 7:30 p.m., in the Reading Center of the Merchantville School.  

Members Present:

Mr. Kabel, Mr. Honigfeld, Mrs. Hartson-Stine, Mr. Iannucci, 




Mrs. Perno, Mr. Bohn, Mr. Morrone and Ms. Fuentes 





 Members Absent:

Ms. Engelke

Also Present: 
     
Mr. J. Scott Strong, Superintendent/Principal





Mr. William H. Thompson, Business Administrator





Ms. Loretta Mansolino, Recording Secretary

The board president led the group in the pledge to the flag.

The parents of many students in the district’s second grade classes attended the meeting to express their concerns about the class distribution of the special education population for this school year. There was a lengthy question, answer and concern session between the parents, the board and administration.  Some of which was discussed included:


The decision making process in the classroom placement of the 





special education children



IEP Groupings



Minority Grouping



IDEA Violations



Reshuffling of the students’ and special education teachers’ schedules

The concerns were heard by all.  The board will discuss this issue in closed session as it has to do with IEP placements and scheduling for special education students which are privacy issues. Administration will notify the parents of the results of the discussion.

Mr. Strong presented the Merchantville School 2011-2012 Report.  Content included:  The students NJASK Test scores, a review of the three (3) year trend, a demographic report, the transient rate and the current programs offered to students. 
COMMITTEES

Some members of the board toured the school with Mr. Strong to inspect the maintenance and repair work to the building.  Including: 
   
 Renovations to the girls’ locker rooms

 Refurbishing of the students’ lockers

 Replacement of the railing at the entrance ramp to the auditorium 
 
 
Repair/replacement of all screens and broken windows

Installation of fire doors at the stairwells leading to the “shelf” area classrooms 
Upgrade to all exterior lights 
 
etc.

The members were presented with a list of the tentative issues that should be addressed in the future.
Approve Payments – Moved by Mr. Morrone, and seconded by Mr. Kabel, that the board of education approve the following payments for the months of June and July 2012:
	Check Run /Date
	Amount
	Description

	P  71 – June 2012
	$54,073.30
	Final June Bill Run for the 11-12 SY

	P 1 – July 2012
	$124,809.07
	July Bill Run

	P 2 – July 2012
	$107,532.24
	July Bill Run

	P 3 – July 2012
	$91.512.05
	July Bill Run 


Approve by unanimous voice vote.

Pgs.__________
Approve Petty Cash Fund – Moved by Mr. Morrone, and seconded by Mr. Kabel, that the board of education approve to continue the business office petty cash fund for the 2012-2013 school year, not to exceed $500.00, per month. 

Approve by unanimous voice vote.

Approve Camden County Educational Services Commission Contract - Moved by Mr.

Morrone, and seconded by Mr. Kabel, that the board of education approve to renew the contract with CCESC, Clementon, NJ, to provide services to the non public school students, who reside in the borough for the 2012-2013 school year.  These services are funded through a state grant.
	SERVICE
PROVIDED
	VENDOR
	TERMS
	FEES
	NOTES

	Auxiliary Services for the Non Public School in the district
	CCESC

Clementon, NJ
	Sept. 1, 2012
To

June 30, 2013
	In accord with state regulations
	To provide services to Non Public School Students, as mandated.
Funded by a state grant


Approve by unanimous voice vote.

Pgs._______________
CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Chief School Administrator Informational Items:

1) CSA Workshop updates:

1. Summer – School Safety Workshop

2. Last Year – Personnel Management, Special Education, Leadership Style

3. This Year – Legal Issues, School Business Operations, Strategic Planning
2) EE4NJ is fully underway with representatives sitting in on the committee

3) Schedules have been sent to students.  Things are well in place

4) Walkthrough of the building summary

5) Use of Facilities report

6) Merchantville Report 2012-2013

Chief School Administrator Recommends:

Moved by Mrs. Perno, and seconded by Mr. Iannucci, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve the Substitute teachers and / or nurses as presented for the 2012 – 2013 school year.
Pg._________

Approve by unanimous voice vote.

Moved by Mrs. Perno, and seconded by Mr. Iannucci, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator to enter into a consortium with the Lindenwold School District acting as the lead applicant, in order to receive our Title III allocation of $2,351 for school year 2012 – 2013.

Approve by unanimous voice vote.

Moved by Mr. Kabel, and seconded by Ms. Fuentes, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve the Math Curriculum written this past summer and previously presented to the Education Committee.

Approve by unanimous voice vote.

Moved by Mr. Honigfeld, and seconded by Mrs. Perno, that the Board of Education approve the appointment of Ms. Jessica Lee Snyder as Field Hockey Coach for the 2012 - 2013 school year, pending completion of the necessary paperwork.   Ms. Snyder salary will be at the contracted rate of $1,893.

Pg.__________
Approve by unanimous voice vote.

Moved by Mr. Honigfeld, and seconded by Mrs. Perno, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve the consulting services of Ms. Kristin P. O’Neil for the 2012 – 2013 school year, as per the enclosed proposal at a cost of $4,500, and the hourly rate for additional training if needed as determined by the Chief School Administrator.  Ms. O’Neil will be the district’s NCLB Grant Manger and Consultant.  
Pgs.__________
Approve by unanimous voice vote.

Moved by Mr. Honigfeld, and seconded by Mrs. Perno, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve to renew the contracted service of Dr. Arnold Lindley to provide services as a School Psychologist, for two days per week, at a per diem rate of $325.00 for the 2012 – 2013 school year.

Pg.__________
Approve by unanimous voice vote.

Approve Bancroft School Contract - Moved by Mr. Honigfeld, and seconded by Mrs. Perno, that the board of education accept the recommendation of the chief school 
administrator, and approve the following contract:

	School
	Description
	Terms
	Amount
	Notes

	Bancroft School,

Haddonfield, NJ
	Educational

Services

TO #296
	July 30, 2012

TO

June 30, 2013
	$49,875.15
(Pro-rated

From start date of July 30, 2012
	New Student 


Approve by unanimous voice vote.

Increase Ms. Bridgeford’s FTE - Moved by Mr. Honigfeld, and seconded by Mrs. Perno, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve to increase the FTE (full time equivalency) of Ms. Jessica Bridgeford, the newly hired special education teacher.  Previously, Ms., Bridgeford was approved at 47.3% of FTE and, I am requesting that this be increased to 54% to meet the requirements of the contracted amount of time that she is entitled for preparation and collaboration with peers.  

Approve by unanimous voice vote.

Enter Closed Session - Moved by Mr. Iannucci, and seconded by Mr. Honigfeld, that
 the Board of Education adjourn, by Resolution, into Closed Session, from which the general public is excluded, to discuss the MEA/BOE Agreement and the concerns 

of the second grade parents regarding special education student placement in 2nd grade.   This session is expected to last for approximately 45 minutes.   The results of this session will be made public immediately after, or as soon thereafter, as a decision is reached, if permitted by law.

 9:55 p.m.
Approve by unanimous voice vote.
Members Present:

Mr. Kabel, Mr. Honigfeld, Mr. Iannucci, Mrs. Perno, Mr. 



Bohn, Mr. Morrone and Ms. Fuentes







 Members Absent:

Ms. Engelke and Mrs. Hartson-Stine (left at 8:45 p.m.)
Also Present: 
     
Mr. J. Scott Strong, Superintendent/Principal





Mr. William H. Thompson, Business Administrator





Ms. Loretta Mansolino, Recording Secretary


TOPICS DISCUSSED:




MEA/BOARD OF EDUCATION AGREEMENT





Final salary guides





Distribution of payroll funds





Movement on the salary guide for teachers and staff





Further negotiations





Approval of the salary guides 




Second Grade Class for the 2012-2013 SY





Student Placement and special education student





 count for each class





Special Education students





Special education teachers





Students’ and special education teachers’ schedules

Return to Open Session - Moved by Ms. Fuentes, and seconded by Mr. Kabel, that the board of education approve to return to open session. 

10:45 p.m.
Approve by unanimous voice vote.

Approve the Agreement between the Merchantville Board of Education and the Merchantville Education Association   – Moved by Mr. Morrone, and seconded by Mr. Honigfeld, that the board of education approve the Agreement between the Board of Education and the Merchantville Education Association for the period of July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2014.

Roll Call Vote:

Yes
 
(6)
Mr. Iannucci, Mr. Morrone, Mr. Honigfeld, Mrs. Perno, and Mr. Fuentes


  

and Mr. Bohn

No

 (0)
Abstain
(1)
Mr. Kabel




Motion Carries.

Following the closed session discussion on the configuration of the second grade classes for this school year, and taking into consideration all of the concerns expressed by parents, it was decided that there will be no changes to the placement of students at this time.
Adjourn - Moved by Mr. Bohn, and seconded by Ms. Fuentes, for the board of education to approve to adjourn this meeting.  




10: 48 p.m.
Approve by unanimous voice vote.

_________________________________
Loretta Mansolino, Recording Secretary 
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