MERCHANTVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES – JANUARY 10, 2012


The Merchantville Board of Education Meeting was held on Tuesday, January 10, 2012, at 7:30 p.m., in the Reading Center of the Merchantville School.  

Members Present:

Mr. Kabel, Ms. Engelke, Mr. Honigfeld, Mr. Barnett






Mr. Iannucci, Mr. Bohn, Mrs. Perno, Mrs. Hartson-Stine,





and Mr. Morrone (at Haddon Heights and then Merchantville)

Members Absent:



Also Present: 
     
Mr. Timothy Bell, Interim Superintendent/Principal  





Mr. William H. Thompson, Business Administrator



   
     
Ms. Loretta Mansolino, Recording Secretary
The board president let the group in the pledge to the flag.

Mrs. Ami Meachum, PTA President, shared all the current association’s activities.
Negotiations – Salary guides are not resolved.
Criminal History for BOE Members – In process.

Policies – The following policies must be updated to comply with code - #1120, #5114, #5131.5, #9200, and #5131.  
Refurbishment of the Locker Rooms – Revisions are being worked on. 
Fire Door Violation – Waiting for more guidance from the State Fire Authority.
Approve Minutes –Moved by Mr. Kabel, and seconded by Mr. Iannucci, that the
board of education approve the minutes from December 13, 2011.
Approved by unanimous voice vote.
BUSINESS OFFICE 
Approve Payments – Moved by Ms. Engelke, and seconded by Mr. Kabel, that the board of education approve the following payments:
	P 29
	December Bill Run
	432,780.82

	P 30
	Deductions from state aid 12/11
	27,116.32

	P 31
	Payroll 12-15-2011
	149,437.31

	P 32
	Payroll 12-23-2011
	147,066.93


Approved by unanimous voice vote.

Pgs.________

 Approve Transfer of Funds - Moved by Ms. Engelke, and seconded by Mr. Kabel,

 that the board of education approve the following transfer of funds for December 2011,
 as listed below:

	FROM ACCOUNT
	AMOUNT
	TO ACCOUNT
	AMOUNT

	11 000 216 320
Related services – purchase of services 
	4,300.00
	11 215 100 101

Salaries – Pre School -Handicapped 
	2,800.00

	
	
	11 000 230 332
Auditors Fees
	1,500.00 

	11 000 216 600

Related services – supplies
	100.00
	11 000 216 800

Related Services – other expenses 
	100.00

	11 000 216 320 Related services – purchase of services
	1,000.00
	11 000 218 320

Anti –bullying purchase of services
	1,000.00

	11 000 218 600

Student services – supplies
	50.00
	11 000 218 800

Anti-bullying –other expenses 
	50.00

	
	
	
	

	11 000 251 600
Central office – supplies
	50.00
	11 000 251 592
Central Office – other
	50.00 

	11 000 262 520

Insurance account
	500.00
	11 000 262 490 

Rentals – Lift


	500.00



	11 190 100 610

General – Supplies
	800.00
	11 401 100 600

Co-Curricular supplies – uniforms


	800.00


Approved by unanimous voice vote.

Chief School Administrator Report

Approve workshop for Mrs. Wurster – Moved by Mr. Barnett, and seconded by Mr. Kabel, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve attendance at an out of district workshop for Mrs. Debra Wurster (pre-k teacher), at a cost of $215.00, on January 18, 2012. Workshop is entitled “Working Successfully with the Young Child Grades Pre-K
to Two”, and is being held in Cherry Hill.

Approved by unanimous voice vote
Approve workshop for Mrs. Swanson – Moved by Mr. Honigfeld, and seconded by Mrs. Perno, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve attendance at an out of district workshop for Mrs. Annette Swanson on February 28, 2012 entitled “English Language Learners”.  Workshop is being held in Mullica Hill at no cost to the district.

Approved by unanimous voice vote
Approve Ms. Marshall as a Substitute Teacher – Moved by Mrs. Hartson-Stine, and seconded by Mrs. Perno, that the board of education approve the addition of Ms. Erica Marshall to the Substitute List for the 2011-2012 school year.

Approved by unanimous voice vote
Temporary Recess – Moved by Mrs. Hartson-Stine, and seconded by Mr. Iannucci, that the board of education approve a temporary recess at this time.         7:55 p.m. 

Approved by unanimous voice vote
Return to Open Session – Moved by Mr. Iannucci, and seconded by Mr. Kabel, that the board of education approve to return to open session.


   8:10 p.m. 

P R E S E N T A T I O N
Presentation of the Study concerning the feasibility of terminating Merchantville School Districts Send/Receive relationship with Pennsauken, and entering into a new send/receive relationship with Haddon Heights.
Following a presentation of the feasibility study at both the Haddon Heights and Merchantville Board of Education Meetings, both boards unanimously approved resolutions setting up a sending-receiving relationship for high school students.   
The feasibility study showed there would be no substantial financial, educational or racial impact to any of the districts involved in the study should Merchantville terminate its send/receive relationship with Pennsauken and enter a new send/receive relationship with Haddon Heights.   
The complete Feasibility Study is available on the district’s web site.

Discussion Included:
           → 
Merchantville’s population is increasingly more racially diverse than in 


2000
           → 
Merchantville’s student body is expected to be stable in terms of the 


number of children attending Merchantville School.
           →  
If Merchantville’s student go to HHHS, the minority impact would be 


relatively small
           → 
Merchantville’s graduates, in addition to attending Pennsauken High 


School, attend many schools including vocational and private school 


settings
           → 
By federal and state standards, both Merchantville and HH are considered 
            
high performing schools
           → 
Pennsauken’s students have not passed the state tests for several years, 
and the state has intervened to attempt to improve test scores
 
It is anticipated that if the process goes smoothly, Merchantville students could begin

attending Haddon Heights high school in September of 2014 or September 2015.
Questions/comments were made concerning the impact of property taxes.
Many community members asked questions of the Feasibility Team Members. 
Merchantville Send-Receive Resolution - Moved by Mr. Morrone, and seconded by Ms. Engelke, that the Merchantville Board of Education approve the following resolution concerning the sending-receiving Agreement with Pennsauken School District.

MERCHANTVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

RESOLUTION


WHEREAS, the Merchantville Board of Education (“the Board”) has a sending-receiving agreement with the Pennsauken School District (“Pennsauken”), whereby Merchantville’s students in grades 9-12 are educated at facilities administered under the authority of Pennsauken; and 


WHEREAS, in recent years, the Board has had increasing concerns that the level of educational services provided to its students are not commensurate with the cost charged by Pennsauken for providing such services; and


WHEREAS, in an effort to explore appropriate cost-effective alternatives for educating its students, the Board retained Statistical Forecasting, LLC, Herbert Johnson, and James L. Kirtland, CPA for the purpose of conducting a feasibility study on the possible termination of the sending-receiving agreement between the Board and Pennsauken; and


WHEREAS, in January 2012 Statistical Forecasting, LLC, Herbert Johnson, and James L. Kirtland, CPA issued a report that identified several attractive alternatives for the Board to consider; and


WHEREAS, the report, which was authored by a team of consultants consisting of Dr. Richard S. Grip, Herbert F. Johnson, and James L. Kirtland, CPA, concluded -- as required by statute -- that the Board could sever the subject sending-receiving agreement with Pennsauken and establish a new sending-receiving relationship with Haddon Heights without a substantial negative educational, financial, or racial impact; and


WHEREAS, as a result of the aforementioned report’s analysis that Merchantville’s students could receive an educational program of equal or greater opportunity in other school districts, such as Haddon Heights, the Board entered into extensive dialogue with the Haddon Heights Board of Education,


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that, after due consideration, the Board has determined that its students can receive an appropriate education at the 9-12 level from the Haddon Heights School District (“Haddon Heights”), which is ready, willing and able to educate Merchantville’s students on a tuition basis; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, contingent upon termination of the sending-receiving relationship with Pennsauken, the Board will enter into appropriate sending-receiving relationship with Haddon Heights; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board authorizes its special counsel, Porzio, Bromberg, & Newman, P.C., to prepare and submit a petition to the Commissioner of Education seeking to terminate the sending-receiving relationship between the Board and Pennsauken pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:38-13, and to take any and all appropriate action to obtain the required authorization from the Commissioner of Education and to implement same.

Roll Call Vote:

Ayes (9) 
 Mr. Barnett, Ms. Engelke, Mrs. Hartson-Stine, Mr. Honigfeld, Mr. Iannucci, Mr. Kabel, Mrs. Perno, Mr. Morrone and Mr. Bohn

Noes (0)

Abstain (0)




Motion Carries.

Recess Into Closed Session – Moved by Mr. Iannucci, and seconded by Mr. Kabel,
that the Board of Education adjourn, by Resolution, into Closed Session, from which 
the general public is excluded, to discuss possible litigation issues, or any other matter appropriate for this session.  The results of this session will be made public immediately after, or as soon thereafter, as a decision is reached, if permitted by law.       10:10 p.m.
Approved by unanimous voice vote.










Members Present:

Mr. Kabel, Ms. Engelke, Mr. Honigfeld, Mr. Barnett






Mr. Iannucci, Mr. Bohn, Mrs. Perno, Mrs. Hartson-Stine,





and Mr. Morrone 

Members Absent:



Also Present: 
     
Mr. Timothy Bell, Interim Superintendent/Principal  





Mr. William H. Thompson, Business Administrator



   
     
Ms. Loretta Mansolino, Recording Secretary




All members of the Feasibility Team 


Topic:



State process to end a send/receive relationship



Time Lines



Cost Factors

Resumption of the Public Portion of the Meeting – Moved by Mr. Barnett, and seconded by Mrs. Hartson-Stine, that the board of education approve to return to open session.
Approved by unanimous voice vote.




10:40 p.m.

Adjourn – Moved by Mrs. Hartson-Stine, and seconded by Ms. Engelke, that the board of education approve to adjourn this meeting.


10:41 p.m.
Approved by unanimous voice vote.

__________________________

Loretta Mansolino, Recording Secretary 
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