MERCHANTVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION PUBLIC AGENDA –

OCTOBER 23, 2012


CALL TO ORDER

The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the rights of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of the public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with the provisions of this Act, the Merchantville Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published by having the date, time, and place thereof posted in the Retrospect, The Courier Post, Borough Hall, and Community Library.

ROLL CALL

Mr. Iannucci
_______
 Mrs. Hartson-Stine
_____
​
Mrs. Perno
________




Mr. Morrone
_______
 Mr. Honigfeld__________

Mr. Kabel 
________
 Ms. Engelke _______
Mr. Bohn
__________

Ms. Fuentes ________
PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible with liberty and justice for all.

OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT
Audience members attending Board of Education Meetings are permitted to voice their opinions on school-related topics at specified times during the regular meeting.  These times are included in the printed agenda for the meeting. Members of the public are encouraged to speak during the public portion of the meeting.

COMMUNICATIONS
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS 
Code of Ethics for School Board Members – 18A:12-24.1
Approve donation of a Flute to the Music Department – It is recommended that the 
board of education approve the donation of an Artley Flute by Mr. Henry Kabel
MINUTES 

Approve the October 9th, 2012 minutes – It is recommended that the board of education approve the October 9th, 2012 minutes.

COMMITTEES

Policy

Approve Second Reading and Approval of Policy #1330 – Use of School Facilities – That the board of education approve the second reading and the approval of Policy #1330 – Use of Facilities.

Business Office
Revenue Summary and Fund Summary attached.
1.  
Approve Payments – It is recommended that the board of education approve the following payments:

	Posting 
Reference
	Details
	Amount

	P 12
	10-15 Payroll
	$156,467.59

	P 13
	9-15 Payroll
	$156,435.24

	P 14
	9-28
	$161,006.46

	P 15
	Tuitions, bank service charges, phone lease and 
PSE & G payment
	$25,870.06

	P 16
	State Health Benefits
	$34,928.75

	P 18
	October Bill Run
	$183,284.37


2.  
Approve Transfers – It is recommended that the board of education approve the following transfer of accounts for the months of September and October 2012:
	From Account
	To

Account
	Amount
	Notes

	11 000 261 420
	12 000 260 732
	$4,600.00
	Transfer funds to  asset account to record purchase of a new air conditioner for teacher’s lounge

	11 000 100 565
Tuition Account
	12 000 260 732
	$3,000.00
	Transfer funds to asset account to record purchase of new double door refrigerator for cafeteria


3. 
 Renew Safety Bus Contract – It is recommended that the board of education approve the renew the transportation contract with Safety Bus located in Pennsauken, NJ, for the 2012-2013 school year.  This contract covers the transporting of Merchantville students to/from Pennsauken High School.  The contract totals 
$40,849.20 and is renewal #5.  The details follow:



Route #1
$113.47 per diem rate
Route Cost:
$20,424.60



Route #2
$113.47 per diem rate
Route Cost:
$20,424.60 
4.
Approve Archway Settlement – It is recommended that the board of education approve the recommendation of the business administrator, approve the resolution to accept the Archway Settlement offer as outlined in the October 3, 2012 letter and attachments A, B, C, and D.  The DOE Reimbursement Summary per Administrative Law Initial Decision for tuition charges for the years 1994 through 199 is $56,318.52.  The actual pro-rata reimbursement based on a total settlement of $3 million dollars is $20,680.91.

       




 RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, the New Jersey Department of Education conducted an audit of the tuition costs of services provided to the Merchantville School District , and to other public school districts, by Archway in regard to Archway’s Program for the Handicap for the school years 1994-95 through 1998-99; And

WHEREAS, the NJDOE audit determined that the Merchantville School District, and other districts, had been overcharged by Archway; and

WHEREAS, Archway denied that it had overcharged, with the result that litigation over the issue has been ongoing for a number of years without a final determination; and

WHEREAS, in an effort to finally resolve the continuing dispute, Archway has proposed a settlement to all of the involved districts, including the Merchantville School District , wherein it will pay each district an amount equal to approximately 37% of the amount in dispute, provided each and every district participates in the settlement; And

WHEREAS, the disputed overcharge amount involving the Merchantville School District  is $56318.52, and the amount to be paid in settlement is $20,680.91; And 

WHEREAS, the recommendation of the Administration and the Board Attorney is to accept the settlement in view of both the protracted litigation and the potential for the bankruptcy of Archway which would reduce or eliminate any ability of Archway to pay;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Merchantville Board of Education hereby approves entering into the settlement on the terms described herein above, contingent upon all other public school districts involved in the dispute also approving the settlement on the same terms as are applied to the Merchantville School District. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the President of the Board and the Board Secretary are hereby authorized to execute any and all settlement documents necessary to approve the settlement and receive the settlement payment in the amount set forth above.    

5.
Approve Tuition –In Contracts with the Collingswood School District – It is recommended that the board of education approve the recommendation of the district’s homeless liaison and enter into a contract with the Collingwood School District to provide education services to two of Collingswood former students who now reside in Merchantville, and are considered to be homeless.  Details as follow:
	BOE
	Student ID
	Terms
	Tuition
	Notes



	Merchantville

And

Collingswood
	HL #1
	9-11-2012

To

6-30-2013
	$15,172.04

Pro Rated Amount 
	Kindergarten 

Student 



	Merchantville

And

Collingswood
	HL #2
	9-11-2012

To

6-30-2013
	$16,240.67

Pro Rated Amount  
	Junior High

Student 


CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
CSA Report


1.  
Violence & Vandalism Report


2.  
Governance DPR


3. 
 School Events update –Book Fair, Haunted House, and Cancer 



Awareness


4.  
Upcoming Events – Picture Day, Halloween Parade, In-Services


5. 
 EE4NJ Update – Training has been completed, observation have begun


6.  
QSAC – Next Meeting all self reviews will be approved

AGENDA

1. 
Approve Professional Development Workshops - That the Merchantville Board of Education approve the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator for attendance at the following Professional Development Workshop:

	Attendee
	Event
	Place of Event
	Date
	Cost

	Jeanne Leise
	Strengthening The Identification & Reporting Mandates For Child Abuse
	Convention Center

Maple Shade
	11/01/2012
	$0.00

	Debbie Huber
	ELL Training by WIDA
	Edison, NJ
	10/23/2012
	$0.00


2.
Approve Field Trips - 
That the Board of Education approve the following Walking Field Trips:

McFarlan’s Market
 



-     14 Students



(Pre - Kindergarten Field Trip)


-     1 Teacher



Nov. 5, 2012





-     1 Aide








-     3-4 Chaperons

Café Bella Vita
 



-     14 Students



(Pre - Kindergarten Field Trip)


-     1 Teacher



Nov. 13, 2012




-     1 Aide








-     3 Chaperons
3.
Approve the Retirement Letter submitted by Mr. Gary Walton - That the Board of Education approve, with regret, the Letter of Retirement submitted by our Health and Physical Education Teacher, Mr. Gary Walton.  Mr. Walton’s retirement is effective   June 30, 2013.
4.
Approve expenditure of Title II Grant Funds - 
That the Board of Education approve an administrative expenditure, not to exceed $3000 from Title II funds.  These funds will be utilized to take part in a consortium with Collingswood, Audubon and Lindenwold School Districts to provide training for teachers to develop benchmark assessments for non-tested grade levels and subjects as part of the Effective Educators for New Jersey Program requirements.
5.  
Approve Contract – It is recommended that the board of education approve the following contracts for the 2012-2013 school year.
	SCHOOL/

VENDOR
	DESCRIPTION
	TERMS
	AMOUNT
	NOTES

	The Cooper Health Systems
Camden, NJ
	Services to students at St. Peter School
with

special

needs 
	9/1/12
To

6/30/12
	$30,000.00
	Continuing program 
services to students to meet  IEP mandates - 
funded through the IDEA Grant 




AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION

Audience members attending Board of Education Meetings are permitted to voice

 their opinion on school-related topics at specified times during the regular meeting.  These times are included in the printed agenda for the meeting.

RECESS INTO CLOSED SESSION 

It is recommended that the Board of Education adjourn, by Resolution, into Closed Session, from which the general public is excluded, to discuss_________________ __________________________________________.  This session is expected to last 
for approximately__________minutes.   The results of this session will be made public immediately after, or as soon thereafter, as a decision is reached, if permitted by law.

RESUMPTION OF PUBLIC PORTION 
ADJOURNMENT

