MERCHANTVILLE BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES – OCTOBER 11, 2011


 The Merchantville Board of Education Meeting was held on Tuesday, October 11, 2011, at 7:30 p.m., in The Reading Center of the Merchantville School.  

Members Present:

Mr. Kabel, Mr. Iannucci, Ms. Engelke







Mr. Morrone, Mrs. Hartson- Stine and Mr. Barnett

Members Absent:
     
Mrs. Perno and Mr. Bohn 

Also Present: 
     
Mr. Timothy Bell, Interim Superintendent/Principal  



   
     
Ms. Loretta Mansolino, Recording Secretary 

The board vice- president led the board in the pledge to the flag.

SWEARING IN OF NEW BOARD MEMBER

Mr. Elliot Honigfeld was sworn in as a board member.  

No open public comment.
PRESENTATION 

Mr. Bell, presented and reviewed the ASK Scores.

Discussed:

 Ask Tests are the standardized test given to students in grades three to eight   


The results were presented in three categories:




Partially proficient





Proficient





Advanced Proficient


District’s students test scores were compared to the state averages

The low test scores could be the result of, and/ or a combination of, the following


factors:




Curriculum and/or textbooks not aligned to the standard of the test




Demographics of the school population


The board requested a report with the comparisons listing last year’s test scores

Each school year, the board budgets for textbook purchases.


Two years ago, Differentiated Learning was introduced to improve test scores.

Mr. Bell suggested a five (5) year plan be implemented to improve test scores that would include, but not be limited to, a new series of textbooks being purchased each year, curriculum alignment with state standards, yearly review of current school programs, etc.
HIB Training for all board members – will be held on Tuesday, November 8, 2011, at 7:00 p.m.
Negotiations - Salary guides are not finalized.
Send/Receive Issue - No updates.
Policies – The updating of the following policies is in process: - #1120, #5114, #5131.5, #9200, and #5131.  


Moved by Mr. Iannucci, and seconded by Mrs. Hartson-Stine, for the board to approve the appointment of Mr. Honigfeld as the representative for the CCESC and NJSBA.

Approved by unanimous voice vote.

Chief School Administrator Report

Approve to Appoint Ms. Durnala as a Long Term Substitute – Moved by Mr. Honigfeld, and seconded by Mr. Kabel, that the Board of Education approve the employment of 

Dana Durnala as a long term substitute beginning October 24, 2011 to April 2, 2012,
replacing Kara Temeles, who will be on family / maternity leave.
Roll Call Votes:
Ayes (7)
Noes (0)
Abstain (0)


Motion Carriers.

Pg. _______________
Approve employment of Mrs. Lane as a Clerk in the Board Office – Moved by Mr. Kabel, and seconded by Mr. Iannucci, that the Board of Education approve the employment of Diane Lane to part-time position of Clerk – Board of Education Office effective November 1, 2011, at a salary of $19.00 per hour.
Roll Call vote:

Ayes (7)
Noes (0)
Abstain (0)


Motion Carries.

Pg. ______________________
Approve Special Services Speech Contract – Moved by Mr. Iannucci, and seconded by Mrs. Hartson-Stine, that the board of education approve the following contract:
	Vendor
	Description
	Terms
	Amount
	Notes

	Camden County Education Services Commission
	Speech Therapy Services
	9/1/11

To

6/30/12
	$15,900.00
	Provide speech services to students – 1 day per week – (Replaces Eastern Rehab.)


Approved by unanimous voice vote.
Mr. Fore, Merchantville Observer Reporter, had questions about the test scores and the feasibility study.
Enter Closed Session – Moved by Mr. Iannucci, and seconded by Mr. Barnett, that the Board of Education adjourn, by Resolution, into Closed Session, from which the general public is excluded, to discuss, personnel, or any other matter appropriate for this session.  The results of this session will be made public immediately after, or as soon thereafter, as a decision is reached, if permitted by law.

8:20 p.m. 
Approved by unanimous voice vote.

Members Present:

Mr. Kabel, Mr. Iannucci, Ms. Engelke, Mr. Honigfeld,





Mr. Morrone,  Mrs. Hartson- Stine and Mr. Barnett

Members Absent:
     
Mrs. Perno and Mr. Bohn 

Also Present: 
     
Mr. Timothy Bell, Interim Superintendent/Principal  



   
     
Ms. Loretta Mansolino, Recording Secretary 


Topic:



CSA’ s Contract 




Terms, salary, benefits, etc.
Return to Open Session -  Moved by Mr. Kabel, and seconded by Mrs. Hartson-Stine, that the board of education approve to return to open session.         8:25 p.m. 
Approved by unanimous voice vote.
Adjourn – Moved by Mr. Honigfeld, and seconded by Mrs. Hartson-Stine, that the board approve to adjourn this meeting.





8:26 p.m. 
Approved by unanimous voice vote.
__________________________
Loretta Mansolino, Recording Secretary 
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