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Farming was always a family trait. John started farming as a child and took his passion to the next level by building his own farm. John was the most honest and hardworking person we have ever known. He took pride in not only his own success, but also of those around him. John enjoyed teasing people with the phrase, “No farmers, no food,” and he recognized that it takes skills and mindsets of all kinds to make a community thrive. That community focus carried into many aspects of John’s life. He supported local businesses any chance he could. Farming was John’s true passion, represented even in his leisure activities. He enjoyed driving his side-by-side around the neighborhood to see the progress of his crops. He also enjoyed drives on country roads, the social engagements of auctions, family camping and traveling, big neighborhood bonfires, family gatherings, cookouts, enjoying the changing of the seasons, and Sunday morning church. Those who knew John well saw his continued work ethic, pride in a job well-done, and his love of sharing his knowledge with anyone interested in farming. John was always willing to give a helping hand to those who needed it, including mentoring young farmers looking to enter the agriculture industry.
Though we miss him every day, his memories and lessons he taught will always be with us. As we searched for a way to keep his legacy alive, we thought about his love of mentoring and teaching people about farming. Our family has decided to honor him by creating a $1000 scholarship in his name.




Requirements:
· Complete Application
· Must be an MHS graduate 
· Minimum of 2.0 GPA preferred
· Copy of High School Transcript (unofficial acceptable)
· Applicant is going into Agricultural Industry post-secondary education (Dairy Farming preferred)
· Two letters of recommendation, one personal and one professional
· Recent photo submitted with application to be used in future scholarship promotions and social media (photo will not be returned)
· Attendance to the MHS Senior Awards Assembly, May 13th, 2026, time TBD, is mandatory (extenuating circumstances may be reviewed if letter explaining circumstances is sent with contact info)
Completed applications must be submitted to MHS counseling office.
Due by March 27, 2026. Late or incomplete applications will not be accepted regardless of cause.

Guidelines for payment:
· Scholarship recipients will be introduced at the MHS Senior Awards Assembly. Instructions for receiving scholarship payment will be handed out at that time.
· Any funds not distributed due to the recipient’s failure to meet attendance requirements, eligibility requirements, or eligibility of payment requirements, or any refunds due to the recipient’s withdrawal from classes/education shall be refunded to John Guden Memorial Fund.

Additional Information:
All information provided to the Scholarship Committee shall be considered private and confidential and for use only by the Committee as needed for its business purposes. All decisions by the Scholarship Committee shall be considered final.

Note: By submitting this application, you and your parents are giving permission to the Scholarship Committee to review your GPA. You also give permission for the Committee giving the scholarship to receive your contact information, intended post-secondary institution, and major. You are also giving permission for your photo to be used publicly. 





Application for John Guden Memorial Agriculture Scholarship
Name: ____________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Names: _____________________________________________________________
Phone Number: _____________________________________________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________________________ 

High School: _______________________________________________________________________

Graduation Year: ___________________________________________________________________
Post-Secondary Institution: ___________________________________________________________
Major: ____________________________________________________________________________
Do you have any special circumstances we should consider? Please explain.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Please answer the following questions, typed separately. Each question requires a minimum of three sentences.
1. What are your farming ambitions?
2. Explain how you are involved in agriculture now.
3. [bookmark: _Int_yqIShOMS]Tell us about your financial need.
4. Where do you see yourself in ten years?
5. John believed in community involvement. What are some ways you give back to your community?
6. How do you define family?
7. Who has been the biggest influence in your life and why?
8. Who is your support system?
9. What is something you struggle with and what are ways you overcome it?
10. If you could change one thing in the world, what would it be and why?
11. How do you spend your spare time?
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