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Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to 6-8 grades at Lake Dallas Middle School! This syllabus outlines the course plan for your child’s class this semester, including key topics, expectations, and how you can support their success. As required by Texas law (Senate Bill 12), this document serves as the instructional plan and is available for your review. I look forward to working with you and your child!

[bookmark: _4ayfqt5430p7]Contact Information
· Teacher: Kenneth Coon

· Email: kcoon@ldisd.net

· Phone: 940-497-4037

· Conference Time: 9:24-10:11 AM

· Best Way to Reach Me: Email or call the school office. I’ll respond within 24 hours on school days.


[bookmark: _1mwvt22oonsx]Course Overview (Instructional Plan)
This semester, your child will study the following topics in ESL, based on Texas state standards, Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS):
1. Unit 4: Multiple Genres 

· Learning objectives: The student recognizes and analyzes literary elements within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse literary texts.

· TEKS: ESOL 8 (A)(B)(C)(D)


2. Unit 5: Multiple Genres II

· The student recognizes and analyzes genre-specific characteristics, structures, and purposes within and across increasingly complex

· TEKS: ESOL 9 (A)(B)(D)(E0


3. Unit 6: Composition

· The student uses the writing process recursively to compose multiple texts that are legible and use appropriate conventions. 


· TEKS: ESOL 10 (A)(B)(C)(D)

4. Additional Skills/Activities (continues throughout the year)

Foundational language skills: Developing and strengthening listening, speaking, reading, and writing abilities, including word structure knowledge and phonological awareness.
Vocabulary development: Applying word study, context clues (roots, affixes, cognates), and resources like dictionaries and bilingual dictionaries to expand vocabulary, including academic and content-area terms.
Comprehension skills: Strategies for understanding texts, such as combining information, using text features, generating questions, visualizing, making connections, distinguishing important information, making inferences, and summarizing.
Literacy skills:
· Reading: Self-selecting texts, reading independently, and adjusting fluency based on purpose.
· Writing: Developing and organizing written communication in various genres (literary, informational, argumentative), using appropriate conventions (grammar, punctuation, spelling), and utilizing technology for gathering and presenting information.
· Fluency: Developing the ability to adjust reading fluency based on grade level and language proficiency level texts.
Oral communication: Expressing opinions, ideas, and feelings, participating in discussions, and engaging in academic conversations.
Technology Integration: Using appropriate technology for information gathering, organizing, managing, analyzing, and presenting information.



Thank you for supporting your child’s education! Feel free to contact me with questions.
Sincerely,
Kenneth Coon


