[bookmark: _tu3wguyde1li]7th & 8th Grade Landscaping Management Syllabus
Lake Dallas Middle School
Semester 2 – Spring 2026
Instructor: Tanner McQuien

[bookmark: _2c6pqoxenxd9]Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to Landscaping Management at Lake Dallas Middle School! This course introduces students to the fundamentals of landscape design, plant science, turf management, and environmental stewardship. Students will participate in hands-on projects, classroom instruction, and outdoor learning activities that build responsibility, teamwork, and real-world problem-solving skills.
As required by Texas law (Senate Bill 12), this syllabus serves as the instructional plan for the course and is available for parent and guardian review.

[bookmark: _wy933ht7467q]Instructor Contact Information
· Teacher: Tanner McQuien
· Email: tmcquien@ldisd.net
· Phone: 940-497-4037
· Conference Time: 11:02–11:47 A.M., Monday–Friday
· Best Way to Contact: Email or ParentSquare
· Messages will be returned within 24 hours on school days

[bookmark: _8on0idgjlql5]
[bookmark: _2t02wtjpelj7]
[bookmark: _1homeoioatnp]
[bookmark: _yc8syjjdslc2]
[bookmark: _jcg1c949wq9x]Course Overview (Instructional Plan)
During this semester, students will explore the foundations of landscaping management, including basic plant science, plant identification, soil preparation, turfgrass care, irrigation systems, and sustainable landscaping practices. Students will work individually and collaboratively to design, install, and maintain landscape projects while developing workplace skills such as communication, safety awareness, accountability, and professionalism. Instruction is differentiated for 7th and 8th grade levels, with increased expectations for independence, technical understanding, and leadership for 8th-grade students.

[bookmark: _dc8bo5bkzv6e]Units of Instruction & Learning Objectives
[bookmark: _it1jronudvpk]Unit 1: Introduction to Landscaping & Careers
· Define landscaping and its role in agriculture and the environment
· Identify careers in landscaping, turf management, and horticulture
· Understand classroom, shop, and outdoor safety expectations
[bookmark: _v34cveu6c1vx]Unit 2: Basic Plant Science
· Identify the basic parts of plants and their functions
· Understand plant life cycles and growth stages
· Explain plant needs such as light, water, nutrients, and space
· Introduce photosynthesis and plant growth processes
[bookmark: _37r39s8pbcpy]Unit 3: Landscape Tools & Equipment Safety
· Identify common landscaping tools and their uses
· Demonstrate proper tool handling and basic maintenance
· Follow PPE requirements and job-site safety procedures
[bookmark: _vmuh2ifas0v0]Unit 4: Landscape Design Basics
· Understand elements and principles of landscape design
· Read and create simple landscape sketches and plans
· Consider space, function, and aesthetics in design decisions
[bookmark: _ev3nugggrabk]
[bookmark: _64wg5tjc3re7]
[bookmark: _tp3fgx3monyq]Unit 5: Plant Selection & Identification
· Identify common ornamental plants, shrubs, and trees
· Understand plant growth requirements and seasonal needs
· Select plants based on site conditions and project goals
[bookmark: _mq32e0kgt184]Unit 6: Turfgrass Management
· Identify common turfgrass species and their uses
· Understand mowing, watering, and fertilization practices
· Diagnose basic turfgrass problems and pests
[bookmark: _megfox959bhv]Unit 7: Soil Science & Preparation
· Identify soil types and their properties
· Understand soil testing and amendments
· Prepare soil for planting and landscaping projects
[bookmark: _414orgv25ubp]Unit 8: Irrigation Systems
· Understand the importance of irrigation in landscaping
· Identify irrigation systems (drip, sprinkler, manual)
· Practice water conservation and proper system use
[bookmark: _88mh8r2zcm3]Unit 9: Sustainable Landscaping Practices
· Understand the benefits of native plants
· Explore environmentally responsible landscaping methods
· Discuss composting, mulching, and erosion control
[bookmark: _gp0dbh3a9psr]Unit 10: Landscape Maintenance & Customer Service
· Create landscape maintenance schedules
· Demonstrate professionalism and effective communication
· Troubleshoot common landscape maintenance issues

[bookmark: _djcq3vuocsxy]
[bookmark: _qwsp0dak7qg1]
[bookmark: _igbfzih3gvsw]Outdoor Learning & Participation Expectations
This course includes required outdoor instruction and hands-on work. Students are expected to:
· Dress appropriately for outdoor activities (closed-toe shoes required)
· Follow all safety instructions at all times
· Use tools and equipment responsibly and respectfully
· Remain on task and in assigned areas while outdoors
· Demonstrate teamwork, respect, and professionalism

Failure to follow outdoor safety expectations may result in removal from activities and alternative assignments.

[bookmark: _bxc2whui19z5]General Course Expectations
· Students are expected to follow all school and classroom rules
· Safety is a top priority in all classroom and outdoor settings
· Participation, effort, and responsibility are essential for success
· Expectations may increase throughout the semester, especially for 8th-grade students

[bookmark: _6op7zb9hl1em]Additional Information
· This course may require physical activity and outdoor exposure
· Weather conditions may impact lesson scheduling
· Projects and assignments may vary by grade level


