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Dear Parents and Guardians,
Welcome to 7th grade ELA at Lake Dallas Middle School! This syllabus outlines the course plan for your child’s class this semester, including key topics, expectations, and how you can support their success. As required by Texas law (Senate Bill 12), this document serves as the instructional plan and is available for your review. I look forward to working with you and your child!

[bookmark: _4ayfqt5430p7]Contact Information
· Teacher: Candice Dunn
· Email: cdunn@ldisd.net
· Phone: 940-497-4037

· Conference Time: 4th period  Monday–Friday

· Best Way to Reach Me: Email or call the school office. I’ll respond within 24 hours on school days.


[bookmark: _1mwvt22oonsx]Course Overview (Instructional Plan)
This semester, your child will study the following topics in 7th grade Honors ELA, based on Texas state standards, Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS):
1. Unit 4: Analyzing and Crafting Argumentative Texts - Social Issues
· Learning objectives: Study argumentative texts and write an argumentative essay -Social Issue Texts and form an argument based on the text. 
. 
· TEKS: 7.10(A)(B), 7.5(B), 7.6(A)(B)(C)(H)

2. Unit 5: Analyzing Texts Across Genres
· Learning objectives: Study and make connections among different genres in oral, text and visual formats.

· TEKS: 7.4(B), 7.5 (A-I), 7.6(A-I)

3. Unit 6: Synthesize! Create! Innovate! 
· Learning objectives: Create unique student work based on studies of texts and critical thinking

· TEKS: 7.10 (A-D), 7.11, 7.12,

4. Additional Skills/Activities

· Developing critical thinking, note-taking, writing response and reading comprehension/endurance
· Activities: RACE/CER, class discussions, novel study, reading passages, grammar, essays and quizzes
· Activities: Grammar, Narrative writing, research paper, GL phobia dictionary, graphic novel and Movie Script
· Novel Study:When Stars are Scattered  by Victoria Jamieson and Omar Mohamed                                                                              Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti Bowling

Thank you for supporting your child’s education! Feel free to contact me with questions.
Sincerely,

Candice Dunn
